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CHAl^TEIt I, 



«• qtt^ peigse de Faxu les txistca eabumi P 

ToLtAimx. 

Asoirr the middle of the fieyenteenth centwy, pBtris was last has- 
tening to a crisis of social anarchy, tfarongk the ohstinacy of the 
^ueen-fegeift m sappofCkg a favourite minister agahist 4he united 
vri^ of the ntftioR for kis expvl^on from office and haniehinem. 
Cardinal Mazar in had mdeed the pos&umoas saffi^e of the renowned 
&lehelie« in his favovr, who dying, reeommeaded his pliant Italian 
tsecretary as a man able in alairs ol state, and deflerving* the conA- 
^ence of his sovereign. Und with this passport to office, the cardinal 
became prime minister ; served, the unfortunate Louis XIII during 
the few remaining months of that raonait^'s life--«ecTetly e£|K)used 
the cause of the qaeen^ who was at variance with her royal assort — 
intrigued so adroitly, as even to extort (his own agency unseen) the 
royal signature to a will declaring her majesty the future guardian oi 
her infant son, and* regent of the kingdom — and lastly, as the crown- 
ing of his hopes, found himself soie confidant of a widowed queen, 
mistress of a mighty bngdmn^ For a man who, in earlier life, had 
lived an adventurer at Rome — been cuc^lled in the streets for cheat- 
ing at play—- and served the base offices of parasite and panderer to 
a Roman prelate,-^hi8 was exaltation loftier than his ambition could 
have dreamed of. Some men are tried in their ascent to power j the 
trial bf others^awaits their elevation ; and in ike latter predicament 
was Maj^n, . 

His predecessor, Richelieu, he of the iron sceptre, who had sub^ 
|ecfed alike to l^is will, his master, the nation, and, in a measure, 
all Europe, had hun^bled not crushed the wild spirit and turbulence 
of the French nobility. They awaited with impatience the death of 
the king to share the rich spoils of the long4ooked-for minority of 
the succeeding reign ; and were chagrined and disgusted to find 
themselves thwarted by thecrafty Italian, wi^o, mean and avaridous 
by nature, failings the lea^ likely to he foigiven hy the French, 
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caused the stream of emolument and patronage to flow ^entirely 
into the royal exchequer, and thence find its exit only in supplying, 
and that sparingly, the cravings of his own creatures and partisans. 

A powerivl eombination was formed t0 rid the cocmtry of the 
cardinal ; ifs me'ml)ers composed of all the most influential of the no- 
blesse, save a few attached to the royal household by oflice. or per- 
sonal friendship. The resources of this faction proved in' the re- 
sult mightier than foreseen by itself or itB opponents ; — hv^ to make 
the reader fully acquainted with the en^ne of destruction put in 
motion against liie minister, it will be necessary to enter more into 
detail, before commencing the personal adventures which lorm the 
substance of oar l^endU 

Ever since the royal pcdiey had succeeded in inducing Uie nobil- 
ity and titular cleigy to make Paris a penDar^ent cesideace — a po- 
licy which covered the heretofore waste fauxbottigs with magnifi- 
cent hotels, and caused the narrow streets of ftie denser part of the 
capiiiil to disappear before wide squares and publie places— -there had 
been attracted to Pasis a larger population than its resources could 
fairly supply with the necessaries ai lifef^ And whenever a tem- 
porary interruption of the tianquillity jof the Idogdom induced a ces- 
sation of the daily luxuries of the licher classes, then was felt 
among the poor, deep distress and misery — even famine. The pro- 
visions destined for thesupply of Pieuris were intercepted, either for the 
support of the royal armies, or carried ofi by insurgent forces, — and 
thus bread rose to a price quite beyond the means of the indigent 
of a city without the usual healthy resource of a large commerce, 
—a city where as we have just intimated, the poor depended on the 
luxurious droppings of the rich. And Paris was besides a city of 
refuge, a place where misery came to hide hs sorrows, gfuh to con- 
ceal its existence till crime was forgotten, and the discontented and 
broken-down of the provinces and other countries, to indulge ai 
leisure in dreams of ambition and rapine. Much mkchief and peril 
lay brooding amongst tha almost unknown population, who were 
the tenants of the pfles of floors, rising one ahove the other, in the 
lofty dismal dwellings which formed the narrow intricate pess- 
es of the oldest quarter of the city — that little island, the ancient 
Lutetia of the Rom«is-^the whole of Paris in the days of Clovis, 
and from the centre of which arose the ancient towers of Notre 
Dame. There was much to fear in times of distresaand commotion 
from the hordes inhabiting this fhe most obacore and dangerous quar- 
ter oi the city. 
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AnotbcT class of sufferers daring an insurpectionary movement, 
were the rentiers^ a very numeioas body, chiefly of the bourgeois^ 
who had sold their earnings or legacies to the royal exchequer for a 
life-annuity. These were paid at intervals at the Hotel-de-Ville-of 
Paris, and the succession of payment was arranged according to the in- 
itial letter of the aoauitanrs name ; so that throughout the year there 
was considerable stir and clamour, if not confusion, among the crowds 
of both se.xes« who thronged tius ancient edifice^ waiting to receive 
tbeir dues. 

It is very obvious that when, from any cause, the king's exche- 
quer was empty, there was nothing but promises to feed the poor 
annuitants i and as these had kindred, and creditors withal, spread in 
every direction, the mischief was universally ielt. 

There were iu France two avenues of appeal open to the unfortu- 
nate ; the one, to approacb the ro^^l footstool and sue for justice 
or relief; the other, to stir up the parliament to the aid of the op- 
pressed. The parliament of Paris was not like the £nglish parlia- 
meni, a legislative body, but simply a corps of presidents and judg- 
es of the courts of law, in their ordinary sittings deciding law-suits, 
and on extraordinary occasions, associated with the advocates or 
councillors to register the king's edicts, so that they might more for- 
mally become the law of the land. To these extraordinary sit- 
tings, the chief noblesse, mitred clergy, and princes of the blood, had 
access ; and there would, at long intervals, ensue something ap- 
proaching the spirit of freedom and resistance to monarchical ty- 
ranny. It was the safety-valve to the absolutism of the most Chris- 
}mn King ; and gave the Court warning when the despotic and 
financial screws pressed too tightly on the liberty and pockets of 
Jacques Bonhomme. There were besides certain solemn occasions, 
when his majesty holding what was called a bed of justice, presi- 
ded in person ; parliament may have been so refractory as to require 
the royal presence to enforce the registry of an obnoxious edict, or 
Cond^ may have beaten the Spaniards at Rocroy, and it behoved 
king and parliament to assist together at mass ; or his majesty 
and the magnates of the nation may have to return thanks for the 
royal recovery from a fit of the measles. 

At the period at which our story opens, there was much need of 
some interference tc^^al the dissensions of the state, and above all 
to provide for .the wBns of a famishing people. The queen had 
perilled everything rather than dismiss her favourite minister; twice 
had she been forced to fy at night from Paris with her young 
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and wpl chaige to St Germains, oa\y to be brought back by tfte 
assurance, on one eide^ that nothing was c(xitemplated against the 
person o£ royalty ; and, on the othei ^ by her plighted word that 
she woittd abandon the cardinal ; and as many times had she broken 
her promise. £7erytbing tended to add strength to the cabal formed 
Sfgainst him. 

The royal treasury had been long exhaa^ed by the faroorites of 
die late monarch ; the troops were wzthoot pay, and were allowed* 
in lieu of gold and rations, to live at liee quarters in^ the towns and 
villages surrounding the capital ; Paris was straitened of provisions. 
ITxe famme was made to be more severely felt Aiough the artificer 
of the cabatyiii order to heightes the resentment ol the people against 
the Italian ; the poor rentiers of the- Hotd-de-Yille were starving 
and clamorous ; and, in this moody state, were secietly instigated 
to appeal to the parliament for justice. The appeal, as its instiga* 
tors knew, was well-timed ; for Mazarin aitd his superintendent of 
finances, D'Emeri, had recently added twefve new masters to the 
court tlf requests, seUing the patents at very high rates. Some money 
was raised by these means, but more clamour ; for the M masters* 
very important and influential personages in the parliamentary 
corps* finding their profi» materially lessened by the participation 
of fhe new-comers, enlisted the leacs- of the presidents in their cause 
by pointing out the Mkelihood of an iofkoL oi new d^nitarks of the 
lifttter class. 

Thus aggrieved oar their own account, t^ pojidiainent took, up the 
cause of the rentiers^; and in addition, received very graciously the 
petitions of the Parismn populace against the hateful Italian, the 
author, as it was believed, of every misery which the nation groaned 
under ; and, to complete their triumph, after receiving the private 
assurances of the chiefs of the cabal that Paris was their own« and 
would stand up in their defence as one man, they ventured on a 
solemn edict against the Cardinal Mazarin as a tnutor to France* 
declared his person banished the kingdom^ and il found within the 
French territory after a fixed period, a price to be set on his head — 
h^is furniture, Hbrary, and valuables^ meanwhile* to be sold for the 
benefit of the starvii^ populace. 

Thus was the nation, through a chain of cxrevmstances, from a 
peaceful though impoverished and lethargic state, brought into a fit 
of rebellion. The elements of discord, at firs^fj^ and unconnected* 
had been, through the subtle agency of a few ambitious spirits* 
made to assume a stteagth and consistency which thieatened evea 
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fte reigning dynasty. And yet powerful as was tiie attitude of the 
bcipient rebellion, such was the respect for the royal authority, 
t)iat every rebellious movement was assumed as an act of loyalty 
to the youthful moivatreh, and declared to be undertaken oidy to 
remove from his presence pernicious councillors. One word hom, 
(he queen-regent, and the magical power of both paiiiament and 
cabal would have been dissolved I But that word was not spoken. 
Mazarin — so resolved the queen — shall $iot go, come what may ! 

Let the reader, picturing this aspect of things, transport himself 
in imagination back to Paris in the year ▲.!>. 1650. Let him, from 
Che tower of Notre Dame, survey the capital in its disordered state. 
At his feet, lying clpsc^ to the old cathedral,. and connected with it. 
elands a sumptuous ediiice, skirted with pleasant gardens which 
ebut on the quay. It is the archiepiscopal palace, and-occupied at 
this time by the nephew and assistant (in clerical language, coadju- 
tor,) of the prelate ; for the archbishop was old and infirm, and lived 
secluded in a cloister, having surrendered his powera t^iritua^ and 
temporal, to the keeping of his nephew. Looking very attentively 
he may discover certain tokens of a warlike cast, ill befitting the 
proximity of the mansion to the holy sanctuary, and the peaceful 
tenor of a prelate's state. The lower range of windows are benicaded, 
and both in inner and outer couit, are seen loitering groups of armed 
men, some of foreign aspect, wearing Ihe Scottish bonnet ornament- 
ed with the national emUem, for Charles of England had ceased 
his earthly struggles, and the army of his gallant servant, the loyal 
Montrose, was dispersed, and its officers become refugees in all the 
capitals of £urope where valour could earn honour and emolument 
But why this parade of force around the dwelling, of the Coadjutor 
and future Archbishop of Paris ? Did he fear the famishing popu- 
lace would forget the holiness of his calling, and force the gates, 
demanding food? Far from iti For he was their idol, their fa- 
vourite, worshipped more than archbishop had ever been. In the 
parliament, too, he advocated the cause of the poor rentier^ and in- 
veighed against the taxes which pressed heavily oa the artisan ; in 
the pulpit of Notre Dame he fulminated his thunder a^^st Maza- 
rin the enemy of France. 

To say that he feared surprise on the part of the Court would be 
speaking nearer the L^ ; ^^i^ certainly the Coadjutor had cause 
for alarm. He waiHjhig, gay, a scion of the ducal house of De 
Aetz, and very fond of mixing in the frivolities of the luxurious 
ca{»jta!l Thece stood dose to the pa]«ce of the Tuileries^ and on 
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what now forms one side of the Place da CaroHsel, abnQding' then 
known as the Hotel de Chevreuse, — ^the head-quarters of Mazarin'B 
enemies ; — ^thither was the Coadjutor in the habit of repairing often 
to meet the gay company which surrounded at supper Madame de 
Chevreuse and her fascinating daughter. And it was rumoured 
yeiy generally, that secret advice had lately come to the prelate's 
ears, that on two occasions he had, almost by miracle, escaped an 
ambush planted to intercept* his homeward progress ; once, by re- 
fuming in a friend's coach, and on another occasion, by his attend- 
ants taking an unusual route. Had he been entrapped. It was in- 
thnated, the intention was to carry him across the frontiers, far from 
the scene of his labours in the pulpit of Notre Dame. Among those 
who canvassed this rumour — and it very soon reached the lowliest of 
his partisans, endearing him the more to their hearts — fall credit was 
given to Mazarin as the author of the plot ; but whether the Coad- 
jutor coincided m this opinion or not, he no longer trusted to the 
holiness of* his office for protection, but hired, lodged, and fed a 
considerable body of retainers, among whom, as before intimated* 
were many officers of the loyal Scottish army, who had fought and 
suffered for the unfortunate Charies. 

Richelieu's superb abode, in the late reign known as the Palais 
Cardinal, and now as the Piailais Royal, had l)^n * chosen by the 
queen-regent in preference to the Tuilleries. A gorgeous memorial 
of the treasure heaped on the favourite of the thirteenth Louis, it 
had been left by the dying minister to his royal master ; — and is not 
the only instance of ministerial munificence recorded in history; but 
the English cardinal, to whom our memory reverts, the lordly 
founder of Hampton Court, was less fortunate than the Frenchman, 
and his legacy has less the fruit of spontaneous win than of dread 
and compulsion. 

Here dwelt, fn fear and trembling, Anne, queen-regent, mother 
of the youthful Louis XIV., within hearing of the cries of the 
Parisian populace, threatened with all the horrorH of a civil war» 
and yeft gifted with enough of firmness or obstinacy, having its 
source in pride, or perhaps a tenderer feeling, to resist all and bmve 
all — even to the foigetting of her pledged word — ^rather than dismiss 
Mazarin. 

Hard by, yet unseen from our aiiJiUxMifca, stands the Hotel 
de Mazarin, in the Rue de Yivienne. ShdflV^ithin its recesses, 
lodges the crafty Italian, afraid to ventuie out without a Btix>ng escort, 
yst esarting eveiy species of intriggOpimd all &e inflaenoeof theiDyal 
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Hdrne, to retain his tottering position ; his outer court bristling 'with 
soldiers, and, in the stables, steeds caparisoned both night and day, 
and ever ready for immediate flight, when peril became imminent 

Other enemies had bis Eminence, more illustrious even than the 
Coadjutor. On the spot where now stands the lofty column in the 
interior of the Place Vendome, dwelt the family of that name, de- 
scendants of Hehry IV., by Gabrielle, Duchess of Beaufort. The 
eldest sciou of this noble house, presuming, perhaps, on his per- 
flonal attractions, had Ventured unguardedly to make advances to 
thfe royal widow — ^beeh, in consequence^ repulsed and humiliated — 
and w^ nbw the bitter enetny of \hk cardinal, ^d shared with the 
Coadjutor the favour of the mob. While De Relz could exhort 
from the pulpit, and thunder in the court of the parliament, Beaufort 
had equal facility in haranguing at the corners of streets and in the 
public places. Gifted with the form of Hercules, personal courage, 
and the air and mien of a prince, how great was the surprise of the 
lltjtening spectator to hear him talk in the peculiar language of the 
iish'markets of Paris— tone, gesture, and phraseology, the echo, to 
the very life, of his dsual audience m the markets ! Whence or 
how the descendant of the great Henry acquired this talent, if talent 
it 6an be called, is lin^noWn ; it seamed natural to him ; his Ian- 
^age was but slightly more polished in the cabinet and saloon. 
The original rudeness of speech, on which had been so easily en- 
grafted the rhetorical giiaces of the Parisian slang, would have been 
a lamentable deficiency if his life had beetl solely that of a courtier; 
but, fortunately, for the political positioii of the duke, wounded pride 
made him a malcontent in politics, and his Vocabulary gave him un- 
limited sway over the hearts of that immense Swarm of artisans, 
butchers, f^sh and herb-wonlen, and bthers of both sexes, of more 
ferocious and uncertain callings, which Paris then and ever vomits 
forth in times of national distress and commotion. ^ 

Let us now turn to the opposite bank of the Seine, to the Fau- 
bourg St. Germain, studded with the hotels of the noblesse. No- 
blest among these, far removed from the river, rises the Luxembouig 
Palace, where dwells moodily the uncle of the king, Gaston of 
France, Duke of Orleans, still angry with his deceased brother that 
he was not appointed regent during the minority ; still more angry 
with himself, that, beJM possessed of clear-sightedness, sagacity, 
and eloquence, he shomd be so destitute of firmness and courage, 
at the most critical moments of his career, as to be ever the tool of 
others, and almost despised by the Italian cardinal. 
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But to make amends to the faction for the in^escJaM Cbfeftt^/ 
^koice had given them sleader, so illustrious in genius and station, 
as to creaite a regret that his destinj should ever haive led him to be 
allied to a party actaated by sofdid aind interested views— that hi? 
Career sbodd mi ever have been heading a mighty nation in waf 
or in pea<ce. The Prince of Condv, at the age of tiventy-two^ in ao 
engagement in which weve f^arly pitted the chivalry of both nations/ 
had so entirely broken down and dispersed the veteran forces ol 
Spain, that they never {Covered the shods: of that disastrous day^ 
Subsequent victoties had confirmed the reputation ol the' prince a? 
being iSie greatest warrior of nK)dem times ; nor were his other 
qualities nfnet|iial io hi& military genius-. But be had failings, the 
ehief of which was an infinmty of temper. Accustomed in war ta 
overthrow every obstade by discoverijaai; at a gkmce ti&e enemy'^ 
we£^ point, and by the racpidity of his own combinations to beai' 
on it, he could iU brook the impedknents thre^wn in his way by 
courtly finesse. Was he; the laurcHed conqueror ol Rocroy, Lensy 
and NcmtliD^n,' to meet With evasive answeiiff from the Itadianr 
when asking for some post or pension lor himsefi ai hh officers } 
Where was the secret obstacle if the minister were willing, (fo/ 
Mazar^ dared not opeiHy say na^^> and his royal mistiese giaci*' 
otcdy inclined ? Who was the competitor ol €o&d4? 

These delays in granting the prince's demsods were aiftfully taj^eu 
advantage of by the leade!^ of t6e faction, and, by adroit insiikua^ 
fionsy Condi was inducefd tcP believe that the minister had no io^env 
tion of complying with his wishes^ It was on soch occasions/ 
where a more modetate m^ would have smothered resentment^ and 
calmly waited the turn of events to bring the Italian within hi^ 
power, that the great warrior, indcdged in expressions ol hbaldry^ 
ioL which neithei* (jueen nor minister were spaared^ And as the 
prince, wheK moved^ was not deficient of wit and sarcasm, and 
could throw off an extempore couplet or epigram, well-»pdnted audi 
Mfflging, against the l^iadais Hoyalr these* little darts so ofifeaded thei 
queen, that the cardinal^ who had no wish to make an eneisyy and 
Bought on}y tomansfge the prince, was obliged to declare against him ^ 
and so Condi became the prize oi the faction. 

Iieaving the (ffince and bis neighbouir and cousin of C^kaos, to dis-' 
euss their mutuiad hatred of the policy of the I'alais Kojal, let us^direcf 
attention tatheiaige masses composing the middHngand lower classes 
of Paris, mrw sufiering from scaieity of provisions and want of em^ 
|k>yme&t ; seveitst fiuficieis ut the qoanrels of tbeir wjimai^ 
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Look towaids the old palace of Dagol)eit a&d Hagb Capet, bat « 
<Bh(»rt distaitoe Irom Notte Dame. What a huge aasembhtge of 
lowers aad pointed rools, Xtte work of stioceesive ages; its odga 
lost in the night of time ! There is the seal of j^istioe'— th»?e is 
daily afisemUed the parliament, debating how to bedrid of Mafearai 
without losing their respect for the roytd authority ; precedents must 
be sought kuct^ show that rebeUkm i« not rebellkxi^ for the innova- 
lions oi lawyers must he by rale and practice. There is much 
clamour ym&nn^ created t^ the adhete&tsof the lactioa tirgiiig their 
|>aciiic batten to more viokfft memstrea^ and there is still greater 
tkmottr without^ k^m the mobs of Beaufort and the Coadjutor, 
contiBttally cryiag out, ** Dowa ivith the tytaat 1 Let the king 
reign akmer 

Looking across the Seke^ to IBtd <be Viib may be distinctly 
seen, the public s^uaire ia front filled with groups of oitbeens, better 
^lad and more.orderiy dian the po|Nikbce inlee^g the avenues of 
the parli^menl. These ai^e nntien^ shopkeepers,' aad eubslantial 
btugesses^ dienr movements indicating impatience u^ anxiety, yet 
>vithout the ferocity of the other cksses^ Aey Iwve nothing to hope 
for* aad ev«rythiag to fesa*, m ike cont^ntianoe of a civil war. Ittey 
«u-e bittet entemies to MaEarin, but love the king ; and; too humble 
lo expect places ^md pensions by «ny tevdolion in aiisirs, are re> 
moved £rom the temptation to cabal and form factions. The baidieflit 
X}{ this ckas aim at stindng ^ pailiament to p^titkm the queen-re- 
gent for a temisabn t)f imposftSi and % fau^r system of taxation. 

Look^n^ich way we may -within die wiJls, there is distrust and 
fear ; the rival parties an cooped up withm such narrow space, that 
the petd of lan vMitbreak is dreaded by both* Beyond Ae confines 
xd the city may be seen, from thie^maMtof the dd tower, the wind' 
ingsof the Seine, fiowiag onwaid by die !forestt>f St'Germains; 
where the royal army Mes «Bcamped) whilst on ^ Bouth, and in 
ixjBsession of Chssreftton, are &e regiment^of guards attached to the 
|)ersons of OondS . aad Orleans, awaitkg the signris of ^eir com- 
manders, and, kk imitation of 4ie fumy at St. Genxiains, levying a 
Inavy tofi^oA the provisions passmg -onward to <he capital. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Faites cboix d'na hero* propn & mIntfrMtw. 

£n Taleor edatanta, en TeHa aagnifiqne ; 

Qu*en Ivd, joaqa'aux defauts, toat se monira herolque. 

DcsraEAUx. 

Ws now spirit away fteTesider {lom Aw pinnadesof Notre Dame, 
to the consideiatioii of a humbler scene. As he may baTe remark' 
ed, there was no quarter ol the city exclusirely occapied hy the 
aristocratic portion of the commnnity, and as a consequence of Ais 
absence of concentration, the mansion of the grand seigneur of 
territorial and titular rank was often nei^boured by the dweUings 
of the bourge(n$, the mechanic, and mine hoet of the thM and fouxth 
rate tavern. It is to one of the last-named class of houses, in the 
Rue St. Antoine^ leading eastward from the Hdtel de Ville, that we 
must conduct our reader. It is a lofty, narrow-fronted building^, droop- 
ing with age ; its upper stories seemingly dragged forward beyond the 
perpendicular by the weight of an enormous projecting sign-board, 
exhibiting the effigy of a yellow angel. Age had caused dilapide^ 
tion in the once stout f nune-work of the sign j and though our host 
constantly arerred that he lived under the protection of die €k>ldea 
Angel, he might very appropriately he said to live aader the more 
precarious tenure of the Angel of Destruetion, foritdireatened every 
passer-by with martyrdom when the wind swept along the onca 
joyous and bustling, but now sorrowful Rn St. Antoine. 

For more than three months, enduring the conslantly*inoreasin^ 
privations to vrhich the city was subjectedr bad Henri St Maor 
slept in this humble, though auspicioosly-namedi auberge, A fol- 
lower of fortune, no golden showers had fallen on him, except in 
dreams, when— perhaps to compensate for worldly sorrows — the 
angel shed down benignant influence in happy slumbers. He was 
the only wreck of a bitter strife, in which he had seen the house 
of his fathers razed to the ground, the lands excoriated with ibt 
torch of exterminating warfare, and the peasantry driven to thjB 
several frontiers to fill up the broken ranks of the armies of Picar- 
dy and Catalonia. In the late reign, the father had taken part with 
the gallant Montmorenci against the powerful Richelieu, and had 
shared the fate of all that prelate's enemies ; and now the son, 
powerleasy and without pecuniary lesources, having availed him- 
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sfetf of'the pennissibn accorded ty the regent, Anne, to all the ene- 
mies of her late consort and his relentless minister, to approach the 
capital, was vainly endeavouring to obtain service under the martial 
CtmH^ — for thfe prince's mother was a sister of Montmorenci, and 
he himself was now regarded as the representative of the family, and 
held bound by a sense of honour, having its source in feudal rela- 
tions, to succour and befriend the partisan^ and kinsmen of his late 
uncle. 

Nor was he unwilling to assume the task of upholding the remnant 
of the Montmorenci party. As chief of the faction seeking to unseat 
Mazafin, the prince was de^^irous of drawing to himself all the dis- 
contented and rebellious spirits of the cslpital. In the field, if af&ird 
were driven to that extremity, he knew how to keep in ordet such 
gentry; and in the daily chamber of audience, Where they thickly 
congregated, he could be rough or civil, as suited his humour ; — none 
dare brook the fiery temper of the prince. He was well seconded 
in gathering and retaming recruits by his master of horse, GoarviUc, 
a man of inferior origin, but well adapted for state a&tird, sagacious, 
industrious, and unscrupulous. 

• At these levees St. Maur was not an unwelcome guest ; the eye 
of the prince beamed favourably on him, and Gourville took a fancy 
to the youth, though withont any strong faith in his capacity or 
courage ; his was the affection whicJi the strong-minded and reso- 
lute often exhibit for those of ^softer mould. Pride is gratified in 
affording protection, and the master of the horse believed, and be- 
lieved truly, that the youth stood in need of his aid. 

Thus, in the eyes of the prince's followers, and to the envy of 
many, St. Maur and the hero of Rocroi appeared in the relation of 
dependant and patron ; and doubtless the prince viewed the youn^ 
man as his own in the troubles of the forthcoming crisis. But in 
this instance, the eagle glance of the Wkrrior, and the subtlety of his 
sagacious councillor, did not penetrate far enough into the history of 
their follower. 

Tis true, he toH hi^ tale, and petitioned for the prince's interest 
to reveree the attainder on his father's possessions ; or, failing this, 
a commission in the army of the Rhine, or that employed in Ca« 
talonia; and he was once bold enough to hint to Gourville, that be 
should not disgrace the prince's household. Hfe solicitations were 
well received, as were those of many others less deserving. To 
the request for leave to signalize himself on the frontiers, be was 

met by the ezcase> which was indeed a just one, that in consequence 

2 
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of Condi's position with Maiarin, lie had no longer inflaence 0>ftX 
the French armies, but that Paris would shortly be the field for th« 
wariike youth of France^ 

The young niau) however, fts he himself feltt left half the tale 
Untold. He asked for posts of honour when he should hftve peti* 
tioned for bread. This was a truth> plain and terrible, whicb lay 
rankling in his heart, but to which Jie could not give utterance* 
Could St Maur ask Oond^ for alms ? 

There Ak some ordeals of life which cause an intense agony m 
the su&rer, and which are yet but the impositions and practice ot 
custom on the feelings and pride of mem $ and often does it fall to the 
lot of youth, proud and inexperienced, to undeigo such. And how 
few possess strength of mind to break the fetters of their imposed . 
destiny, and hew out a new path of Subsistence for themselves i 
St. Maur was not of this gifted few. And yet nature, even in him» 
Warred against the impending fate of utter helplessness and starva« 
tion whidi awaited the crisis of his unfortunate careen 

Why was he> with youth, strength, and presumed courage, to 
wither away gradually beneath the sunshiny promises of Cond^» 
Vrhile the born childr^ of poverty and ignorance contrived, even in . 
this famishing city, to gain some slight subsistence ? Or why not» 
on the other hand, explain his distress to the prince ? This he felt 
he could never do ; and yetho^ ardently he wished it were known t 
But St. Maur was not without excuse in his silence. There was 
a fiery impatience in the temperament of Cond6, which could not 
always brook the delay of explanation, and to escape a recital would • 
oftentimes cause him to exhibit an abrupt manner verging on rude* 
ness, or where doomed to be an auditor, he would seek revenge in 
Bailies of sarcastic levity. 

Cowed by poverty, St. Maur was awed by this temper, and felt 
th Condi's presence all his strong resolutions of appeal melt into thin 
air ; while the voice of nature >Vas vainly attempted to be soothed 
by \¥hisperings> that more fitting opportunities Would occur — fear is 
ever eloquNit on the theme of procrastination. But when he ft* 
turned, a weary suitor, from the daily pilgrimage to the palace of 
his royal highness, and traversed the cold, unfriendly streets of 
the capital^ then all hope would cease, and he would contemplate 
half earnestly, half derisively, the figures of the begging friars, as 
though he had caught a glimpse of his own fate. Who in Paris cared 
for him, or sought his friendship ? The quiet gentry, who loved 
ea6e>had letired to avoid the e^m; and those whoremoioedft weie 



^ lletif d inlriguets of both sexesj who thought to advance theii 
interests by leering either with the court or with the faction^ Who 
among these could be hope, to gab> while the current feeling was a 
strong regard liorfldf-advsUicement, and SI total carelessness of others^ 
Save for purposes of mutual support ? Pride, also# had its siiare in 
keeping him thus ieolatedi for he was duly sensible — ^perhaps toa 
much so-^that his own rank gave him equality with the highest^ 
The boasted theory thi^ all gentlemen are on a^ footiinf o£ e^uality^ 
from the king to the mere seigneur of a petty hamlet,.i8 a noble sen** 
timent^ befitting the &^ Francis of magnificent memory; but in 
practice^ a far more degrading system prevailed; and St Mauf 
had often been witz^essi how obnoxious his own class— that of an^ 
dent descent without titular rank-^was to the personal afironts of 
the higher noblesse in the accidental^ but unavoidablei rencontres of 
tociety. 

Thus hemmed in with diificulties^ moral and physical-^fed oa 
smiles-^without the poor consolation of a friendly ear in which to 
^ive vent to his feelings-^^for Gk)urville^ though liking the youthi 
^as the most wordly ^minded of all men-=4hreatened by the portly 
host of the Gk)lden Angel with the loss of his miserable garret, he 
felt himself at a point at which some healthy and gallant endeavour 
at release must be attempted — or, he must sink. 

in this moodi leaving his Wretched lodgings where everything vi- 
minded him of past misery and future suf^ing^ he sought in thti 
public tUHiloil and agitation of the streets to escape from his own 
thoughts. But it was no easy task< He could |)ot S3rmpathise with 
the idle and happy Parisimi, who^ foigetful of his meals, or perhaps 
endeavouring to make nature forget the dinner^hour^ was listening 
to sLn emissai^y of Beaufort or the Coadjutor. Li truthj save personal 
respect for Cond4, he cared little for either of the parties or thcif 
kadersj and would gladly have quitted the city, could he have di'' 
tected his steps homeward. Traversing the quay fronting the Lou« 
Vre^ window after window of the long and stately galleries met his 
tiew, dpptessing him with a chilling desolation* Without home 
himself) his feeling and imaginaticmi through a long course of 
poverty and faumiliatioiii had become so benumbed, that he could 
scarcely associate ideas of interior comfort and dignity with thd 
splendid elevations of the nobility and loyalty oi France* They 
Wore a dreitty and repulsive aspect, for which he would have 
perhaps found it difficult to account, had he attempted to analyze 
hi$ feelings; ai)d he gladly, and as it weife iostinctivelyy bent his 
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steps towBids the gardens of the Tdileries, and the unfrequented 
v^lks beyond-*-but he found, if the haunts of man had pleaaed him 
little, solitude was still more insupportable. 

It had grown dark ere he returned homeward. The city was 
alive with the bustle of equipages, each under escort of a train of lac- 
queys, well armed, and bearing torches, for the double purpose of 
finding theif way and preventing the danger of QXi ambuscade in the 
dark. The scene presented before the Hotel de Chievreuse, had suf- 
ficient novelty and interest to arrest the sfeps of the weary St. Maur. 
This mansicA, scarcely one hundred paces from the precincts of the 
Palais Royal, was, as we have before intimated, the head-qUarterS 
of the faction against the court Its owner, the Duchess de Chev- 
reuse, had formerly been the confidant to the queen, and v^as banished 
the kingdom by Richelieu, after the fashion adopted by him to- 
wards all the queen's favourites. Her majesty's arch-enemy being 
DOW dead, and herself sole mistress of the regal power, the return 
of the duchess from exile was anxiously looked for, as it was 
deemed she would play a high and distinguished part at the court 
of the widowed queen. But Chevreuse, who during the state of 
vassalage to which her majesty and all her friends were subjected 
by the late cardinal, had acquired a great ascendancy over the spirit 
and conduct of the queen, now discovered that Anne of Austria 
was determined on the exercise of her own will, and would not 
allow herself to be governed by favourites, at least of her own 
sex. Hence arose a quarrel, and the duchess became the leading 
star and focus of the iiiction. 

The hour was not late according to modern habits, but time had 
elapsed sufficient to discuss a petit so^iper, at which wit, youth and 
beauty had presided ; and the guests were leaving, to ponder at 
leisure over their ripening schemes of ambition. The area in front 
of the hotel was so crowded with groups of insolent &nd armed lac- 
queys, pages and outriders, scattered around and between the heavy 
lumbering coaches of that period, each with the usual complement 
of a team of six horses, that it was no easy task for the guests to 
disengage themselves and their suite from the throng. St. Maur, in 
spite of his melancholy, was not ill-pleased to dally in a spot, where 
he was ever and anon jostled by some iair dame of high degree, 
threading her way with attendant cavaliers to her coach. He felt, 
indeed, humbled, that he should take pleasure in witnessing the 
exterior of a pageantry, the festivities of which he was, both by birth 
and descent, eotiHed to partake of. ISeciet and strong rttolves sprung 
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Up in his bxea^, ibat he would Kgam station and family influence, 
and that the ealoons of bis compters should be open to his name as 
oi yore. There wa^^ much, too, in the scene itself to captivate a 
youthful spectator. Beauty is never so beautiful as when evanescent 
and under partial eclipse ^ so much is left to that glorious creator of 
beauty, the imagination. It were much to be doubted, whether 
the fairy forms were half so attractive to those who had sunned 
themselves in their radiance in the festooned chambers of the duch- 
ess, as to the eye of St. Maur,'when seen for a moment on the 
angle of the staircase, or crossing his path in the street, their jewel* 
led dresses and glandng eyes reflecting the ruddy torchlight 

These delights of the young aspirant were rudely checked by the 
approach of a csffriage of lighter model than ordinary, borne onward 
as rapifSy as the four horses to which it was yoked icould drag it 
over^ the ill-paved streets. It 'Was closely followed by an armed 
mob, crying out, " Down with Mazarin !" — •• Death to the tyrant !" 
— •* Let the king reign alone !" The fringe of lacqueys who clung 
to it front and rear, maintained a dangerous contest with the fore- 
most of the rabble ; for. being crowded together on the narrow foot- 
boards, and obliged to hold fast with one arm, they had not the free 
exercise of their rapiers, and were themselves assailed with volleys 
of stones, which had dislodged two of their number, who "were trod- 
den to death as they fell under the feet of the pursuing mob. 

8t Maur, and the friends of De Chevreuse, were at no loss to 
divine the cause of the tumult. Ever since the attempts on the 
liberty or life of the Coadjutor, De Retz, which was attributed to 
the cardinal, the populace, trained and led on by the partisans of 
the faction, kept constant watch on the motions of his Eminence, 
haping one day to catch him unawares, and retaliate the meditated 
iiytiry on their beloved preacher. It had the effect as we have al- 
re^y intimated, of keeping the cardinal almost a prisoner, and im- 
peded very much the afiairs of state ; for as he could not visit the 
Palais Royal without a strong export, he could never pay his personal 
respects to her majesty without it being known throughout the city ; 
a notoriety pectdiariy intonvenientto an adept in intrigue and back- 
stairs politics. All whohadbusineiBs with the cardinal were oblig- 
ed to visit his hotel. The faction posted, and relieved sentinels at 
intervals, whose duty it was to scrutinifce every one passing in 
or out of the domicile, expecting, as it was known that he had 
many secret negotiations on hand, that he would take opportuni- 
ties of iemag the hobal without patradeor m dtsguifle. Oiten ha4 
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these TEgabood fipies been drIveQ off or impritcmcd ;'bttt this moda 
was found iaefiectual to rid his Eminence of the pest, and move 
particularly, as they were accoutred as artisans, and kept at avery 
respectful distance from the' hotel, sometimes under the guise of 
plying such callings as were permitted in the open streets. It ako 
happened that innocent parties had been imprisoned, and this work- 
ed the Cardinal more evil than the illegal watch itsell No insult 
being o^ered to the visitors, or the, domestics of the hotel, the nui- 
sance became at length endurable, APd Wto made mirth of by the 
witty Parisians of both parties. 

The spectacle of the flying equipage immediately suggested to the 
spectators that the Cardinal had at length been entrapped ; and as it 
was known, and had been experienced, that the patroles of Beaufort 
and De Hetz could raise a mob in a few minutes, no surprise was 
manifested at the number of the congregated and pursuing populace 
at that hour of the night 

The carriage might perhaps have escaped, had the driver taken 
any other direction ; and it was remarked aloud by more than one 
of Condi's friends, that it was a singular circumstance that the Ita- 
lian should be driven to die at the very feet of his enemies. The 
windows of De Chevreuse's hotel were thrown up, as well as those 
of the neighbouring houses, and were crowded with ladies, not the 
least anxious spectators of the approaching catastrophe. 

All were eager to witness the fate of the prelate ; none seemed 
inclined to rescue him, or. even expressed pity for his approaching 
death. St. Maur, alone, who had been bred far from this busy in- 
trigumg city, was at a Joss to undei9tand the apathy of the lair 
dames who could jremain calmly gazing on a spot, where in all 
probability a human being would shortly be torn to pieces. Such 
apathy, however, was characteristic of the age : the Cardinal dead, 
the wives and daughters of the members of the leagued faction 
would no longer be debarred their places, pensions and privileges, 
for which they struggled as resolutely as the nobles did for the rich 
governments of the provinces. 

It was St Maur*s fortune, or misfortune, to find himself at the 
very spot where the Cardinal's hoises were suddenly brought up 
with a dreadful shock against an interposing carriage, which had 
but a few minutes previouidy received its feir freight of ladies. The 
pannels.gave way with a sharp crash — ^the ladies shrieked in ter- 
ror — while the Cardinal's leaders were thrown back with the lecoil 
u^athe wbeel<^honeB» predaciog « diettaw aadconiusnii* which 
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was augmented by the mob surrounding the caniage, and with h<»<- 
lid cries calling down vengeance on the tyrant 

The doors were Aung open^ and the foremost of the ruffians rudejy 
dragged forth two ladies. Their appearance produced at first some 
surprise, which was changed to rude mirth» and ruder jests on the 
taste of his Eminence. Roughly hustled by such of the mob as 
were desirous of laying first hands on the prelate, and an object of 
plunder and outrage to others^ they were only rescued from their 
grasp by the interposition of St. Maur, who urged their immediate 
withdrawal, and endeavoured to make a passage for them. In this he 
would have been unsuccessful) and not unlikely have shared the fate 
intended for the Cardinal, had not several of the gentlemen, guests 
of De Chevreuse, drawn tp the spot to witness the exit of their great 
enemy, seconded his efforts and covered their retreat Beyond the 
immediate circle of the outrage, they found themselves, to their great 
joy, comparatively free from annoyance, either on the part of the 
populace or the spectators, for the fate of the Cardinal was the great 
object of interest, and all were pressing forward either to participate 
in his assassination or be witness of his death. 

St Maur, still fearful of pursuit, continued to urge the ladies to 
make exertions for their safety. Passing between the files of car- 
riages, his fair charge clinging to him for protection, and trembling 
with the extreme of fear, which almost took away from them the 
power of motion, he paused for one moment before the Hotel de 
Chevreuse, in doubt whether he should not claim the duchess's aid 
in such an extremity. 

«« No ! no !*• exclaimed one of the ladies hurriedly, who divined 
his motive, " rather let us face the canaille,** 

In obedience to her wish, he pressed onward, and was the more 
inclined to this course, on reflecting that the duchess was the Car- 
dinal's most malignant foe, and was even now with her friends gaz- 
ing from the windows on his unhappy disaster; little sympathy, 
therefore, could he expect to be extended towards ladies, who were 
in a greater or less degree connected with his Eminence. 

Without asking whither he should conduct them, he paused not 
till be reached the Hotel de Ville, still fearing that the populace, 
after glutting their vengeance on the Cardinal, would make search 
for the ladies. Terror had so benumbed their faculties, &at on 
leaching this ancient edifice, they declared themselves incapable of 
proceeding further, and it was with great difficulty that he led or 
mther supported them to the shop of a petty barber mi suxgeon — 






I 



20 TttE PALAIS ROTAL. 

tfie two professions in those days were often combined— in tlie 
neighbourhood. The man, a native of Dauphiny, (he' province 
where of old flourished the ancestors of St. Maur, had performed 
many trifling acts of kindness for the youth ; and he now made 
bold, although the shop was closed, to arouse his friend, who for- 
tunately had not retired to rest. The ladies very much objected to 
entering, particularly she who appeared the elder, and to whom the 
other yielded in every act unhesitatingly. St. Maur, however, con-- 
tinued knocking at the door, affirming that he could avouch for the' 
honesty of the surgeon, and it was absolutely necessary that they 
should have both i^st and shelter, while be procured a coach or 
vehicle to convey them home. The man at length appeared, and 
while the ladies were still hesitating- to cross the threshold, suddea 
and alarming cries, heard in the direction from which they had fled, 
and which sounded very mnch like a pursuit, put an end to their 
scruples, and they passed into the little shop. 

The youth claimed permission for the ladies to remain awhile till 
he could engage a coach. He knew not what excuse to make to 
his friend, who was so well acquainted with his destitute condition, 
and to whom the tale of conveying them from a merry-making or 
masquerade, or other similar apology, would be at once detected. 
He therefore thought it the wisest course to say not a word on this 
subject, trusting to the man's good-nafure. The surgeon looked at 
the ladies, then at St. Maur, and' with a smile at the latter of pe- 
culiar archness, made a bow and withdrew. He returned in a 
minute with some refreshments, and telling the youth that as he 
knew hini, and his father before him, to be men of honour, he could 
tnist his young friend with all he was worth — ^that he should retire ' 
to rest, as he was drowsy, leaving the key of the shop at his ser- 
vice ; unless, he added, with a smile, he could be of use to them at 
that late hour. 

St. Maur, however, allowed the man to depart, and closed the 
door communicating with the inner apartment. He then prepared 
to wait on the ladies, oflTeting them the refreshments which his 
humble friend had so kindly produced. 

They were enveloped in cloaks or mantles, and wore short 
masks, black and edged with fringe, a fashion then, and for a long 
period previously, much in vogue in France, and which might have 
bad its origin in the desire of the fair dames to protect their faces 
from the night air — or, perhaps, for the purposes of gallantry. It 
vras, however, on the* present occasioni a fashion extremely dis< 
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pleasing to the youth, for although they partook of the offered viands, 
and conversed together, yet they did not remove the masks. And 
what appeared more singular was, that the elder lady, who, indeed, 
only deserved the epithet relatively to her younger companion, never 
addressed St. Maur directly, but conveyed her wishes in half whis- 
pers to her friend, who was obviously very young, of a vivacious 
temperament, only repressed by the extraordinary circumstances of 
their meeting?; at least so judged our youthful friend, by some 
slight sallies quickly repressed by the other He hoped she was 
beautiful ; indeed, he felt convinced she was so, for his imagina- 
tion had already added features and contour to the quick silvery tones 
which issued from beneath the fringed mask. 

For]^etting poverty, forgetting his patron, even the horrors of the 
late event, he thought only how he could make himself agreeable 
to his new-found acquaintance. Yet he could not efface from me- 
mory the lamentable fate of the prelate ; and now that the cries and 
distant shouts which had been heard while they were waiting at 
the door of the shop were hushed, the infuriate populace in pursuit 
having probably taken another route — and his fair charge being 
therefore in comparative safety — he was about to offer his sympa- 
thy for the bereavement of their friend, kinsman, or protector — in 
whatever relation they stood with his Eminence — when he refrained 
by being forcibly struck at their indifference. Now that they were 
out of danger, it was natural to expect that their thoughts would 
revert to the unhappy prelate. Mazarin, it was well known, had 
invited several nieces from Italy, with the probable view of marry- 
ing them into the families of the French nobility ; — ^but these hard- 
hearted ladies surely were not his kinswomen ! Were they women 
of blemished character ? The reputation of his Eminence was pure 
in this respect ; still how otherwise account for the levity of the 
one and the indifference of the other ? St. Maur was reserved 
and silent — busy with his own thoughts — the pretty castle of ro- 
mance which he had been gradually building up was now dissolv- 
ing into air. 

The younger lady, perceiving his melancholy, rallied him on 
want of gallantry, declaring that they had much further occasion 
for his services ere they could dismiss him, and that if he lacked 
the courage, they must call upon his friend the barber-sui)5eon. 

This sally was too much for the indignant youth ; he very 
gravely declared his perfect willingness to escort them to their home, 
now that the streets wexe free from the rabble whom he judged had 
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been in pursuit; but^ as he added with marked emphasis, his 
thoughts were with the poor murdered Cardinal. 

The lady burst into laughter. " Why, monsieur," she exclaim- 
ed, when the fit was over, " the Cardinal is safe in his own palace* 
Are you as silly as the canaiUe^ to believe that his Eminence would 
trust himself beyond the gates without good escort ? We had the 
coach to ourselves, but never thought Beaufort would permit his 
satellites to hunt to death two defenceless women ! But we will 
have our revenge !" 

<* Hush !'* cried the elder lady, for the first time speaking above 
her breath. '' Monsieur must truly believe us the most heartless 
of beings, to be careless of the safety of his Eminence. We owe 
him many thanks for so quickly giving us the opportunity of disa- 
busing him of the impression." 

This was spoken rather at, than to St Maur ; and although he 
disliked her haughtiness and reserve, he took extreme pleasure in 
listening to the pleasant silvery tones of the younger lady. A load 
of unpleasant reflections, by the announcement of Mazarin's safety, 
was removed from his mind, and he recovered his K^ety, essaying 
the utmost to amuse, in which he was successful, principally by his 
apparent simplicity and ignorance of the mode of thinking and feel- 
ing as exhibited in the deportment and conversation of the gay youth 
of Paris. 

His natural politeness did not permit his asking them to lay aside 
their masks, particularly as they evinced by every action a desire 
of preserving their incognito ; though he was inwardly much vex- 
ed that they did not afibrd that proof of confidence. He remarked 
also, that as they did not declare their own names, neither did they 
ask for his. The elder lady carried herself as one much annoyed 
at the cruel necessity which had thrown her on a stranger's protec- 
tion ; whilst the more youthful mask, though evidently under the 
control of her superior, appeared to have quite recovered from the 
fright and fatigue, and did not seem at all disinclined to converse ; 
there was, besides, an air of coquetry which induced him to believe 
that the concealment of her features was chiefly owing to the pre- 
sence of her friend. 

St Maur was not long permitted to enjoy the pleasurable novelty 
of his situation, for the elder lady, rising, conferred a few moments 
with her companion. The latter then addressed the youth, saying 
that as the night was so tar advanced, they dreaded remaining alone 
while he sought for coach or chair ; they would, therefore, very 



diankfally accept his escort to the convent of the Val-de-Grace, 
where they should readily find all their condition demanded. 

St. Maur could not object, though he felt a sinking of the heart 
at the thought of being so quickly deprived of their company. He 
ventuied some few objections to the insecurity of the streets ; but 
these were overruled by the expressioiv of perfect reliance on his 
courage should peril cross their path ; besides, the distance was not 
so very great 

Making secure the little shop of his accommodating countryman, 
he once more emeiged with his charge into the open streets. Cross- 
ing the Font Notre-Dame, and the little bridge which stretches 
over the southern channel of the Seine, they were already in the 
faubourg St Jacques ; and the young " squire of dames," much 
sooner than he wished, found himself rapping at the massive, por- 
tals of the convent, wondering how he could have reached the de^- 
tiliation in such a short interval of time. Gladly, for the sake of 
hovering near the fair charmer, would he have recommenced the 
jnlgrimage ; but such was beyond the limits of fate, for the ever 
watchful guardian of the convent, removing a sliding panel from 
behind a grating in the door, received from the elder lady what 
might be construed into a pass- word. 

The gate was unbarred and opened ; but the ladies paused as 
though they felt they had not finished their parts in the adventure, 
and that something more was due to the gal^lantry of the young man. 
The pause, however, was not of long duration, for the elder stran- 
ger taking a bracelet from her arm, presented it to St Maur, ex- 
pressing in a few words her gratitude for his services ; she then 
withdrew, bidding her companion follow. 

Now was the very crisis of his fate ; he felt that if he let slip 
the opportunity, he was lost for ever in his own esteem, and de- 
served every ill which might belal him. Summoning courage, the 
virtue he so much lacked in his intercourse with the prince, he ad- 
diessed his fair inamorata, dedaring that he should be more than 
repaid for his services if he knew to whom they were rendered. 

She replied laughingly, that it was quite contrary to the convent 
rules even to hold further parley with him, and then, with the air 
of one anxious to be rid of an importunate petitioner, she said, that * 
if he would on the evening of the morrow go habited as a chevalier 
of the Holy Order to a masquerade at the third house in the Place 
Royale, there might, perhaps, occur some incident to remind him of 
the previous night's adtenture. 

With these words she vanished. 
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CHAPTER III. 

"Wlien in disgrace with fortune and men's eyei, 
I all alone beweep mj craleafet state, 
And trouble deaf Heaven witli my bootlesa crle*« 
And look upon myself, and curse my fate, 
Wishing me l*'ke to one more rich in hope, 
Featured like him, like him with friends pOssesi^ 
Desiring this man's art and that man'a scope^ 
With what I most enjoy contented least : 
Tet in these thoughts myself almost despising. 
Haply I think on thee. 

The spiiits of St. Maur had not been 6o elated for many a day ; 
his movements seemed in some sort to harmonize with the rapid 
current of his feelings ; he ran rather than walked throogh the nar- 
row streets of old Lutetia, back to the rue St. Antoine. Bat when 
the first heat caused by the strange rencontre subsided, and reflec- 
tion made him conscious of his own state of mind, and enabled him 
to scrutinize the conduct of the two ladies, the fair horizon of joy 
and hoj)e was dimmed with clouds. Bis own gaunt poverty atared 
him in the face ; he was unable to sustain the merest expense ap- 
pertaining to the part of a youthful gallant ; he could not as he very 
sorrowfully confessed, purchase, or even hire, the necessary coe- 
tume for the masqued party of the morrow. 

And who were these ladies, whose danger from the mob had at 
first alarmed him, and whose subsequent eccentric, even suspicious 
conduct, served to tantalize his curiosity and excite his (socy ? 
Guests they were of the Cardinal ; but was their conduct befittiog in 
all respects ladies of quality ? The elder one was staid and reserved* 
but more apparently for the sake of concealment, than from any 
sense of decorum ; and in her youthful companion, theie could not 
fail to be noticed a tone of levity and carelessness which made St 
Maur thoughtful when he reflected on it; for in bis day-dreams ol 
beauty, he had associated with the other lovely attributes of the sex, 
a retiring modesty, which required much seeking and pleading ere 
•VKon by such cavaliers as himself. Why, therefore, should he feel 
such a deep interest in one whose features he had not seen, and 
who had not scrupled to make an assignation with him, a stranger ? 
The mystery, again, of retiring Iq the convent instead of to their 
own house, was unfathomable. He vowed that he would be veiy 
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mutioos and priident, {or there might be aome dai^ ox di^fpa^ 
preparing. l)at be this as it migh^ he was captivated ; the. very ua- 
certainty of all that aj;>perteuned to his new friends, if he might so 
desiga$kte them, spoke to his imagination ; a new life seemed to 
burst upon himj he felt a fresh strength and. courage, as though a 
voice called in the depths of his own humiliation and despondency^ 
bidding him bestir himself, ior there was happiness yet in store* 
and honour within reach, to be plucked by a daring hand. . His 
step was once more elastic and bounding, hia lode martial and con- 
fident;, and even in the onset* he experienced how much these 
graces worked in hir« favour ^ for as he entered the auher^e^ min^ 
host, who had fully made up his mind to have -a redconing once 
and for all« and to rid the Golden Angel of such an unwelcome 
and unprofitable guest, was 90 struck with the ^ altered demeanour 
of the youth, that he ahrunk back from the task. His courage 
died within him, and a9 St. Maur glared fiercely though uncon- 
sciously, upon his bo6t> the latter had certain misgivings that the 
intended attack would be met with sundry kicks or perhaps worse 
rebuff, and he very quietly changed his plan of battle, presenting 
his guest, with a show of courtesy^ a weU-trimmed lamp to h'ght 
him safely up the crazy staircase. It w^ not till St. Maur was 
seated in his bundle apartment, that he recalled the altered beha- 
viour of the Sieur la Motte^ not did he immediately become aware 
of the cause ; but when it did break upon him, he could not repress 
a smile at the expense of the host of the Golden^Angel. 

For a while he lay without rest, thinking over the events of the 
night, and in imagination, agam and again travelling with his fair 
escort to the faubourg St. Jacques, listening to the quick tones of 
her voice, end lever and anon turning round in the endeavour to 
catch a glimpse at her face. At lengdi he fell asleep, but his spirits 
were st^ agitated. . Once more he is conducting the ladies to the 
convent ; strange perils beset them ; the assassin darts from his lurk- 
ing place and is with difficulty repelled * barricades front his path* 
over which he cooiduets the lgbdi(ss with gre^ toil, rewarded sweetly 
by a gentle pressure of the hand, v 

The dream changesr- etreets «nd bwrricades vanish. It is evening* 

just growing. dark, and. he is leaving the Golden Angel, wrapped in • 

the flowing velvet cloak of a cheyal^r of the Qrder of St. £spnt« 

on the shcwilder, the badge of the Holy JDove ; his hat streaming 

with leatheis. Carefully he paces the streets, and often pauses to 

allow the wind to drop, lest it should hk)w aside the cloak, and 
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dSsi^tey iSbe peyerty ai^d ragggiednedfl ciF die nether ftpparel witll 
wbicb, in the visicm, he hetieyed liiiQeelf clothed. He anives at a 
handsome hotel-^the carrier entrance, or porte cocA^re, is dpenk. 
Quests aie enterihg-4ie feels a ttejpidatioB kist fass Yobes shoitld be 
iiispl^edy bat venturer onward — steps l^eneath the an^hway, and 
gains the vestibule. The porter eyes the youth joaliciously, but 
allows bim topaiss ; die jacqueys bo^ lowly as he ascends the mag* 
•Difieenf stalroase. One gMmpse k d^ht d the saloon ;: and sk the 
isiame instaint^lntisic starting into existenoe,gay figores glide quickly 
Ibehind the piQax^ He hastens onward ; is recognised by a shep- 
herdess, who disengages hesself &om the dance, and nins iormad 
to meet him. It m the fair spmt of Val-de-Grace ; he is about to 
ilake her hand and piess it to his h'ps,. but i» suddenfy diawn back* 
1frard;'fliat mkliciouB old porter, whose cauticm is no^ actively 
sdert, throws open the knightly robed, and diseoTetB the youth to be 
appar(slled in the gaifb of a mean mendicant Laughter aAd ye]l» 
pursue the miserabk lover; he iS- draveH frmt the saloon, and 
awakes to find himself in the little garret ol the cngBerge^ anotfaer 
day just breaking over his head. ^ 

Awetke and aroused, he Is scarcely more happy;, he has di«amt 
of poverty — but its waking evils aie sharpest ; and it spite of the 
noble resolves to cast away despair, and take the world by storm, 
fear and melancholy, so long the jailers of his heavt, again sei2e 
him. Still his thoughts revert to those silvery tones which h^ 
bound his soul captive. Could he, he inwardly exdaimed, but tall 
tier his own ! " Were it but Ms hapf»iness to be her defender through 
life's conflicts, how gladly would he daie the wide wcfrld to the 
combat! 

I Her levity ! that M^as an oppressive shadow; but self-love bame 
to his aid ; and vanity interprets her fon/^ardness 1o his own good 
graces and qualities. How 6ften did he repeat the wordsp-^tiiie third 
house in the Place Rdyale ! H^r same, indeed, was ib him un>- 
known ; bUt the locality had wherewithal to feed the imagination^ 
In this, the nineteenth centusy, the quarter of Vtxm to which he was 
invited is very far from being s favoured 9pc^ ; but in the middlb of 
die seventeenth centtiry, the (!ace Royale, sitaote iuwhat is called 
'the Mara^, was a Jiewly-erected square of the no%test proportions,, 
tuid the mqnRi<iftq or hdtels inhabited by the noblesse of the highest 
lahk. 

I Here, then, was incident enough to turn the brain of any young 
tna& ol two^md-twenty. That gdlsatecdeoasticy the Coadjutor Xte 



fietz, t7Q«2d has'e TieAn-dcdjgbtQd h^ycffA meanue^Tnfii mich an ad*; 
tnittueviuii wdhU. katfe^odir eompKHwaed clerical dbaiacter and 
ndeed ike eif lie dssisled hoA its pairwt. Nothing but a new ad** 
vehtnce and fresh paaucm would ixm opoled hia ardour ; InX wilii 
St. Maar.the caae waa widd^ diieffflt^ Seed ul Hm {ntpTin^ca^ 
{aBtly«tooav«Bit0aadfartlyat ^bou8ea^.4>f ra^otekioeme^^ aiU. 
»eii8t«.pea8toner.oBAiieir lieiiq^]ie.^v«sa,at{aag|)r tofM eoafi- 
daiice whiich leenltsftaia aaatiwMd faosperiltsraad j a d eyB^tot slar^ 
licHk' Hm loBflliBees aif hiafale kid» howi^vep^ aaawd liim Ssxxit 
noDf tieesaliQQst aoavoidalde isk the (}aieer of bis aooie foitunate. 
«ompeeiBi it had also iateed« babit «| ved^etioa, aa^ petchaiwci 
of caa^bttilding— 4bat paiadiseql &e aafatMnato- whirji tinged 
hiahabiliulthoagto-wilJIiLabHaof iroottnc^ . rr . « 

Ta^uamay be-alldbated the atrong ia^peesaiiMi made ty the fak 
ataager; he Celt, haw dtf^y abe had ma^ hii heart; but while 
«X!idtiiig4a4faeibirdi o{ theiiew passion^hewaaeeiDely tcGtu^ed h?flt 
sheahould not realiae the-ideai olioag-oheripiied lucy> EaUii^ 
IB IoYe» which to the gay Parisian aahlesBe was a pastime, and ^ 
valiaf to the advaneaiaentol fortnae aa zeakxidy pivsued in atotf 
tutriguei^ was to him « very gnure ai^& And then his faunaatabie 
p6vttty ! the^ hittttest' ttdectionof^AU 1 What dsiae oj high or low- 
degree would listen to his^suit ? He was, iadeed, ehiat out irosii 
the Gpuit of hopre< 
. He lookediQand Sherliak alti&; ^heiewaa iaitaU he^Boaldcallhia 
0wn--and that how little \ -Haie. £ew jewels and onaaaients of valua 
ence possessed; hadgiadiodlydisa^peafed doriAg hia stery Jn Parif, an 
aaxiotts suitor and tiaewwaiter oa <te smtlea ctf nea in powec , 

'Saddealy ha started. Thedaaky'&atbafwhii^^tiliwreatiiedhBi 
hat^ bcstiayed. beaealh, its fibres Om^ ooacaBtrated. f^w of the p«uea 
«nerakL ife cauembaad 4he tmght gifit, ^«ow» aaide on letituag 
to rest. Was not here, he thought, the meana l]y .wiiich he mighty 
at kaallar a while* prosecute his ifuit under more lavouca^ia aus- 
^oes?. ^iitdaisehadii^setillhegilt? Would it not he a yi^a* 
tloaof courtesy* and ati outsageoa the sanctity with whkh he eotn 
wsapped every dhsttttfliance;,. however tninute, bonnacted witl^ his 
passion. For a while he was ia de4|iaic9and hia miad in a ateto of 
eraifliet; but rdBnnoegavawayto^inlHeBoeirf necessity; it was 
sot the giftaf her he woi8hi^^»d,iaad ao, he thou^l, m%fajt be dis* 
posed of honourably. < 

. .Thec6uiaa4aioet6edvedc»,heb8cameaiBanQf aotion«» Quit* 
tii^ hastily the attdergfthe walked lapidly to tha Zricdf 2a Gii^** 
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that little island in the Seine, whidi wastinQe, as we lamMiite 
intimated, the whole of Paris, and on whidi are congregated so 
many of its ancient edifices. Its soatb- western bank is named^tiie 
Quaides Orfivres, or the Jewellers' Qaay, so called from heiag in^ 
habits hy the wealthiest oi that class. Regardltiw of the 'throngs 
of politicians-- for the whole population oi the dty seemed abroad^ 
and all talkers or listeners, dtscvssiiig the latest moroMti of intelli- 
gence which had escaped from the head-qnarteisof the court or tiw 
fioctfon-^fac selected ^ Tiehestshopon ibe quay, and entering, wb» 
fdlowed by the goldsmith and his two assistants) who bad bean 
listening before the docv like tiieir neighbomrs, scaioely eiqweting a ■ 
cQstomer at that early hour, and amidst the din of poUtioal strife« 

Eight hundred cro¥Fns was declared the worth of the brscdet, 
sifter it had undergone a minute examination by the goldsaith atad 
his app^nticesb This to St. Mamr was pWasiiig' intelligeBoe* and 
coated him considerably, for he had remarked that the jewdkr oc- 
casionally cast towards him a furtiTeglaneewbSe lestinglhagnnB^ 
which he attributed to a suspicion of the genuineBess of theeme-r 
ndds ; and this impression was eonftrmod by the man adding, that 
although the sum mentioned was the presumed Talue, yet he. must 
have the opinion oi a neighbour on their quality before he conclude 
ed die bar^itkt. 

One of the apprentices left the shop with this view, and ft»jew^- 
eller proceeding to his strong room, brought forth a bag,' weigiity 
with gcdd, whkh he placed oetenlatioasly on the counter. 

The aissistant taking kmger time to peiform bisenand than waar 
expected, the gc^dsmith nuide many apc^qgica for the dday» attri* 
boting it to the distuited stale of the city« and the probable afaaence 
of his neighbouTyWho,' unlike himself, was an aetsra politician, aadf 
very Iftely to be engs^ed in pursuits less profitable and prudcat than 
altendmg to bift sh^ '' - 

•* A year ag^," said tiie jeweller, *• yoar jew^ wouU hate beei» 
wdl worth a tiiousand crowns, but every one is sefling now ; Ume 
are no buyers, and I must keep this bnioriet, eating up its internet^ 
tiU quiet timesagainbleaa the city. Thereis M. da Beaufort havHc«« 
ing his plate, the gilt o^ the ^ood MeHry lo tfaefair GabrieUe> over 
an the town, wishing us goldsmiths to lead moie than ic ever coat 
his honoured graadfathei^-4Bid there is Mooiiflnr d^Btts wisheato 
borrow money without any security at all !" 

<« And the eoQrt--4md the Mace oi Coad^" Mflied 8t lianr, 
«doitb^ Miar tsoubte yon r* 
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^* Why»^ tejoinU tlie g61d»nitb, « Ae Cavjmal aiM A Masterehip 
of Be(}iie8(8 to tbe son of 6ne b! t>ut fmtemily for ten thousand 
'trotriuw-a large imn of mon^y'^Imt it wfll pay the yonng advocate 
•tiiitty per tseut interest.* 

• «• Bat die pnttce," exdaimed t!be youth, anxious to Iwar wh«t 
wasflpoken aiid &oaght of his patron by th6 vrbrthy corps of hanic* 
Hits wA goldsdsi&s^^ doe« he esHr solicit ?* ' 

*< Solidt I" echoed th#inlm— " he solicit ? Rather than do thaf, 
Ike wotdd see odraelves and our treasme flowing down the Seine. 
Stiffs the priiiee caniSot db "vfitfaoti! money—and now and then, them 
Tisiits dur qnay a st»aitfay4ooking roan, a CSasedn, who calls hnn* 
Milf ihaster of die horse to his royal highness. But, in truth, he is 
comptroller of the household, and of the estates also, and he will 
come here in a very nnherhanded, inenmmtittg way, declaring that 
&eie has been disooiFeieda mineontme of the lands bdonging to the 
prince, and oflfermg to sett thenght of working, on condition of the 
dues and Yoyalties being paid in advanoe. When lefiisM and langh- 
ed at, he grows at last very angry, and Ihreeitens that the day wiH 
floon be at hand when he shall anive with a train of matchlocks, 
and make elean work of every shop oa the qaay, taking us all in 

** Tis very strange !** said 8t Maar ; ** ! thought the prince oonld 
oier good fsecuiity for money." 

" None better !" exdaimed the goldsmith eagerly. ** I would 
i«Bd hiin gold gladly txn fair mortgage. His lands are unburthened 
— and this Gourville seems defermined they shall remain so; he 
eMsems htmseil so aMe a negotiator, that he esra ihid die geld with-* 
out jdedging value. When he was in Germany on the IVince's af- 
iaam, sum* <tf money were placed with several of my friends for his 
vse* to be drawn for or remitted, as iesiiable ; and," continued the 
narrator, *' he drew on many goldsmiths hem, and received tbe 
fironey from tbe German bankers ; bat he did not draw in any one 
instance on the parties wifli whom money was lodged. So the 
Germans remaitied. unpaid, «&d die master <tf die horse took up die 
gold when he returned." 

** Bat will the Mnoe of Cond^ suiftir this disgrace !^ exdakned 
die youth, now muehaiAiamed'of his friend Gourville. 

«< Why, no, monsieur," lepliecrthegcddsmith. << He immediately 
gave the fibemsh bankers hiis perKHud bonds for the' sums appropri- 
ated by his agent-4mt dien tl]^ bonds have not yet b€ten paid— and 
IcQoaideriBDiiejpiitDtttwadioatiaciiH^ac^oodaskM^ Bstthe 



.Gascon i9% y^ty ini!MB^,kn^tnsi(BQm v^^ 

master kom all knowledge qI these and supilaF Uaasactioogir" • 

After tk» lasbion, the goidfuaith c^itinved lo ainafe the jQOtli 
with matteis for the most pait sew and eiiteitaiiuBa;,raB4 iopeigo fp 
•Jus ciii^qfloecpiliGd expeiience: He bt^gan to wondei that the manr 
to a etniQ^r should be bq coamMsiicative and. confiding f hiA lu» 
mspicsoiis, il he had any, woe fuH ao end to, 1^.^ BfjiYsl of th^^ 
appRQiice, mdiacaiiQe not alonei^ . He wa^oUowed by aa oAper of 
the maziiQipal cqrp^y cominandiB|g ufppea^ of tm oi adozeR meaift 
ibe diesa olt)uit farcer The fixst movemeiit ni^.the offwei waa -t^ 
jondfiT aaeqflmdk tD.the dpor;, he then s^ipcoached St. J^toi|»aiidinr 
iormed him -that a depositkm of xobbery had been awoia to befpca 
ft»priv^ k the Hotel de VBIe; that the apyceotice.ideQjtifiedtha' 
bracelet, the articler is questioo, a» one which, had been f^naet by 
liimaelf but a lew da^ sioce ; and thail^ fipm tha,iauk of the i%ht- 
ivi o^pmer^ il ifa^impossihle it coaildi hare cone into the hands id 
St Manx lawfidly ; and that he oinst biing all parties^ a9.well.a» 

tib svqppoaed sSoten article, bc^re the jir^^* 

The. youth stood confoundedi oot tIpDiigh Ime, bat ineselutioii!. 
If he were carried ta the Hotel de Yille^ there wapao chance of ear 
cs^ from the Coacieigerie, but by teHing his somewiiat imptobabl^ 
^oiy, and biii^ag^iboaC he kmw aat wliatsoit <4 exposiae amon^ 
ladies whom be deemed of qnality, besides letting eecsj^ a very 
piecioas aod cfaerisbed fla»et If he held lus peace, and saoght the 
interfaieixet ol the Fkinceol Conl^, he woi^d aodoabtedly be re* 
leased ; bat the stigma ol being a posseasion ol jew^ to which ha 
coiiU noft abow a lair claim would attaeh to his name and latara 
caroer* 

He looked at tb^ goidHKth ; bat tlie latter shiank toa his gau^ 
eoDsdoaaof dnito'ty,however io^tmightbethemotiTeforthe stc|p 
he had taken. Fot one moment only St JVIaur thought of n^sis* 
t^ooe;. I^ndsof wlittbisanceston had pecfeimad sing^hnadod 
rashed to memory, stined his.bl^od, and he looked jieicely oa hi^ 
loes; bot &eve were too jnany* «tea for the impetaosity of ywth^ 
and the thought died away. 

In do^r he ¥ras about to mumaiffr; bat a meia efficient 
protection than ins own vaknr was imxpecledljr foand ia tfaa 
eiowd whkb.BanouQded te a&op, aad which begm t» utter 
imprecatkne of vengeanee against the priv6t and sA connected 
with him. The^pr^i^ dt$ nmTtkand$ lot the tine, being was a 
4miM adhtml^ tiM rant «i& JMamin^Js^wiftilMiakM dc» 
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VTbe critts ooRfiniied to i^esease, s^renl wipckiWB w«i9 broke^t, 
4BC&d ^dwre vrw ereiy iftdicatkiB that die abo^Mioor would, b^ibfce4 
The gcddjsmith) k dismay) i^oisoaght (be protection of the officer, 
^Mk^ shddc hia h«ad« and oaidhe «faa«ld have enoiigb to ^ to pro- 
feet himaelf,' aad eaxry off the priaoneri. He wae sailed ibt tiouUe 
<tf attempting tbie laet-naniBd expleit» for the ^oor waA euddeolf 
.bust. open, which tineir <he Beatinel on his kneesi end then 
^^Btered oneof -taHuuieiSi arid address eiipeijior to the' i^ubble, who 
motioning them authoritaliyely toistend back»4shQt the door in their 
SfiBUDes,'*' 

<< Mon JOku t* exclaimed the goidsml&, ** it is MooBieur Ck)ur- 
irflie p» 

<* The very eaDfter-HUid y<f9st hunible8effvant4*' aaidthe master ol 
^e horse, howing low. 

'. Hie was aman o£ short stataiei well famed and lobiist, rich in 
•cippareiy weaxing the shoct otoak and plumed hat of the period ; his 
features evincing qnrcknesa and inteliigeDce^ and ewarthy to snch a 
d^iee, that he might nilMlily have cla^jmed aili^mee with gipsjrblood, 
and, like many of: that face^ possessing very regular and white teeth, 
itheir brilHuicy mweh heightened hy ^e odom* of the skin. They 
imd much room lor display^ lor ^e moHth w^us rather wideband far 
from adding to the heauty of the viao^ There was- wanting in his 
air and demeanour IheqvietBiess and repose ni^faieb generaliy accom- 
pany high hirth and rank \ arid his loag black locks, disordered and 
«ftraggikg, were arach^wt of keepng ^9d& the richly-laeed collar 
imcl velvet cloak- over whieh ^y fefl. • A sportive fancy might have 
deemed die hesd and its. appendages out (^j^aoe* in ccowning such 
s. well-tniamed pedestal of &teiy, or 4to» that ^t diapery required 
a more appropriatdly decoiBted head* 

- Turning from the goMsteilliv he addressed St IVfaiir in a- style of 
mmgled condescensionand famiitaiity-'-regretted that the youth was 
ih trcuble, but that he would see juatjce done— bttthe first wished 
to know who had brought the ^SvS^s men. The o&ev here took . 
up the conrversati^, telying that if M. Gkurville would accompany 
them to the Hotel de Ville, he woidd leain the Ivuth or h&isehood 
of the charge (^ robbery again^ his friend. 

«< Be not (bo Md,'^said GourviHe, smiling till both towsof teeth 
were bare — *^ the people are with diflRtity rtotiiaihed^-<daB Maeia 
daw 4t ha&d«-*<ai)& yoar Iliad are iii49h|JBi^ 
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Ibmng tfltered fhiff lneBace» thef^»ce ef wMoh fhe fiftmucipB&tf 
well understood, and no one more so than the officer against whcui 
H was direeted5 he havii^ been ddg|^ atid msnlted'by the popu« 
lace aH the way from the Hdtd de ViUe -lb Die quay, OoorviQe 
agam Teqtiested an exi^BBatf cm from -ft Maur. 

The youth briefly natirated the stoiy of his batgain wi& the gold- 
smith, and of the lattef having tneaeheionsly kepi him ia play 
whilst iris appttntice was in search of the guaid. Goamlle !]»• 
tened attentively, oeeasksudly casting a glance aibnnd, which took 
in Ihe entire shop and its contents. Ha Atn acMressed the gold- 
smith, saying r 

** A good lotmd som, friend Flattis! iSght hundred crowns ! 
And I see you have the money at hand, and !eady—« 

And so speaking, he strode up to that part of the shop where the 
goldsmiih had been essaying Ibe stones, and wbere stood, cm the 
counter, &e laige bag of gold which the mem had very ostenta- 
tiously placed &ere in order to delude St. Maur into the belief that 
he was acting «ncerely, and so lull any stispickm which &e depart 
ture of the assistant might have createdw 

*'S(ay ! stayf monseigneur,'* ^creaftied the merchant, ««that hag 
contains five times the amount I will tdl oat the gdd at once.** 

**I will save you tiie trouble, monsieur," repHed GonrviUe, 
grasping the bag wi^ one hand, while with the other he kept off* 
the bewildered goldanith. ** And now listen, all ! You, my young 
charge, who are entitled to eight hundred crowns erf this sum — you, 
friend Fotosi — saA you, slaves of the Mazarinian privM ! Nay» 
stir not, or my alKes outside shall turn house and aU over the para- 
pet. You must lend this money to the state, mon8iBut^--nay, I wiH 
hear no eitcuses— not one #ord, momiettr, unless you are disposed 
to double your patriotism. 1 will give you a receipt in the prineefs 
name for tiiree thousand two hundred downs !* 

The goldsmith was furious, stonned, tore his hair, and calied on 
Ihe municipel foreeto protect hiin and his property ; and then burah 
mg into tears, fell down on his knees, begging GourriHe to restoie 
the money, or he shonld'be totally mined. 

But the master of the horse bidding St Manr^uep the door, and 
at the riightest attempt <m the pert ol the foice to interfere, to caU 
in aid from without— a tiueat whdck idfeetuaUy kept the officer and 
his men at bay^-proceeded delibeiately to tell out eight hundred 
crowns for his friead, aad flien having satisfied himself that the 
lesidQe was conectly 8l«M» ha calkd lor iak and papers and handfid 
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tE> tiie goldsnilbi ft leceipt forfhe money, for ihe nm ^tim Wboe 
of €ond^> and to be lehttbutBed to ^ lender, wtdi Interest, by the 
royal exchequer 4 

Then addressing the goldsmith by the style of Signor £1 Dorado, 
lie bade him and his munieipal friends keep close within doors^ 
while he ledaway^^d dispersed hi3 body-guard ; which done, bow- 
ing low, he quitted the shop with St. Maur. 

It required some address, to disperse the popuUic^ for they had 
taken a str»|^^an<y to spoil the coats of the pi^vSts men ; and 
the appearance of the jeweller's shop was very enticing. But Goor* 
Ville led th^m gradually towards &e Pont Neuf , by throwing an 
occasional largess to be scrambled for in honour oi his highness of 
€ond^ ; and when heieiiched the bridge, a £smons station for the ora- 
ion of the faction, be oon^ved to elude their faidver notice by mix* 
itig with "die crowd there assembled. 

St. Malir, glad in the first instance of the infetierence of his friend^ 
tras horror-s^ck at the mode in which the aftur temtinaled. The 
poor goldsmith had indeed praised the master of the horse for his 
dil%en'oe and fidelity, and f<x the very economical system adopted 
in regulating the prince^ household, and in the management of the 
estates with which he was intrusted ; but the late procedure, to his 
mind, appeared to resemMe dre action of a Turkish pacha, ijither 
^an the eonfidential servant of 'a Christian prince. Some trace of 
this feelifig, no doubt, displayed Hself in his fejse, for Oounrilie,- 
when fhey were alone, striking liim on the f^oulder, bade him have 
more courage, and walk the streets of Paris as fearlessly as though 
he -were loid tsl the city. To accomplish Ihiff end, he laid down 
several maxims, the principal of which were — to stigmatize one^r 
opponent as a Mazarinian, which would infallibly turn on him the 
vengeance of the mob— always to wear the Isabel-coloured scarf of 
the Prince of Cond6, which he was sorry to see St Maur had not 
yet adopted-'^-and again, never to exhibit the least' tUMe of fear of 
srny one attached to the court of Mazarin, for that all was power- 
less and rotten in that quMter-— iwitancing how timidly the privdVs 
men erept along the bye-stteets in their way to the goldsmith's, as 
though they were escaping from justice, instead of being its instru- 
ments. He ccngiatnlaied the young man in his having been so 
happy as to fall in with the 4»pie8 who were walching the%- move- 
mentSjSfekd who dogged them to tiie'Quai des Orf^vres, a ^t he had 
a great partiality for, and which had induced hioH happily for St 
Maur» to jean hi the fftmiit 
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Talbe yfwth'n iofinite relief, lie at kng^ dis^ia^^ iin, t1^ 
^ odvicelQ 1)6 car^fcU q| Iub aa»Q^,.wik€i| 1^. had matty mMe wwitk 
bxacelets to dispose oL 
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iMr «tt t«ii to »y ih«Ag!&«fl, n Ibtfdf tdKfe,' ' 
. OrtaBW90k'BenoaPd.tkoilfetiiwmU>the§fmadS' 

. . And ^r the peace .of jgtt I hold axkcix strife 
As twixt a miser and Ids if^6%Atlr is fonnd. 

'. . Vabjovs^w^j^b the oonjeictiireft of the host of . the Goldep Aoget 
and the.8|iboidiiiate iRttmtes in accotBifi^ lor the eudden jiffiueno^ 
of St. Maur ; but all their surmises weie act leng]i& iteflol^edi la ther. 
mind of la Motte, into two predic^meots-^thajr he most banr&either 
waylaid and robbed a p^aeenjger, or h^dlecQuite to gamhig-^thm^ 
nnich in vog;ue in Paris. High play had bees saactioned both by 
Bieheliea and Mazarin* as an occupation fori and rent to the exa*. 
tabiiity of f the French character; and when atitborily sets an eX'«; 
ample of deinoralizajtion, it need haxdiy be oiNKorvedihat the crowd 
is ea^r tp ioHoyr. The sagaciouj^ landlord oi 3t- Maur, howeve^^ 
knew him tO'^iave been without. the meana of hazaidiog a stake aft 
play^ at leasts at any leaort where gold, in such %aaptity as he had 
shown jbpaiself in possession of, could have ciicalaled i he had^^ 
therefore^ pret^ nearly made up his mind to the. unfaTODrable alter-'r 
native^ and debated im a while whether he should carry bis suspi< 
eions to the H6tel-de-Ville, hoping thereby to gain credit, aood fan 
TQiir his own long studied approach to municipal honours. £u| 
then them weie reason^ agadnst such a procedure. 

It was not till a later period i& the le^ of Louis XlV., that ther 
foundation was laid of that most searching system of police, of 
which France, or its rulers, hai?e since boasted. JDuring the minor"*, 
ity of Loafs, the care af the city was in tiw castody of the municipal 
powers ; and these, like adjf the other constltuiiooa} elements of the- 
stale, were in too much actual^ approaching: eaUisicRf to carer 
aboirt the snapicioos of La Motle. Oar host woald hav^ met with 
but liule attention af the Rdtel-de^ViDe, had hie. pertinacity |rampt«»' 
ed an unfaTouzable report of his lodger, imlew, indeed^ ^dj^' ^^* 
Qoanced him as a spy of Idazariq, ^hen he would have metwithfli 
Mreie rebuke, as the pr4v6t was well, fcaowa tp be i^ j;ilariism,of 
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file Caii^iidi^aadr^ ^'ve deoowioedtfae. j^ m m-fff/fj M iStk% 
other psurt|;>4QdtagaaaBt the pr^al9» wquld it%Te been, .what no 0119 
wifibipg to keep house over head, and haviog a due regBod for the 
mi^ aod ^majefi^ of tbe populace* would dare to do. At dw 
time of which we are writing^ when ^ a criminal who had openly 
violated, th^ laws, or when fmyaione iUuatnoua cfiendear iigainst 
the ruling^ powers, was required to occupy a oeliin the Coaciex|^ria 
or the fiastUle^ he was sought for,, and tracked wkh dH^nce ;. bat 
merely uakoowBy or euspeote^ adventurers, or aeduded plotter9» 
were soiSered to briag thek plains into maturity wititout iaeurring 
conectional visits £ron^ the ahenff or hia ioll^era. 

La J^otte, tl^erefoM, after due. oonsidenili^ay thought it wiaest tai 

let the matter ^biop £or a while ; beeides hia.giieet wo«ld<now psovai 

« more profitable customer and make up for lost tiaw. St Maur, 

all uncooscious of these deliberations, did not ieav^e ^^auberge^ aa 

had been foreshadowed in his dream, humbly and pn^foqU but waa 

carried to the Place Royale in a. sedan, -a mode of conveyance put an 

practice by those unable to afod the luxury of horses. Soma 

misgivings he had of hist repeption^ it m%ht--but this idea h# 

ahook from him dj8daiofally-<-Tbe but aruae.,^ gmrurffaxsi^aei^ 

by his inamorata {0 rid herself of .his iraportunity4 and that he should 

jGind, on his arrival at fhe maq^oo, that his presence was unlookedl 

for, and his fay: entertainer unknown. And whiU was he to do ift 

audi a predicament, habited in his pqstiy masquerade^^obes? At 

other times he might have been dbposed tp lawghat such an idea, hu( 

he had become the- sl^ve of love^— of )ove at first «ght, oc it might ba 

more truly said, of love unseen^-and he.wa^ ill-disposed to mirths 

He had reijErained from tnaking inquiries oonfiemiilg t^e oecQpam 

«f the h<Mt leist he,^uid, by^such joaeans, evea but slighdyi com* 

promise his nootaraal goddess. Qn and ving. he Jiow^er foand» 

by. the number of . equipages^ the glare of torches^ c^nd cries of lae- 

queys, that the.jpoasked ball was no aary.nothingy-but a reality. 

The hotel was a hauidsome edifice, aunounded by a faU^ry whkh 

opened into ajpcades. From beneath the arcade, a ihaor open* 

ed into the,yestibuie, and this, ied to the! principal staircase. Ha 

«xperienced no interruption in ascending the silkan-eoveiod statta; 

and .could not help.ssailing beneath the juasqua. aa moiBory brought 

to mind his seasatipns of the preceding evening on wxtaasaiiig a simi* 

lar scene at theHc^l de CJbtevrBU9e> , How lowlgr then hia ilto l« 

How struck by poverty his eoaditioB I What aijuU JnetveeD^hifli 

aoid the saloon of the duchess! 



^ Twenff-f^ur hotrrsliad briefly pasied, and he wto eaUStm^, tfn hi* 
yited, though'Oertairdf myeteiiovfs gtfeet, into an ftbodeas rich and 
ttiagnificentl clothed Itt strmptttoas 8Cpparef , his pone heary with 
gold, his courage ekte and hopes anient, nothing aihng in hody (A 
i&ind, bttW slight beating df the hedit- 

Tkne was, when we should h^e nfiiilftely ttnfoMed (be elegance 
M the apdartnlent^ and the variegated splendotir of the scenes bttt 
fittlBce it for ns now fer say, tbaA St l^trr totmd himself in the 
centre of such refinement and civilization as the seventeenth century 
cotlld boast of. Society vris then destitnte of the polished manners 
and graceful amenity which it shce owed I0 Lbtils; — at the period 
e^ our sAory, a meife child, daily playing at soldiers with his brother 
of Anjou, and little dfeamtig of the influence he was fated to ezer- 
else over Christendom. There was ho deficiency of wit, beauty, or 
even literature, to enliven the saloon of the period ^ffe are writings 
ef ; but ^lere was wanrting a self-Strstalnment arid harmony of 
purpose, vHiich in a later age has exhibited the spectacle of a crowd** 
ed drawing-room, whose vi»tanfS have been chstrmed and enlivened 
without the aid of masked bufibonety, deep |l!ay, or luxurious vi« 
ands. Then, these adjuncts were needed, not in so greiCt a degree 
as in the preceding age^^the era of court-masks, mock-fights on 
land and watef , and long-spun allegoriifial exhibitiems by which 
&e court atid its precincts were turned into one vast pidy-booth— - 
but the turbulence; and even the fetochy of the noUesse were not 
extuict, as might be' witnessed by their sanguinary duels. The 
grandes domes and dtmoixUtsoi tike dge, had not, except in a tfte- 
k'ttttt the same power to hold captive flie sittention of the men, 
irhieh they haive since aequiied ; when, therefore, several hun- 
dred of the fattf spirits of tiie age were cooped within the narrow 
walls of a P^sian hotel, recoune vrss had to the frolic of the mas- 
^pierade, the exeitement of the dance, or the sdifii^ and absorbing' 
apirit of gan^g,'to make the hours pass lightly and gaily. 

St. Maur, who had never witnessed such a scene, or any nearer 
spproach to its splendour, than the staid, sderam, morning levies of 
the Pkniee of Condi, was too mueh dazzled for a whOe, even la 
loedr lor the hk genius of the place. 

But how ttnA her amid the crowd, if she were not £sposed to 
diaeQiver hemsH ? And was he certain of agaiii behdding the lair 
e^^aiitiofi which had so enchaflAed hnn ? CoaM he feel sure that. 
ilit WW Ml moekhi^ his se aidi ' ' perh aps, even, at that very mo- 



mei^ fldeort m tovvm omiceelawn^aiid ift poiseniDii of telcey 
tt> his identity, WBtchiiig his m0>r<meiits> nd laaglttng hiehiad hei 
mask at the idly of a yanog man who ooaM deem himftelf, after a 
casual iaterriew* the efajcet of aolicitnde to -a lady of high rank, aa 
he could not hirt deem herv .Hope, hewever, ^ii^eied words oi 
eomlodr and Jbe passed irom gnmp to groi^ mainly skririiig to 
eatch, among, the feir masquers, soine fugitiTe tone or gesture 
which woald tetmy the iady ol the yal«de*Gni6e« Jdany a joyous 
^lai^b* and now and then a gentle sii^, woidd fall upon his eari 
but not echoed from her he sou^t To seek lor any tdten of re« 
SQgnitioa among the grotesque maskers, he soon fmmd was la* 
boar thmwn away; hut there were many ladies, he remarked, in 
aim{de (lemino C06tnme« whose, doak and short black mask', with 
ito border of crape, could not conceal a steiy tress or dimpled chin« 
These he ecenned yery dosely» and his apparent curiosity did not 
escape their notice, and subjected him, in his turn, to a severe 
scrutiny. He at length bethought himself, that« as he was no 
doubt watciied» by at lesAt one of the laige assemblages, he mighti 
by: withdrawing himself from the crowd, perchance discover lA 
any masque followed his retreat* or took any interest m his de«> 
parture. 

Leaving the emwdi he hastened to the entrance of the saloon* 
passed the open* wide-spread doors, and had reached the head oi 
the stairease, when, with the air of one who had changed his mind* 
or forgotten some object, he suddenly turned round, and re-entered 
the hall of the revel. . Whether the ruse^ weie successful or not, 
he conld not determine, but he certainly detected one in^e habit 
ol a Sybil) who^by her retrograde movement, - might have been 
following his footsteps, and was now retramng her own.- Appear- 
iag not to notice her course, for he was now resolved to oppose 
cunning to cunning, he again sought the crowd, walched the antics 
of those disposed to be merry, and lingered often. in oneapartment 
Vhere the masques, assemeled roiind a table, were busily engaged 
in games of dice} endeavoudng the white to keep an eye on the 
Sybil. He wasireryeoon rewarded' with the conf»<^ioa that she 
did vi«toh him, and at length,; by the proximity, Uiat' she might 
Bothe unwilling to unfold his fortunes. He knew not why, but he 
trembled at her anwoeeh* his courage failed, his eyes seemed to 
grow dizzy, and he could nolooger distinctly see the sable firma* 
vmit spangled with stSH^ with: which she was enveloped. Abash* 

ed, he withdrew a pace beneath fk piSffiWfAf deeoMM^djfd^^which 

4 



■dorned iheiimlto; thk mcnrenmni so far wpunM bim Ifonlkthe 
thuoBf } tfaflit ^er further apptotu^ wouM mtk» it appaarent 4o otber^ 
as weU-ashiniBelf, diat the object was (oaccoat the bashful kaigbt 
of the Holy Order. She paused for a mooiei^ balancing on her 
e^p,a0thoHgti dubious whether she riiotiid m^ oatensibly pQisoa 
the recresint noviciate) who feared, yet lana;edlo,he«r the lo^ ttc<i 
cents which memory so faithfally retsdoed. Fortunaetely^ a marie 
eoneealed hii$ &ce;bat his whole frame trembled witik Midons ap^ 
prehension of fortheomfng delight 4 his breathing was irtiort — btt 
alas ! as f^ort-lired was his happiness. 

At th&very moment that the Sybil fnnsed in uncertainty, tiM 
chimes of the time^pece emitted their riiarp dulcet tOBe»*-4he looks 
ed apl started) and taraed slowly away» loamg herself- from tm 
sight in the crowd. This act reoaUed so forcitdy the air of - her 
who had taken leave of him at the convent of the Vai-de^Taoe-^ 
the same style of tsOquettish reluotanoe ^ partin^^tiiat he vmB 
more 4han ever convinced tbtatshe and the Sybil wete the sftma* 
Regaining courage as-sheVftnisbed, he followed in porsait ;• but riie 
had left the saloon. In die adjoining one, he eaught sight of' hef 
lor one moment, as she passed into the last <^hB»ib«r openiog oil 
the grand staircase. He then thought her gone for ever. The 
idea maddened hior; he pushed very rudely thnnigk a group of Sa- 
tyrs and Baochmals^ ated found the fair &fbii itr eanieflt 4ki0auti 
With a reveiend astrologer^ who had Just entered' the hattof <later« 
tainment 

* The young man fotbore to press imi their interview ; hut a new 
fbekng was rapidly springing luto growth, which renderod hivi 
the most unenviable of lovers. He longed wry ardendy to placfc 
tiie soothsayer by the besid, and would ^adly have stripped him of 
aM t^e outward inaigaia of soience ; nor wus his hatred diminishedl 
by observing, dial although the beard was white, silvery while; 
und he bore a sfeaif fitted to support the tottering steps of age, yet 
his walk indicated tfaestrengdi ol fflaahoDd,aiid he«airied his head 
as one to whom wisdoso had not beeome a burdmK i 

Nor was il wry long eie the astiologer became aware that hti 
footsteps wete watched, at which he showed evident signs of dis-^ 
pkaaure. A short but earnest dafaiBe appeared to ensue between 
him and the Sybd) and in ihelieat of die disouMue^ oatohihg bold 
of her wrist, he heM it for a lew seoonds, speaking the while veiy 
impatiently; -dien letthtglhe aim drop, Ibe faidy diatppegnd, and tlM 
i«Mleg«4diii»d«>*€0|ifiNBtdiii|)9u . 



and lelt mudi ohofed aa&di^^o^ to^anelf the aetitilQger di&Bot 
tfiotd a dkflct ppetext; like two camboa geneiaiar^dfih oontented 
IdiDBell ¥hiki3kmma§ ibenotkiiBof tbetotfaer. . The yotnig maa 
' ofea Um^ tdfted fortbU J^bilf but dk» dad notmtimi* I'iM astro- 
loger Idlterei od^ appaieat^^ utrt .inalleiitive to the motions of the 
*ltii8y«:ietelie»; he mig;ht' be^as-St JAaar imagined, endtevowing to 
penetrate the diagfitiiMgf and wmuinghSmsdl with eonjectores on dieir 
ideatify^reverl/aad aBon^castiiig anisyt-onihe foitfh« and once or 
twiea indieatisg: aa- extHme impatieafie^ as thcMigh iKwthif; some 
cnefs apfproach^ 

'^ Jb tifeis atete vfimitiialieintpieioB^ dMf at lengft fonad tbemselT^s 

-luwr the diee^tahles ;.and the astrolqfier* saddealjr easting aside his 

^tesBEve* made aigas^ cbBlleaging the youth to a irial of fortune^ 

•Oae-of the byataodera taged oar kaigfatol the Holy Older not to 

p]fey'mAi aaiiBttoLpgerywha assuredly would not tenture on ^cames 

. «tf . cfaanae unl^aa he had prediettd his own saocesa A kttle monk^ 

luDweveTriuged him by ail ai^fois ta^wia the aertolegef's g(^ $ 

:tjiat ii^was wcU knoiipn, &oni ttmeinaaeroonal, tiiat- the membera 

0f hia ptnfeBsioa vtfoe lools, and so far bom being: abkrto read iheifer- 

tttnes of their contemporaries, could never so much as get glimpse 

eiiai;^ in'thanuigicniitxor d fate to avonl their owBtuin, and make 

It tanelyesebpelfreiii the scomrge dnd faoUse of ^olteelioai 

The ttigiiineQfts, either for or agaiast dietventore/had bat litde 
Weight with 8t;Maur ; he -akeady fe^ bitteily jealous^ol dte mask 
•and of the ii^ieiice wfaidi . be appealed lb exeo-dse- orrer the S^« 
bil. He- accepted^ chkHenge with as nueh determination and 
aagemess as h€ would have received' ^n c^r to measmre rapiers 
Irith his antagoniet The . stakes were at first very high» and for- 
tune or victory, did not incline much to eithtf side-; giaduaUy» 
however, the a^cologer increased the ventUfes^ doubling and treb- 
ling them, whether he won^ or lost^ so that tiie strile had at length 
BuiBcient interest to attract a^luge eooooiifse of guests aionad- the 

Ittwtts vei^avidtot to ^ cool tuuiapasBioued l^nstandeim that 
tha object of thrastrologiff waa, at any riids^ to aidke baiycnipt hia 
opfNniettfc;' and. it was equally evident, that if Ms TSaobrtes were but 
large enough, he would eventually in eome.happy tfatow aueeeed* 
•k vras thus apjMuent, that the contest would be finally dei^ided in fa- 
vour f3i him whose purse was deepest Both, were held, even 
in that gambling age, to be most ^ng ttM^neltoagaiMslsfa^ 
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Irat wfaliteTer \ime flie diaiBSter of tlie astNdoger» the jndgdient 
'witfSTery Mm as regarded St M»iv> who, aUhoagh deptived in 
youth xd the admonitknie and lei^iie dl a kmng parent or fuat- 
dian, ^oras by i happy tempemment ixte ham anytendeney fowatds 
that rk^. He staked his^d as reaoktely againtt jiiB epgootad as 
he would have belahom^ him with a ^iudgel, or thrust at htm wHStt 
a small dwoid, and he sabnAtted to te heavy ventaies; beoanae it 
was'tfae law of the contestihey were engaged in. 

Tlie moment came at length which the-experienead'speetatorshad 
loieseen. The youth's velvet pmne was drained la matdi te as- 
trologer's desperate plunge, and his throw fell short of > that of his 
bearded antagonist, who apeii leaping this yeUow harvest; thtew 
down triamphantly another ataJce. St Maar tmnUed with vaca- 
tion ; his blood chflled» and his limbs fdt beannnbed; he> woald 
have coined his vety garments, has arms, even, for g<^, for one 
more throw. Saddcmly he bethought himself, that he had not, m 
every instance deposited the witaniags in bis pume, but. that on due 
or more occasions, a pccfaet had been the hasty leoeptaele. . He 
felt.for the stray pieces ;«aU eyes glistened at him thioagh their 
mashs ^ the gdd was lbittd» and he threw down on the table some 
five or ^ pieces* 

The stake was not <Nie-lenth the amoont 0f the astrologei^s ; bat 
the masques cried out for fair play, and that he ahoold reduce hia 
risk to the capacity of the kai^. Before lime had been allowed 
to accede to^ or reject &e demand* a little monk, who in other in- 
elanoes had made himsetf oonspiQaous, drew the attention ol &e com- 
pany to the ooadition of the knight's gdd,4eclariBg that such scar- 
vy coin must have been carried by seaie pilgrim to puigatoxy as 
an intended bribe, and been well sweated in that hot region. And 
truly, six such cripp}ed« maimed» and defaced pieces were never 
before seen together in company. St Mattr» distmeted and asham- 
ed of the circamstaaoe, declared that the ^M he had brought with 
htm was all of one coinage, and bright as when iasoed fhim the mint 

" Then the white beard cannot object to play against his own 
gcrfdf* ezelamied the mopk, looking towards the as t ioteg ar , .bm the 
latter had disag^peared, tiddng care, however, iD'Oany away bieatak^. 
All present deeleared the astrdoger an arrant cheat and im^oaitsr, to 
laist off* such villainous pieces of money; St maur.war greeted with 
the empty honours of conqueror, aa thie other had ibrsook-tfaa bat- 
tle ;>-«ad gone oS» as one ol the maakeis dedaiedtWidi a vagmnt 
•istec ia » 4oba ol eiMB. 



'' And. tndy.^ ckM tiie iBank, <* that mom pe» td ateUght cQf?* 
med a very piettf ankle, r- 

Here was moie misery in store lor thepoor youth ; ke, who but 
a. ahoit hvitr uaoe.had been^ eo isdiaQt of hope, so blessed with 
eSKpectalioB. The ^ purfde light of kive** waa indeed* now dead 
within .him* paled by the ydkiw torch of jealousy. What a fair 
^eam of romaoee was extinguished by the flighting conduct of the 
i$ybil i Ife who had fondiy tawed a resembhrnoe betWieen his own 
late and that of so ma&y. heroea ol romantic lore— weil*bom, but 
poor, without fiaends* atrnggling- with adversify* led on unsubstan- 
tial, di^s-drearas, yet lereUing in the paradise of a luxuriant imagi* 
n«tioa'--«nd yet moie glorious — a fair reedity dispelling the vision- 
ary soene,. and beckonii^ on to love and fortune. This picture, so 
o^ drawn lor the amusement of ardent youth — and which be» 
ia his owB person, had. so seemingly realized-r-was now shivered 
ia &agm^ts \ and he, again stood alone in the world, in his origi- 
nal poverty, humUedand humihaled^ and yet more deeply struck 
in the angniahof a t^oanded heart. YouUi often pi^ dearly !(» its 
|og» and aspuatiena^ and its lever of early kwe ; and the man of 
antarer years and withered hopes, has yet someconscdation, that — 

His mind ia such as may not mCT« 
For beauty bright or force of love. 

The forlorn St Maur, in his robes (^ knighthood, which he longed 
to.flmg aside as a bitter mockery, rasfaed from the observant ga2e of 
fte spectators, elieitmg by his actione the remark, thatlor so bold and 
daring a pkiyer, he* displayed a lamei^ble' want of fortitude in ill- 
luck. 

Escaping from the suite of salocmB, and anxious for solitude, he 
gained the lobby or gallery which opened on the stmrca8e,but the 
g^are of light below, and the noise of lacqueys and grooms^ 
caused him to refmin ^?om descending. Ihe eomperative sedasiott 
of the gallery, cut off inm the scene of revelry by an ante-roon^» 
and by tiie intervening staircase, from the noisy tumult below, invit* 
ed his steps, the more especially as an open window 'at &e Isr end 
a&nitted the air freely. Thither he repaired^ and was agreeably 
•arprised to find that it overlooked a small garden, and was so con- 
structed as to serve the double purpose of door and window. A 
small hanging staa«ase led to the parterre below. All here was 
quiet, and St Maur, yielding to- impulse, pre^pared to descend. The 
little^ ataiicase, a ladderihad eirideatly been an aft«-tho«ght> «iid 



fonned bo ptfit of te4effi||;iiof'tlie aiobilBet ; 

it was a disii^reinent to the garden-facade, And jnn 'iloping 

the windows of the floor beniealb. 

Aa tlie disconeokite youth passed elswljr doiWB the steps, his eye- 
caught the tefiection of light between Ihe i^angings ^vlrhich dsrkeRed* 
^ e window of one of the lower apartments. Curioeitf: inMed him 
to lingw for a momeiit 9 stooping low to discoirer inm whenovihe 
light proceeded-; a Tery small openitog betwieeii the edges oidie 
damask cmtains discoveied a ha&dsome^ chamber* well lighted^ A 
higb«backed, carved chair* of ample dimensions* wtlh hs bade totlMi 
window, contained a lady ; one foot alone was visible^ and onefh^ 
hand glancing forth ever and anon, blessed the eight of .theseeset be*' 
holder. At her feet, on aa ottoman, sal a man* whom St Mawrta 
his surprise and indignation, lecognised as the hated astrolo^r, the 
purloiner of gold and mistress hoth,and wh6 paid his iosseain^lighft 
and defaced coin, fioming mit revenge and jealousy, he doahled 
not whose fair fonn was hid behind the antique chair. Thefirst im*- 
pulse, was to break in upon their interview, upbraid the lady lor h» 
scamely kneW what, and stigmatize' the aslRiloger as.a cheat moA 
impostor ; and fortune so fai ^vomed thiadesiga, as to jnteipoee im 
difficulty in finding the way to the door of the apartment It was 
indeed, by some mischance, a little open ; but the short interval of 
time which had elapsed, had been so far beneficial as to cool his 
frenzy ; woA he bad scarcely crept within the apftrtment, ere hit lelt 
all the awkwardness and imjffof riety of the proceeding, and «ii^>ti' 
$ioa arose that he might not be sueh an iajliied being as he had «t 
first deemed himseU* A scisen which rw partly across the room 
and concealed his presence, afforded an opportunity of retreating ua« 
perceived; and tim earnest convematiop which was carried on by 
ths lady and her swain> prevented them from diacoveriog that theif 
privacy had heen brotai in upon.' He stood irresolute, anger still up* 
peoBOst, ardently desirions of revenge on the astrolQger,.hQt towanis 
^ enchanting ;SyM gentler leelingii prevaited. What should ha 
do? Chance, aX this crisis; gare no further tuoefcwdelibeiatioiik 
lor the lady- suddenly rase Irom the. chair ; and as her voice swelled 
with the iacieasing passion which influenced thi* motement, ho 
found, to his disoaay, that.he was oBistaken in her pelfeon. It was 
not the voice of her he loved. He had baidy time to take lef uga 
between the screen and ih» wall« ere the lady came forward, talking 
vehemently the while; the it9lrok)ger arose from his footstool, and 
ifl^ pvepaiing to taUow* bat ahe toratdflhaiflywuiid,aiid«mi« 



.faz PJO^UM mOTAB. *13 



tfuuided hri& to Be teaM^ vbieh wte m ht kntamato'iatJSL-Mma't 
^htt^'fae gained his* pine t>f eonoeafaDent u^icroMvvd^ thdugk hk 
^O0}tioti was tmhappy emitig^, ita beiB^^-foiiced lo wnaiit an iiaWill» 
ing listener to a converaatiim in whidi'lie'beilieiied bnnnli to hare 
M inteveflt^'obd to niii'the mk; in additic»ii» i«liiek'» apy cannot fail 
Id^MifccmBiw on fehrhidde&'grei^ 



t • 



CHAPTER Y. . 

-•«*■■, ' tl • • '•••!•' * »• . : • • I • . 

.. > TlkeQiiffeaiiT^la^dUurtjth^nsandstnDgs 
. / If sl^ hath tfme to breathe, be well assured 

'" - ' Her Action vrill be fail as itrong to ours. 

'■' SftyMAxm. had iMt; hemk-muof nwrales- iii hia frecarioiia tefRoe^ 
€te the taaoyaiiee-hte'felt ivoa chiKgedt^disiiay andextnme alaim 
lor tfaa kBpnidesiipeheliad been gtidly of. TlieaflliGlogcr bad thiomi 
ai^db' bid mask, and* disdbsed featntea y^akk : cohU not bnt . be 
ifrell 'Imo^n, aljeaiit tiiRrngtoot tike capital. Il;iiia8 .^ Qarflinai 
Mazarifi who Attfaus loorl^ at tlie leel of l&e iady ; and. she; by 
Ihe laiu^Mage used, if other evidence- were vantin^^eeuld benooth^ 
tMA' i(he qtieen-iagent,' Anne of Ai»ttia» aoahe was popn^ariy called. 

' By degvecs, for the cenlaaioB of the young^ man was so gnal,fhal 
lie cdtiid not readily eonnect his ideas; &e mystery <^tbe last twenty^ 
fbiir honrs was disappeaffing. He heatd enough to warrant the 
general opinion of thi extxeilie regard, if not tfeetion^cfnterfaiaed by 
Inr majeMy for die nrisistsr ; iandl)y hicidintaft rsmerlDs he^ learned 
the extreme caution-adopled by the Queen in preserving their mote^ 
private interviews a^seere^ even to the eoi^Sdeatml nkonbers of her 
hmisehdd. : <^n when it was believed' &i Bafia, and even- in the 
F^dais Royal, that Mazarin was doeriy shvt -vp in his hotel, afraid 
10 Vd»toT8.oot. through Ibar for his persond slafety, aad also^. that 
lib piessnoe at* the psdaceshbuKdnot eompnmise his iDyalvmiatresa 
in her ptelended overtures to the party of the Prince of Coodd; and 
when it was supposed that the ^leen herselfy-distracted with her 
perilous situationyand the imminMit daB||er which hung ovor the 
young Kkig, was at prayei^ in her oratory, or had retired for that 
holy purpose to the 4»in vent of the^ Val^de-Giaoe — a eonvent wbich 
dM 'hadi lemoved firom tha vidtey of that name toPdna^ builds 
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ing for theimiiBii smiiptiibvB edificevandendowiBg it wiih rich i»v)^ 
nues-Mdie was in leaHty ia dqae confieresee wiib the miniflteiv-^ 
either at liis own dotaiicile/to which ahe bed resorted in diflgniae»or 
at the Yal'dei^raoe, or ether ^Twued spot 
< ' It did not leqoiie mnch sagaia^ to identify her nujea^ wilfa tht 
elder lady, whom our young adyenfturar had had lilt hon^ar to«8cait 
to the convent. If he had been himself more at ease, he might have 
admired dn courage or ohstinacy, as many called it, ci the qneen, 
in clinging at all risks to her favourite minister, and incurring 
such peril lor his sake. But his own danger he deemed very 
great ; for although he hiad by sonie rare accident found very easy 
access to the privacy of her majesty, he could not but suppose that 
aid was dose at hand in the event of surprise. What little reason* 
ing power was left him» was at work to trace the connexion of his 
fair charmer with royalty, and also her position in the great worid 
of Paris, and whether she were really the mistress of the mansion 
he was now in, and invitsd her gayfrienda tonhe pfasasure ol a mas- 
querade> as affinding aconvenieiiifc opportunity for eeeiet and unsva* 
pected intoviews between the Cardinal and her royal mistress o» if 
flihe were a more humble, though faithful confidant, and th^ qaeen 
indebted to some other dame of high degree lor the jdaeeirf meeting. 
As they sat, for the Queen had resumed her seat, St .Maar had 
the leisure, though not often the courage, to venture a glance at the 
illustrious pair. The Cardinal was about forty, well made, Aongh 
not handsome, yet possessing passable featuiea, smooth and unruffled 
by passion ; a face which, in its laugh, indicated cunning without 
ferocity, and when at rest, exhibited Sf plain gravity ol aspect befiU 
ting a dignitary of fiome and a minister of France His manner 
towaids the Queen was humble and decofous— ^and Anne would not 
have brooked odier behaviour even from him— yet his language 
evinced a setded purpose of having his own way in the aiatteiaan- 
der discussion, and a surety id gaining it, though obliged, to use afl 
the form of reverential courtesy. 

t The Queen was older than ^eCaidioai, yet retamednmeh el the 
beauty which had formerly ^ptivaled the gay Duke of- Bneking^ 
ham'*-4hat far-lamed gallant, whose diamonda adhered so lightly to 
bis garments, dud he eould, by shaking doak^ and flumes, bestrew 
the presence-chamber. Her form might havtf lost someof. its sym- 
metry, bat her features were still lovely, and the arm and hand 
wocfty of the odes addressed by the poets of Fnmce. Her n^jesty* 
•8 iras also the eiM vith die other hnportan t peisQnagea of die kin^ 



(torn, had been ^loroiigbly kept in snbjttfkm by Itkbefiee': to aitlN 
jugatod to his wiU was herself, iicr lluflbaiid, and the wut, thai 
she bad not even the choosing of her own attendaats and ladies of 
honour. 

JEUcheiiett dead, his' iion tnncy bn^en, Abd^ who had been ac* 
eouated weak and* Bgmtkm, began-lo show her trae ehalaete^ 
The great ^depositories of power, themselves eiewhik the slaves 
of Bidieliea, and who had severally planned sqhames of pesmi* 
deemed easy of saoccss d^ring the leigp of a minor and leeUe 
wooum* were nneqieetedly checked by the detenninatioB <rf the 
Qneen to seign withont ^sontnd. Her talents for. paUie i^Emqb wwe 
but jnadione, bttt her oouiaga^ which amounted to obstiaaey, stood 
IB placeof .(he more varied and saMle powers essential to a nikr; 
and being ever Greeted to one end,* the presesvatkm of the prerogsp 
tive, involving in her eyes one of its most importsnt functions^ 
choice of a mittister, she was often «nabledyby ^e consisteiKy of 
her pursuit, to. triwnph over the changing aims: and' piunsiiitft ol 
tiie Coi^^ faction* 'Alatgesbave of coqaslry was often of ad- 
vgotage in daxading and entidng* over some vain ndile from hn en** 
amy's ranks. 

Thus in a nation, whose constitneni dements, after a long stats 
of torpor, had sliddenly awakened to restless activity, and in which 
the problem was still unsolved— with whom should reside the 
power — Anne stood, not unwocthy to maintsin the post sl^e oocn* 
pied. 

• Tfaepre wem iOAeetaigs, perhaps, in which the Queen was io^g;0ttenr 
in the woman, and the afiection she entertained for the Caidinai was 
permitted to show itself ; but fdrtanately lor the deodrum of. the 
court on the present oecaaon, when by some sttange mischance a. 
stranger had obtruded himself on the stokuk interview,, the con versa*' 
tjon was almdst exttestvely political* . A cnsts was at hand whicfe- 
might ter|nittate«ven fatally for toyalty,and Aiitae had too much 
soase to trifle away th^ precious hours of their iaeogndo. Those 
QOBversf^t with the practices and intrigues of coufts can abne be 
fully aware what a lengthened mazeh the Cafdinal and his loyal 
miatiees gwned over, their ^opponents in th^ unsuspected inter- 
yiews — when the simple £Bu;t, of its being known that royalty and- 
its councillor have had an mterview, is.so^kient to destroy and cin^ 
eumvent th^ best-chosen ministerial plans. . - 

Often did the .Cardinal beseech her majesty to allow him to tetke 
from the.kii]ij;dc»9, and thus by one 9ct,restoie peace and txanqaillity 
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to tke throne «lkd t)eople; Imtos often: did the Queen reject ii xriA 
indignalBoii. Wasr sbe« as 4BheL asked, to throw herself and het aoh 
into die pover of tiie fierjr and8aircastie.Coadi, and become the sla«e 
of the fabt- willed and impatient prince, a worse tyranny than that of 
Rkkelieii I - \ Should «h^ cboote for eoimseiloc^ the ^beitifae' eoad- 
jttlOE De. Rets^wv tbevacillatii^ Orieans^Beaufort with hia-tr6op 
of fish-women ? Or should she tidce lefitge with her ^y^ parlia; 
ooenty.whMihv daily ptofeasiog' &e utmost veiiBiation .for royalty, 
was'iictivelj^eagaged in iacttin9tthepeople'4o submit their tieasoii'' 
aUe jpetitiotts lor its oonsiderataoD i They, wjere • all equally de^ 
tested by Her, and were only powerful thiou^ union; aid the ho^ 
tioQ was composed of elements tdo diaooidant to :a6l long- ln>con« 
cert It was quite time, she continued, to ^lermiiiiiaEminemUi t» 
orosft &e fro<itiei»wheii peril actually mcnaneed'heiMtf^and her 
family, ■ . » . • ' • 

" U does at thisi very nscHnent,'* exolaaued Mazudu. «• Bans Im» 
been in rebellion to-day-«-4indCond6 leries impoBts !**' ■ 

St Mbut shrank withift himself at these' words ; he «oaid nor 
misondefBtand their af^hanoe. The ^ueen demanded- an expiaua-' 
tion, upon which the Cardinal detailed the lawless procieeding of 
GoUrville, as set forth in the eotnplaitit-of thegcMsmith-; an act 
irhich they couM not doubt had been -done with the eonAnnetioi 
oithe i«ttce, and which amounted to the open leryin^ of war, eveh 
HI the proximity of: the palace. Sutras ?the minister lemttlEedr 
there was some deeper mystery in the tmnsaction ; for the gbld* 
nnith and hia aasiBtunts depbssdthat the . biae^t which -had been 
oiered ior^sde: belonged Co her majes^^ and had been but lately* 
repaired by diem and returned to tli^ palace ; and as his Bmihenc^ 
observnd, he htmseif reooUeoted the^jew^ when his eyes had been 
inesntiUy dtawirto the arm- which gaVe it lustre. • Saying this, hr 
segarded the Quaes atlenti^ly, aWailitig asoiNrtiOQ of the eniguMu 
/ Annebiushedvlightly^ but whether at the oomplimeat«l his Bm- 
iaence, or lit^her own discovered indisoretion, it treie impdssjble to 
aay ; but she now found it necessary ilo be mor^ explicit in the reci** 
tal.ol the pveridus night's adf^eftHne. The Oirdinftl knew only t^ 
the attack oa^eearriage ta its leaiing the hole1,aiid the pnMridential 
escape of the Qheea with her tatfendaatuadiseoTeied ; and this had 
f utaishedone weighty aigumeat oi his previous theme, thathe'«i»onld 
abandon Paris, and no longer esqxiee her majeety tosuchdisasleiO and 
di^gncei. But whei» he had heard froei her Sips their rencontre with 
the yoathf^hiaettentiQas, which di«eiM by their bashAil&eBe, «nd 
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tv^idw tog^Hber wpL his «|9ai9enti{^^ 

JQsty, an she adaiilted» ao ias off Jkt .graoEd, that she pexmitted hera^ 
to hestow oaJ)im ^ token which sugfat «o easily » as iiuleed it' bad 
.ahaoostjefiected* destri^her hitherto, well-preaerved incognito wan- 
deringa,. he beoaoie eyea vebenwAt in htf^xensusee. Mazarin . had 
been too meU odbaoled evBr to utter a wont uii weighed, though 
seemingly thrown off in the heat of passion ; bat with hioi pasdon 
itoelf . was ^tiiely sabfeementto jodginent, and adopted rh^tcmeiily, 
ia hiflv pcesent weU*a^ted deajpaii^ he 'didnot' scx^ple even to take 
^Queeatotaak ni na.Tisryineasuied lenns^4eeiniDg that'sndi 
"wcsld be more.than foxgiv^ aa a prool of. zeal and a£%ction. Nor 
di4 he jud^ unwisely. ^ 

' Thos^ accuafeomed ito • obaertna* tninalely the ^fect^ol emotion OB 
the frame, will hav« vefloa^ked'how it dilates and ^eeks exponsioii 
.wilh the:ineiaB8iiig warmth: of' the Mlingt till k €a» no longer re* 
main in a atale of ..qvieseoce. . SiKen ao was the Oaidhiai impelled 
by hia real or ahnalated earnecktneias. He arose' from the f oostod, 
and began to.walk faimiedly to and Iro, lamenting, in pathetic strain^ 
that he had crer left^hia native italy^ to hecQine the rain of so gener* 
OU3 a lady as hi^.jK>yaI mistreas had papored. But 4hei» was yet 
time ta SAVe the thnnie^ h^ exclaimed ^-^the eoHpee lay^ with him, 
a&4 by morning^ dawai, with the aid of tbegoodiBleedshe kept ever 
49addled and ready, he woiild: be far from Paris, and take refuge with 
his friend the Archbishop of CQk)gne,thatia« pattern. c^eccleBias>> 
tical piety, and uphoidec of the^supiemady of tifie holy faith. 

Anne, who»aiB has been hinted^ was Tain^eoquettish, aad fond of 
flattery, firmly resolved .that the -Cardinal should nbt depart, yet did 
apt cb^ a train of di^couflse ao pleasii^ to her feelings^ Sleal- 
IqW^ his £miaeQfie-to nm cm^enjpying.the^ratifietttioii of having 
created a passion in a breast, which all the world deemed incapable 
cf -noxjfther than the €o£i, selfli^ fien8alioM>'eii6ldg from political 
BQcceas. • • •• ' .■,,.... 

. ifew teng this interview woUM* have lasted^ft -were imiJOssible fo 
piedict«->a( what pai^ictilatr crisis in the passion ot the Cardini^, the 
tenderness of the Qa^en Wotiid'have fotftid vent iir declaring hen^ 
ioaepareible from his Emitienoe^^-andhow mnch sdlieilation he wouM 
have endured ere be gave up the intention of crossing the frontiers-^ 
Ifaesen^ust mnain-matterff of epeculation. Bat our poor youth, St. 
Mjxar, who^. foond bis i^aation one of torture, donld endure it Wo 
kmger* It wtasbnt a few steps to the ddor of the chamber-^ 
very few paces more to the parterre, and &6re ^bOfid the 'little staif ^ 
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Mse by whi<^ lie might eaoape to theWtt^^ tad by A^^ 
to tk« ball ia iioiit of the mansion. He conunenccd the retrograde 
I0pv<ment» stepping lightly as ever fairy tripped ; but aks ! thoee 
treacberoQS robes of the Saint E^pntJ-^WMiecast&mtd io so madi 
drapery»be trod od the fdds of his own garment, kXL forward, and 
in reaching out toeaTe himself, upset the screen* which fell rudely 
on the cbfur of jx)yalty.. 

The Aueen shckiked with tenor ; bnt the Cardinal, who was not 
destitute of conrage, instantly aaeiiecting the presence of an assassin, 
sprung forward, and kseeUng on the abneady proedate form of the 
youth, jdrew a poigoard and uplifted his arm to stril». St Maiir 
from his position was powerless — his head {irons on the floor, he 
could only cast back his eyes in the hope pi meetiDgthe gaze of her 
majesty, moving her eorapassion by his suite appeal ; but whetlier 
owing to the Queen not having sufliciently reoovend fraoiher fright, 
or that she was indignaatot the intrttsion, there wadno pity manifested 
.in that quarter. Heetragg^ witin his hands, too much encnmbered 
with his robes, to avoid, the strol6&>*it was aiiested, but not by him. 
At the moment of the steel glistening over him, he heaid a faint 
cry, the arm of file Cardinal was dashed aside, and the fair form of 
the Sybil lay interposed between the youth and the pielate^s weapon. 

The Cardinal never had the reputation of thirsting after Uood ; he 
was spiteful and malicious, but not ferocious, and now that his san- 
guinary purpose had beenfrustrated, he gave up the attempt Rasing 
deliberately, he addcesaed the deliverer of the youth, saying, 

'* Isoline I You have perhaps saved for a fewhoorsa life --but 
your negligence has nigh cost a life worth us all." 

** He is no assassm, monseignettr,'' said Isoline on lising, ** but 

one who has done her majesty good serviee, and no later than kst 
night" 

In spite of the entreaties ol Isoline, his Eminence, whose mind was 
filled with ideas of plottings and assassinations, and not perhapa 
without cause, was proceeding to summon assistance, that the person 
of the youth might be safely secured, when he was recalled 1>y the 
Queen, who asked very shaiply if h( wen prepared to give evideaos 
to the masqueradeis in that suit of mummeiy. This remonstunoe 
recalled the Cardinal to bis self-possession. 

« We seem each acting a foolish part, savimg your majesty," aaid 
the prelate ; «< but let the epilogue be. spoken by you, yoong man. 
Treason is in your footsteps; but if you discover yoar aecompUcei^ 
meicy may yet be shown.** 



*< May it pka^ ^^our toajeety," laid die 70Ui%aiatt» knfidinganiL 
iddttesing Uie Qoeen, " and you, BKmaeigneiir, to listen. Let what- 
ever punishmeDt await my presumjptioD, I;am guUUeas of treaeoa. 
I am too Jiapi»y in tbe xec^ot cUacoveiy that it was my lelidty to be 
of trifiing service to my Jiege lady. And your mi^esty is not dis- 
honoixred by my attendance, for I am nobie hy faiith> a^ my anoea- 
tors have perlormed ofioes of hoaowr to their sovereign. My name 
is Henri St Maur, son of Etienne St. Maur of Dauphiny, who fell 
a. victim to the anger ctf the Cardinal BicbelieH, through his friend- 
ship for ihe Constable . Montmorenei My father, noble lady, be- 
lieved Ricfaeliea yoar enemy, and would have helped to relieve yoa 
from his thraldom. He died.for attempting it ; and his son has no* 
thing left of his possessions but his loytdty.** 
' " This may be well," ezdaimed the Cardinal ; *< but why lieie.^ 
why track our secret coaacil ? You are, I remember now, a paitisaa 
•f that dishonoured <cliild of France, the Prince of Cond^.** 

St. Maur started and looked confused, not so BHichat the impntBU> 
tion of partisanship, as that the Cardinal should be aware of his itight 
ot^snexion with the prince ; he who had deemed himself of such in* 
significance; thai he did not suppose hts existence in Paris knowa 
except to Cond^, the several officers of the household, and the mis«> 
erable company at the Colden Angel. He had yet to learn, that one 
ifi Mazarines position would make himself fully acquainted with the 
history of every human being who entered the portal of the Hotel de 
Cond^* or was any ways connected wi& the leaders of the faction. 

The Cardinal noticed this confusion, and believed it sprung from 
a darker cause than what we have just explained. He doubted not 
but that there was yet some plot of Condi's to unravel, and perceiv- 
ing the youth's timidity, deemed it the readiest course to harass him 
into confession. 

« You spoke but now of your poverty,'* said Mazarin, " that was 
known to me before this night. Though I sleep on the northern 
bank of the Seine, my ear is ever present whoi Condi gives audience 
to his followers !*' 

The Italian paused a few seconds, as though he were endeavour- 
ing to recollect some communication or intelligence relating to the 
youth. He tiien continued as follows : — 

« You have, if I recollect aright, some notion of claim oh the pa- 
tronage of the prince. That may be. He looks for jdunder sQon» 
to satisfy the cravings of his satellites, and he may have promised 
yott a shaxe^-'but, young man''— and Mazarin in ^peaking these 
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words af proacbed the youth, zkoo^mmadng iriotenee, ^Ymrt yon 
not been already ]»B the wages of tpeason, and are n(m caught in 
the^act of earomg the price of treachevy ? Whence eame the gdd yoU 
lost in the roOana above? 'Toa look guilty, Mbnsienr St Maon-* 
nay, do not answer ^ I Iiatre answered that foestioft ^ you myself 
^—frat feS me, teQ her majesty, if yon hanre any iboagbt oi meicy, 
What led you to this honse^— what made yoa dog me among the mas-^ 
quers?" 

To speak trtify, St. Manr loalsed as eonfm ei and abashed aa 
though he had been -really guilty of tt^ high crimes laid to hiti 
ehai^. He saw that, to confess the truth, ho must implicate the fftiv 
object ol hia love-4reanft^-H^ had, Bid«ed', inyited him to the Ffaee 
itoyale — she had unwittingly brought him into danger, but she had 
pesenred his life-^but what he priaed above aUithe ftirSybO had, 
lui he perhaps too flatteringly belieted, given evidence of her prefer* 
enccr Honour slnd love foibade bringing upon her the wva& of the 
pitlate ; and he was stlent and embanassed. 
' For the first time, Anne appeared to exhibit an interest in his fateu 
Seeing the confusion of the youth, she declared tp his Eminence, that 
she did not believe C6nd4 would make use of sUch aa instrument. 
*< And it belongs not to us,** continued she, rather haughtily, ** to^ 
give credence to anything' so vile in a son of France. Be the Prince 
ever so much oar enemy, neither oar son noioaiBelf can fojget Len» 
or Rocroi, or the brave %ht at Nordlingen f* 

The Cardinal was here made sensible of the delicate ground he 
trod cm — how perilous it was for one of his origin to censure a 
|rince of the blood in the presence of the sovereign, however de« 
serving^ of blame. He saw that* it touched too mucb on the self-love 
of those who ruie by divine right, for a subject to dasK assert dia* 
honour of the blood royal. Experience taught him readily to se. 
trace his steps ; and thoagh inwanlly sighing at thia and similar 
checks, a penalty which even his greatness waafovced to pay, be bent 
to the humour of the Queen,and prepared to question anew the youth. 

Isoline remained a silent though deeply interested spectator of the 
scene ; and as she reclined against the ekair which the Queen had 
lofsook aiAGe the alarm, she presented a picture which St Maur 
might be excused for gazing at, despite the peril which thieatenedhim* 
Her mask was thrown aside, and in the struggle to arrest the weapon 
of the Cardmail, her hair had escaped, falling witdly aver her neck 
ted shoidders. Scarcely twenty years of age, her features regular, 
though piquant aod ezpnaiive^aBd undor other asyectaooquettiab. 



THS PAX4I9 aMTAU 51: 

and playful, strongly marked with the national characteristics* were 
h(»ghtened by her emotion, and she looked like a youthful prophetess 
or sybil of old. 

llie silence of St Maur taught her it .was]|iow her turn to speak, 
and she confessed to the eccentric invitation which eke had given at 
pasting at the coavent gate, and that sh^ had dictated the costume, 
that she might be certain of Jancmmg hifi du^gidse, and so please her- 
self with the actions of one whom, from his air and converse, she 
deemed a stmnger to .such scenes. By (his contrivance also, Isoline 
was enaUed to give such orders to the domestics, as ensured the ad- 
missioii of the noviciate. How 3t. Alaur had atleagth penetrated her 
di^uise» she could not guess ; but his having done so ivas doubtless 
tile ca^se why he watched «o closely monseigneur, whom he had 
seen talking willkhw. 

The Qween, who. had listened to this explanation with some sur- 
prise, evinced aot the slightest displeasure; she appeared rather 
plewied, and reminded the Cardinal, that ei%n Isoline, whom he had 
60 often ppatised for her.sagacifyy had been fully as imprudent as her- 
self «.• Then turning to St Maur, who w^s still bent on one knee, she 
upb»i0ed him good-faumouredly lor parting so lightly with a lady^s 
gift, which she presumed he had doae« commanding him to rise and 
relate what mystery there yet remained in bis adventure. 

He readily hut modestly obeyed the command ; and the poverty to • 
which he confessed, and his inalnlity even to attend the masquerade 
without parting with the bracelet, won him pardon ia the eyes of 
the (^ueen. 

But the Cardinal A^anwhile, who took no part ia this discoarset 
iBxhibited signs of moodiness and - distrust^ which St. Maur, who 
¥Katched all parties by turns, could not regard widiout alarm. At 
length breaking silemoe* he mgnified very respectfully to the Queen, 
that it was fitting toline should wait on her majesty, till ^ke saw 
her in safe^ ; and ia the meantime, the security of the state required 
th«t he fl^uld iuLve some furUier conversation with St Maur* 

Isoline seemed unwilling to depart, lingenag while she adjusted- 
the mantle and fastened the mask of the Queen, who, as it ap^ieared 
to St. Mssr, M^ to mingle with the departing guests ; <Niceor twice 
she seemed about to address the Cardinal, but refiaiaed. Anne re* 
ceived the ssdutation of tfie youth giaciouMy, and bidding the {nrelate 
remember that he was.under her protection^ withdrew with the Sy- 
bil, who on her part fieemed reassured by these woid8« and left the 
libunabet with her ini8tze8a» 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Mini«tre avare et lacHe, esctaVe malhenreux, 
Qui gemii loas le poids dm affidrs poMiquM y 
Victioae devouee aux ohagrtas poUti^jaea, - 
Faatome revere soua.im Utre on^raux. 

Ths yoath and Italian thus left together, there was a pause Ot 
Bbme moments' duration, in 'which neither spoke. St. Maur was 
embarrassed at his situation, and with the conflict and disorder of 
his reflections ; he yras in the Cardinal's power, and had wit enough 
to knofw that it would he a work of great difficulty to escape from 
the toils, being unfortunately the depositary of more than one state* 
secret Mazarin was perplexed from the very abundance of meanff 
which cunning suggested to rid himself of the youth ; but to each 
suggestion there was some hinderance or impediment, which ren- 
dered the course injndieious or dangerous. The Bastille — ^remo- 
val on board a vessel bound for the New World — placing him 
within the reach of Algerine cruisers — or dooming the yootb 
to a more audden exit near home — ^were each thought of, and in- 
wardly discussed. But the Queen had unfortunately interposed her 
word, and what was done must therefore appear the result of ac- 
cident ; for Anne, who in matters of state of the highest import- 
tance yielded almost implicitly to the wisdom of the Cardinal, yet 
in minor affairs, those affecting her own pursuits and partialities, 
she was as headstrong and obstinate, acting against the wishes of 
his Eminence in many court affiiirs, as she had displayed herself tj 
the nation in so closely aJlying the royal dignity with this hated 
foreigner. 

The Cardinal was nev«r more to be feared than when dfsplay^ 
an extreme complacency ; for his nature assimiliated to that of the 
feline tribe. Gradually losing reserve, he catechised St Maur on his 
history — his connexion with Cond£ — tind finally proposed that he 
should quit so barren a iield, and take service with himself — ^that 
is, with the Queen ; for the Italian thought, that if he first ruined him 
with the prince, the youth wouM then be totally in his power. 

But this proposal was peculiarly distasteful to St Maur. Cond^ 
had taken strong hold of his imagiaation» in spite of the penury i» 
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^ich he soffe]^ bim to exist ; and be also thonght himself bound 
by a ptiBcipie of honour, and of feudal semce, not to fotsake the 
reprefietitatiye of the Montrndrenci family. 

Hiese objections were at first laughed to scorn by tiie Italian ; but 
when he found this mode only hardened the youth, and was creating 
. the spirkof defiance exhibited at the gaming-table, he changed the 
mode of attack, and repfesented that, according to his own feudal 
principle -of honour, if the Queen commanded his services, he was 
bound to forsake theiBui:ject for the sovereign. He added, that be 
had evidently found tavour in her eyes, and did not seem much less 
.« favourite with the young Sorceress who bad been the cause of all 
their misfortune. 

St Maurwas peiplexed, was even dazzled wi^ the prospect 
which the prelate bad conjmed up, of being united in tiie same sei'- 
^oe with Isdine, and he propos^ to the Cardinal that he should 
tolve the difflculty by laying the matter before the prince, and ask- 
ing his permission. 

This exhibition of simplicity so amused the Italian, that he could 
not Idrbear laughing outright It was not often, however, that he 
was known to laugh sincerely ; and tnt the present occasion the sud- 
den mirth soon gaVe place to an^ier feelings. A covetous or ava- 
ricious ]A!an,orone gdided by a sense of his own interest, he knew 
how to deal with ; but here was what appeared a bom fool, emitting 
fiome sparks of fire and courage when struck hard, but totally blind 
io the paths of fortune, and insenable to the allurements which at- 
tracted men of the world. 

At fault himself, he greVv angry, and totally changed his tone, tell- 
jag the youth very jUAinly, in terms and with gesture not to be 
Bueunderstood, that there was no medium course of safety — that he 
was either his friend-ior bis enemy-«-aad that he knew too much to 
be trusted at laige. 

It is very prol«ble, as the young man afterwards conjectured, that 
some pocticmof their discourse had been overheaid by Isolihe, ivho 
fiesented herself at this juncture before the Cardinal, announcing 
lier majesty's safety^ and that she viras the bearer of the Queen's re- 
quest, that Monsieur St Maur shoidd be 1^ In her chaige, as her 
ynsoner, and id her risk. 

The Cardinal daited an angry glance at the^ lady ; but was evidently 
forced to submit, for he withdrew, reminding the youth that they 
fiheuld meet on the monow, and to beware td treasonable practises 
lor his own sake, and lor her who had become has «uie^. 
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lao^m followed bw £knineiioe beyond t)ie-.pR«iDelB of flie'cblan- 
ber, but soon returned, and after carefully closing tbe dodr« daclaiiiig 
that there should be no interlopers a second time, she approaclied 
^ youth» and in the Knae tone, oi badinage adopted in the fint in* 
terview, said, 

•* Welly Monsieiu' St. Maar ! niy guests, save one, are all departed 
»*-not a mask left to make or mar his iortune. The ma^Ye d^kM 
has fed the yiolin-pla^rs, and seat them hoiq9--the )i|^Ui in^tlie 
saloon are extinguished, and we a» almost as solitary as when we 
crossed those dreary streets to the Yal-de-Graoe." 

** And am I to take this as an invitatioa that I eboiiki l^low tlM 
way of your guests ?* replied St. Mattr. 

' ** You are n,ot in a ccm<Utioa either to accept or refuse inKitatficNKF !^ 
exclaimed Isoline, hastily. <«Are you not aware that yonavew 
prisoner ? I do;not distinctly loiow how yon fovud the Way so aptly 
to this retreat^ whilst I, who ougbt to have bead a lluthliil gnai^ 
dian, played truant — ^but you bear your fate bravely r 
' ** And my peril amuses you ^ fisked the youth* > - 

** Spite ol yow misfortuBeSf aK^sleiu^you amuse ne very mndb,*' 
replied the lady. **Rich and poor in one hoa]>~-and.ilhe change 
a^cts you so little as to leave inclination and. leisure for eaves^ 
dropping \ No one seeing a gentleman so unmovedy cmAi fteHeve 
that bare steel had ever been so close to liis heart — and even- now» 
your life hanging on a single thread I * Follow the way of my 
guests !' Indeed, in your sitnotiont I should be afraid to tnsn the 
corner of a street, through fear of tbe assassin.' Do you know h» 
Eminence ? Are you aware how queeaa aioA roinlstsrs feel towards 
tho^ who have poesessfd themselves of their secrets? Have yoa 
not, most danng cavalier, her majesty in your p^wet ? At what 
price would Uie Cavdinsi purchase oblivion of aQ yoa overbeard f 
Would a life be too great a cost ? And yet, it strikes me, that if 
permitted, you wxmld depart home — and tf you reached it in safe- 
ty, sleep off all that has oceuned* as though it wtre a dream l^ 

*" Far from t^ truth r'exelaimed the yooBig man. *^IfttdohBm«> 
ed to the spot-r-lt eould live here content for erer. But haite pity 
on my confusion. So many sttange odrentuiea haire eiotitded npofi 
me during the last twenty-four hours, thtif I ssaacely knew yel 
whether I shall not awake, and find it all a dxeam/' I 

** What can I do to convince you that you are in yov waking 
aeoiesrsaidlsoline, gailyi. «<StayT-yottmii8tbe]ittD8iyv«BdlwiU 
not prove A croel 



. ' S^ le£tthe foom» leariag St. Maur in adtaaidiBieiit al tier ligjiV 
liee»of spirits, and the jest sbe made of bis position with the Car- 
dinal. ** CopJd the peril be «o imBUDent," thot^ht the youth* *'il 
.ehemake so light of it ?" 

These reflections were Sssipated by ^e wtam, «f tiie lady, accaiil- 
jaanied by ih^ mattre d'hAld bearing felceshi»ents. Be was a man of 
■middle age» sly and forbidding in aspect \ and it very .much excite^ 
the astonishment of St. Maur that such a man should haye been se- 
lected by Iso)ine as a confideotial donestic He placed the viands 
before the i^ttest and wiHidirew, castix^ •oiffe€earchmg.l(;M>k>o& li^ 
youth, but instantly withdiftwiog his ga*e wh^ he lound hiiasdf 
the object of scrutii[iy. 

The fair hostess proliably guessed what was pasejng ia his mind* 
for as aoon «s«fhe mBAtare^Mtel had dosed ^. ^QCTi «be aaid« 

(* Let that winft» moiisiew, i^vovq yi)ie)iMr y«m dream ot no — ilia 
« present fcom the Emperor of the Turks ; bat if its potent qualities 
iail^ the man who has just left us, the Sieur Bartholin, major d4mQ 
in this hoiise^'«Bd your keeper to^oigfat, wMlhriiig you to your 
flenses. He has received my orders, and I fervency hope he has 
aiot had ^er instrpM^lioBS." 

V I do not dream, ^r Isoline," exclauned the youth ; <^ let 9)0 
thank you for the life, you have bestow^ ^ 

" Bather reproadk me lor the iavitatieal" jMscjaimed laoliaey ii^ 
terraptisgym. 

<< We- mock. each othec, irweet kdy;** cried 1^l^ youth kneeling, 
taking a hand which was not withdrawn;.'*' I feel I owe you 
moie tfian I yet Imow of — ^but all is .a mystery.: even youisell, 
'Whom while I greet as a mistcefls of this speadid abode« seems sub- 
iect td strange «o worthy Influences. So I eir j« b^lieviug you un- 
pfOteeted-ran orphan, perhaps* like mya^-r-yoox destiny cast 
«moBg ^tifltagersi s«t^'ect to their wSl, Aod living a life of splendid 
aervitude ? Foigtv^.ma if i ju<^ wrong, but if rightly, <io aot de- 
spise the homage I offer in trae sincenty-^^iny fiervicfss diougk 
.fewmUe, ave.offej»i with a. tine heart-— may diat hour arriviB when 
I can hope— ^* . ^ 

'^ Hope ixm iiotluiig» Monsieur ^t Ma^r," ciifid leofioe, diseiiga. 
.ging her hand, and^spedking with a calm gravity wbic^ he felt as 
a reproof-^*' hope for nothing bat stiengdi. and resdutidii tocecape 
Irom your present peril I" , .' 

She ihen^ pleadbg the ajipaaEeal iadifiweAca which he alMfid to 
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06d, dedaied that bet majesty was afitdd of th« Jhfentions of flie 
Cardinal ; but that even the Qaeen, though unwiJHng he shouii 
suffer, was highly displeased and alarmed that a stranger should 
possess her secrets ; and dial it was only from a sense of the seiri- 
oes leiklered the erenidg pfrerious, that she yielded to Isoliiie's en- 
treaties to afKffd protection against Mazarin's designs. Yet eyen 
Yielded by royalty, there was but one secure path, and tlMitwas to 
enter the service of Arnie. 

The youth, delighted with thd inferest in his welfare, thus ex- 
pressed by one to whomhis heart paid homage, all but openly avowed, 
scarcely regretted tbt peril which was attended with so sweet a re- 
compense. Isoline, who could not fail noticing tiiis visible pleasure, 
was perplexed at tbe al^lit impression produced by her recital ; she 
recurred again to the subject, lamenting that her influence with the 
Queen extended no further than pomission for St. Maur to remain 
imder her roof, provided he was also under the iwrveUiance of the 
fiieur fiaitholin. 

" And who is this Sieur fiartboUn ?^ cried Ikt yo«th. *' And may 
I asktf how it happens that the menial has moie power than the 
mistress ? Or is this one of those secrets of stale that may not te 
be told?'' 

« A most sensible qtnef^km/* said fbe lady. **^I have now sonoe 
hopes of you. Pkay dissipate that dreaminess and insensibility 
which shuts from view the precipice on which you stand. Yon 
would know my history. Yon shall ha^ it, for I never give confi- 
dence by halves. When you have been longer at thia court, yon 
will discover that none are aUe to advance theuBelves, or even 
ttaintam tiieir ground, without leaguing with o&ers for mutual 
protection. It is te same with Cardinal or queen, chancellor cr 
jMn gentleman-usher. Our liege lady herself is sometimes obliged 
to make a party against his Eminence, to bring him to her views. 
I am without stt{^)ort, save her majesty's affection ; but I enlist yo«, 
monsieur, into my service.** 

Commaading him to assume the Cardinal's aae^ whfle she ooeil- 
pied the regal chair, she proceeded to narrate her history. 

Isoline de NoaiHea, at a very earty age, beeame a frtjflg^ of the 
Queen,«nd childhood exempting her from the euspieions and ntrve^ 
' hme$ of Sichdien, she was pennttted to remain in the royal service, 
every year developing charms of feature and person, whidi promised 
torender her theomasaQit and graeeof theeooit She made many 
con^uesti, and the4naeaaitl»gtkbeelawe4 Imi in aaaniageaQ 
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M. dtt FleBsis, a genlleman who had rocei^y puxehased the chaige 
of captaia of the archer body-^uard. 

JPiLPlessU b04ght« chateaa on the banks of the Seine, a few 
miles from Paris, hired valets who were good violin and flate play- 
eis, and duH4 ^^eh day that his duties permitted, at his viUa» to the 
ioundof music — ^passed the m<»mings in hunting, and the evenings 
in the society of gay associates, allured to his house by revelry 
and profusion. Uis constitution, andermined by excesses beforemaT'* 
riage, could not sujsport the toil and daily routine of fatigue and plea- 
sure. His chaiacter, rede^aed by the single trait of devotion and 
i^£kction to bis young wife, was in every other re^)ect that of a &&" 
ished libertine. Anne was grieved at the unfortunate choice which 
she had allowed her fair ward to make ; but legreti \^ere no^ with- 
out avail. 

. . There m^bt be some slight touch of iuflanity in the mind of Du 
Plessis ; it were difficult otherwise to account for the mad reckless- 
ness of condoct and.waste of the powers of body and mind> eoupkd 
as it was with a full and reflective consciousness of bis own im» 
j^dent (^reer. , " A short life and a joyous life," was often his cry, 
a^F^bocne itqai his horse by fiiends or attendaa^, in the midst of the 
hunt, he rechned gasping against a tree, till lecraited natuce^ found 
strength for fresh trials. He died at length, without heir, leaving 
Isoline a lawsuit for portion, and his debts, which were dischaiged 
by the sale, of all his available elects. 

. Msidame du Plessis was but too happy to return to ibe servioe d 
A^S^e, herself a widow, and beset by pietensions i$^hich threatened 
both hjer peace of .mkid and the securji^ of the throne. Chief among 
t^e throng who beaeig^ the eouiit was the Duke of Beaufort, who 
yrith ^i|^ition farheyond places, pensions, and governments, aimed at 
the affections, of bi9> royal mistmss. Annj^foicedlo temporise tiU 
ahe cpnli consolidate her powerv arrayed the pietensions of one can- 
didate agaan9t.,the:othQr,ai^ke|>t all in suspense. In the nego- 
tiations which ensuedyl^olineieshibited an aptness, of talent iniinite- 
Jy serviceable. . ... • . 

About this pejRodi'l^arin. by adi^oitness was fast distancing all 
eompetitors<; mnd wheuiat length, he became instdled as^ prime min^ 
ister, was not slow in discovedng that Madame da PJesBis enjoyed, 
die advantage, singular in this respect amongst the favonriibes of the 
Queen , of being uninfluenced by, and safe from Ihe contrcd of relatives, 
who might have used, her as a means lor their own advancement. 
; To her smprise, tb^; law-s^it; wtiich had.iang^iiflbed lot several. 



yeaffl, -wnib, hf wA^ iwieetn agencf , terminated in Iber ^vbiiff. ft 
established the legality of a mortage, which the other patty vofuM 
Hot- or cottld not redeem, and thus Madame 4u PleBeds found h^nell 
mistress o^ the H^tel ki the I^ace RcyyiAe* 

Of what ai>«iil was this latge mansion without ittflDtffoes to funmSsfil 
the saloons; biye domestics, and purchase an equipage?' SCUl, f6 
Isoline's surprise, the bounty of the Queen and the Cardinal decorated 
the 7eceptiotv-room9,engf^ed a suite of servants, and completed mi»- 
ttificently the deparlment of the icurie, Wikhdvt tes^ning' the ra- 
ther subordinate stetion at courts die efkter^ on the duties and ho&* 
pitaHties of the hotel; and as it was beliered that litigation had 
gained her more than tiie em-pty walls m the FItee Koytf e, she was 
eourfed, flsteer^^and had all tl^ homfage erer awaided to a ^ung^^ 
beautiful, and wealthy widow. 

It was now that the fair Da Flessis diseovmed the motive of the 
extieme bounty of the Queen. Under her pobf ; ^ Cttdinal and bt» 
royal mistress could meet midi^efyrered, converse freel y , and, what 
was above all price, arrange a system of attack or defence, before ft 
was known to their enemies that they had 1^^'^ interview. If 
matters had rested here, Isoiine would have been content, for the 
affection she bore the Queen, to undeigo all the drudgery which her 
]post demanded. She had been bred in a court wheieevery thin^ thaf 
Was thought worthy of being won, was attempted By pvtfing'in ac- 
tion all the machinery of leagues and counter-leagues, plots aotft 
eountes-plotting,flattety*lnd dissimulKlioft ; and bdfle these, when 
directed against her liege lady, had been 0n PleiBBis's delight She 
was not, therefore, averse to the scene being changed to her ow* 
domicile; it was pleasing to the vanity of the hat youthful diplo>-* 
matist, to entertain royalty, even by stealth. But When Mazarift 
proposed that she should enlarge the circle of her acquaintance, S9 
as to include supporters of all the contending pBrties,aiid partly by ad^^ 
ing the spy, and partly tbroagh her blandishments,' draw to Hghtt&)»' 
secretscf his enemies, hoth modesty and delteafty were Mioeked, and* 
her pride revolted. His Eminence was angry at her refill; and* fima' ~ 
to the intent pre^iosed t it was irol to gain tri#es that fh^'Oftrdinal 
oould retax hit avarice, and disburae the treasureib of fhfeisxehaijuer' 
as he had donld in the appointment of lso)me% cjp^mdKi eMaft>li^h-' 
ment 9he appealed k> the Queen. Anne yielded to the entreaties* 
of her favourftev and promised that his Eminence should riot insist* 
on offlees no derogatory to a lady of birth, so' oileftsive to womanly 
iwerve. < iirt the 'Qaeeii was weak wherfe-h«i^' paasiotta weie hiik 
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emMi Old <sottld not widistanl IHe tftilitoV detefiKiitiation. Sh« 
%a8 th«8 forced to become a iftdpptiant, and iscXkit Du Flessis ti^ 
$i^ to hi« Sminenee ; iMt Anne found in the farourfte % germ ot 
t>l>stinac3r<eqfialling her own, and ba^doii klfticr motives. 
- Hence atoee distrust and dissatirfadtion , and Isoline was too quick- 
whled ia be ignorant, that she could not kmg«xpeet to enjoy a bene- 
fit, if eihe did not comply with the tenure ife>y whieh it was held: 
IBni^olki^ Iter mdMre ^h^^ she knew to be a spy in 1^ pay of 
Ma2»ri«, and ^ placed, in ordiar to pick ti|) kfanif^^on casually let 
lall from the lips otf he*- gtiests, Xft oVerheard by dkect eaves-drop* 
^ping; This man, she felt, might now perform the same office ca^ 
the actions of hk ostensible mistress. The idea was galling ; it re- 
vealed the yofkc of her servitude ^ lAtt wa$ humtled and distressed, 
yet k«ew not w^iat to do. It was while under the infiuenoe of 
l&ese feelings', that St. Mnir Grossed her path. His form pleased her 
dyer, bis lotions gave assurance' d fidelity. In a defenceless stated 
<mr minds instinctively iook Ground for eftip{)ott, and cling to what- 
ever «ffi]«d8 promise ai help, ft wtA so %ith Isc^e. And the 
growth of this feeling had brought about, in the few eventful faonoons 
which had rolled away since their lirst mee^ng> tfce intercourse and 
nittind confidence expfressed, which we have recorded. 

Much of what is here narrated was necessarily but lightly touch* 
ed on, coming from the lips of the fair Du Plessis, and her aaditor, 
« youth of her own age. 

When she had finished, he was silent and reserved. Her hisloiy 
revealed the mystery oft dwetting in high places, and he thought 
more kin^y on his own poverty and humble garret. 
. But it was not in tiie nature of tdcAme to be lon^ sad, f)r sutkt 
sadness in «the«s; ^e railed .her young friend on his mpid ao- 
qainrmentd of iht fashionable aecomiiishinents of the Parisian youth' 
-ii^is encounter of «kfll "wilh the disgiBsed minister approached the 
daring teeklesness of De Retz. 

«« You do me extreme honour, madame," said Sfe Maur,*' tooom- 
pai« me with the Aithbishop elect of Paris. B« may I aric hoW 
omte hi^ Bmineace witli the defaced «oia f I am certain it waiii not 
brought from the Qm4si ^i Orfhires.'^ 

Isoline implied, that as he had gained iso much rif her confidence,- 
and being herseM now in a stete of suppressed enmity with the 
Cardinal, slie would heft canceal that hSft- Eminence could not quit 
one very mean h«bit, ^ich h^ had pKibably ae^ired \(4kile a 
comparatively indigent adventurer at Rome — tltht6f aeleetiiig^ txA 



putting asde all fiie U^t nacnnent faeces to pay deto of lioiroiiF# 
caief uUy depoeiting the weightier coia he received in another pocket 
Bach a conise, remarked the lady, was extremely had policy, iot k 
m:^ht have betiayed him with those who knew his failing. 

" Yoa watched his £rainence so dosely," continued Da PkeidSy 
** that he believed himself discoTeied. ^Perhaps tihe bright vasuUied 
coin he won of the knight may soften his resentment But remem* 
ber, monsieur, there i» no safe^ fcv yom but in the service of her 
mafesty — ^nothii^ but Aat can save your life, or, at least, presexva 
your freedqm I** 

St Maur still objected to the oouise. Coidd he fonsake the heroia 
Cond^, to be subjected to similar humiliating offices which wera 
sought to be imposed on Isoline ? 

But 8he» who knew the Cardinal well, was lesolved thai the 
youth should not be losty. if her entreaties could prevent it Goup- 
Tillers imscrupulous actions* much aided her- atguments, and ha at 
length consented to sleep over his doabts.. 

*< Then I wiU summon your jaikr," exdaimed Da Pleangy naiD^^ 



CHAPTER Vn. 

t'ertnne dont la nniii cotmmna 
Lea foxfaiU let plm inouii, 
Dtt flmx eclat qui t'etiTiroime 
■eioii9«o«i Ux^omt feblonHI 

Thb few days elapsed since the conveisatioa nanated in the kisf 
chapter had wivked much alteiation in the fortunes of St. Manr^ 
Our scene changes to the PabuB lUiyal^ where he occupied the 
charge of usher and attendant qn the sittings oi the cabinet council. 
Such were the strange results of inteicoursewlth diiguised loytlty* 
From the petty tavern to the palace of the sovoeign waa a \me 
l^ap, hardly achieved by any calculation or foresight-^Hi puie freali* 
oi the blind goddess^ But our safecessm me ever dogged with a 
counterbalance of evil ; we never taste the gifts of lortaae unraix' 
ed ; on arriviag at the coveted station, it ia found we have spent 
half our lesouices to reach the ascent So it was with St Maur. 
No l<mger iU-fed, ill-lodged, dinponding of the morrow, he was 
basking in the sunbeamaof tbn. loyal favmur» buthe was fer» very 
iirfroin being hajsigr. 



. .TteCaudiajiilBOtieed him flatftenngiy, but lie had beea tau^t to 
dr^ hift smiles* Isdiiie warned him-^^md his own sagacity predi* 
cated ominously of the prekue's extreme complaisance. It was ua* 
pertain, however, where or wh^ the shaft would strike ; he was 
ioiced, thexsfoie« to reiy on th« protection of the presumed sanctity 
of the Queen*& service^ imd het own pledged woid< 

Without dpois, even his significant appointment had created miKh 
ferment, and, with certain parties, oonsiderahle dismay* St Maur^ 
whose silent unobtmsive career had, in his own estimation, doomed 
him to obscurity^ was surprised to discover that public rusiour was 
busy widi the fact of one of Conde's mo9t trasled and confidential 
friends having forsaken hisservii:e,and become a Mazarinian; whilst 
those pretending to more sagacity b^ved the new adherent of the 
court had not s^>aratedirom the j^oe, but W9S employed in bring- 
ing. about a reconciliation between his £minence and the hero of 
JKocioi. What gave some colour to this surmise^ was the circum- 
stance of our young adventm>er being often emjdoyed by the Cazdi- 
nal in offices foreign to the duties of his station. The Queen and 
her- minister met as frequently as heretofore ; and St Maur, possess- 
ed already of the secret, there was no fre^ risk incurred in leaving 
to his conduct the mmii^pement of these interviews. Nor was it 
an unpiea^ung task f oa: the youth to visit th^ hotel in the Place Roy- 
ale ; even the convent of theYsd-de^Graee^ whither he occasionally 
attended on the footsteps of roynltyt^ was dear to his s%ht, renew- 
ing to the imagination the enshrined picture of memory, as it ap« 
peaied when Isqlin^v^shed from his view on thateventfui night 

On becoming one of the household of the Fftiais Bo}^, he 
wrpte to Gourville, requesting him. to assure the prince &i ths deep 
sense of his coyal highnesses courtesy, which would dwell foe ever 
in his memory ;. and that, ;in. taking service with the -sovereign, he 
did not resign- the fealty h^ awed the houseaof Montmomici and 
Cond^. 

Once, and only .<mce>- fincO' this, event, hdd he ^encountered the 
princeand master of the home. The latter sfteenngly remarked on the 
good fortune of the &mily of St» ^Maur^ iA/Oth^r dtays-deadisg^fofth 
leaders of armies^ and now, a descendant to> brush clean the thair of. 
an Italian parasita. Condi's 4Mlent rebuke he felt* oaoie keenly ( the 
prince glared on him in passing without sjieakiag^ bai^ly returning 
his salute. »• .• ,. wm... i •••, . .. .; 

Vexed with hiiaself-^-dissa^fied withithe -change ol party which 

he could notmcQR^ to haaour-Hserviiig amastar whgm he knew 

6 
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would glafiyoompasB his destraotioii — a mistiMfl eanless ol his late 
«^-there was only one brtglit star in the horizon of hope. He soon 
discovered that Anne bed no interest m his advancement; throwing 
aionnd him a f eeMe protection for the eake of the bat fsoiine. To 
her he turned as his sde support, the beacon which was to goidt 
him through perils which threw their shadow before. 

One morning, loitering idly in a receseof the gallery, be was joined 
by da Reesis, whoee look bespoke the herald of important tidings. 
Mazarin, on arriving at the palace, had been closeted with ^ Queen 
in her little gray chamber — a boudoir of audience so named, aiQotn- 
ing her private oratory ; and the result was a summons for St. Matir 
to attend the Cardinal at the Hotel Mazarin. 

" There must be farther adyancement loir you yet," oontintiBd the 
lady ; *< the secretaries, 1 hear, are already jealous." 

" And heralded by so fair a messenger, I will meet my new hotl* 
ours gaily," re][^ed the youth. '* Yet, if I could but recover the 
Dauphiny lands, be paid my claims oi cdkupeasation by that grim 
treasurer D'fineri, rebuild the ehateaU) and persuade*^" ' 

" Persuade some silly creature to give np the pleasures of the 
dly^" cried Isdine, interrupting him, ** for the barbarous region 
you name Dauphiny, you would be perfeedy happy V* 

<* I would certainly disobey all summons and commands saving 
those ol the * silly creature' yon sSlude to," rejoined Bt Maur. - 

«« I allude to, monsieur r exclaimed da IHessis-^'you mis- 
take." 

«• NoAtng more likely than that M. 8t Maur bhould err !*' aaid 
a voiee suddenly breaking in upon their disoooree. 

They turned to confront llie inUrader ; it was the Count de No- 
gent, a cokmd of the Swiss guards, and a licensed pratder, who 
occasionally amused the evening assemblies of the court circle: 

** Nothing eo likely as that a young courtier like monsieur should 
err in his duties,** continued the count ; " there are three messei^rs' 
ra quest of him at this very moment The Cardinal is growing 
impatient, bat monsieur has a iMH'py excuse lor his absence." 
' "* What other news have yoa,eoa0t P askedl the youth, who felt 
disposed to be vexed, yet very prudently avoided the display. 

" It is ronoared," replied de Nt^gent, « that the prince is anx- 
kius to dear himself of the impalMion of die deef inmilt offered her 
majesty bv his creature Ckrarville. For a object lo levy money 
ahnost within sight of the pahice, is an insult to the throne which a 
pPBce ql the Mood caoii aever own hi n Met fgaiHy oft" • 






fit. Blftttr peteetved that tbis wae Mined i^binteelf^ lmt» 9^ tbd 
count derived the little impoitece ke poeaeesed innvhift anditois 

. eometiiBes unwisely listenifig to hie iii»pejrtineBce8» the youth^iplead- 

, ed tbe C^inal's commandti a&d withdiewi 

A very i^rt walk ifiiiin the palace Itfooght him to the .fiue Vt" 
Tienne, -where stood the Hdtel or Palais de Mazarin, hidden irom 
the street by a lofty wally at either end of which admiltaiice was 

. obtained by a jcaniage entranoef protacted by atnmg gates, weil 
•studded with iroa. MadbL catition was exetcia»l in the adiaissicm 
of visitors ; they were reconmHi^d. and their bnsinees demanded by 
Hie portef, ensconced behind the aiasaive portals, and parleying 

, thfougb « strong grating of metaj. Admittanee gained,, the loe^r 
was led acsoss the ooartfryaid, and into a hall or vestibale of tbe 
building) where wcutedr night and day, aimed domestic^ allowing 

. ao pawi^ to tbe stianger until pecmission W4va obtained iKun ti(e 

filiterior. . 

With the exception <A the armed attendants, the hall breathed an 

^ aff fA voluptuous .legaeoaent bud civUization to -whidi the 

, palace could lay no claim of eorap^lion^ On each fiide was a 
play of statuary, partly the woricmanship of the renowned 

> JLeo X., and partly the remains of tbe classic ages at aacient Qi 
The only violation of conect taste was in the allotmemt of two.sutts 
of tilting armour, so mounted as to present the, attitude^ of seatin^ls, 
lit tj^ foot of the staaicasei wi^h protruding lanees meeting citer 

.toid» and Irom which was suspended a Uimp ol Venetian make. 
The walls of, the staiccase wane covered with rich paintings from 
the 1m^4? o{ the Rosopn and Florentine aitistt, and inrited the as- 

. cent of the viator. The stairs were covered w*ith a carpet of tapes- 
tiyvaa innovation oadie polished. c»Lk and chestnut of the royal 
lipusas of France.; and •everything bespoke the presence (if a luxury 
yet .unknown north of the Alps* 

V Vl^ tl^is the, habitatiiMi of the man,'* 8t Manr aafced himself, 
who ran such risks to win of me a trifle of gold, and who is mean 

,enQug|i^jpl3y4>9 cheat with Hg^t coin ?" 

. It was hardly credible, he thought, as. he lingeied behind the do- 

.mestjiQ, patching h^ty glimpses of the pietori^l treasuces whtdh^lh 

.pched tlve ws|ll.s. 1 Above, -rsm a gallery, opening, into divers apaH-' 
xnei^ts., : Betwjeett ai^d abqve the doors was exhibited the same- 
gorg^isptofusipn^.p^intingu. The deep reaesses of the windows 
were almost sanctified by small cabinet pictures of the Madonna, 
he^d^ of s^t^ aftd;d;iyi|^ sub^^ ^xclpsHrely ; ^afib JoSlgenabUag a 




%o 



•4 tfls 9MUM toriL. 

Ihtk chapel, eodoainf its riiiiM wift tbeefl^HB off atoldaiy 
■ad lavilin^ die wosriiip of Ae rtmger. 

Tbeie was one Jaige piolDie which attmcted 0ie attealioB ^ St 
Manr, and to gaze on which he b c goww; h t the atfe w da n t to rflow hima 
moment* 8 letsoie ere he was oondiicted tothe doeet of hia fimhience. 
Peifaapa its intncs^ faiAe cye8<^ the yoadi'was owing to the fresh- 
ness df its coh >u ri i ig, and the nodeni costonie and equipments of 
tiie figures. It was a faatde-pieoe. Two armies, one French, as 
St Manr Teeqg;niaed by diescarf and bandolier of the soldiera» were 
drawn up inanay ; the signal of onset had been giren — ^matchlocks 
were lowered, mid the French lines were aboot to poor in a tn on 
their enemies* when one fiom the opponent's ranks, moanted on a 
biack steed, and habited in an eeelesiastiGal robe^ bare-headed-, and 
widi long lodts streamfaig in the air, is aeen griloping towards the 
French, by his motions deprecating the ooslanght; tire gene- 
ral, respecting the motive, is issuing his command to restrain the 

Lost in the eonfemplation of the picture, one tnomentendeaTOunng 

assign a name to the French geneial, too old for the heroic Condi, 
iie next instant his eyes riv<^ed on the ecclesiastie, whose lace 
was famiiiar, yet where seen, or to whom belonging, he oonld not 
remember-'-he was unconscious of being himself the object of dose 
scrutiny. Suddenly tniaing to solicit an explanation of the subject 
of the picture from the domestic, he encountered &e figure of the 
Gaidinal, reclining wi£ folded arms against a maible plinth or ed- 
umn, very quietly awaiting tire leisure of her majesty's usber. ' ' 

The colour flew to his cheeks at 'being thus caught in tile' vtry 
act of loitering whilst under the commands of his Eminehos. Ife 
was stammering an apology, when Masarin good-humoureiffly in- 
terrupted him, by asking if he recognized any face among the groups. 
The youth replied that two miautes since he was^ dubious of tile 
features of tiw principal personage in tiie picture, but now all dohbts 
were solved. * ' 

" It is not a very close likeness," said tire C^udinal, a ftunt, eoH 
smile cro^sinj^ his features, ^ at least since I have been elected to her 
imgesty's council. ' A priest looks not well on horseback, and har- 
nessed with the trappings of war; yet, young man, I do' not repent 
me of the action there pourlrayed — ^it will read more benignly in my 
apitaph than a record of ail my ]dx>ais in this unruly city ! Do you 
know the history r 

Now that memoiy was refreshed^ St Maurwas at no loss toun- 



^enlsiDd fhedetaOfiof the paintii^* bathadjencmgh tact to acjuoov- 
kidge that tliis utformatioo was very soanty. . 

To maay in the Gaidinal'e ffiltHation» it would hare been no easy 
tuk to-be the nanator of hiaown exploits to an inferior, and almost 
d^;)endant ; to steerclear» <m the one side, of affected bamiiity» and, 
on the other, to haye the grace to avoid drawing too largely aa the 
forestalled praises of a retainer; But Mazarin, except in relation to 
ttie h^hest aims, was without vanity. To live and die chief minister 
of France, even if he reached no higher station; to marry hisnieces 
to the best blood of the kingdom ; to amass kingly wealth, and jsur* 
ronnd himself with the rarest objects of art and luxury, were doubt- 
less themes to which vani^, in secret and silence* clung with sweet- 
ness and delight ; but on lesser malteca he was calm» passionless, and 
seemingly indifieient 

Plainly, and as an act which he deemed worthy of praise and re^ 
membrance, he related how, in earlier youth, being then attached to 
the hottseol Savoy, he had-^-a^f unng all other means of prc^rving 
peace between that state and France-Crushed between the contending 
parties^ on the very, stroke of battle — by his prayers gaining a mo- 
mentary cessation of strife, which he improved into a more lasting 
accommodation of dil^noes. 

** I do not use this language without purpose. Monsieur St Maur," 
xontinned the Cardinal^ *< what has been done once may be perform- 
ed again. I gained-a name with the Christian princes of Kurope in 
preserving the peace of rival states ; let me now, with the same holy 
purpose, compose, if possible, my differences with the nobles and 
blood-royal of France* wihappUy arrayed against me ! But who will 
be the herald Mercury to step in. between my unworthy office and 
the heroic Cond^ ?" 

. The Cardinal paused. St Maur did not immediately reply ; but 
seeing from the manner of the prelate that he should be obl^;ed to 
give uttersnce to histho(^hts,he said, there were many, very many, 
• who would be eager for the honour of such an embassy. 

<« All corruptr-all unfitted by their intrigues losrsuoh atask," join- 
ed Mazarin. " No, no ! St. Maur-^you alone would C<md^ listen ta 
There is a fair road for fame mid honour — glory to be won in the 
eyes of beauty-— lovie ishut a poor dissembler, Monsieur St Maur-^ 
but go — go to the prince. We know he wishes to see the Queen re- 
specting your friend Gourville. Tell him I am commanded not to re- 
sign, or I would gladly lay do^n my. office ; say. hc^ majesty has 
convened a council, to which she commands the attendance ol all 
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the princM ol the hlood, and that we of the eabidet) dij^elf and 
colleagues, approve the Queen's act for the peace it may fonng^^ 

The youth Was dazaied with the viston, to which theCanliiia} add- 
ed an intxirest hy the allusion to what he, faUlag into the uMotl 
niistake of lovers^ deemed a secret, hidden from aU eyta eave her to 
whom the homage was paid. But what if some treachery wen 
intended? 

** Will moneeigneor pardon a* question I would a^k f*' aaid tfad 
yottng man. 

« Speak on,** replied the Cardinal. 

*< When you undertook to propose pettce to France^ had yua 
not surety from Savoy that the conditionn you agreed on would 
'"be strictly adhered to in all honourand sincerity ?** asked St Maar. 

** Most sdrely," replied his Eminence, ** for mine own honour aad 
satisfectidn ; and do you be as cai^f ul of your honour aa her majesty 
and her humble adviser are of their pledge, that, as you deal 
honourably, sO you will be dealt honoumUy by. We will not 
take the prince unawares ; let to*morrow and the next day inter- 
vene ere her majesty's council meet — Thursday next, and ^e hour 
eleven." 

The Cardinal made a slight obeisance, turned on his heel, and with- 
drew, leaving the youth to wander amoiqpst the storied riches of 
genius which adorned thie palace. But he was in no mood to enjoy 
their beauty. Neither the severe grace and beaming intelligences of 
Raphael, nor Hie voluptuous forms of Rubens, had power to arrest 
his steps. 

He was now called upon to exercise a calm judgment under fiie 
most trying circumstances. There was no door of escape by which 
he might seek safety in a medium or neutral course. The4utie84>f 
his station required obedience to the Queen and her mitti8ter*s com- ' 
mands ; he had been avowedly chosen for the task, as one of. whom 
the prince, of all within the pale of the court, would have least die- 
trust in matters of personal safety. Could he, tha»fore, with a Icnow- 
iedge of the CardiaaPs geneial duplicity, so kr put iniik in his sin* 
-oerity on the present occasion as to be the means by wtich his old 
pattt)n and feudal chief might be brought into dire peril ? It were 
everiasting disgrace and self*d6omed inlamy if such should prove 
ihe result. ' Neither conld he decline the office, except by open- 
ly aflsuring the Queen, as well as the minister, that their united 
l^edge to hin was val««leas. What coane^.thanlore, could he 
pumuer 
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: ' To bring Condfe into perfl ymm m act which he wodd euflbk' 
^deiBtfa rather than perpetrate; his jadginent was therefore tasked to 
,aBoeitain. whe&er be eoold trust in the pledge of her majesty, and 
tiie honesty of Mazarines intentions. If he oo«M not, why, then, 
iarewi^ to die Fhlais Royal, to the society of Isoline, and the eer- 
▼ice of her m^^esty. 

Men are often inflaenced by latent motives of which they are 
ihemaelves unconscious. Could St Maur have looked deeper into 
his own bosom, he would have discovered thvt the partiality imbi* 
bedfor the precincts of the court caused him to attach too much value 
40 &e Queen's promise. • Her pledged word that he should not be 
mpl^yed in aught that a^cted the honour and safety of his former 
patron, would certainly exonerate him in the eyes of both friends 
and foes, in the event of treasonable practices ; but, with the know- 
ledge of her subjection, in most important matters, to the rule Si 
the unscrupulous and designing Mazarin, was he justified in peril- 
ling so much on her good faith ? 

He did decide, however; in f^vdor t)f .cdfrjring the olive branch to 
the prince. Nor was the train of thought suggested by the artful 
prelate absent from jiis mind. He could not avoid dwelling on the 
personal importance which wodld accrue if he participated in bring- 
ing about an accommodation. He would at once be elevated into 
the sphere ^ much coveted by the ambitious spirits of the age — 
possessing the reputation of acting in,* and giving a tuny to the 
oouree of political events. 

These reflections carried him swiftly to the portal of the H6tel de 
Cond^ where, loitering on the steps in &e inner courtyard, stood 
hi'9 friend the master of the horse. 

Gourville's sagacity stiggested quickly that no slight matter would 
bring the youth to encounter vduhtarily the scorching glance of 
Oxidi ; despite, therefore, of his own desire of exercising a vindic* 
five spirit, and subjecting St. Maur to a most humiliating lecture for 
dianging his party, and, above all, deserting such a powerful pro- 
tector as the Gascon, he yet suppressed all outward manifestations^ 
of anger, in expectation of gleaning quicftly the purport of the youn^ 
man's visit, which possibly might have some relation to himself or 
his actions, which of late had been the subject of much unpleas- 
ant t^mment. 

In this rtaaicBUvre he was foiled, for, with all his art, he could 
draw nothing fettAer than that the usher of the Council had some- 
iiiiig Oifimportance tocbnummicate to the prince. If possible, this 
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made bim moreaBXioas to be master of its purport; but a Terf little 
practice at court, makes a maa an tidept in parrying aad tamiag 
aside uawelcome inquiiies. Gourville, discomfited, grew fttiioiis, 
reproached the young man with acting the part of a spy in tbm 
venturing to otoude on the privacy of the prince, and hinted very 
plainly that hirreceptioii would be such as to make him regret his 
visit to' the hdtel. 

St Mauf , though distnriied by these threats, and, from other causes, 
feeling an extreme dislike to the interview, was not the man to be 
deterred from a course after having fully made up his mind to its 
pursuit. Saluting the master of the horse with a formal seveicaloe, 
which the other aflfected not to notice, he passed onwaids to tlie 
interior of the palace. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

•» • 

AmbttMador of poace, if peao« yov ohooM, 
Or kerald of a war, if yoa refiiM/r'I>BTDBic 

St. Maur learned from one of the domestics that his Royal High* 
pess was enjoying a promenade in the gardens. He accordingly 
went in search of the Prince, fearing the meeting, yet with a reso- 
lution to oppose manfully his overbearing spirit 

The day was fine, the air calm and serene ; the sun shone bright^ 
ly, but without excessive heat, on one of the last days of J^ng ; 
tiie eye, dazzled with the glitter of the gushing fountams, sought 
relief in the deepening verdure of the foliage. It was a scene of 
peace hardly to be realized to the imagination distracted wi& the 
turmoil of a rebellious city. The feelings of St Maur were the 
same often experienced by the visitant of the luxuriant abodes of 
princes and powerful nobles — ^wondering that, with such a paiadise 
to dwell in, the owner's mind should seek pleasure in the weaiyiQg 
struggles of political strife. 

A long avenue^, terminated by a parterre, on which were grouped 
orange shrubs and ctiier exotics, and ov^r which rose to a consider* 
able height the sparkling jet of a fountain, disclosed to view a hap- 
py coterie of idlers, among whom Condi was conspicuous. 

As St Maur approached, be racpgnised the leaders of the lactioii 
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•'--Oaston of OHeans, the Coadjuioir Be Retz, Beaufort, teller thaa 
all fai$ compeers, and Chevreusee, both Mother and daughter. 

The easy disengaged air, anddirerse attitudes of the group, pleas' 
ingly reminded him of several of the pfeturea in the Cardinal's gal- 
lery. Cond4 and his cousin of Orleans were in earnest conversa- 
tion apart from the others. The latter was not distinguished by the 
graces of person : vacillating in thought and action, his manners were 
uninteresting save when excited; then, indeed, there was a glow of 
enthusiasm and eloquence, beautiful, but unstable and evanescent 
as his character. But Condi's presence bore the very impress of 
genius; ati air at once of grandeur, pride, and afiability; eyes dart- 
ing fira, and features of the cast of the eagle. 

Far away, beyond hearing of his friends, walked joyously the 
Coadjutor, by his side a youthful beauty, the younger De Chevrense. 
With dark visage, plump cheeks, moustaches, and tuft on chin, the 
prelate was far from handsome ; but, possessed of that happy as- 
sQtance and ]^aney of manners which ecclesiastics with pretension 
to gallantry attain beyond other classes, he bad the power to capti- 
vate and hold in subjection the fair dames of Pari'9, chiefest among 
whom was the lady now listening to his soft discourse. 

Beaufort, of whom it might be said without flattery that his form 
rivalled that of the fabled Hercules, bent in statue-like attitude over 
the Duchess de Chevreuse, who was seated on a low garden^shair, 
and engaged in picking to pieces k rose, while listening to the duke'si 
theme. Her almost mechanical occupation, in which the mind 
bore no part, betrayed thoughts wandering to cherished scenes — 
perhaps, foigetful of her picturesque admirer, dwelling on other 
di^s, when she re^ed chosen confidant of Anne of Austria. That 
beauty abideth not for ever, was fully exemplified in the perscm of 
the Duchess; but th^re were vestiges remaining, aided by a lively 
wit and intriguing spirit, sufficient to constitute an attractive leader 
of the faction. ^ 

Lovefy as the mo&er nad^een deemed in the days of youth, it 
were difficult to believe that its purple light of love which radiated 
from the eyes of Mademoiselle was an inheritance. The youthful de 
Chevreuse, though her features were irregular, could, at will, throw 
such an expression of fire and soul-subduing tenderness into her 
eyes as spell-bound the -beholder, making him almost believe that 
he beheld some one more than mortal. 

De Ret2; was the hrst to notice the appearance of th( 
Leaving the fair monung star of Condi's party, he lan fc 
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the 'Fiijice, telling liini sdoui^ that a Jieiald was in vaitiog yn\k 
tidings of war or peace. Coqd4 bent a stem glance on St. Maur» 
but did not speak, wiiich tqached the youth deeply ; for his former 
dependency on the good-wiU of the hero of Kocroi had ^o far ena- 
bled him to penetrate the PuneeVchaiacter, that he judged it was not 
from anger he was silent — ^for this was a passion which he never 
attempted to conceal, and had no scruple of giving way to in every 
society — ^but a more amiable feeling : regret, perhaps, that one oa 
whom he once smiled approvingly should have deserted his colourst 
igod plaoed himself in the enemy's ranks. 

<< You-must/* said the Duchess, addressing the Prince, « make laa 
acquainted with this fortunate youth; and you, Monsieur de Ret2» 
look well to your laurels ! If you persist in the intention of whi- 
ning a way to the saloon of da Plesais, you- wiU have to eofioonter 
more formidable competitors than are met with in my poor hotel.** 

The name of du Plessis brought colour to the cheeks of St Manr ; 
but aware of the scorching ridicule to which he was e.5|K)sed, he en* 
deavoured to divert attention from the messeoget lo the emnd, by 
acquainting the Prinoe that he was the beaser of a message from 
the Cardinal. 

" Then dedaie it," said Cand6, << for these are my friends, whom 
it imports as much as myself." 

They gathered around the herald, who had scarcely commenced 
his speech when he was interrupted by the younger de Chevreuse 
inquiijng of de Beaufort, in a very audible and impatient tone, what 
it was that her mother had said respecting M. de H^ and Madame * 
du Plessis. 

The duchess looked angrily at her daughter ; but was too much 
ve^xed at this awkward corttretemps to express resentment openly. 
Mademoiselle, who almost from a child played a part on the arena 
of politics, under the guidance of her mother, was as little scared 
by the Duchess's anger, as she had been deterred by any sense of 
delicacy from proposing the question. Isabella de Chevreuse had 
been brought up as a puppet and an idol to attract and allure the 
powerful 'y and necessarily, from being engaged so unworthily in her 
youthful years, was without the refinement and delicacy which a 
more beooming education, or even matursr age, would have induced. 

St. 2^1^, in revenge for the previous attack, paused in order to 
ibarrassment of the Duchess, and that the outri con* . 
le should not be kist upon his auditors. It was 
to 4ifMI)iat the adhceioQ of the Coafi^tor to the party of ' 
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ihe Fiince l»4 b^n- infivKhcecl priacipally by ddmkatidn^ ol. the self* 

willed and spoiled beauty, and tbey also believed that be bad made 
a conquest It now received coniinnation in tbe imprudent and 
recklesa question put to de Beaufort^ betraying a jealousy wbich none 
bat herself would bave dared to discover. She was, however, a 
complete, creature of impulse,, regardless of oonaequenees, fearing not 
the censure of society, or caring for its praise^ Too late for eor- 
rectipn,tbese qualities were beginning to manifest their tende&cies; 
iuid tbe poor Duchess^ who, relying on amother's power, expected 
that the daughter would be a willing instrument in h»t bands — a 
beauteous decoy, inflaming tbe passions of others, herself paasion- 
kss — viras now convinced, to her dismay, that' she was a being 
beyond control, and even careleea of the usual afibcted reserve dl 
ttfcespx. 

A repressed smile, which the politeness of the guests, and their 
desire of retaining the friendship of de Cbevteuse, could not whcdly 
conceal, added to her annoyance ; but tbe Prince, stepping in to her 
aid, in rather a shap tone bade St Maur deliver himself of his mes- 
sage> if lie were charged with any, 

f < It is very easily divined," said tbe Duchess, afiecting to re- 
(X)ver from her embarra^ment, while de Beaufort eogaged the at* 
tention of Mademoiselle ; ** bis Eminence has a most important and 
delicate a£^ in agitation, which he could not commit to abler or 
more experienced hands. It cannot beotberwise than that he asks 
the consent of your royal highness to the marriage of his niece, 
the eldest Mademoiselle Mancini, with our royal Louis.*' 

<<Nol It is an accommodation he pioposes," said Orleans. *< I 
know he is sick at heart of diese troubles. What if he ask 
our cousin Con4^ to accept the baton of Constable, and of[er me the 
Regency ?" 

- <* Is it not more likely," cried <le Retz, " that this young man is 
here to treat for the purchase of his Eminence's library and pic* 
tures ? If he do not soon make a contract of sale, they will be- 
come the property of the crown ; and he has too much fondness for 
glittering coin not to forestall such a sad alternative. Do I not hit 
the mark. Monsieur ?" 

" If it were so," replied St Maur calmly, ** there is one. p^ntingf 
I would buy myself, to remind me of the present conversation;** ^ 

** And which is that ?" exclaimed de Beaufort, suddenly break- . 
into the discourse — ** the Slaughter of the Innocents ?" 

No, Monaeigneur r xeplied the yotttfa» *' butthat pietwe wheie 
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the Saviour is oeeiip!ed in driving from the temple lho6e who dts» 
grace its sacred offices/^ ^ying this, his eye rested on de Retz. 

There was an uneasy movement about the Coadjutor, as though 
he were debating whether it were becoming his dignity to notice 
the remark. Cond6, however, put a stop to this war of words, by 
desiring St. Maur to confine himself to the purport of the message. 

When the latter had performed bis task, which he did bri^y, 
informing the Prince of the desire of her Majesty that he should 
be present at the ensaing meeting of ther Council, at which his 
Hoyal Highness of Orleans, and all the Princes of the blood, were 
requested to assist, and at which the Cardinal desired to tender cer- 
tain proposals respecting the welfare of the kingdom and his own 
tenure of office, there was a silence of some moments' duration. 

" Let us not send St Maur away without answer," said Cond<. 
** My own mind is made up as to the good or evil of attending or 
staying away from the Council ; but I would have the advice 
of all." 

Orleans first delivered his opinion, which was to the effect that 
his cousin should accept the invitation, for it would doubtless open 
the path to gaining peacefully what they were all striving for, and 
which, through other means, would only be accomplished by much 
bloodshed. 

De Retz said that Cond< should carefully avoid placing his per- 
sonal safety within reach of Mazarin ; the Regency was a laudable 
object (A ambition for his Royal Highness of Orleans, and the Con- 
stable's truncheon well became the heroic grasp of the idol of the 
French armies ; but one false step would lose the means whereby 
these were won. The Cardinal, he said, was a gamester in poli> 
tics, as well as with the dice, and was ever laying traps for his ad- 
versaries. Let cunning match cunning. Trust not yourself," con- 
cluded the ecclesiastic, addressing the Prince, " within the walls of 
the Pklais Royal." 

<* Monsieur de Retz discourses most eloquently," exclaimed 
Isabelle de Chevreuse, addressing the Prince ; then tumlnfc to the 
Prelate, she added, ** and do you. Monsieur, listen to my advice. 
There is a certain house in the Place Royale where resort the 
most violent of our enemies. Do not trust yourself within its 
walls !" 

" The Coadjutor of IHiris is indeed happy with such peeriess ad- 
visers as Mademoiselle," said de Ret2, iKFWing low. " Madame 
de Owwease hv inlonned me that the widow du Plessia is now 
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her rival, attempting to draw a circle aa illofltriouB as that which 
o^rs homage at the feet of her whom J have now the felicity to ad*' 
dress ; and I have hinted to Madame how dearable it would be to 
attack the enemy in their own qvarters. IVuly I run more peril 
in the Hotel de Chevreuse than I could meet elsewhere in ail. 
Paris ; but I yield myself humbly to your lair council." 

" And will not jump in at the widow's window* de B^tz," cried 
de Beaufort, " unless she send for a friar-confessor^*' 

" It would be more to the purpose," replied de Bete, «* if we 
heard your advice whether his Hoyal Highness should make thdL 
venture at her Majesty's window. We are deta^ing this most 
goodly youth* who erewhile reproved the tenor of my life, modli 
to his own disadvsudtage, in listening to your levity." 

** I do not judge it prudent the messenger should be present at owe . 
discussion," remarked Orleans very gravely. 

" In war or play, I show the enemy my caurds>" exdaimnd Cood^ 
gaily. " I wi^ Mazariu himself were he);e. But we ha:ej& not 
yet heard our oracle." 

«0, yes! Centre fortune^ bon 'ecsurf* crkd de Beaufort 
** U faut hasarder le paquH. Nothing lost, nothing won. If I 
were his Royal Highness, I would throw my b^on into the Coun-) 
ciJ-Chamber, and walk in to pick it up. We have dfiven them 
tQ bay, and thU gentleman is arrived with a card of grace. No- 
thing less than the admiralty for my share !" 

" And what will content pur fair queen of the Amazons?' said 
Cond4» a]^roaching the duchess with an air of gallantry. 

*< I must have the tabouret, you will admit»" said de ChevreQse». 
.sm^ing. *' The dames of the house of Mont Caza, de Chatillon, 
and Richelieu, do not stand in the presence of the Queen, and 
why should de Chevreuse be without her chair ?" 

"Why? indeed, should the Worthiest and most honoured be 
deprived of the privilege ?" replied the Prince. •* We will change 
all that j — ^but shall I meet the Cardinal ?" 

" I see nothing to risk — everything to gain ; the game will fall 
into our hands," replied the Duchess. ** If we spurn the Italian in 
his hour of necessity, he may seek support from Rochefoucauld, da 
Bouillon, and that party." 

" I have now all your responses," said the Prince, turning from 
de Chevreuse. " The number of my advisers is odd, but here come* 
Gourville to make the sixth. . I hope his opauon will equalize youSx 
votes, and give me the casting voice/' 
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Th^ Master of the Horse, on being appealed to, cast arapH glance 
at the fjarty, eying witli some jpalousy St. Maur, probably from 
being Emitted to soch « long attdfence; and Teplied thait he had 
reason to feat the worsi if his Boy^ Highness fof oae mpment 
quitted thb pveyCection of his friends. He might be hurried off to> 
Vincennes or the Bsetile, before faia Mthful Fasia cQtM mBster tv 
the rescue. ' 

•* Henii St. Maur,^ satdCond^, addressing the young: man, ** yon 
may hate some voice heie : — axa yoiit^pad)le ol beaiing a tuaitor^a 
message ?■ 

•* When I took service with her Majesty/' wplied SI Mamr ear- 
nestly, ** I received the Queen's pledge, and the assurance of his 
Eminence that I should not be employed iii aiaght agamet the ho^ 
nour'oF safety of the house of €ond& and^ its iUustinoua chief." 

•* Thai is not badly spoken,* said de Retz.; •^yet if iro lose our 
head. What is to become of ow povty ?" 

•* We shall gain »name; indeed we hare gained one alreadyr* 
fiaid Gourville ; ** but listen." 

; Gourville thien narrated thot the idle boys of the eity formed 
themselves into the opposite parties of iKEazarirrians and friends of 
Cond^ ; and the latter being the strongest, having driven their op- 
ponents from the fields and open places- heymd the barriers, com- 
menced assaulting the passengers with "^eir slings. The police 
being sent for, drove away th« boys ; but as fast as one group was 
dispersed, another congregated in a fresh quarter, using their slinga 
even against the municipal authorities. The quick-witted Parisians^ 
ever ready to throw an adr of ridicule over their most serious con- 
cerns, transferred the epithet of frondcurs, or slingers, from the 
urchins to the party (hey professed to represent— and thus the Cond^^ 
faction was called the Fronde. 

«* We will not regret the name," said de Cbevreuse ; •' and from 
to^y let the colour of our party — ^tbe Isabel blue — ^be the cho* 
sen colour und badge of the Fronde. Let none appeat at libe hotel 
without it" 

*' I think Madame b right," Bead Ollea&s ; ** these trifles weigh 
Tery much with the populaee." 

Madame made an ironical obHsance in return for the presumed 
compUnent. The more youthful beauty forbade de Retz appearing 
in her presence without the hue of the Fronde ; but the Prelate eZ' 
Cttsed himself on the plea, that though he wotdd fight under the 
eolours^yet be cooldnot wearthemwithoutadispenwtion&om Rome. 
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OoodS (bun lemavked to hie fneB40ft tfa«t as the nwnbcars 'wvte 
equal» the decision w^ left to himselii and he should accept the 
invitation ol her lidiyeaty. It was not, he said, that the. danger 
should be 4ee!aed as nothing, noTy en t^e other side, that there was 
much to dread from the treachery o^ ibe Cardinal;); Imt {MtsonaUy. 
thesse considerations, although of moment. to his £riends»did aot af- 
fect him. He w«s induced to Ihe visit sole(y for ^he ^lyect of <3Qoe. 
foore seeing her Majesty, that he augM.deny his participation in the 
insult ofoed in d» coioduct of hi#»iriend the Master of the Horse. 
The Bourbons, he said, d)d not levy on each other till they had de« 
dared wnr* 

Bending Eighty to ^ MauCi |he hitter took it as a hint to with- 
dcawy and ^^uiUed the parten»b 



CHAPTER IX, 

"ISeiDf 7«tir «tav«, what fik«uld 1 ao tat ttaA 
Upon th6 koan and tim«s 9t your desire t 
I have no {ineeloiis tiaM at «11 te «peady 
Nor flenrioeste do taU you re^jHise. 

TBBaE8!»AT mommg i^ved, und tin Prince was «xpMXed «t ib» 

PSatais Boyal. His intended interview had been freely canvassed 
tiy^ all parties in the capital ; and although the pc;acefully disposed 
augured tiunquiUity 4ind restoratioH of order, there, had been, evident<» 
ly, emissaries of tiie Cardinal, or of some other paity, adverse to 
Cond^ at work,. instiUing.into the minds of tiie people distnist of 
the Prince aUegingtbatif^e conference producedan accommodation, 
it would prove a preixmceited manoeuvre,, by whtch the rights of 
the c^ens wei« sold, and the nobles only neaped the fruits of the 
anpport hitherto so zealously idSforded by the good bufgfa^s and ar* 
tisans of Paris. It was speciously ut^ged, in corroboration of tbi» 
view, that the avowed ^geat employed in the iiegotiati(»i was an 
adherent, almost a retainer of the Princ^. The citizens and the 
parliament most therefcare choose between the alternative of being 
betrayed or quickly selecting a ]|ew leader more devoted to theic 
cause than the Bourbon Oond^. 

The wily Mazarin had thus already gained a pgrtion of the benefit 
he doubtless strove for — sowing the seeds of dissenaion in the ej»e- 
my'sxaoks. 
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St Manr, who faad been mhjetied to the omerbeating ^rit of tie 
leaders of the Fronde m his late vieh to the ttot^l de Conde, yet le^ 
tained a pleasing impression bf the Princess demeanovr^ which caas- 
ed him almost to regret his atteiehment to the Court. He eoald erea 
frame escnsesior the other members of the faction, that their bitter-* 
ness was not pointed at himself personally, but at the master he 
served. Hie man who qtrits his party Toiiintarily, retains for a lon^> 
perioiLan tmeasy sensation of disgust; he feels that he has pidoed 
himself in the position of a defendant in the eoart of honour, and 
that he mast make good his defence. Jsoline, who, as we have 
mentioned, retained her place in the household of Anne df Austria 
after the assumption ol the mansion in the Plaiie Kc^aie, was daily 
in the society of our young Dauphinese, afbidiag him the offpovti^ 
nities he so ardently coveted, of drawing closer the ties of their in- 
timacy. And it cannot be denied (hat his attentions were agreeable ; 
though she may have attempted to impose on herself the belief that 
the interest felt for the youth was prdmpted only by gratitude, and 
the more selfish desire of having an ally and friend at need, being 
as she was, almost friendless and isolated, still the self-deception 
could not long exist i» one bred,, almost nurtu^ed^ia the worldliness 
of a court 

Her afiections being thus all but avowed, it is nowise surprising 
flkat the disquietude of their object should excite attention. It cbold 
not escape the penetration of Isoline that St. Maur was dissatisfied 
with his service, that it was the subject of seiC-repiDach, aid thai 
his melancholy was increased since the interview with Conde. 

Why a mere change of party should be s source ot lamentation, 
unless the change involved the loss of a dear and valued friend, was 
to her surprising; and when she reflected that her knight-enant had 
wandered from the dreary wastes of indigence into the castle of 
plenty, surprise was not lessened. Having seen all around change 
and re-change, throw off and re- assume the Irvery of factions, as 
suited convenience, and without risk or impunging of honour — 
friendships' formed or dissolved as best consorted with fortune or 
varying position — she could not appreciate the deeper sympathies 
and yearnings of affection exhibited in his political relations, which 
were the result of a life of comparative solitude and single-mind- 
edness. 

In this respect St Maur had an advantage, inasmuch as his edu- 
cation was more pure and simple, free from that corruption of the 
inoial princijde — ^the preference of expediency to a strict sense of 
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jofltlce— -which the air of a court eiigenden. Isoline had pieaervted 
herself unsullied, by ^strength of mind and firmness of purpose, 
qualities \vhich h^r admjier lacked ; but she had lent herself willing- 
ly in aid of her ro3ral mistress's support of Masarin, and would 
have b^en equally willing^ at her liege-lady's commuids, to assist 
in supjtoting the fatourite were he in disgmoe with the Queoi. 
It would have been in naught contiary to her political creed; she 
had. seen places lost and won — {Hreferaseiit bought, sold, ai^d ex- 
chaaged—aod the honour of the parties engaged in the tisffic in no 
d%ree compromised by their cabals and intrigues. Her dislike of 
the Cardinal arose, as we have stated, from his imposing upon her 
the office of spy and tale-bearer, and her reliance on the continued 
{Hotection of the Queen was shaken by the conviction that she could 
not affront his Kmineace without endangering the friendshipof Anne. 
Si^eing herself in the predicament of.poaitivedisgraoe, it was, there- 
fore, with some alarm that she witnessed the growing distaste of St. 
IMbur to the air of the Palais Royal. To exhibit such a f^ing was, 
in her estimation, throwing away the good gifts of fortune. Pos- 
«esaing^ or having the credit of possessing* the confidence both of 
the Quee&and the Cardinal, his career was in the ascendant ; and 
he had already suficient footing whereby io gain connexions to buoy 
him up, even' if the Italian fell. As she had been instrumental in 
his introdnction to the pakce,. floahe resolved to exert an influence 
over his spirit which would hold him there, and chase away the 
foolish fancies of romantic attachment to a leader who would allow 
jiiie letaiaers to starve^ 

Busily engaged with these thoughts, »» she leaned iiom a win- 
•dow overiookiag^th^ gaidens in the rear of the palace, she observed 
^ Maur walking peae&v^y under the tieaa. It wanted yet several 
houfs of th6<ime appointed for the Priace's reception, and he walk- 
ad to and fro, his eyes on. the ground^ and all unconscious of the 
presence of the fair divinity gating from above. 
. Wias ever swain so blind, so heedless ? Could he not once lodk 
up ? Where was that fine instinct of sympathy which poets sing 
•^, and by which lovers ai^i conscious of each other's proKiouty or 
«Q;>proach ? Look not on the sand beneath thy stepe, iSt JMaur, 
though it be as rich as the fabled strand of ^X^ua' stream ; but hft 
up. thy gaze to where f< love-darting* eyes, ^d tresses like the 
mom," beam invitingly over thy foc^teps. 

« Will naught avaAl me with the simptetcua ?" murmured feoline, 
growing angry. A thought struck her-r-flhouid jsbfi let lall as 
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tfaoQgb by chance > glove ? But no—itee might be unseen ipee- 
lator^-^slie eoald not be snie— for theie wese many windows, aAcK 
the incident wotxld be a jdeasini^ theme to tile €oimt de Nogent^ or 
any l>thev idlei of bis class. 

Fearing such a teM-tale misBiTe astbe ^V9, she ^signed pniniiig 
the potted geraninmsy taking caie to let Ml reiry kixtiriaDt 8prig9 
when the Bte|Ni of St, Maur weie^difeeted towards the wiikhow, in 
his altevnale walk. l%e Htde fairf beacons, eddying downwttd 
ftroTigh a current of air, f^ kincfty at his feet. He koked up, and 
though thejady seemed most earnestly engaged in eioj^iog the re- 
dundancy of the shiub^s- growth, and appaieatly meonscieas of the 
presence ol any one in Ihe gasden, he sow di^>iayed an alacrity of 
perception which made amends f&t ipteifiam blindness. As careful 
as du Flessisol giiring toona for scandal, he yesumed his meditati'^e 
prcftnenade^ but bieakiag off after a Umt ot two, disi^peared fr(An 
tiie gaardmi. 

The gallery where tsoline walked comsnunicated with the ante- 
* chamber <ol &e Qiieer»*A boudoir. The latter, which, aa we hare 
said, had obtained the epithet of her M^'est^s little grey chamber, 
probabfy ham fhe coiouv of the ti^estry, was a^ the angle of two 
suites of room8> and could be appreacbed by both. Ambass^Mloia 
and other fnnctkmaries»'€tdmatted to tliS honours of the entrSf, weie 
conducCed through the swre gaudily decomtted side of the quadran- 
gle; whilst thesuft ol apartments in which St. Maurbriield du 
I^essie waa reserred for the a;^proBch of the inmates and oflleers ol 
the household ; their rank and office being indicated by die penait- 
ted prosimity of approach to royi^y* 

Fortunate^ for i^* teher of Ibe coUnsil-chamher, the galleipy 
. was mlt beyond the lionts of bis range ; he conid, therefore, gain 
access to the fair tenant without incorringp loyal disj^easuie, or 
even exeitiDg asfy -cariosity among the nMnabeia ol the hduie- 
hold he might chance to meet, as to his red object in seeking' 
tiie apaitmeat^a penaitted lounge^ though sddoBi used at thai 

hfOUT. 

She was, aS he londl^ hoped, alone, and testified no extretne 
aurprise at his appenrance, whicft confirmed the suspiciui that the 
geranium loppings were really biUeis ^offftovr* 

** Well, H^smeur St. Mhurf* exclaimed du Hessfis, bteaking 
Silence, «* is the Prince al necromancer, that yoa should so dread 
Jrta trisit^ Why so melancholy f Can he depuYe yoa el li&» or 
tmnaAx yoainto a alatasi* 



^ H lie could." leplied the- youth, ** I know ^here dwells a Sybil 
whose charms wodld Testore me to the breathing world." 

" Take my advices** said the kdy ; ^.waik not under the trees^ 
unless the day is exceedingly. hot» or you have better company thaa 
yonr own thoughts. Retarn glance for glance with this haughty 
Prince, who cares no more for you ftan for the many thousands 
who have fallen in earning liim the name of hera Hide every f 
trace of care, or it will be reported that ytm are piottisg againat ' 
the stales Take the gay Basompieire kx your models nther than j 
the g^pomy Sully. Shall I say what all the world report of you i^ ' 

** It will do me good to hear> coming fvom your lipSj** rejdied > 
"St. IV^ur. . ^ . 

" Rochefoucald names yott the walking ghost,'* continued the 
lady; ** he says you perform the duties, of office as thoagh you be* 
longed to another sphere. He is afraid ol mee^ng you in the gal* 
leries or gardens after nightfall. Voiture whispers you are engage 
<ed in the composi6on of an epic {)oenk» aa4 that the quarrels of the 
Cardinal and Cond^ are the staple of the suhfect; he drew from his 
|X)cket some very arnvsing hnes which he said bad fallen acciden- 
^lly from you£ hat, whilst die Count de Nogent has actually peti* 
tioned the Queen for the reversion of your charge in favour of a 
Languedocian coasia, 93 ha j^dicts yen are not long for this 
world." 

" And have I the same liberty yott have taken P* asked St 
JVlaur. 

" Yes, truly '.** replied Isoline. 

" I cannot relate what passes current in the palace,^ said the 
youth, ** for, as Madame very truly says, 1 do not much heed its 
concerns.; but in the cirGle of the Fronde, as ihty ane now called, 
it is asserted &at you have the vanity to .compete with de Chev* 
reuse — that you would be with us- what the Duchess is to the 
Prince's party-«^e idoi of idl eyeB-**the pmiee of all tongues ! De 
fietz has heard so much that be would ha.ve been^exe now at the 
Place Royale but through iear of Madealoiselie's jealousy.** 

<* Is she not beautiful?" exclaimed Isoline^ '* i£ she had but wit; . 
or but a i^int^idlBa of propriety <. what could witheMnd her charms I 
Cardinal, Queen, the palace itself, must succumb to her basfliak 

eyesl" • ••'.'.' . ' 3 

But wanting, what her rival pps^eases,** rejoined St. Mau)(^ . 
ini*tead of leading captive Mazarin aiul the four Secretaries of atate» 
ahe holds in h^c effing only the dark-featujped little jnesi." 



] 



Sd THE VltktB ioTAt.' 

*• And he is fhe flotil of the party," replied da Plessis. <' Do not 
despise de Retz : thotig;h half fox, he is akin to the eagle, and has 
but one weakne^ But I am not her rival. Monsieur St Maur; I 
seek not to lead Princes or Prelates, or eren Careers of lesser 
lank »" 

•* Not even Gentleman-Ushers V cried 8ft. Maur, smiling. 

But the smile passed quickly awBy as his feelings changed to a 
deep earnestness. 

*• Isoline !" he e;cclaimed, kneeling at her feet, and taking a hand 
which was not withdrawn, " forgive me that I seem insensible to 
your kindness ; nsy heart {^ays tmant, but i» deeply yours, more 
deeply than the tongue can tell. Each day makes me more entirely 
your own. From the night we fust met, and when love, mastering^ 
my heart, made me forget poverty, and the vuTgar scof& which are 
ever levelled at the forlorn like myself, till the present hour, how 
much do I owe you ! My destiny is truly happy. Do not believe 
me miserable because idlers laugh, or that I walk alone — ^btrt not ii^ 
solitude, for your image is ever present With you 1 walk and hold 
sweet converse; to you I kneel though you are absent; tis only 
Isoline's self that drives away the spirit which haunts me V 

" You ate certainly, beycmd any question, in love !" said du 
Plessis, afipctii^ a calmness which she did not feel, and gently 
withdrawing her hand, as she walked slowly a few paces from the 
atill kneding yo»th, so that their eyes no longer met 

" Was that a confession I heard ?" exclaimed St Maur, springing 
to his feet, and moving to her side. *■ Tou aie certainly, beyond any 
question, in love. Does Isc^e, then, confess so much of her- 
•eaf?" 

. << Yon aie move ingenious than his Emineiice in torturing words,* 
replied du Plessis, "but » 

« The meaning is not tortured, yon woidd say," exclaimed St 
Maur, piessing her hand to his lips. There was no reply. 

The hovisflew quicUy on, and St Maur and Isoline were roused 
from fheir dream of happiness by the shtiU blast of the trumpet; 
the roll of the drum from the mounted guard echoed back the notes. 
Cond6 waa on Jus loate to the Maoe, and the Usher had duties to 
penona. 

** For my sake, Henri," said Isoline, bidding him adien, ** bear 
with the Cardinal-^with her Majesty — the Court — and even with 
ioeh men as de Nogent ; and yon will be carried safely through 
these fltoimy times, when, perhaps, flioee above you will fatt. You 



tifibed y^rself to the Piiiiee, and he tex^rarded 70a 'wilh cold smiles ; 
here you enjoy more than you ever strove to win from the warlike 
Boitrbon. Fcngct him» and yon ivili be happy !*' 

From his station in the' ante^^irxun of the council-chamher, St. 
Maur commanded a view of the street by which the Prince ap- 
))roaehed. He came in his coat^h^ attended by the Duke of Orleans 
in a similar equipage. Already he had locta portion xd popularity ; 
for though .as Ime^ot^ the air was rent with shovts of '* Long 
live the Prince of Cond6 ! Death to die Mazsffia V* yet these were 
mingled with less pdeasing ocies^ imprecating vengeance on the 
Jhrince for seUing hiB friends* and making peace with the Italian 
tymnt Several volleys of «tones were flung at tise carriage, and St 
Maur heard the report of a pistol, but oould not dislingiiish whether 
it was fired at the . Prince, or by kis friends, to overawe the 
cabbie.^ 

While ga^og through the window, he suddenly felt a hand placed 
on his shoulder^ and, turnings beheld the CoiBit de Nogent, accoutred 
in the unitom of C^onel of the Swiss guards, the charge he held 
in the household troops. The youth i^rled and turned pale ; diere 
was something ominous, he felt, in the rencontre, which boded no 
good to his honour or happiness ; but the Count allowed little time 
for reflection, for making a gesture, indicating a desire that the 
Usher should follow, he kft the apartment. 

In the lobby, St. Main: ventured to ask what service was required 
l)f him ; but the Colonel, who was professedly a mischief -maker^ 
and who would sacrifice a reputation to cause Anne a laugh, felt 
that he had the youth entirely in his power, and was resolved to 
i;fatify his own malieioiis humour. He made no reply. 

. << Am I arrested. Count ?" asked St Maur« waMe to endure the 
wuuety. 

*« Not yet,*' briefly answered the other. 

. Yisions of the Biuftille» *with its dreary dungeons, rushed ra^ndly 
«cmiS'.hiB imagination; but he became calmer on remarking that 
die Colonel was leading the way to the Queen's grey chamber. 
Surely* he though^ I ehaU not be arrasted tibere : no harm can reach 
me in the ^iieseace. 

De Nogent paused, knocked gently ai the door^ but no one an- 
swered. He opened it,^eQlefedi, and was followed by St. Maur. 
The chamber was empty, but the door c^posite* leading to herMa* 
jesty*s private oratory, was partly open* ^ . 
, On «nxi8iD|^ they beheld the Q»eea4uid Uie jrouag Monaich, a 
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hofo( teik yean of t^, tta Iheit kfiees MM tb^ alfar. SoUihiMn 
in team, and praying 

The noisfe made by tber iiitpadeis adanasd her MajeaQr ; she moekf 
lustily, and dcmaoded hwriedVy of tbe Co«Bt/ d ^Ibe «bd her bod 
were yet bappy ; if th«y we*e ffee. 

The reply wa&-Hiot yet^ b«ft the hoiiF wadB ekm at haftk^ ; he hai 
broiight the ciilprit whcsn her Matfesly desired te^ see. 

**Le9ve vms CoiiQt/* s«id Anne ; ** b«t foisake w net.'^ 

De Negent letiied, bowtB^ pfofooRdiy. 

The Queen and ihe yovthf id Lotfis (pxitted the oratory^ aad re-en-r 
lered the grey chsimto, followed by Si Maur, wihoee miDd was fill' 
ed wilh appiekensidiis gI tomiog danger. He co^ noty however/ 
■despiter bis anxiety, svdtd Mulicing' the manneiftof the yo«mg sover^ 
e^n, who appeared to feel himitell •* eyery ^Kh a King/* 

The chairs of state, placed ^^nst the wsdl^and oyer-a»ched with 
tanopies, enabled her Ma^es^y occaBioiiQily ts^ cenvert 1S»' boudoif 
XDto a ieception<-chamiber. Lowis immediafefy took poesesaion of 
the lesser, chair, and hx^ed ais though some little dramaref royal 
etiquaette were about tof be eitacted for h^isr amuBemieBt^ 
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cHAPTjeK i. 

Oootf tfcflbgtf, my L^Haitiags v for wUc&r i d& arrest Hi^,trafter* ef hi^bF 

AwJiB difd not sit down, bcrt after remttimngf sevend inoments al 
tlKT Window to eoropoee her tearg, tsmed to St. Mainf, flbd- with aa 
air Gi afiected tianq«ilhty, belied by the tMsMing tone of her voice/ 
said, *• We wovid fain know, sir, whether we may lely eor yottf 
fidrtity.'^ 

tSt. li^ferar, repiied^that ftis gratifttdc ia het lifajesty fctf Ibrprofec 
tion a0bided under the peMlouB^ GitcunifflBncJed in wfaieh ItaT etitev^ 
her" fl^tvicer, brought ott by his own extreme impradence/WMldWcAf 
remain anchangeable, an^ tfbei be' w%l» inca^ieAle of betHi^^ing bi^ 
truet. He humbly begged her IVlajesty tO'graut the b#OD of de> 
elaring whence arose her fidlBpiiioiiB.- 

*«Mon8fetrr is a nrOst faithM mfTM,** e^clkfimed Ijot^, Witfif 
great emphasis ; •< wie wish we could say thesameof 1be'€biaitder 
Nogent, who only yesteiday— * 

•« S» is de Ncgett^ v«ry: iiiAM r Mid AMke f«h^ 



fcer Bonin thia 4^dcH frcnn the Uirone. Then addreeBing jSt* Maur> 
sbe qoBtinued* " We 4» not douljJt ywir. fidelity, or should not oow 
have stood your friend. His Eminence ordered your awest this 
inorAiAg ; bttt we intei^ae^ : we citie well affected ^ you, St. Maur, 
for yoitr own sake ; for we owe^ yoa good-wilU and for the aake of 
one o(her very dear la «B.^ . 

Anne paused lor ^ few moments^ looking «t the youth steadily; 
ahe dien' refnimed> faesitatiingly: ** Weaie nbtsufeeyoaaie equally 
well aflfeclcd to us and to our friends." 

It w«s evident to ker «sher^ that the Queen was kkouring under 
^ distract^ of miiid which took ciway her u^mA aeI£>po8seasioH^ 
She trembled, her voice quivered, and she looked o^n to the door^ 
starting aV^ least noise of footsie^, as though tX{ieetxBg &e report 
•of some dreaded eakimity. The usoad cautionary i^settvexd toj^ty 
had quite forsaken her^ ^txe was at die mercy even of the usher ct 
the cownoH-ehamber ;• and any one but our kero would have built 
^long hopes of- fortaae tind'advaneemail, hota ^e iamilmr appel- 
lative o! ** St. Maur," applied to hhn by royal lips; But a stRmg 
eenae ol 'dvty iapafft, «indi a deahre to'«eT?fa the. Queen Jaithfully, his 
homage a»d -fealty were bestowed elsewhei^ and in that quarter his 
fears began to take alarm. He tremhled for the mfety of the Priuce 
xM OmH ; and felt that a Qneen's word might weigh lightest in iStSb 
vcaleststf political strife and'expediency> \ 

He reiterated his aasurances of fidelity; to which her Majeaty re* 
{died grevd^y &at she, had saved him ftom the atrest meditated lotf 
i&e Cardinal, which it was alleged, 4he safety of the state, and th« 
security of her Boa's crown, vequzred, ^nd ^e hoped he would af- 
fo^ her no" cause for com{daint. Indeed she bad allowed her zeal 
tn.his.iatraarto owtw^gh the desire of privacy, that Mt St. Maur 
tBJ^ give her his.jMro^fy and he^ htmself^But of reach of dangers 

" Wett^QfUld give <jlor owu ivortf fbr-M. St. Maur," said the boy- 
king, who seemed betit «rn banking some ^are in the oolloqu^r* 

FaAher explanation dE the pledge required fr^m^^ uslier was 
here cut i^hort by a knocking at the docM*. ' ^e Qoeen hurriedly 
^inted to St Maur to -retke into, the: oratory. 

He had scarcely withdrawn, when die do6r of the grey ehamW 
opened, and the voice of Maeariu wus h^ard — '* Welcome I my 
lieges, oBce more to the throne of France.- ' IW kingd'om is i^hi 
your own; Condi the: great w safes %nd powerlesKt igs the meanest 
pea^^t on bis lands. Hefe; my youthful liege, is a piaiytkSng pret* 
Iter than your w«r<>8hip at St Cloud : it is the sword of the ^KMft 



'Warrior who was to frighten us from our homes by Tai8»ngl(ieilifdl 

finger. Such wAs the tenure by which he has often declared^ my 

liege-lord held his crown V* 

'' But those cries we heard ffom the alnat^&,'*--^'exc)aimed Anne 

«^-" are the peopk now qoist f Has there been mcich bloodshed } 

We dared not leate our cushions, but we pmyed for your suc^ 

cess." 

*' Dared !'* cried Louis indignKaiTtly ; <* our mother may have h^ 

fears, but they do not dwell in us.** 

"CodM and fais f riendff of the roarket*place and the H6tel«de- 
Ville,** replied the Cardinal kuighing, '* am no longer one. I first 
plucked the bird of his featbersr and mean bow to cage him.*' 

The distress of the poor youth on hearing this intelligence was izN 
deed great; h^ felt his own hcmour and self-respect gone for ever^ 
and was obliged W lean for support on the raiU of the altar. 

<« Your Majesty looks ill," continued Mazarin ; ** Ihe anxiety has 
been very gfeaX-f but bid farewell to sorrow ; we wiU now have a 
court as gay and happy as that of Mary of Medieis !" 

The terms in which Anne of Austria replied to this eiliortalion^ 
completed the dismay of St. Maur ; the exultation of spirit she ex-* 
faibited at the downfall of the PriBce,>8nd her laugh of triumph orer 
de Chevreuse and the Fronde,- convinced him, that if Bhe had not 
meditated breaking her pledge when it was givea, she had been 
far fitam leluctanf in pelding to the Caidinal's policy. ** Put not 
thy trust in Princes V* — mmmmred St Maur, abhe bent in mentai 
agony over the altar. 

- She next inquired el the Itsdian the manner of the an«st ; if he 
were present; how the Prince had behaved; where he was confine 
ed ; and if his Enrmence were certain that Fmi» would not riise 
against them, before Cond^ coald be removed to a place of streogth^ 

The Cardinal besought Her Majesty'a indidgence if he answered 
these questiooa briefly ; there were maay matters of momfsnt which 
yet required attention. No disturbance from without, he said, was 
to be feared, as it was b^ieved the Princes were in council, and hA 
had taken care to cut off all comnftunioation with the city, till Cond^ 
was in the Castle of Yinoeanes. 

St Maur gathered spirit on hearing this inleUigehce : a ciumce 
ofiered of repairing, in some small degree, his fault, if he could find 
the means of acquainting thechielsol the Froade with the detsation 
of their leader. He listened attentively to the mmttiveof the Car* 



"Th« ranees arriirsed/' continned his Eminence ]atighing» 
*< amidst a shower of stones, and one or more pistol-shots; and ^ 

on their alighting at the palace, Ccmd^ appeared cha&di and com- 
plained to ^e Count de Nogent of the insolence of the rabble, and 
that erne of his lacqueys had been wounded in the arm. De Nogenti 
who, as it appeared, from the tenor of Mazarin's talei was in the 
secret of the cdartj pretended great concern, and o&red his Koyal 
Highness all the coddolence in his po^^^r ; he said, possibly the as* 
sassin might y^ be recognized, and if the Prince would «ign an of*' 
der of jarrest, it should be entrusted to his Koyai Highness's people 
to identify the man, probably then lurki'ngabont the palace. Cond^^ 
disconcerted by the unexpected reception' in the publio stteete^ gave 
more attention than was His wont to such a trifling matter — ^for so 
he would at other times have esteemed it — as the attack on the car- 
nage ; and expressed himself pleased widi the Connt's o£kr. 

The Duke of Orleans passed on to the council-chamber, while 
the Prince retired to sign an oidet of arrest for the apprehension of 
a party unknown. The name was left blank ; and de Nugent re* 
oeiving the arrest, parted with his Royal Highness itt the foot of 
tile staircase. The Count instantly repaired to the Caidiual, who 
had been a concealed spectator of the entiani^e of the Prince, and 
^ho upon seeing the document, tapped the Colonel of the guard on 
the shoulder familiarly, saymg, ** Count, our play acta well.: you 
kndw your cue I** 

<« Why — how, Mbnseigneur ?** replied de Nogent^ who did not 
eomprehend the drift of the Cardinal, or afifected ignocance of it 

«' Fill up the vacant space with the name of Heari de Bourbon^ 
Prince of Cond6 !" cried the Prelate, running his finger Violently 
aeross the p£iper,r leaving the Count at the sam^ instant to do his 
biddings and perform the other more weighty charge entrusted to his 
management 

This detail) thus wound up with the farcical jdke of his Eminence 
causing the Prince tk> be arrested under bis own signature, was, as 
St Maur judged by the tone of voicei deliyered with gpreat glee ) 
and the Queeui by her laugh, H^peared to relish it ej(ceeding]y< 
Bitterly he upbraided himself ior putting trust in either Sorereign oor 
minister. Sad the incident just related brought to mind a similar in- 
stance of the' Italian's persiflag9i when on the v^y day of the arresi 
of the Abb6 de la Rividre» to whom be had promised his influence 
it Rome to procure the high dignity of the Cturdinal's. hat, he 

invited the Abb^ to his study, and there incidentally dia|^]iredr 

8 



seveiral shades of 6cartet clothe lurging the candidate to fix his 
choice. 

« But where was the Prince arrested i** inquired Anne. 

** Where we planned it tb take pktce*" replied Mozarin ; *^ in the 
secretary's roomi whither he -was invited to look at sdme papets 
balbi'e joining the cOUnoiL 

The Cardinal then proceeded tt>' relate that l^e hedgiinen orders to 
his secretary to detain the Prince at all risks till de Nogent arrired. 
to wbota was entrusted the task of .inlomiing< his Royal Highness 
that he was a prisoner. The secretary's chamber, had been selected 
for the occasion » as there was a. private staircase leading to the 
garden^ and which as St. Maur knew, had been used occasionally fay 
Mazarin himself > in gaining unnoticed access to the Palais Royal. 

The concealed aiiditor of the Cardinal's e&ploits> whose presenoft 
tn the oratoi-y had probably been foi^gotten by the Queen in the ex- 
citement oecaaoiied by CcuuK's arrest) made up his mind to keep 
DO longer any measure with such a perfidious court, and to risk 
life, if necessary^ in serving the Prineeias a poor atonement for his 
offence, it flashed across the mind of the youth, that the' ItaHaa 
had- only made use of his agency^ that the arrest' might be moiS 
galling through being aided by one of the Prince's own party ; ia 
the same mean, tricky, and m^icioUsly playful spirit) as he hasd 
observed towaids De la Rividre, and which also displayed itself kt 
arresting Cond6 with an arrit signed by himself. He was medita* 
tmg how her might qiiit the orator jrnnperdeived, and leaelv the tem* 
porary pnson of his Royal Highnessi when attention was recaHed 
hy the Queen asking her minister what passed between de Nogent 
and the Prince* 

AJazarin affected not to know what had occurred, further tins 
the simple fact itiself \ it was probable) as St. Maur surmised, that 
the Cardinal had some sense of shame, and did not like itpeating 
what would escape from CondA on such ftn occasion. Ik had, how* 
ever, the.papets which the Prince carried about hid person, and 
which he dellveted up to the Count in order to avoid the indignity 
of a search. ■* These,'^ said the Cardinaly ** were very important aa 
showing ^ preparations lor dfU. war.** - ■ 

'* But had his Royal Highness no le^tet to make?*' asked Ann^ 
pondering wdth some, surprise ; " was he altogether silent .''* 

The minister replied that he was about to inform her Majesty, 
diat the Prince of Coadi had oolieiteA an audience previous to hii 
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Anne, \7ho anticipated the request, MteSred out that i^e coidd 
Hot eee his Royal Highness ; that the state of health brought on by 
the alarming condition of Paris and the provinoes, |»teYented ber 
granting the interview. ' 

Mazarin then called attentioii to the pa|)ers< AmoDg othels, t^tts 
One containing a list df the gentl^iHen and fion^ce^miseioned of' 
ficeils of a projected ffegiroent of horse-^the privates chiefly compos- 
ed of tenantry from bis estatec^ and the officers of names well 
known tis partisans of the Frotrde. ' 

The ^ list was read aloud by th^ Caidintfl ; one name liad heefi 
erased, and another substittlted $ and his Eminence was endeavour- 
ing to dei^pher the letters beneath the erasure* He at length sue 
eeeded in tracing the Words St. Maur. 

««St. Maur*!** exclaimed Louis j "we have quite forgotteu the 
poorusher*** 

" Peace ! peace f ' eried Aftnej endeavouring to put a stof to the 
young King's lamentation j ** we must solidt your Bminence'e in^ 
itulgence i^in respectmg this youth; we have been guilty of a 
sad indiaeretion, but^** 

^ Let St Mdtir and hie pattoo both siak into oblivion^" said the 
Cardinal. *<Had not jFour Majesty kitetposedi Z ehottld have 
iound a less pleasant lodging for the yoimg man. But Cond^ once 
safe within the walls of Vincemieai it matters little what course Itie 
friends pursue.'* 

To St Maufs ^r^ relief j neilhe^ the Queeii nor her soti made 
further allusion to his vicinity ^ prudence, he thought, suggested to 
Jier Majesty to sufierthe Ca»^indi to remam Undisturbed in hismis-* 
apprehension of her meaning. There vras another door leading^ 
fibra the oratory into the corridor. Opening this- gently he sue- 
*eeeded in escaping uhheavd. But- tvhich way should he take/ 
Inhere wa* noegiess from the palace, as the Cardinal had declared, 
or he would have alarmed de Retz arid the Duke de Bea^ifort in 
Inne, perhaps* to in^st the Palais Royal so closely as to prevent 
the Ptiiite being-carried to the forttess. 

' The more feanble plan, tfaerelorej was to endeavour to pfcx^uie 
litcess to Cond^ ; throw himsdlf at his feet, and remove, if posai*' 
hie, the very natural resentment of the bettayed PrineOi Means of 
eseafpe might yet he suggested^ if not by ^t Maur/ by the ibute 
mind of the hero of Rocroi^ 

Looking towards tiib streetsi all Was tranquil : the cro^ whieh 
beset the Princes had diepetesdi their equipages wetegazed'ou by 
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k few boys Aid idle loitdftrs, s^ as are ever found in a populoud 
city \, ^e buighers and better class of citizens cast a momentary 
.-fffancc at the palace as titiey passed by^ and pursued tbeir way. 
TJiere was nothing in its exterior to notify to the passenger the 
drama enaetM«:Witbin. On the event of the past and a few sue- 
ceeilii|gi4i6ursi depended the happiness or miijery of France ; the 
• (5&ntinuanoe iof the dynasty of the eldeor branch of the Bourbons ; a 
long civil war, or domestic peace and tranquillity ;*^yet of these 
seething events and possibilities, wb^t could be gleaned from the 
coDriteiiance of the cstteless seHiinel, or the fluttering drapery of the 
j9eur-de-lis hanging idly" over the portal? 

Where, thotigbt St. Mauf, as these reflections passed rapidly 
through his mind, is the subtle prelate deRetz, and the gigantic de 
Beaufort? Why come they not to the iescue of their leader? 
Why sounds not the tocsin ? Why are not the barricades formed 
. ih the streets? * Aku&i Cond4 had reguesfed that the usual tumul- 
tuary and daily asseoftbla^ of the people should be ellayed^ for at 
least one day; a calm reigned throughout Pkiris— <a fatal security 
— and the city knew not its own danger, or the peril of its idoL 

Gould the air but waft a whisper from the gallery where stood 
6t Maur looking on the populous capital, to the aichicpiscopal pa- 
lace, how soon would the aspect ol things be changed ! But that 
could not be ; nei&er could an exit be attempted without a sum- 
mary arrest and confinement ; every avenue was guarded by tiie 
Swiss> and with MazojUH'and Aub cokcomb de Nogent, lay the des- 
tines of Fiancev 

If not by aid from wi&oiit« then by the fotee of his own high 
resolves^ must St. Maur essay his utmost. The secretary's apart- 
ment might be approached from the quadrangular garden withhi 
the palace-^the path being as clear as it had often proved to the 
Cai^nal $ and though, doubtless> the door wad giiardedf yet it was 
(he weakest part of jSb» dtadel. 

Ere St Maur had the chance 6f pufting his resdve into execu- 
tion, he was suddenly confronted by the Colonel of the Swiss. 

'*Once this morning have you slipped through my fingers," said 
de Nogent^ iRterpbsing himself to the farther progress of the youth ; 
** whither away now ?" 

It often happens, that being taken by saTprise, so far from tak- 
ing away the keenness of a man*s faculties; adds lo their activity. 
So it proved with the usher, who answered readOy, 

«*To youBMli, CoiiAt, . Hia JSmintnee lefoeats thui I my be 
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conducted to the Frined of Cond<g, as I bear ^ Queen's xeply to 
his petition for an interview." 

De Nogent, through whom the request had been in the fitgt in* 
stance made, and whohadMmseU left St. MaUr with her Meyesty, 
readily believed the story. On the way, the Count endeavoured to 
sift the Queen's message, which the youth repeatedly pawied; but 
on reaching the door of the Secretary's room, which was guarded 
by an officer and several file of the Count's regiment, St Maur 
feigned yielding to de Nogenf s strong curiosity, and repeated her 
Majesty's words as she had delivered them to the Cardinal. This 
well-timed stroke opened to him without further delay the tempo- 
rary prison-chamber of Cond^. 

** You will not find yourself so welcome a visitw, as when you 
lately paid your respects to his fioyal Highness at the Hotel ^ 
Cond^^" said the colonel, sneeringly, as he closed the door <m St. 
Maur. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Et que PaiDonr tonvent de remavAB combatta, 
P&raisse une fid}}le8s^', et non une yertu. 

CbRI7EIXiI.B. 

Thx excitement in the mind of St. Maur, produced by the late 
events, supplied the place of die courage necessary to support him 
in the presence of the great Cond£. He Was now closeted with the 
Prince whom he had helped, though unconsciously, to betray ; — a 
Prince who, possessing magnanimity and heroic virtues, was yef of 
an irritable, impatient, and fiery temper, which at timea scorched ail 
who approached. 

As the usher entered, Cond^ was at the wjpdow, locking over 
the garden ; but the noise at Ifie door attracting his attention, he 
turned round, and St Maur and his former patron stood face to face. 
The Prince was the first to break silence. 

«« Well, Monsieiir," said Cond^, calmly— his face unruffled by 
the slightest shade of anxiety ; *' it was just such a day as thiis 
when you visited me last I have had something to repent me of 
since ; — I hope such is not your own condition !" 

St Maur very confus^ly replied, in words scarcely articulate* 
(for speech was ahnost strangled in his throat) tiiat the blame» if 
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his Royal Highness would but ju^e patipntly, laj not with 
him. 

" I do not blame you. Monsieur St. Maur," said the Prince in 
the same tone of voice; " when any mishap befalls me, I blame 
none but myself. 'Tis my belief that our good or evil fortune lies 
at our own door ; and if I now cared to trace the cause of my present 
position, I should find it spring from my own error. I have always 
found it so. But whence your message — from Queen or Cardinal ?" 

The youth replied that he was without charge of any kind. 

" Then you have come to condole with me," said the Prince gaily. 
« But how am I to be sure there is no concealed listener ? Mazcurin 
in his best humour apes so closely the harlequin of his country — 
and Monsieur must confess himself one of his puppets — that I can- 
not unburthen my grief with any security. De Nogent, in making 
the arrest, showed me my own warrant filled in with my own name. 
This IS the Italian's wit, and the scope, though pitiful, is plain ; but 
I do not yet see the drift of your admittance here." 

St. Maur reiterated, that he came of his own free will, and was 
but too happy in gaining unexpected access to his Royal Highness. 

" Then you are not half lively enough for companion to a man 
in confinement," said Cond^. " But tell me, where is the Duke of 
Orleans ? Is he arrested ?* 

St. Maur, who had much to say, yet knew not how to say it ; a 
heavy heart to disburthen, yet saw no part whence he could break 
through the Prince's banter, and appeal to his sympathy ; was 
compelled to answer the question as briefly as it had been asked. 

** Orleans still at council~»-the chamber guarded — yet his Royal 
Highness not accounted a^risoner ?" exclaimed Cond6 ; " it is clear, 
then, he is detained only till I go ; a necessary portion of the plot 
Are you high enough in the confidence of the Italian to know my 
destination ?** 

St. MaMT) in de^|pur, dropped on his knees to the Prince, and beg- 
ged he would listen to what he was about to relate. 

Cond^ smiling, excused himself from listening to the recital. 
" Of what avail will it be ?" continued the Prince ; «* your history 
IB one constantly isepeated in our annals, and has lost all novelty. 
Mine I CQuld read, if willing, in that of several of my ancestora; 
too mi|ch confidence at one moment, too little at another. But all 
that is passed is valuelesfi, and good for naught — [ look only to the 
.fatnre — and want merrier company. Monsieur St. Maur !" 

Ti^ youth, though repulsed, was not yet driven from ilia object 
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Jii3 Ds^ond timi(Bt7>>a8 be had heiose etperienceet, "vraie off whea 
wanned into coofiicty and a latent. hardihood of intellect and feehng 
*b^an to kindle. . 

^ The Pxinceof Cond4," he exdatmed in xieing from his lowly 
po6tuie« " listened to me once, and conkL he r^ad my heart bared, 
. he wouljd listen to me agaitt. Foigiye me, noble Brince, that I have 
worn this badge (A dishcmonxable. service so long in ymir presence, 
while your own good steel is the mockery of traitors. Thus may ' 
all connection bSv severed between me and tiiis hated spoti* 

So speaking, the youth drew his rajaer, bent It acrosis his knee, 
quivering, till it sttapt in twain ; the pieces flew with the force of 
the recoil from has grasp, and he said cahnly, yet feelingly, '* 1 hava 
often waited in your Royal Highness's ante-ohamber, biugry, 
lalmost famishing, a supj^iant for existencei and I gained only your 
good will and smiles ! I am now a» poor and destitute as then ; 
•iBsiy I find, moS^nn^ to your Eoyal Highness my services to the 
very life'sblood, as a po<^ token of contrition for the wroDg and evil 
1 have been^ilty of, that Z hftve regained the path t6 your favour !" 
, There was too much sincerity, in this appeal to lose its efiect on 
tbe> sympathies of the Prince ; his manner changed to a kindlier de- 
portment, and he sacid, graciously : -. , 
, " 1 believe I have been, to blame, BU Maur ; but I am surrounded 
by, those who give me but little .opportunity -of remdning in igno* 
ranee of ihek want& But if my hold on your allegiance had been 
much closer, I can forgive your being enticed away. Cupid had 
Jiiis share in the abduction, as well as Meicury and Pltttos; those 
eyes have drawn others astray as well as yourself." 

A pang shot through his, heart s» he spcrice the words; stiAthe 
youth replied bQldly„«Let tbeni be&mcmoth^s; they are lost to 
me for ever; the false light aball no longer misfead. - 1 live njow 
but to repair my honour, and for your Royal Hi^nesS's service;^' 

"It is bravely spoken!" said the Prince, smiling.; ** but yon 
«Mi6t have a harder heart than de^fiete to keep to ytm pledge. My 
poor .CQBdjut(»: is saily in leadingHitrings. Covldst thou b\xt convey 
three words to him/' oontiniied^he Priaoe, approaching closely to 
the youth, and speaking almost in a vthisperv ** it wodd suffice io 
blockade the palace. There ia yet^ time, lor I snppoee the Qiieen 
will not Tef use to see me/' 

. jSt. Maur shook his head. Fortune, he told the Princ8» was at 
present adverse ; there was no possibility of leaving th^ paiaoe 
WithootdiSQcyrezy ; neither would hei Msjeisty granlhisJioyal Qiephr 
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roes an iiylemew ; an opini<m in vlikh Cond^ coincided, when he 
heard the relation of what had passed in the grey chamber. 

The youth, in the fervour of gratitude for his restoration to the 
conMenee of the Fdnce, ofiered to run all risks, by dropping from 
the windows, or attempting a retreat by scaling a very high ^u^en- 
wall, guarded on the exterior; but Cond^ smilingly Heplied, that he 
could not aferd to lose his friends; that they must now be chary of 
their lives and resouites. 

<* Still," said the Priooe» after a lew moments^ consideration^ 
« although you have not wings to fly to our friends, you may yet 
prove the guardian of the Fronde, as we are called." 

Leading St Maar to a spot beyond tife range of the keyhole, or 
of any crevice in the door, (for as Cond^ remarked, de Nogent or 
his subaltern might be at that moment playing the spy) he explained 
to the youth, that to avoid the indignity of a search, he had handed 
certain document^ to de Nogent, of considerable importance, it wai 
true ; but that others, of vital consequence to the fortunes of hn 
friends, he had retained. But as all hope of an interview with the 
Queen, and of eiecttng a reconciliation, was at an end, since his 
young friend had nanated the particulars of the meeting in the grey 
chamber, there was no longer any doubt of his being handed over to 
the tender mercies of the Cardinal. He was desirous, therefore, of 
transferring the documents, which he ever carried about his person, 
to the safer custody of St Maur, relying on his honour that he would 
surrender them to die rightful owners, without further perusal than 
was necessary to ascertain to whom they should be delivered. It 
might save, he averred, the attainder of twenty noble families. 

Utie youth was but too proud to accept the important charge ; but 
on reflection he told his Royal Highness that he himself ran great 
risk of arrest and search, inasmuch as he had gained admittance by 
subterfuge, which would infalliUy be discovered when the Gaxdinal 
left her Miqesty. > 

<* True ! true ! the moments are predous,** said Cond< $ ** hat 
adroit as you have proved yourself in foiling the Cardinal hitherto, 
you must owe to me the completion of your enterprise.** 

So soon as the youth had secieted the papers, the Prince explain- 
ed that thse door di the chamber leading to the back stair-case and 
garden were guarded by only two sentinels, without an officer. He 
had discoveied that, he said, before the arrival of St. Maur, and 
fiiigbt, perhaps, have made other discoveries if he had not been so 
happily jQittedbgr his 70wig.friend. Asthe usher had passed the 
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eliaiige — so the Prince expreased himsdf-^-oa tlie iiliurtrmiis and 
'witty de Nogent, he would have little difficulty in baffling two 
stupid guards, stationed to prevent the passage of the Prinee, bat, 
doubtless, not charged with other orders. Oa leaching the garden, 
he, might re-enter the palace, and take the opportunity of ooneeal' 
ing himself unpeveeived in one of the ceils behind the guani>iooin» 
close to the enti'ance of the Palais fioya^wait patiently till- hia 
Royal Highness was conveyed to Yincennes or elsewhere, and hie 
away when the portals were once more thrown open. 
y ** Have no fear of a discoveiry," added Cond^. " I will put them 
on a wrong scent Tell de Ret^ and Gootville I vnis in error in 
not tak«ag their advice, anMe Chevieuse that I was in enor Enough 
foUowing- her dictates; she sees with her heart rather than eyes, 
dreams of a -quick return to her old station, and. ianoied the Cardi- 
nal was seeking an opportunity to humble himself, and take his 
power anew from myself. But one word more — breaUue not a 
murmur of blame. My good ivi^es to aU our friends — ^the papers 
you have will be ample credentials, and make you welcome. I 
already hear the little bird singing that my confinement will not be 
for ever. Farewell; I think ev^ now I hear footsteps." 

St. Maur knelt and kissed the readily ext^ded hand, arose, and 
quitted the prison- room of the Prince. 

As Cond^ had intimated, he was confronted on &e little landing^ 
by two grim Swiss, who crossed halberds. 

** Where are your eyes ?" aeked St. Maur quickly. ** Do you 
take me for his Royal Highness ?*' 

Th^ men, who knew the perscm and office of St. Maur, and had' 
oftentimes occasion to permit him the entr^ at unusual hoiuB, both 
at the palace and the Hotel Mazarin, where they mounted guard as 
regularly as at the royal abode, begged pardon for the fault, attri- 
bating it to the sudd^ness of his appearance. St* Maar smiled, 
and passed down the stairs, bidding them be on*their guafd, as the 
Count was in the chamber with the prisoner. 

So far his course had been safe, but as he walked across the 
garden with the intention of entering the palace, and glided through 
the lower offices till he reached the destined place of concealmoit, 
he could not but reflect on the danger to which he was exposed.- 
He had already committed himself irrevocably with the Cardinal, 
and as soon as it was .discovered that he had quitted the Prince's 
apartment, doubtless ajBtrict search would be instituted. £ven if 
Cond^ diveited the scent to a Wfpng quarter— and he knew not 
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iiow it was possible, unless bis Eoyal Higliness should affirm ihA 
h» lesufi fsom the window — still if he wece ieten by smy oi the house- 
hold in his way to the.guard«roQm,it would render the peril imminent 

Caring little for personal safety^ yet enthusiastic in the deter- 
minotion to be of service where service would be so highly appre- 
ciated, he trembled with anxiety, lest juiy mischance should spoil 
the success of his scheme. There was a:path,of distinetion now 
<^en« in the road he had hist selected — ^iavouc to be won in a 
quarter to which his hereditary sympathies inclined — and the eeff- 
tainty, if successf uU of holding a high place among the iUustcious 
hxMk of the hero of Aocroi and .Nordlingen* . . 

The hopes inspired by tha prospect «f advancement shut from 
his breast all the tenderer feelings which had so lately possessed it; 
the excitation of mind produced by the interview with Cond4« the 
Prince's affiibility and confidence, made him^ for the time beings the 
very slave of ambition. 

The reputation of the Pnitce, which in earlier years was to him 
like a star shining in the distance^ and had inspired the you&- 
ful hope of one day sharing in his renown, was not enfeebled in 
the imagination of 8t Maur by intercourse. The cheerfulness of 
mind in adversity, the graee and ease of manner of the royal prison- 
er, were qualities as kindling as his heioic courage. Contrasted 
with the mean spiteful nature of the Italian, his aubtle cunning, 
avarice, and treacherous, disloyal heart, which scrupled not to 
counsel his liege lady to break her queenly pledge, Cond^ was in- 
deed almost more than human. • Who would not.g]adly take service 
with such a prince ? Who would not risk life to share the trophiies 
of the hmrelkd hero ? 

The thoughts, spite of the peril, environing his footsteps, kept 
the heart of St. Maur dancing within him. Knowing the localities 
of the palace thoroughly, he was enabled U> reach, unperceived, 
nearerimd nearer the spot pointed out by the sagacity of the Prince 
as affording the safest hiding-place, as well as the readiest chance 
of escape, when the gatea of the Palais Moyal were thrown open. 

Close to the oitiance of the palace was stationed the goard^coom ; 
and behind it was a range of cells, daric and dismal, appointed for 
the conlinementof casual disorderly soldiery, till it was convenient 
to remove the culprits to the barracks or pnson* By winding along 
tile intricate passages in the lower offices of the basement, St. Maur 
reached the cells without passing in front otthe guard-room. Sel- 
dom used, and, ns it foctuaately h^pened* theui unoccupied, he 
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faadr<1he choke of twelre oc foturtoen smalt stone apartments, opea« 
mg into a corridor paved with stone* the walls and ceiUng being of 
Die E^ame inat^iaL Cold and darap, and almost totally dark, tha 
2i%li-wroiight enthusiasm , of the youth was gnulually chiUing 
under the influence of the abisome air. ■ 

< The image &i Isoline arose on his imaginalioi^:-- she whom, in 
the'angiiish of his wounded heart* he Jiad sp<»ned as a false, trai- 
torous spirit, sent to entice h\m from the path oi honour and duty. 
Gender feeJings prevailed as the fiie of excitement died away. 
He Could not drive from his mental vision ithe picture of the galleiy 
wher& he had so. sudcessfnliy preesed his suit, the fair du Fleesis 
beaming radiantly over hnn as he knelt fit her ieet. A few hours 
had. only elapsed^ and in his heast he had scorned her as the Autho- 
ress ;of all the evil which had befallen* him — Pleading step by step till 
he had become thrbetryer id the royal Oond6, 

.But was Isoline to be classed with the treacherous Italian ? With 
the vuin, piedge-breaking Anne, a Queen at once unscrupulous and 
weak ? . Yet wherdcre did she league herself with such a p^Edi- 
oos court? 

An agonizing struggle t«re his heart. He leaned against the 
damp wail, his eyes bathed in: tsars, which yet brought no relief. 
in the darkness of the cell, the form of Isoline appeared beckoning 
him away, with eyes pleading pity, whilst akr off loomed the 
phantom of the majestic Conde pointing to a different path. Horror- 
struck, he attem.pted to dispel the illusion by pacing the narrow 
corridor ; the vision fled, but the agony was veproduced in a new 
shape,. It seemed as though his mind* was the arena of a debate in 
which opposing voices pleaded for mastery — one. advocating deser- 
tion of Cond6, painting in the liveliest colours the charms of Iso- 
line, her love and devotion, and upbraiding htm for the cruelty of 
leaving her in utter desolation -of heart ; Whilst another voice 
instilled into his. reluctant ear exhortations tofieefrom the fa- 
tal charms of the sorceress^ specially arguing, that one who had- 
on every occasic^ sought the opportunity of linking him more 
closely with the perfidious Mazarin, and the equally treacherous 
Queen~~oae who had been almost cradled, as well as bred in a li- 
centious court, bestowed in marriage on a libertine, and returning 
to the same abode ol intrigue and dissipation at his -death— ^waS' 
herself eniued with the spirit oi her viofeus domidle, aad sought 
to ensnare him into the same path of dishonour. In the darker 
ages of the world, each an ofkt had b|ea assigned to the spirit of 
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darkness, in forms ol eartfa> seducing youth fiom the hright thoagh 
thorny paths of virtue ; and, though, as it was whispered into his 
ear, the belief in such agencies had disappeared, yet youth was 
doomed to undeigo an ordeal as perilous) in the enticements of the 
votaries of pleasure and unrestrained license^ What though Iso* 
line were pure ia the midst of corruption — ^was she not avowedly 
a participant in the political intrigues of her mistress — a panderer 
to the intercourse of a faithless Queen and treacherous minister-^ 
herself almost lost in the vortex of corruption to which she minis* 
tered ? On the other hand, was not he himself on the brink of de- 
struction in worshipping such a being ? whispered the same subtile 
reasoner. . Why not fly while there is yet chance of safety ? 

The poor St. Maur — a prey to the raging contention which pos^ 
sessed his mind — prayed for relief, lest the agony should be beyond 
his strength to endure. Was it not enough, as he asked, to be 
tried severely in die bitter ordeals of poverty, but that now his 
heart must be rent with a distraction beyond hope of remedy ? 

To the deeply unfortunate there is one consolation, that their cup 
of misery being full, they can sink no lower. St. Maur had often 
reached this depth, and found consolation spring even from de^lKur. 
He who has lost all^ has room for golden hope; but he whose 
wretchedness springs from inability to make choice of besetting 
evils, the while a prey to their scorpion stings* is hopelesdy 
wretched. 

Strong love for Isdine was baffled, not vanquished; in vain she 
was pictured as the cause of dereliction from his first well^shosen 
path of action ; as the insidious suggester of alliance with treachery 
and falsehood ; but she still reigned mistress of his heart. 

St Maur, absorbed in grief, knew not how the time passed ; but 
was at length aroused from his reverie by shouts, reports of fire- 
anns, and the trampling of horses' hoofs. There was a stir in the 
city, and around the palace— the noise of a commotion of which he 
could not divine the cause. One moment he imagined that Condi 
was rescued by the Fronde : the next, it was as ^ough the palace 
were invested. 

Fearful of venturing from the cells, lest his exit should prov« 
premature, and he should find the gates still closed, and himseM 
discovered, and a prisoner of the wily Italian, he listened attentive- 
ly to every sound, in the hope of gaining some due to what was 
passing. 

Soon there came a rush of footstepn, a tnunpof inen spreading in 
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vmj dlr6(;ti0n; the noise appraaelied rtosmt and neater; I%1it 
gleamed dr the claoAqiy wills ; and be itmnd himseU Buirouaded'bj 
a crew of the lowest and moet daffgeroueeJassiOlthe Pubmn j^o/pvu' 
lace. • 

Unarmedy he could; oppose noTesistance lo tibe^r sayajge attack ; 
the maaHe was torn ofi his biok hy.-oae, whilst auolhefr eintched at 
tibaje^eUed clasp»and gpfluned the booty with a poitioniof the ▼««« 
raent. The lace eAcireliRg his throat became the prise (A a third, 
«i)d he was Beady choked hy anc^er of the ritdS^e thrusting a 
torchragai&st hisiace. He was dragged or canied mta the 9usuNi<* 
(Dom> amidst jcries and threats (d instant "Vengeance, ^di of the 
im>b as Qoald not see the j^ifiMon^^ dfeinaaded wlUi shouts whethot 
It was the Italian tyiaatj others dedared that it was the flin^ 
hearted D'l^eri, the Cardinal's chief financier andeontrivecx>C new 
imposls.; til however cried oat that he was desermg of death> 
whoever he wa^. . ** IThe entire household shall be hni^ as £ast aa 
ti)ey are caught*" exclaimed a savage. Wretch,. gvaspii^ the yoa& 
hy 4ha collar. **Qlve hm tjme to cpnless,^^, said another. *< Let 
U9 know his name and office,'' was echoed from another quarter of 
the guaid-rpom. 

<< We know him," spoke one, sttaggling through the cxowd in 
order to have a glimpse at the youth ;. *' it is the naitor St Maur» 
who forsook us to betray the good Prince^^ 

This announcement raised a univ^«al<ryt>f v^geanee ; a rope 
was lottdly called for ; , and the wretch, whose tightening grasp had 
edmost suffocated ^he poor youth, loosened his hold, .derisively bld« 
ding him confess and repeat his prayers, whilst the oord was pre- 
paringv 

St. Maur, more dead than alive, from, tbe yioleat treatment ha' 
had received, was comcious that the palac$e had been stormad by 
the populace, but under whose conduct or management he was igno> 
lanl. Could he bUt^gain one momenta paJiey with (ma of quality, 
there was yet some chance of life. Whilst looking round in search 
of a kindly -fai^ to which he mights appeal, his tyrant, believing that 
the object waaa monk or a priest, cried out in mockeiy. 

« Who will you have, young smooth iace ? we can suit you^ 
fi^om ^ Coadjutor to a begi^ng Franciscan f" 

« If Moaaieuz: de Bett ware hete," said the youth, '<aad woul4 
grant me life, I. would tell him where the Caidinai is concealed.'* . 

<< So you shall," said the man ; « and if you lailj we wiU hang 

you hy the heals iaalead of 4be iMai-'' 

9 



* The chance d eei^m^ t^ Mian hiditced the rabble to M^ty fhe 
exectttkni and send for de Retz, trhom, as it appeared by their loose 
talk, if not one of the leaden of the enterprise, was at least an au- 
thority to- whom they looked up for instruction. 

He came id bi» clerical habit, the hilt of a dagger peeping £rom 
beneath its ibldsL Hiough unattended, the canaille fell back with 
rererence, bowing lowly, and imj^ing the blessings of Heaven on 
his head. 

" You see,** srad the youth's pDwerfni jailer, pomting to tiie 
half -concealed wei^yon, " our good prelate caxries his breviary." 

The Coadjutor immediately recognised ^e usher, and said, *« His 
Aoyai Highness would hare been sorry to see you thus disgraced, 
M. St. Maur, though I cannot say I share bis sentiments, unless 1 
speak as a Christian priest." 

*< If you think as a ^ntleman after you have heard me, I shall 
have thffif protection of the Coadjutor," leplied the youth. 
i De Ketz immediately ordered tiie rabble crew out of the guard* 
room ; a command which was obeyed without hesitation, so power- 
ful was the infhxence he exercised. 

<' The minutes are precious," said the prelate, closing the door. 
' St Maur took the hint ; after prefacing his narration with the 
lemafk that the pretended knowledge of Mazarin*8 lurking-place 
was a fable to bring aid to his desperate situation, he briefly detailed 
his last interview with *&« Prince, and its results. ^ 

De Retz heard him at first with calm attention, which gradually 
deepened as he let fsdl the inteBigenee of being the bearer of the ' 
Prince's secret papers. 

'* Monsieur St. Maur was banned as a false, disloyal recreant,** 
said the Coadjutor, with anhnation ; <* but he proves our good 
angel. Where is the l^nnish treaty ? Let me see it before you 
proceed." 

St. Maur produced the documents, from which the Coadjutor 
selected the most voluminous. 

*< Here it is, in good faith»" he exclaimed. «* When Gourville 
told us that his Royal Highness carried these about his person, we 
were furious^ especially Madame de Cfaevreuse and the Duke de 
Beaufort. A treaty with a foreiga power ie^ as mooneur weD 
knows, a matter of attainder. We may bully a Htde at home to 
serve our ends, and no great risk with our Lady Anne ; bat faeie 
we are aiU pledged to Spain, body and souU and no help for It, aa 
Cood^ could not get the fandafiuoi Madrid onleaB we joined in tha 



Bct Bttt welcome — ^tluico wolconie^ most delicioas pi^oe o^ parch- 
ment ; and yoa> St Maur, our good friend and deliverer, still moie 
welcome !** 

So overjoyed was the prelate that he very cordially embraeed the 
youth. Indeed, he was rapt beyond control of his usual subtlety 
and prudence, for he let Secrets escape, which, in calmer moments, 
he might have naturally supposed St Maur ignorant ci; for though 
the papers were in his possession, there had been no opportunity 
for perusal. 

<* We must deposit these precious artides isafely in my palace,*' 
flud the Coa^tttor, putting the documents in his bosom ; ** but pro- 
ceed with your adventuiesi/* 

St Maur, had, however, ej^haitsted his nanative, and very ear- 
nestly requested the prelate, Ihaty aa he was leader of the forces of 
the Fronde, he would pass hun under convoy to a place of shelter 
and repose, which he .stood so much in need of. 

De Retz chid the youth very gravely, for the scandal of supposing 
that gentlemen of his quality would be gmlty of such unmannerly 
behaviour as driving the que^i away from her own palace ; it would 
be utter^ wanting of respect and fealty to the throne. His friends, 
he said, would disclaim such an act ; it was, indeed, quite an affiur 
of the canaille, but would, of course, work well for the Fronde. 

Leading the way from the guard-room, it was, however, very 
apparent in their progress, that the populace who had attacked and 
carried the Palais Royal, though spreading in every direction 
through its spacious apartments, were imder strict control, and com- 
mitted iio acts of destruction on the costly furniture and decorations 
of the royal abode. It was, doubtless, Beaufort's civic army, though 
he was not present. 

In their passage to the archiepisoopal palace, whi^ h was per- 
formed on foot, they passed several barricades yarded by citizen- 
sentinels, who readily yielded a path to the Coadjutor and St Maur. 
The former told his new friend, that the -attack was made as soon 
as it was discovered that a cairiage, well guarded, containing the 
loyal prisoner^ had been driven beyond the barriers. The news of 
the foul play used towards Cond4 spiead rapidly, aod -an army 
arose like magic ; for the des^ was suspected by many, and mea- 
sures of greater precaution were only laid aside at the express (xdem 
of the prince himself, whose fa^tal security had well nigh ruined his 
party. Mazarin, Anne, and the youthful king, had barely time to 
escape, without equipments of any kind ; and, as it wajs aocertained* 



100 THE pixXiS AOTXtJ 

had take!l &e route to St Cbad, t^eie'lay eiicam|)ied (he wyH 
Jarty. 



CHAPTER XIL 

Colfie d*'un froc bi'en rdfSne, 
lit tet^u dtfn doyejttiS, 
£t vit coRime un d^termizilv 
Up px^t riche et fortuo6f 
Sous ua bonoet enlnrainlf 
£ii est, t*!! le foot tins! dire^ 

Ccifle. ' 

Ce n*e9t ptes (jac RrJrc Hene 

(lir^I ftoit cCocte, 4iu1I SBcbe ecrirev 
Ni qu*il dise le mot pour rirc : 
Mail Sttokiifteiit c'est qjo^ est no 

eojtfe. 

A rew days afleir tb^ erents narrated ift the last chapter, fhe new 
otder of aflfair& had' so far assr»mai a settled and distinct character^ 
that the several parties of the State codd trace the Iknits of their 
progress, and asfeertain with tolerable accwacy the rdsttire strengtfar 
and weakness of hoth friends and foes. 

The court was at St. CTond protected by a well -disciplined army, 
which Was judiciously emploj'ed in a partiai blockade of the city, 
and in intercepting' supplies of provisions. Cond^ wa* in safe cus^ 
tody in the Castle of Viiicennes, a fortress on the entire coniines of 
Paris, soflSciently strong tor resist successfBdly any .army destitute of 
artillery. 

The Fronde railed supreme m the capital, with cMefe composed 
of the presidents and inferior dignitaries of the Parliament; the 
clergy with de Retz at their head ; and nearfy all the^citizens, from, 
the wealthy burghers to the canaille of the markete. Paria had, a^ 
it were, b«t one body, one soul, with all its energies concentrated in 
resistance to the rojral authority — so long a& that authority was^ 
wielded by the Italian Cardinal. 

We hsfve already shown how the varioors classes, having neces- 
•arily separate and conflicting interests, had coalesced and united 
under the guridance of a clique of powerful and selfish nofeles, who, 
with masterly address had gained over a Prince ol th^hloodtoheaJ 
Aek mteretrtB. 



MaEaru^'9 pQlic^» failing .osdisary m«J^ ^tmB^Xo civsh the fae- 
tioQ by depriving it of a chief* , He was ^wiooeaklul, tiot for 'want 
of putting in action good moti^ies of poB^if a confederation 
without a bead id^ften struck powerless ^^t from an incapacity 
of, or negligence in, a^ym^ the peculiar temper ol the French 
people, and not duly estimating'the coherency of die league^ 
. Another defect qi chamcter, unworthy of aflsoeiatioft with^stsetea- 
manship, was an aptitude to employ petty gpitefial cigdeiies, prac- 
tical pasquinades and jokes^ cr, as €ond6 deecrihed tiiem, harle- 
quinade tricks, and not, inappropriately; for .Uarlequiii and Sea- 
ramouche were at that period repent importations irom the land of 
the Cardinal to the boards of the French thea^. 
. The Prince wa0 in the fortress ; but the petty aits put in. piaetice 
to entrap him* recoiled on their authoc; for the aaboidtiiate agent, 
whose feelings aad honour bad been purpoMly aacriiced, ifistead of 
remaining, as he doubtless would have cootiiraed, a faithful, though 
perhaps lukewarm servant of her Majesty, was converted into a 
bitter enemy, and had already^ even when the Italian's perfidy 
weighed most heavily, upon, him, been of signal service to the un- 
prisoned Prince, in conveying safely from the Cardinal^s gnsp, pa- 
pers which would have proved a compact between the Fronde and 
S^ain, then the open enemy of Fiajuce. Had these documents 
reached the hands of Mazarin, the court would have held direct 
proofs of treason on the part of the leaders of the faction, and paight 
have waited a favourable season for exhihitittg^ articles of attainder 
against them. 

St Maur on this account was received wl& open araia by tht 
Fronde. Since his escape from the populace, he had been lodged 
in the archieplscopal palace ; and when sufficiently ffeeovesed from 
the ill treatment received at ^ir hands* was invited to lake part ia 
the councils of the faction. . , . 

In the absence of the Prince of Cond^, the chief weight of i^iia 
fell upon the Coadjutor, for the Duke of Oiieans was too timid to 
follow even the suggestions of his own judgment^ and the Dufca ol 
Beaufort was mor^ at home in the tnaiket place and on the ram^ 
parts, than in the cabinet I>e RetE, therefore* might be considered 
as Regent of the Fronde, assisted in council by the. abovei«aaied 
personages; to whom may.be added, QotfrviUe,'a roan of weight, 
for he held die keys of the Prince's coffers^ and was ooilector of hk 
revenues and royalties; Monsieur de Brousselva grey haired dig* 
nitary of the parliament, and representetira oi th<-ip to €i to of thai 
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bodyv and 00 faelered bjitne people, tliat wherever he went, he tvatf 
saluted with, the cry M*' Long live the King and Monsieur db 
Broufisel ! Death to iP|.Mazarm!*' — and hsdj, though not least, 
the Duchess de Chevreuse. 

There were not wanting parties to assert that de Retz was himself 
suheervient; that the true leader of the Fronde was Mademoiselle 
de Chevreuse ; and he took his measures from the command of that 
heautilul, though eccentric and passionate giH. Be this as it may, 
ftere was work enough oiv his hands ; dMerences to compose he* 
tween varions municipal authorities ; quarrels to appease amK)ng8t 
the nobles of his party ; fiupplies of money to squeeze from all 
classes to carry on the civil war. 

The drilling and arrayifig of troops was entruisted to Beau/art, 
who almost daily led h}» newly-raised forces forth frow the cify, to 
protect the supplies of food aeeessary to support the populous cap- 
ital of France. On these occasions there often ensued skirmishes 
with the royed forces ; and wheir it wan considered that the latter 
were veteran trao[N^ commanded by the Marshal Turenne, whose 
fame vied with that of Condi's, 4he Duke was not to be blamed for 
the doubtful success of bis soiiies. 

Though the city was much straitened for provisions, and actual 
want of bread was lelt by the poorer classes, yet the fire of enthv* 
siasm against Ma2iEuin was so ard^tly kindled, imd so judvclously 
fomented, that but little complaint was heaid. The novelty also 
of the war pleased the imaginations of the I^isians ; distress and 
starvation were foigotten in the excitement of providmg anns and 
muniments of war, enrolling of companies, and daily musters and 
paiades. fiveiy inn, tavern, or auberge, was made the head-quar- 
ters of the adjoining district ; and there was nightly heard, amidst 
shouts, laughter, fmd sohgs the reeltal of feats of arms performed 
by the warlike burghers in conflict with Turenne and his rete- 
lans. 

In aseeftdingthe scale of aoen^, the sameione of irony and mer- 
riment was observaUe in tsidking of the war tod its chiefs. De 
Retz, in virtue of hi» sacred oftee, being titular bishop of Corinth, 
his regiment of horse acquired the sonbriquet of First of the Co- 
rinthians. The occupant of eac^ house havuig a carriage-entrance 
or porte-eoch^e, was obliged to furnish the contingency of a maa 
and horse well appointed for military service ; and Gounrille, who 
headed these troops, was denominated G^eral Porte-Cochdre. 
Jokes, pwqwiiadcst and satncal fiongs, m which all parties were 
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JMA)6d> vretQ 96od-ktim<raT«dIy flun^ fitm Hp to Hp, and taken in 
fair part even by the castigated. • 

Amidst the lapses and deaths which daity visited the ranks of the 
Parisians in the sorties and skirmishes — for, «* grim-Ti8«5ed war," 
never lays aside kis terrers — there was a jubilee of son), an exhila- 
fation of spirits, noticeable chiefly among the middling and lower 
classes, as though some heavy bnrthen had been flung off. Barely 
in hisloric annals can w« trace records where hope speaks enlhnsi- 
^tically to the heart of the poor man ; where the world's changes 
are a bettering of his sad lot; where glimpses of what is promised 
in a future life — a relief from weary toil — is shadowed in the pre- 
sent. Bnt here, on the spot of kistory on which our eye is now 
ifixed, when Louis flle gorgeons-minded was a child — a shattlecock 
baittled bettween mercenary noUes, greedy of spoil — there was a 
partial vision, a dim fore-shadowing of that %right joy and hope dl 
delivetance which shook the nation in an ^er-age. Authority, 
h)ng-worshipped, spiritutd authority, m the shape of the Coadjutor 
preaching to the populace from the pulpit of Notie Dame, shook the 
throne fill it tottered. Bat the people's hope wists rotten at the core, 
for beneath the archiepiseoped vestments was hidden a libertine 
heart — a voluptoous, throbbing pulse of life feeding on &e world's 

vanities, crosiers, cafdinals' hats, snd the smiles of woman. 

Such wastka man with whom St Maur was domiciled; to 
whose fortunes necessity linked him during the imprisonment of 
Conde. - Far different in character from the Prince, whosS failings 
were excessive pride, and irritability of temper, which led him into 
quarrels and treasonable oorrespondenoe, bnt whose manners and 
course of li/e were pure and fiimpte, wift feelings generous and 
sympathising : — the Coadjutor was dissolute and iiregular 2h private 
life, and an intriguing schemer in politics. li 

Harried along the lapid' stream of events^ St. Maur bad scarce 
time for reflection ere he found himself installed secretary to the 
Coadjutor,, and captain of a troop in the Pjpelate's regiment of cavalry, 
the First of the Corinthians, jocnkirly so called. 

Hitherto the fever ol excitement had subdued his hearty its fteU 
ings were paralyzed in the burst of entkusiasra which eveiftpread the 
faculties of St. Maur on regamiog die friendship of the Priiice ; no 
sacrifice was too great for s«ich a consummation; no sentiments of 
gratitude lively enough to express his delight : and before his mind 
had time to cool, there came busy occupation with all its details ; 
mottera from wjuch he could not escape ; pewonog ^folicHiiiy att 
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teotion who could jBQtb« denied; adTpce and miita^ to adi ioA 
receive. 

But whra the fveBhnen of office wore oS, a dieaiy roid was felt 
— a desolation ol heart from which there was no escape. He ac- 
cused himself ol ingratituder of cowardice* and atter nnworthiness 
of being belovedrin foiisaking laobne. In vain did reason attempt 
to justify the nteglect What if she were all she had beea piotaied f 
What jd she were eren the. spy of Mazarinr— the paaderertoa 
treacherous mistress ; yes» even the first cause ol the ruin of the 
Prince of Condi; still she was Isahne, the fair Sybil, the enshiTer 
€^ his senses, the captivatar of his fancy, the peserver of his life. 

At the Palais Royd, no tidings could be gleaned either of he» 
safety or place of retreat It was the poUcy of the Fronde to pre- 
serve, rather thaix destroy, the royai prerogiakiYe4uid authority ; re- 
publicanism, or obaoge.pf the form of goyemment, was no part of 
the creeds of its chiefs — ^waa not even dreamed of, thoi^h fagae» 
nndefined hopes of freedom may have arisenrin tiie hearts of tha 
poorer and oppressed daBses. It was an ariatociatic conqMict, form* 
ed to compel the Begent Anne to-divide the spoils ol goramment 
among a few leopding. nobles, that they might thereby recruit their 
wasted fortunes,, or add to the resources of a luxurious and psoffigate 
career ; and to the furtherance of this compact* the dialiess and « 
grievances of the other classes hact been made subsiiTient 

The palace of the Soveieign, thereloie, with its riches, was pre* 
served undesecrated by the Ivtioa. The populace weie not permit^ 
ted to plmideff ia its ptecmetp^ The few domestics and oflloers of 
the household, who had not the meanaor the chame of escape, had 
been mosUy resqaed li«»n the grasp of &e mob ; and Aough somo- 
|ew» like St Mum» met wkh ill-treatment, yet plunder and ootn^ 
had been arrested ; and the. MaiaAoyat wore now much the ap* 
pearance it usnaBy exhibitod when the*Regent was staying at St 
Cloud or FoataineblMM* 

Of the remaining lesideKto* none could give St Maar any intel- 
ligence of Madame dn.Ftessis; her hotel, in the IVace Boyale, he 
learned waa closed i and it was geneiaUy believed that she was 
with her miatiess at SL Clond* 

To go thither waa imposeiblB ; tin -city was besieged, or rather 
blockaded, and, could he peaetrate the blockading loices, he ran 
the douUe risk of being either taken by the royal troops and falling 
fi sacrifice to the Italian^s revenge, or being proclaimed a desaiter by 
hia ^w» pmiy mkaiHe-dyed lanagade. 



OiM9ksk>na31]r*» fammefs ^ere beoi^fait into J^m, .a a kBt iB tiid 
others, who had beea «it the royal camp at St Cloud ;. aad ireia ' 
these he endeavtMirod to leoni wilder leoUne was att the oourt, b«t 
without sttccessw All the oonsoiatioB he could take to hinaelf was^ 
that if «Qy «caideBt or BcuBbaj) bid belallea her, he ahoidd hwre 
hoard of it 

. With Blind distiaetedi, and ttpbraicSng on|i0cteBoe» St Manr often 
lound ^jmsed/ at a loss in |)erfonaing <he daties of aeofsttfy to the 
Versatile ^d subtle iirelate. Hk emhtfiafiBBieiit was vaeible to tha 
Coadjutor, wid Ibe cause pardy gaeesed ;' at least so thought- S^ 
Maar» Irooi the hkits casufdijr.^ dirop» that the yowiii abooid take 
ItyttsmhyiiiBK 

And t^y da Hetz wae Iha wonderraent ol his acqwdntanoe. 
I)i8(factQdly in love witii a wild» eoeeatrio gitl) whose (empoanent 
and actions would have inferred an eastern odgoH had not her 
genealogy be^n ao w^ known i; yiddiag himself a blave to her 
oajKricesy hie was-at the ^ama^iae.the acttte, penetrating leado^ of m 
faction which shook, the throna to the reiy oantre ; the ekquenl^ 
enthusiast^ preacher who aeat bosoe weeping: crowds from 4be oid 
walls of Notre Dame ; the gay libeitine who sought favour in every 
^damsel's eyes^ in the absence of his chief idol.de Chevreuae. 

, During the biockade ^f the city, his preachii^ was of vital im- 
portance to the Frondes it'sustakied the spirits of the dtisans; en^ 
t0ui*aged them to Cresh exerdoas in ^the cause; put liie in the hall^ 
feuni^hed bodies of the poor> and kept in ever-sfSetihing ferment,, iha 
^iversal detestation of (he Italian, 

It was on one of these occasions when Beauiort^ lq;iQoariea had> 
sustained ^eve^ loss, and the city waa in mourning for its thinned 
ranks, that St. Maur was present After the prelimifiary aervioe, 
inducted with all the pomp appertaining to the.asetn^litan see, 
de R^tj& adcended the pulpit ... 

The secretary could leadiJy for^ve Ihe iookol exubstton with > 
which his master svrvayed the vast as8emblnge« The Duke cl' 
Orleans wa9 oi the coagre^djoa^ aa were aisoall the can«liei8 and 
•ladies of quality still in 4be ci^. Theae f(«med a gaudy ckeh%. 
hjammed in and fringed by a dark mass t)fi'Soheiiy<lad cilixen8»' 
n^ndicants, irme^ and ,<Ad wonien-*Hhe ataHnchestoil 4he prekieVi '. 
^admirers. . .' .•..,....' 

It is beyond our pnsvince to repeat what fell kom hm tips 4 wa 1 
must, therefpre, content ourselves with remaricing what ttfoie {)ar» 
licalarly struck <St Mau£,d«|iQg the ff^6gs&m'Qi4km 
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It were natwal to expect, ttuit, in addreesin^ sudi -a cottgregatioitf 
tke xprelate would not direct hie diecottrse eftchi«iTely to toy on^ 
eectittiof the lietenmg crowd, but bestow attention eqnally on all. 
It appeal^ to St. Manr, however, that his face Was very often 
turned to the extreme right of the groap ; and from his doing eo, 
those who stood with the secretary on the left of the preacher, lost 
portions of the discourse, thioi^ the fall iA his roice. It was the 
ccmstant reeunence of this change, so nilpleasing to the ear of an 
attentive listener^ that first drew the youth's attention to the circnm* 
stance. 

Changing his place 09 as to dbtah a view of that part of 'the 
cathedral which attracted the Coadjutor — ^for to St. Maur the future 
Archbishc^ was 4 riddle and a mystery which he sought to fathom 
— ^he fancied that he had made discovery of the loadstone which 
drew the prelate's eyes to the epot 

Attended by an elderly female, seettringTy an upper servant of 
dependant of the fantfly^ there stood a girl listening attentively, hut 
with downcast eyes, to the discourse, whose beauty might haver 
aflbrded excuse for the ardent gaze even of the Coadjutor of Paris, 
had he been nrimstering to a less sacred function. Dressed richly, 
yet becomingly, in the fashion of the age^— withr close habit of v^' 
vet, sunounded with lace, and partiaUy disclosing the neck and 
throat, which was decorated with a single row of pearls — the hair 
in front shading the face, behind, falling luxuriantly over the shoul- 
ders, as it escaped from beneath a loand hat of black velvet, she 
stood with a fan in the hand hanging listlessly by her side, a picture 
of innocence and devotion. The jEace was of a pensive, delicate 
cast, not destitute of character, yet placid and composed, such as 
we often see eie the mind has been ruffled by passion and the rough 
trials of 4he woiM. The featiaes were regular, of Grecian mould, 
sligh^y marked ; the eyes blue, with more of depth than brilliancy; 
a month sweetly formed, exciting extreme desire in the beholder to 
witness 'Ae eflect of a smile over a face of snch innocent loveUness*^ 
But this felicity, an ample reward for his patience, wees not permit' 
ted to the gazer, for the fair stranger exhft>ited a sincerity in devo- 
tion, all unccmscioQs of being herself an idol of worship. Her at- 
teotiveDQBi to the discotme of de Betx, pleasing as it might be to hie 
vanity, was annoying, as St. Maur surmised, inasmuch as her atti- 
tude and modest demeanoar prevented him from catching her eye. 
Not all his wdl-applied eloquence conld shake oflT her reserve ; 
ONMciouaor OMMMcma e< Ids deaigDS, she hitfl^ 
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Hie eoene was intereatiAg to the secretary. Her mordAsty pleased 
him, whilst he could not hut admire the finesse and subtlety of 
de Aetz, though contemning his iU-regulated life and pursuits. 

For awhile he Mieved hhnself sole possessor of this secret 
cause or attraction $ but he found that such was not the fact Ma- 
demoiselle de Chevreuse, Unhappily for the pteacher, had been 
listening to the sermon, and love's sharp eyes soon detected what 
was B0^9fife^KiiA to St Maur. Nor was it long ere he perceived 
Ab restlessness ol the lady ^ and knowing t^ na^uie of her tempe- 
mment, and feeiingB, hejireaded some lexpldsion whicii would ooa- 
promise the 4ignky erf (he house of Chevreusev end of the fenotioiN 
ary whom he called master. BnU for onee, Ihe lady exhibUed a inas*> 
t^y ayer herself ^«ite vnexpected. U«able to endure witnessing the 
secret admiration of de Retz for the fair unknown^ she left the ca* 
thedral, a movement which caused a stir in the circle by which eh» 
was surrounded, and \rhich ^w the attentioa of the Coadtjutor to 
the circumstance^ 

This had the efieet, as the secretary belieyed> of ^horteni&gthe dis- 
play of de fiets*s.ek)^nenoe. Heeoea alter, with the usual bleasingy 
dismissed the congregation^ JSt Maur found himself still interested in 
the fate oi the youthful beailty, and much more so than he believed 
jp06sible> considering the distractipa of bis own aund between love 
fer Isoiine, anger at her essuBned sway over his opinions and course 
ol action, so prejudicial Ui his honour, and nncenainty ol her fate. 

He attributed his fedings to curiosity to know where could end 
the admiration of Uie Prelate, and- a natural interest in tiie fate of 
one sa lovely as the stranger^ alloyed with fear lest she should suf- 
fer frooi the Coadjutor's attentions. i 

The retiring mess carried the lady with it. He watched de Rett ; 
but the PrelaJle, who had left the pidpit, was now surrounded by 
his chaplains and the o&ia|ing priests of the cathedcal^ There 
was, for the present, at least, an end to the silent drama, and the 
secretary, after wsuting awhile wkhin. view of de Betz, lest his ser» 
vioee slunild be ieqaired» leturaed t^ tbe a w h w pjscopal palace^ 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

£a s'eveillact loi d^taohe una foofflfit, 
A poing ferm^/ mu Mn Tilam yisage. . 

' VotTAIRE. 

■ • 

iSf. MAtm 63C in his chamber in the pahee overleekiBg the Itft 
ksDch of die Seine., fivenng wais tet Millg iftto night-} a few 
hosts, which hdd {oobtibl j doded tbeTigHance of the scattend 

huBBt momentafilyinto eiietenoe ia Tarioos qtiarteis of the citj^ 
coaches^ attedded. with toich-bearers, latlted over the iNMigbij-paved 
qiuysi wh^st ^e dusky forms of the loo^passengcars. i^eite seen 
hastily esc^nsg ontof &e way. 

hem litf]e» leAeeted 4fae secretary, k tha ^fect of the dvil w«r 
tisible in the operations of the citi2eas f A morn of basiing busi'« 
nees socceaded by an aflenioon sermoa at Notre Dmne; and even" 
mg aibofft Uf be spent in distipalsim and iafngae ; whilst^ beyond 
the wailsy the vasf area smroonding^ the city iather daily battle' 
gftmnd of the contending parties ! Withoiit breathes fierce war 
with al) itahorlots, within feigtis gaiety and Inxttrieus protttsion I 

la thef coart-yard of the padace were, hideedy observai^e tokens 
of .the ansetded timea* Horses o^^anaoned^eeHtinels patit^ling, and 
oiBoers, many erf .nneafaih ^d idre%n aspect^ latenng the hoars 
away, whilst occasbnalfya noanled courier or nTessenger was re** 
cecred.wiUiin the gates; the* bearer <A dii^paiebe»frc»tt leaders and 
officers of the I^Vonde to the Coadjator. 

•From a mcditetioii of the changing scencrr ^^ Mstit was aroused 
by a knockiBg at the doon He was rnfiMrmed by the domestic that 
a man was vai^g oolside the gates who re<|aested vrgentfy to sea 
hin ; be lekmd taenter md salMttit lo <ha asaal inqakiea attending' 
the admiHanceof a^stnnigervbfttdeelared that his buiriness would 
not detmiM. 8t;ftfa4Paie4iail aMa«fe>>^t cottid not be deapah^ed 
without a personal interview. 

As may be supposed this commonication excited much cwiosity/ 
and some distmst. He was resolved, however, to see the man« 
Vague ideas floated in his mind, in which hope mingled hugely — ^he 
might possibly hear of Isoline. 

He had scarcely presented himself at the gate, when the man, 
aller aasaring hiioiell by inquiry that it was St Maur whom he 



Uiitea&s^ pDta sealed.packet in bk hand!^ aii4 diaappeanH^liastilyi 
The form of Jaoline was preseni to his imagination, her voice ring'* 
ing in his ears, as he bounded up the s^irs lo his apartment He 
tore open the envelope j there were several sealed enclosares—^Q 
open letter addressed to himseli-r^but iHlas ! not from du Pleasis; 

The letter was from the Prince of C&nd^, and dated from his pri« 
son in the Chateau de Yincennes^ He bad, as he tdid St Maur« 
found means to have the packet conveyed^ and was equally fos^U' 
nate in ol^ning atoleiably exact ki>owledge of the state of aSairs ^ 
••^bow, it w&i^ needless to say i but the utmost eautiitm was ne*" 
eessary to preserve the iQdu)geaGe> as the. Governor actc^ even be« 
yond ^e letter of hia harsh iastruetions. The Prince bad deemed 
it of lets risk to transmit a packet bearing the superscription of one 
in the Secretary's rank than if- it had been addressed to the Duke^ 
or de Hetz. .^t. Maur w:as requested to explain this to the Coadju-* 
tot, and lose no time in placing the enclosiures in bis hands The 
epistle contained many kind things addressed to the youth, and 
concluded by telling him that the emj^oymenttof the leader of 
the French armies wa& reduced to thinking of his kind friends, and 
Watering the garden flowers on his narrow terrace^ 

.Sadly disappointed at hearti the feelings of ^. Mtlilr inrete slow 
in ^^elcpming the ilattering communioation from his liege lord. If 
tias necessary, boweyeiv that be should do hir bidding. The Pre 
lnnie was not in the palace ; bideed the Secuetary hardly expected to 
find, him there. He took without, delay the Boad 4d the; Hotel dci^ 
Chevreiise> where the Coadjutor almost nigbliy sapped, and from 
which he Returned gt^irded by a copsideiable eeeortv ever, einee tfaH 
meditated attempt on his Uberty. ... 

At this mansion he was admitted without question or hindrance i 
Ho alight privilege iaa period whto' ev«ry facmly fear^ an. assassin 
or midnight surprise* . ... • > . . 

Ascending the stairs^ he entered a chamber briUianlly ligbtedi 
furflished gotgeouslyf.ai&dip tl^ m2€kUe-a,table ^t^ with a ^mhi-' 
0ic9» of cplate andoiphlyHGatglasst^fefleoliBg the^glitter of the cbaa-> 
deliers* 3upper was prepared-^ut where w&e the guests? Tbei 
table was small, and the company expected war& evidently feiw. in 
number. The Secretary5 who Understood tirell th& eecoicxny of the 
hoteU.knew.tbat it waa-not what the Duohess called a public even^ 
ing, when her rooms were open to the visits of the eiHiit Fronde $ 
and as co.trei^s were plac^ fpr four ootly, it wae equally ccrtaifl thai 
f ewn if any oi tbe le;i4ns,of .tjb^: Ia6i^c^« ifaraMiMl' ^ I^ w«s ps^ 
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bable tteit 43e Hete was the only guest fexpeetod, and ^ yon^ felt 
that he was about to disturb, or possibly, if the iiitdligence his dts* 
patches bore were impoMant, break iip one of those delightful tite*^ 
i^tites in which the Coadjutor indulged, and Which had been, as it 
was reported) so^ instrtuhental in binding hfm to the interests of the 
Fronde, and to the advocacy of the claims of the de Chevreuse family* 
when the ambitious objects of the f^tion wete accomplished. 

His eye bad ncaroely taken in the range Of the salofm, atid the 
prepaiations fof the evening meal, when he heatd voices in an ad*- 
joining apartment, the door of which was only partially closed. 
He was about to proceed in quest d the Coadjutor, when the 
angry tones which issued from the inner chamber induced him to 
pfeiuse. It was the voice of de Retz, as if in deprecation of some 
remark. 

^ Why upbraid ne, MadeitKnselk, lor n)y )ife ? Believe me, it 
has been perfectly consistent from my boyhood. I never wished to 
be a pnest ; did everjrthing I could to avoid sdch a catastrophe ; 
Whaterer course of life was most opposed to the holy calling, that 
I followed ; Whatever actions were most repugnant to the becoming 
dignity of the priesthood, those I attempted. Have I not fought 
three duels ? Twice attempted to ran off with my oottsfn ? Sold 
farms and gambled away the nK>ney openly ? Done everything but 
get intoxicated, which 1 have no inclination for, as it deprives me 
of my judgment ? But all in vain ! It was in the power of the 
&mily of de Retz to make Jean de Gondi, Aitbbishopof P^iris, and 
Archbishop he must be l" 

** I do not -care about your being a priest," replied the lady, " or 
what you have done before you were a priest It is What you have 
done dncei**-*' 

•* True, sweet midtreBs,** exclaimed the Coadjutor, inteimpting 
her; ** but if I have broken the vows of the priesthoodt it was for 
your sake.** 

•< Monster 1" cried the lady, wifli a suppressed voice. 

•« If I have knelt at the fieet of mortal beauty," continued de ReCss, 
*' my condemnatmn should come from other lips than hers who 
brought me to such ^jsgraoe." 

** Fiend !" exclaimed the indignant damsel. 

** If I tMrea fiend," continued the priest, **T should change my 
nature in worshipping Isabella de Chevrense !" 

«• Who did you worship this afternoon r* cried the lady, her voice 
luiiig to its utnoet piloliy and eweilkig with the fmiea of vehi^ 
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ffienf ntgs — *' who was that wax-work prtitle fofa mens took yout 
•«yes off ? Wretch ! was that worshipping me ?*• 

A. calm enstfed upon th^se Words^ but only for ooe moment; it 
Was succeeded by a crash of fettling itiissires, and a destructive clat* 
ter of glass, which so alarmed St. Maur that he ran forward to as* 
tertain the 'natore of the calamity. 

It waft indeed an alarming catastfopbe. The Coadjutor was 
Btandmg near the doori bewildered, and i^Hnkmg from the farther 
effects ai the Tixen*s teger< He was ccr^red with the powder and 
minutrfragnients of glass, the remains of a majestic minor^ the pride 
of the saloon, tfhilst dn the ik)Or Idy a raassiTe silf^r candlestick, 
the ready engine of the sad disaster. The Prelate's headi at wbkh 
it had been hurled, was, fottHnately^ safe ; the mischief was at the 
cost of the Duchess. The heroine of the scene paced to mid fro, 
gkring t>n de Retss and his Secretary, and threatening, 6y her looks, 
more mischief. Rage added to her beauty, and seemed eyea to add 
to her statttre ; edie looked Minenra descended od earthy threittening 
«nd indignant. 

The Coadjutor mi&de several essaye td spe^ to Ht Maur, but the 
moTements of Mademoiselle recalled his attention to hisownsafety* 
and he wasobliged to desist. From the dilemma the victims were 
at last relieved by the entrance of the Duchess^ who came rushing 
in, aroused by tke«rafi^. The youth accepted this as a signal to 
withdraw, and closing die door, awaited the result in the saloon. ^ 

De Retz was the first to appear, csdm and composed as usual, 
without any traces, in his countenance of the scanoely-hashed storm. 
St. Maur, who expected a reprimand for the intrusion, or at least 
that de Retz, who must naturally be annoyed at the hM)pportunc 
arrival of a witness to his misfortune, would take some means of 
showing it, hastened to put the despatches in his hands, acquainting 
him, at the same time, with the written message of the Prince' 

Before replying, the Coadjutor glanced through the contents. His 
countenance did not betray the import of the documenits) he was 
too practised a diplomatist to allow wkat he waef leAding to be in- 
dexed in his face ; and St. Maur awaited in silence his orders. 

«* The matters contained here are we^ty^ and re(|uire my in« 
Btant attention," said de Retz, looking at the Secretacy ; *' yet I can- 
not leave till our people arrive ; my life is too precious to my friends 
to depart without escort." 

In sa]^Dg this, his eye accidentally glanced upon his - sleeve ; 
flieie wAre.sevAial email iia^enta ol g^awadhinuig; whicb ^ 



losing his fwaal Uict, bastened to brush off. .Wbile thiiA engUgcdi 
their eyes met; somewhat of a smile escaped the Prelate, which he 
could not silpi^i^ess, and continuing his address, he added t - 

** Wait in my study till I rahlm, and forgive the inhospitality of 
Bending you supperlesss Irom such good cheei'.^' 
|. When the Coadjutor^ Ai\et the intenral of anhonr» met the Secre* 
tary in ihe doset adjoining the aschiepiscopal library^ hfi was in ex* 
cellent spirits, even mirthfully disposed^ and -eutefed ^pon the im« 
iMMTtant business of Cond^s despatches without reserve. 

^< Well, St Afour/^ he exclaimed, *« the caged Prince has much 
better meaass of information, than we possess. He t>ds discovered A 
manffiuvre of the Italian Which we must thwart^ it will afford 
work for tM. 1 mtlst allot each his task.*' 

He then proceeded to relate the substance of the Prince's epistloi 
Which Was to the efiect that the domthiid resolved onseodingabeiald 
to the eity, or rather to the parliament, proposing* to name the time 
feiad place wheps.terms of. accommodation might be offered and dis» 
cnssedi the real object of Ma2arin Was to create a breach in the 
Fronde, and, if possible, effect a separation of the lUuted elements) 
by proposing such terms as would please one class, displeade ano^ 
ther, and, being in the nature of a peaceable overture, would address 
itself specially to the interests and wishes of those Who loved tran* 
quiUity, and' desired to see an end of. the distnrbanoes at all risk& 
It would also call into play sikch friends as the Court possessed iA 
the ranks 6( ^ ParliameBt ^ a sad minority indeed noW, hut whkhi 
in deliberate* meetiiigB, with secret encotiragenent, might make it» 
«elfheajfd. ' 

**I need not tfemind yoh,^* remarked the Coadtjutor, ^that the 
Court befngone, sole, undivided power, possesses a fearful advantage 
Xprer us, composed as we are of slleh discordant elements, and hav» 
tng each its separate wishes to gratify. There is not one of u^ 
except Coadi^, who codd not iie boilght, H the price oiered were 
large enough.*' 

Resuming the thread of the aigument after this candid acknow^ 
ledgmentv'he proceeded to point out, tteLt if MaAarin failed even of 
opening a deliberative truce, the very ciicumstance of the F^rlia» 
Ment) which w^s the safest and most authoritative engine of the 
l^nde, receii^ing the hendd, and replying to him, put them ail in 
the odious light of being at war with their sovereign. A heiald 
being ever the chosen messenger of war and peace wouMatiike the 
peoplcloicibly, and^wak^a many to the smyicion that they wen 
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lealJy engaged In a contest with their King, and not with an odious 
foreigner. The show and form of things is everything. 

" It is well schemed of the Cardinal," cried the Coadjutor, rising 
from his seat, and pacing the chamber hastily ; " well planned ; I 
did not give him credit for so much imagination. But he shall not 
so easily pass the change on us — to use our dear Prince's words. 
I am not at war with my liege. Monsieur St. Maur : the Prince is 
not at war with his young cousin ; we are all loyal subjects, and 
take our charges and governments from the throne, an^ owe hioi 
allegiance and duty. The herald shall not he received, but sent 
bafck with our dutiful respects." 

Still, as de Hetz observed, much labour must be undergone to 
move all parties to the point. There we^re many in the Parliament 
who would gladly raise their voices, if they dared, for an accommo- 
dation, with the intention of making a merit afterward of the ser- 
vice rendered the Court and Cardinal. The Italian's gold, avari- 
cious and mean as he was, was doubtless circulating in secret quar- 
ters. The success and safety of the Fronde depended on keeping 
all parties, citizens, parliament, populace, and noblesse, both enthu- 
siastic, and firmly obedient to their chiefs, till such time as an ac* 
commodation, for the benefit of one and all, could be accomplished. 

•' *Tis a wondrous machine wc have the management of," said 
de Ketz, musing, " this Fronde ! I often admire our success and 
good fortune. So complex in its materials — so liable to disorder ; 
but mighty as it is, a solitary whim or obstinate caprice on any one 
point, in a Frondeur of note, would ruin us. It strikes me at this 
moment — ^there is the old graybeard, de Bfoussel, whose advice, as 
you may have perceived, none of us care tot; yet he is so much 
beloved by the people, and so respected by the parliament — ^for his " 
negative qualities, I suppose — that if he do not go with us in the 
affair of the herald, we arc lost. Without sags^ity in council, or 
courage iq action, he stands on 'vantage ground with any of our 
friends." 

The Coadjutor continuing his remarjcs, said, he feared that if 
some strong and fresh inducement to adhere tp the Frpnde were not 
offered to the old ixtan, he would cause a schism, by advocating the 
herald's reception, in order that it might lead to a trace. Symp^* 
toms of defection had shown themselves, and it was necessary to 
take measures to prevent the mischief spreading. He was too old 
for place .or appointment; bi;t he had, perhaps, capable re)sitive9» 
who might be ledto <^ve fox sooiething, wh^h tl^e Fuande cpuld 
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promise, and so fix the old President anew to the traces of the 
lactioii. 

Each to his task, was the maxim of de Retz ; and no hetter em- 
ployment could fall to the lot of St. Maur, as he said, and better 
serve the interests of the Fronde, than in a<$certainiiig the wants of 
de Broussel's family, and reporting the same to the council or him- 
self. 

It was too late to take any steps in the matter ; but at an early 
hour in the morning, St Maur left the palace, resolved, as the 
means and channel of gaining the information was left to his dis- 
cretion, to avail himself of the services of his old acquaintance, the 
barber-surgeon, the same who had afforded him shelter when the 
unconscioua escort of the Queen-Regent of France. 

The Sieur Jules Martin, as St. Maur remembered, was occasion- 
ally employed professionally in trimming off the old gentleman for 
the Parliament-sittings, and had, therefore, access to the President's 
house ; and, as barbers were usually inquisitive, he would proba- 
bly have the whole history of the family at his fingcrsT ends. 

It was but a short walk to the Rue St Antoine, and the Secre- 
tary was soon seated in the little shop of his countr3anan vod ac- 
quaintance. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

' Le Boi ■Vii est alK, ton Eminence tiiMi : 

Le coarttnn esoioe, eau eoatenter ton hoite,. 

Juxant qu'i son cetour il comptera lana faute, 
£t prit le grand chemin en bottes de Roolssf . 

Thk barber, who very cordially welcomed the youth, was, as we 
have before intimated, a native of Dauphiny, St Maur's ancestral 
province. He was between thirty-five and forty years of age, with 
the usual love of gossip, and fondness for knowing other people's 
affiurs, common to the profession, but with a certain staidness of 
demeanour and earnestness of conversation, which betokened a 
leach of intellect unusual to the class. 

Of faumtyle origin, bom near the Ch&teau St. Maur, Jules Martin 
had taken pride in being of service to one whose name sounded so 
loftily in his boyhood. Now that St Maur was fast rismg in asphere 
congeiual to his biidi» Jules was angry with his own iU-hick, and 
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eoald noC cotitemplate with any satisfaction — ^though it mttst be ad- 
mitted he was without ill- nature or envy— the contrast in their pre* 
fient fortunes, as compared with their relative positions bat a short 
period previously. A tinge of' this feeling was perceptible in hia 
manner after the HibI cordial salutation. 

" Well, Monsieur St. Maur !** he ttud, " y(m have seldom dark- 
ened my threshold of late ; the door is not so lofty as (he palace- 
gates in the Parvis Notre Dame. Yet yon look pale : not better 
in health,'^ he added, smiling, ** though much richer in apparel, 
than when you sometimes sought my aid under this humble roof." 

To St lVlaur*8 inqmry respecting his business, he said that it was 
far from lucrative ; that his shop being near the Hdtel de Ville, was 
thronged with the lower class of FrondeUrs, who used it as a place 
of resort and gossip, and would not pay for the convenience ; and 
even if be could induce one to be shaved, yet when Beaufort mount- 
ed the civic rostrum, he would rush off with unwiped face, upset- 
ting the barber, and foi^tting to pay the fee. And as for the sur- 
gery department, he should some day, he expected, need the as- 
sistance of a suTgeon himself, in the endeavour to make the fre- 
quenters of the shop alive to the necessity of paying for the 
privilege. " But," continued he, <* fortune goes by favour, or how 
is it that you have made such rapid strides, whilst I drop behind 
like a barge without sails, against tide ? In all except gentle birth, 
I was in advance of you ; and have toiled and struggled only'to 
find myself getting poorer and poorer." 

When the Secretary proposed the commission respecting the de 
Broussel family, Jules, who had been leisurely sharpening his ra- 
zors, chatting the while, became gradually attentive, ceased his oc- 
cupation, put up the instruments, turned down his sleeves, smooth- 
ed his appanil, and by the time St, Maur' had ceased speak mg, 
stood a silent, eager auditor. Musing a few moments, much to the 
amusement of the youth, he joyfully accepted the task, exclaiming 
that his fortune was made : that Monsieur should have before night 
a complete tableau of the family. 

Relieved of the drudgery of a disagreeable and not yery honour- 
able duty, St. Maur returned to the palace, leaving orders at the 
lodge, that Jules should be admitted on presenting himself. Many 
hours elapsed, however, ere the barber made his appearance, and 
the youth began to fear that the Coadjutor would be impatient, as 
what was to be learned must be learned quickly, there being no 
timetolofle. 
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The Slew Martin was at last forthcoming; and so fajr as th/t 
Secretary could read his countenance, he had not been unsuccessful. 
His eye wandered round the spacious chamber, and fixed itself al- 
ternately on the sumptuous decorations, and the figure of St Maur* 
whose personal appearance and attire were certainly muck ImproV" 
ed since his departure from the Golden Angel. 

The youth, who guessed his thoughts, and could not avoid notic- 
ing the freedom, forgave it on the score of oM services, though he 
foresaw inconvenience might result from the froward character of 
the barber. 

" Well, Jules," F^ the Secietary, " what progress have you 
made in the tableau ?" 

" I was but thinking," replied the other, drawn from: bis abstract 
tion, " what a noble apartment this is; and these windows with the 
Seine below ; every coach may be seen along the Quay St 
Michael; and there is the roof, of the Luxembourg over those 
houses !" 

** My good friend, Jules Martin," said St Maur, very gravely, 
** never mind the roof of the Luxembourg, but think of the business 
you were employed upon. Time presses : you praised yourself 
in the forenoon for your sagacity ; let me now have proof of it 
I hope you were better employed when you went to M. de Broussel 
than in surveying his chimney-pots, or even any prospect which 
may be se^i fiom the windows." 

" Pardon, Monsieur," said Jules, in a humhle tone, ".bat this is 
the first time 1 have been in an Archbishop*s palace. An officer in 
the livery oi the (jondis attended me to your very door." 

" And your head is quite tmned with th^, distinction," cried St 
Maur ; *< but believe me, Jules, it was not done quite o«t of compli- 
ment to you, or even myseli We look very closely after strangers- 
But to your history !" .. 

The narrative of the Sieur Jules was better in texture than wm 
warranted by the preliminary flourishes. Stripping ofi the iotef jec« 
tional remarks, the touches of pride and self-confidence, with which 
it abounded, the plain history oC the family was as follows : — 

Monsieur de Broussel was of a distinguished family of the Rohe ; • 
that is, of a family which owes its origin to a dignitary, of the Par- 
liament, either in its present head, or from descent And as the 
ancient and warlike families preserved a contempt for those ennobled 
bjo$ce, and Buffered loss of caste in forming alhaaces with tbem« 
the families of the Robe, therefore, were generally restricted to aa- 
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tennamage. As the great offices of Farliam^ht were bought and 
sold like military commissions, it was an object of ambition with 
a President to educate his son for the bar, that he might transmit tb 
the next generation the preeidential honours of the family. Hence 
we find in the French annals instances of families who have 
given France a President in every generation, and whose chief could 
point oat in the patrimonial picture-gallery, a long row of learned 
heads, with as much complacency as the descendant of a peer 
of Charlemagne would direct our attention to a line of grim and 
beanled warriors. And certainly, to disinterested parties, it may be 
questionable which has the most ta boast of — descent from a line of 
f ree-booters, or from those who sold ju^Fce in the Paliament. 

The student of French history, forgetful of the hereditary cause, 
and raiiidful only of the sagacity and learning required by most na- 
tions in the candidate for the office of judge, may have often wonder- 
ed at the ridiculous figure exhibited by many wearing the dignity of 
President — their ignorance, and the expressed contempt of their con- 
temporaries 

De Broussel was in years, had a venerable aspect, possessed cer- 
tain good negative qualities, and by foUoWing an equally negative 
course of action — save on one or two occasions, when h6 stepped 
forward, and placed himself, without effort, in an enviable niche of 
popularity — enjoyed universal reputation with the lower classes, 
and considerable influence in the I^rliament. He was of the Fronde, 
but suspected of a desire to stand well with the Court ; and, indeed, 
it would have been a great accession to his laurels, and suited well 
with the dignity of his age, ?tnd previous career, if he could have 
gained the credit of breaking up a faction, and restoring peace to the 
kingdom. 

To proceed to a consideration of feis private aflbirs, in which lay 
the interest of Martin's discoveries : he was a widower, left With 
two daughters, one unmarried, the other the wife of Philippe du 
Tremblay, a gent)eman of ancient family," poor and decayed con- 
nexions, and whose chief, if not only merit, in the eyes of the 
father-in-law, was his name and blood. 

De Broussel's vanity led him* to overlook many wealtHy and ad- 
vantageous alliances with families of the Robe, to marry' his daugh- 
ter to a poor gentleman of the Sword, as those of ancient linkage 
■were called ; and as the housekeeper, Madame Josephine, patheti- 
chily lamented to Jules, the President she believed, was quite will- 
ing to throw the other daughter away, for the sake of the same dis- 
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tinction. A 'worse match could not be found, Josephine said, than this 
du Trembky, who far from being able to make a poor present to 
a waiting-gen tie- woman, like herself, once a year — and she had 
brought itj) Madame du Tremblay from a child — he waa almost fed, 
and provided for, from the President's larder, or from the farms in 
Normandy. 

" Then he is quite without estate ?" asked St Maur at this jun^ 
ture in the narration. 

" Scarcely a crown. Monsieur," replied Jules. <* Du TremUay 
is in Languedoc There is a chateau ; a lake stored with carp, of 
laige size, as Josephine admits, for Monsieur made several presents 
of the fish during his courtship ; extensive moors running to the. 
hill-side, where venisdis is found ; and he has the right of putting 
deer-stealers in the donjon of the chateau. But there is nothing \o 
make gold of, unless a mine should be fjiscovered under the moors." 

Sl Maur smiled during the recapitulation ; it reminded him of his 
own ancestral possessions, which, indeed, were in far worse plight 
than du Tremblay's, for the walls of the chateau St. Maur could 
scarcely afford refuge to the bat and the owl. 

To the Secretary's inquiries of what were the personal character 
and aspirations of Monsieur du Tremblay, the baiber, his face light- 
ed up with a smile of satisfaction that he was even able to answer 
that question, replied, that Madame du Tremblay had informed 
Josephine in confidence, that her husband was ambitious of prefer- 
ment, and that the President had several times offered to buy him a 
chaige connected with the Parliament, if he would but suffer a few 
months' preliminary study to ht him for the office ; but his pride 
forbad ; the du Tremblays, he said, were of other mould, and fol- 
lowed other pursuits. 

" And such an ass is the old man," added Jules with animation, 
** that he was pleased with the reply !" 

St Maur could not help congratulating his aide-de-camp on his 
success ; he was, indeed, much pleased with the report ; for although 
most of these particulars, as they concerned a public man like do 
Bronssel, were doubtless known to the Coadjutor, yet there were a 
few strokes elicited, which would prove of value. 

He proceeded to perform a very necessary duty, that of paying 
lor the information obtained, and handing to the barber a purse of 
crowns, which the latter received rather hesitatingly. St Maur said 
he offered that as a retaining fee ; that he should be glad to see him 
occafiionally, or even daily, till he could find the opportunity, which 
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must be sought in a higher quaiter, of making a penaanent change 

in bifi position. 

Jules still hesitated ; but seeing from the look of St. Maur that 
his own behavipur was conveying the impression that the gratuity 
given was not bountiful enough, he hastened to assure the Secretary 
that he was deceived. 

" Deceived !" cried St. Maur, quickly, " how deceived ? I hope 
not r , 

" I mean," replied Martin, ** that you think you have not given 
me gold enough." 

" I think no such thing," said the Secretary, " or I should have 
corrected my error ; but if you think " 

'' I am wrong, again. Monsieur St. Maur," exclaimed the barber, 
solemnly ; " what I meant was, that you would doubtless believe 
by my delay, that I was wishing for more money, and I was very 
anxious, before I mentioned other matters, to inform Monsieur, that 
if such were his thoughts, he was deceived." 

" Weil !" cried St. Maur, bursting into laughter at the precision 
of the explanation, " speak as you will j but remember, I have du- 
ties to perform thfe very evening." 

And so speaking, the youth flung himself into a laige chair, and 
awaited tranquilly the communication. 

" I know it well," said Jules ; ** what I have said will travel 
upward. But I have another subject to speak of, which relates 
only to yourself." 

«* And what is that ?" asked the Secretary, starting from his re- 
cumbent position with some confusion ; a movement which he felt 
heartily ashamed of the moment it occurred. But the barber had 
touched a string which vibrated to the heart. What can he mean ? 
said the youth to himself;, has he a message from — no, it is impossible. 

" Monsieur de Broossel is very rich," said Jules, looking at the 
Secretary attentively. 

" I know it," observed St. Maur, eyeing the barber with surprise 
and curiosity ; " but that does not concern me." 
■ « I have seen Mademoiselle de Broussel," continued Jules, grow- 
ing more fluent ; " she is very beautiful ; indeed, I will pledge myseH 
to It ; and Josephine says she is more amiable than her married 
sister." 

He paused here, partly, perhaps, to observe the eflect his discourse 
would produce ; but seeing that St Maor remained a passive lis- 
tener, he continued : 
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" The famay, certainly, is Inerely of yesterday ; but Aey are very 
rich, and Mademoiselle is very beautiful $ and if Monsieur dti "nem- 
Way, a very old name — old as the Languedocian rocks — did not 
object ; and he is a man of honour and courage, and 1 am thinking 
— I am thinking two things. Monsieur." 

«* What are they, Jules ?** said the Secretar3% very calmly. 

" If Monsieur St. Maur married the lady, and studied Very hard» 
perhaps for two years only, he would doubtless be eligible to the 
reversion of the presidency before the old gentleman died ; and it 
might be then transferred without the great cost of repurchase from 
the crown." 

" That is one thought, friend Jules ; what is the other ?" inquired 
St. Maur. 

** If Monsieur had the same foolish pride as du Trembky,*' said 
the barber, " why he might still marry Mademoiselle, and pursue 
his present fortunes. The Secretary to an Archbishop, a friend of 
the Prince of Cond^, is a far better match than a poor Chatelain 
with a ruined chateau and a muddy carp-pond, supposing the anti« 
quities of their families to be equal. I feel the President would 
receive Monsieur with open, arms." 

"lani thinking, Sieur Martin," said the Secretary with feigned 
gravity, ** that to nineteen men out of twenty, such a proposal as 
yours would result thus ; that the polite friend in the Archbishop's 
livery who ushered you to my door, would cudgel you soundly 
beyond the palace-gates." 

Jules looked rather abashed ; he knew not how far St. Maur was 
in earnest, but he still kept his ground, saying: 

•* 1 know I have been making a very delicate proposal, which 
not one man in twenty would dare utter, because he would not have 
your interest so much at heart as I have. Monsieur." 

" Begone, Jules," cried the youth, determined to get rid of his 
visitor before he grew angry with him. 

" But still reflect. Monsieur," remarked the barber, lingering near 
the door, if we once throw our chance away — " 

St. Maur pointed authoritatively to the door, which cut short 
Jules* argument. He was forced to obey, and left the apartment 
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CHAPTER XV. 

When I vecori wKhia my miuiiiig mina, 
Hie aoUe iMiaes eC wiy hte M wieht ia Iov«| 
Socb floleoe £»r pxytfelf tbewim Itad, 
>Li Aethiaf jomy «^ fixed ikari» meve. 

OA«coio!rli. 

Twiaitt'9iMnL homxB bed elapsed «nce tke hst canTersation witu 
tiie CoB^tor, and ^ Maur «p<as 4igam k the Pkrelate^s d<»et, 
«weitiii^ bis ratmn ftom Ae Hdtei de Chevriras^ When' de Retz 
appeared, he'eompkined<^ fatigue* «ad <if ike we^ht of caie upon 
hkmiikd. 

' '*A^ sdOH as th^ fltffidr df llie herald is de^tcfeied, "oee must res* 
«Qe the Frinee, or Ma^arin ym^^ prore an overmatch for us,** was 
the first remark he- uttered ; to which, after a pause, he added— 
^ Of ^hat avail is all oar ofever plottmg ? U the Prince were &ee> 
but for one day, he would efiect more than all that has heen donei 
smee tiio Caidinal played us that scurvy trick.*^ 

St. Maur perceired that his temper was ruffled ; and knovnng 
Ihat &e ueuid course of political events exercised but litde influence 
im his lively and vola^ mind, he attributed the change to some 
fresh storm at l!he Hotel de Chevreuse, or that lAe old quarrel had 
hroken oat afresh, tnstead of inquiring, as the yoUth expected, a 
teport of hii commis^on, de Retz indulged in a rambling train oi 
refiections, mixed w^ murmurs, and 'hitlf-confidential hints, as 
^ough he willed 1o be dra'Oni out on the subject of hk distress. ' 

** I am Watched, 8t Maur ; ^ete are ee^rei ^ies who track mo 
wherever 1 go/' said the Prelate. «« 1 have been tdd -fliis eve&ing^ 
t>f idl my actions ^iroaghout the day* In the ufteriioon, I went out 
privutely^— evcta fhkt was dtscDt«red,aad the dress I wore." 
' "*« The life of Monsigneur is too precious to be wantonly exposed 
without an escort; withm diese w^s he ia sale from all machina- 
tiohs,** remarked 1fci5 you^. 

«« Time alotie teaches skill,* said de Retz, brightening, ** and you 
have not the art of concealing your purpose. But I will give yoil 
my confidence. I admire your silence on the scene at the hotel, and 
may trust to your prudence.'* 

Recalling to the youth's recollection Mademoiselle's ebuOition of 
lage, he swd ake bore too haid upon him. Wasitnot enough tet 
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he paid her a homage and devotion which scandalized all Faire, ia 
the person of its future Archbishop ? Not that he cared for the 
scandal ; let that rest with both father and uncle, who would have 
him a priest But with respect to a man of his character, the lady 
to whom his knee was bent should have the forheacance not to ex- 
ercise too close a scrutiny over his coaduei and acUois. She would 
gain more from his geneioetty of nature, than by striving to storm 
him into constancy. The Duchess, he sai4> expected much through 
his interest, when the time arrived for the court to buy its peace 
with the Fnonde. But if he were to be slgwly coes^dat Ihe fire of 
Mademoiselle'a indignation, it were Wter he should break at qooe s 
though there was a fascinatioii and a charm in this youthful, wild^ 
and impetuous beauty» which he admitted he could not resist^ de- 
spite her want of decorum, and of the graces of cultivated society. 

His own life, he said with enthusiasm, was a fomance. There 
was nothing excelling, nothing equalling it, in the fictioaB-of the 
French, novelists ; and it pleased him to find a.being like babelja 
de Cbevreuse, whose very existence, in such a pdisbed era, was a 
mystery and a wonder. They were bom each ior the sake of the 
other. 8tiU, it behoved not even hev to tempt him too strongly to 
boeak his silken chaina It was only yesterifay, he pvoceeded to 
say^ that he had seep, while preaching at Notre JDame* a damsel 
whose face forcibly struck his fancy, as resembling the Clotildea 
and Ermengaides oi the darker ages, such aa are oft depicted in the 
monkish missals of the period^— innocent, yet high-minded and full 
of character. It was this admtration which brought destruction so 
near his head ; but if it had ended there, he should not have cared. 
Unfortunately, in talking^ to his ppn^ipal valet, a confident in hia 
love aflOdkirs, he found that the man knew the lady by sight, and had 
often seen her going to prayers, on lay days, to the Church of ISt. 
Paul and St. Louis, in the Kue St Antoine. 

Tempted, as the Coadjutor declared, out of revenge to Made*- 
moiselle, to see the unknown once more, he went pnvatelj this 
morning to the Church of St Paul, and had the felicity of being re- 
warded for his pains. He should have followed the damsel homel- 
and ascertained her name and lineage, had he not fouod himself 
most unexpectedly dog^ and watched by two men, who aeemed U> 
act independently of each other* but were cejrtainly both intent on 
watching his moticms, and who, as he had afterwards reason to sup- 
pose, knew his person, notwithstanding the disguise. He, therefore, 
ga^ up the attempt^ 9/xd should, in fotuic. bQ..sai4» employ iuft 



TSft PALAIS BOTJcZm 123 

yaltt, tibe Italian Joeoso^ ia makiog inquiries respecting the lady ; 
ior, he added, be woidd not be driven from ao^ pursuit he might 
undertsikei howerer willing he might be to be coa^ out of it 

On sapping) as usual, aJt Ihe Hotel, a fresh storm, he said, await- 
ed him, and the events of the day were detailed so sueQinetly, as to 
kave no doubt that Mademois^e, in her jealousy, ]iad emjdoyed 
spies. And such was his infatuation and weakness, as die Prelate 
admitted, that these trifling matters gave him more concern, and 
Texed his soul more, thiEm all the machinery of th$ Fronde. 

** But there is some portion of this adventure," continued de Retz, 
*' which you may throw light upon^ Jpcoso accompanied me to 
the church, and he now assures me that one- of the spies was ad« 
mitted to your apartment this evening.". 

* This was a rather startling announcement ^ it took the Secretary 
by surprise, and he could not help betraying an emotion which did 
not pass unpercelved. He saw that an. explanation was necessary, 
and told de Retz that the man with whom he had the interview was 
his countryman, whose fidelity he could vouch for, and who had 
been employed in gathering information respecting de Broussel. 

** Well, it is strange i" observed the Coadjutor, musing. <* I told 
you the men were not allies, and possibly your pioneer was led 
into a wrong scent But let me hear your report 1 quite foiget 
the. Fronde in these foolish adventures." 

Like many others similarly circumstanced, St Maur did not state 
how much was owing to his own industry, and how much to the 
pezseverance of his protSgi, but took the entire merit to himself, 
al^ugh acknowledging, as he indeed hiad already done in account- 
ing for the reception of Jules, that he had taken advantage of the 
services ol others. 

The inioffB)ation pleased the Coadjutor extremely. He admitted 
that he knew but little of the privnte concerns of these families 
of 'the Bobe, though de Broussers vanity he had certainly heard of 
before, and had built some hopes on that foundation, which was the 
cause of St. Maur's commission. Of I^iitippe du Tremblay he 
kaew nothing. 

•<But I am now safe with the President," continued de Ketz, 
« for the pride and poverty of this du Tremblay is a sure card in my 
hands. What can I offer him I There is nothing better I can think ' 
of than transferring Beauforfs friend to the. Pont de PArche, which, 
will be near his own lands, and giving du TVemblay the Bastille ? 
WhatlJdtak you, St Maur $ would m^t the oU man be pleased to 
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bate a 9(iit4n4sw Goveraor of thelAMtilk ? He'vraiilAIdoken the 
aj^ointment with comi^aoency, far the efiect of hiB inflnaice wooU 
be thus perceptible in tlie immediate ciiclt of his popidaritf*?* 

The Secretsury acquiesced in fbe piopriety oi the ofier, and the 
strength of fbe Coadjotoi's axvoDnents. 

** And be has an unmarried dan^ter ; and beatttiiid 1^ said 6b • 
Retz, Inquirmgljr. 

« It is no reported," lej^ied the flecfeUvy. 

<< Then do yoir m^urrj her/ Str Afear,^ cried de RelK, **«Dd le^ 
place the lost pleiad, du Pleseis, ^nith the Inr d« Br(Ni8Bel,and yoa 
shall have whatever the Fronde can pre* There are many pretty - 
faces claim kindled with the Faiiiameitt'* 

8t Maur cdomed in cantxtakm, mvkh unlike aa urehhishop^a 
secretary, and a coaftier of Anne of Austria. Twice in the samd 
day had this mateh been proposed, and he Iraew not whether tore* 
sent it most in the lorfly de Aeti nft the menial lales Maftin. 

f Well ! yon pause," cried the Cdadjator, laughing i ** but fe^ 
member, da Tremblay got over his scruples in marrying with the 
Robe. It was wise, for money is the prime morer. Ttie Frondv 
often stands still for the want of it. H if had sot been for the loan 
from Madrid, I know not what would become oi us* IVoopa musi 
be peud ; powder and rations cost money ; and though I strain my 
Jungs m the pulpit, ever to the tune of give, gire, ghie,oiir tieasury 
is empty* We must again resort to Spain." 

♦•I hope not I" exclaimed St Maur emphatically. 

•* That is bpoken like a Frenchman,** rejoined theCeodjwlor, «< and 
I honour you for ft ; but the Fronde shall not die while its poke 
can be fed, come the gold from whence it may. Yon may now le^ 
tire, but think of the old President's daughter.^ 

There was much for St. Manr to think of, and in the catalogue 
the l^sidenf s daughter might be included ; but the fair devotee of 
the Church of St FauFs taiS St. Louis gave faSm ntoch move con*' 
cem. It was very apparent she had attracted mote than the pass- 
ing admiration of de Het2 ; and from his knoira impetuosity and 
wildncss of character, it was e(^ual]y certain, as-he himself in eon-' 
fidence averred, that he would' gife the rein to liis passuNssy if il 
were only to mortify de Chevreuse. Impatient of eofitml and dis« 
dph'ne, though capable of givhig both day and night lo study and 
political pursuits, he was the reiy last man it> be dragooned into 
love and tidelity. 

Knowmg this, St Mauf foi«i9«ir danger 10/ Ibe object of teCoid- 
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JQtoi^s passion, (who bad also interested the Secretary more tbim he 
\ras himself conscioas of) and embarrassment to the Fronde and de 
Eetz from ti|ie anticipated effects of Isabelle de Chevreuse's exasper- 
ated jealousy. What was of still more puzzling character, and 
more immediately concerned the youth, was Jocoso's presumed dis- 
covery, that Jules Martin had been playing the spy on the disguised 
Coadjutor. . There was no clue to the motives for such a proceeding, 
if the valet were correct in his assertion ; but the barber was really 
such an eccentric, and in some degree pciesumptuous servant, that it 
. was useless speculating on his actions. St. Maur had, therefore, 
no alternative but to wait till the morrow, and resolve his doubts at 
the fountain-head ; even from the lips of the. barber himself. 

Impatient to clear up the mystery, he rose early, and went ta his 
new ally and aid-de-camp, whom h^ fortunately found at home,* 
and the shop free from customers or visitors. To the abrupt ques- 
tion of whether he had been in the Church of St Paul and St. Louis 
yesterday, the barber replied, with some confusion, that he certain- 
ly had been there ; Hut he much wondered how Monsieur knew it ; 
hut he was there for no unworthy purpose, merely following Made- 
^moisell^de firoussel and Josephine to prayers. 

«* How ?-r.what ? — de Broussel ?" exclairned St. Maup, in aston- 
ishment. A new light burst in upon him ; the fair unknown of 
Notre Dame, the youthful devotee so regular in her attendance at 
prayers at the Church of St Paul, could be no (^er than Made- 
moiselle de Broussel. 

On still farther questioning Jules, this supposition wasconfirmed. 
Little had he imagined, that the lady twice so unceremoniously pro- 
posed as a bride was already an object of his sympathy. As little 
could she imagine herself the cause of strife between the Coadjutor 
of Par^s and the fair scion of the house of Chevreuse ! What, 
thought he, will be the feelings of de Hetz, when he discovers that 
the damsel he hims^f is in pursuit of is the same he has recom- 
mended his Secretary to pay court to ? This thought induced a 
smile which very much relieved the anxiely of the barber, who had 
begim to suspect that he was the cause of some mischief which 
would destroy all the fine air-built castles of his imagination. 

It was accident, Jules declared, that caused him to quit the Presi- 
dent's house a few moments after Josephine and her young mispress 
had departed for prayers. He soon overtook them, and foeiog un- 
willing to be seen, having already gleaned from the worthy and 
eommuaicative housekeeper all he desiied« he. lipgsted behind,.ad- 
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miring, as lie assmed St Manr, fhe deganf figure and graceftil de- 
poitment of Mademoidelle, till they tnmed up theayenae leading to 
fbe charch. Quickening hi? pace, to make up for lost time, he was 
hurrying off, when he perceired that he was not a solitary admirer 
of the lady ; there were two men, who had apparently heen waiU 
ing her airiTal, and who foUowed her into Ae sacred edifice. . Hiat 
a lady of her heauty should he followed, he thought noways sur- 
prising ; but what certainly did astonish him was the curious cir- 
cui^stance, that the proceedings of these two men, who appeared 
like gentleman of quality, habited in the apparel of an humble class 
of society, were watched by a third party, a man dressed after the 
fashioD of a maitre d^hdtel, or major-domo of a family of rank. It 
was from a desire to see how the affidr would terminate, and to ren- 
der aid to the lady if necessary, that he Was induced to enter Ae 
ttitnch, where, unseen of the damsel and of Josephine, he watched 
all parties; though he believed that his purpose was suspected by 
the two gallants, from the scrutinising glances to which he was 
subjected. 

When Josephine and her charge left the chureh, he still, unseen 
by them, lingered in the rear, till he witnessed their safe entrance 
into the P^dent's house. Whilst performing the duties of escort, 
he noticed that the two associates, seemingly disconcerted at the 
scratiny to which they had been exposed, struck off in an opposite 
direction, after the shortest of the twain, a dark man, whose phy- 
siognomy he thought was not wholly strange to him, had taken one 
long fareweiU glance at the retiring damsel. The other man seem- 
*ed to hang on the footsteps of the pair, though at a very respectfol 
distance. 

It is a strange tale !" said the Secretary. 
Not more strange than true," replied the barber, widi an un- 
quiet glance at his auditor. ** How could Monsieur know I had 
been in the church ? Jour de Dieu / I often cast a look round, 
'but saw none but the two gallants busy with me.** 

" That must remain a secret, Jules," observed St. Maur ; " but 
why not tell me of this adventure last night .'*• 

The barber replied, that when he was threatened with the cud- 
gel for what he meant as a piece of service, bethought it time to 
l»eak off, and run away The youth spoke kindly to Jules, regret- 
tmg his hastiness, and acknowledging the good intentions manifeflt- 
ed in his actions, which should not fail of recompense. 

St Maur waa now anxious to leave the house, for thoughts 
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crovpded.eHthk i|^in4i which rendered his cdii>panio&'« ccmveisatioQ. 
irksome. He took a h&«ty departure, leaying an imjureesion with 
Jules, whether^ inte^tioaal or not^ ;hat he was not to desist irom 
.watching his>%4p|^ped. interest in the jfamilyof the President 

Away from tbi9j>arbisr's domicile, St. JVIaur had leisure to reflect 
4« Jhe j^resenit ^ba^rassing, yetsoBoewhal. ludicrous, state of his 
iortunes. - Would tibe Cpadjutor desist from designs on the damsd, 
|ci>owing her to be M»di(cnc|^le de l^ousseli Doubtless he would, 
ior the coherence of the Frpi^de depended on the amicable relations 
established between its chiefs ; and it was at this very juncture an 
especial object with dd 'S<tz tto kec^) on good terms with the Psesi- 
4ienl. But shcmid^- Maur inform him of the discovery? Theze 
were many reasons he should ; it* would clear up the mystery at- 
tached to tiie qM circumstance of any retainer or dependant of his 
heing a spy on the actions of the Prelate. 

But then fdde revolted from the thought ! De Rets having propo- 
sed the kdy te the Secretary, although the views of the latter were 
very far from harmonijzing with the Prelate^arecommendatioa, yet 
he reflected, that if he were to inform him o| her name and quali- 
fy, it would have the a|>peaian0e of a wish to^eter the Coadjutor 
Irom his pursuit. 

St. Maiir had« touch <^ tbe spirit of kis ancestors, and felt that 
if the lady of his affections were subjected to the libertine addresses 
of a man like de Retz, he would prefer deciding his pretensions at 
ihe swocd'A point t^any more humming mode of terminating the suit 
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Mais quand le penple est maitre en n'c^it qu'en tuaislte; 
La yoix de la raison jamais xiq se eonsulte^ 
Les honnettrs sont vend as plus ambitious, 
L^iitorit6 lirre att plus seditieux j 
Get petits Muveraiai jqu'il /ait pour une annee 
Voyant d'un temps si court leur puissance born&e, 
Des plus heureux desselns font avorter le fruit, 
De peur de les laSsser a celvi qui ies suit. 

COKfVElLX.C 

Srr, Maztr was in the same stateof indecision when he wiutcd Oia 
the Coadjutor in the evening ; he had not framed any sa^factory 
Implies to the questions which he expected would be 9aked» and vmB 
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obliged to lesve tfie aflmr, as k often done hy wiser hwidw, to fte 
0(dodonof tbe cbapter of acdienlB^ 

Acddcnt befiiended lum on tbe occataoD, fat de Rets ittmned 
ifom Ae Hdtel acc«in]iamed by de Beanf cirt» and seveial others of 
lesser note of the Fionde. Tb» wstul good loitane of the Coadju- 
tor was manifested in the seeset inlrifigence wbiek he had jnft re- 
ceived from St. C3ood,tfaat Ae King's herald wo«Id he at the galea 
of pEffison themonow; his Iriendi were theiefoieanzioiis to make 
the most of tfie intervening^ time, and all minor matters were for- 
gotton or laid aside. 

Bf tbe discnssion which ensiied> St J^nr kaned timt de 
BroussePs sympathies widi the interests of the Flnrnde had been 
strengthened in the way pointed out by,and"lhroqgh the agency ctf» 
de Retz. Da Trerabhiy was gained oirer by tiie pionise of the 
GovemoiBhip of the Bastitte, Mid throng his repreeenlations, and 
Madame dn Tremblay*9 entreaties, the old IVesideiit hod been 
obliged to forego his wish lor a reconcSialion virith the conrt The 
secret of the hendd^s intended snauaons was confided only to de 
Beanfort, and one or two oAer of unwavering^ aUegiance ; the 
means by which the Coadjntor mtended to w(»k, required that it 
should not«be divulged until a particular jonctiue Besides, as he 
remarked to the Dnke, if the Chndinal was aware that the card he 
was about to play was known to kis enemies^ he might change hia 
iphms. 

Tbe defibeiations upon this, aad other important matlers, com* 
pletely shut out allusion to die private concerns of St Manr and the 
Coadjutor. The Secretary had also work sufficient to engage him 
till the next momii^, and ioigot, in the anxiety attendant on bin 
duties, Iflolme, tbe fair de Btoussd, and her gay, profligate admirer, 
and all tibe emharmsmng strains of thought which had of late oocu- 
pkdhiamiad. 

To have seen de Retz after a nigiit of toQ, spent in writing, dic- 
tating, and in secret consultation with his compeers, with unimpair- 
ed straigth of body and vigour of n^llect, pieparing himself for 
tbe labours of an eventful day, no one coidd have be£eved it possi- 
ble that the alert, subtle, ecdesiaatic, i^ whose beck IMs took up 
or laid down its arms, wasthe slave of a wild giii, such as Isabelle 
de Cbevieose. St Maur, who had seen him, in the hour of weak- 
ness, shrinking from the rage of an inf oriafe vixen, now stood be- 
lore a man, conaciousof despotic power, reveUmg in te strength of 
the peojj^li wiU» and confidHH of vidoiy. 
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Tk^Cbaoib^ of Parliament waatte ^elfCNieii awna for tbe disfilay 
of Ilia ekxiuence on this day, and St Manr had inatrudioiiA to le* 
|)air.thither9. alter executing xBoadry coaittifioions intrusted to Im 
caie. 

The subordinate leaders and scout-masttta bad received orders* 
late in the evening, to muster the people early on the iporrow, and 
cause as much excitement as possible in the populace, so that they 
might be ripe and ready for any movement of the chiefs. The Se- 
creiaiy, thoelore) Was prepared to find the streefis crowded, and the 
pul^c j^aees occupied by bands of citizens, artisans, and the usual 
traitt -ol the inarket»-«nd hudcsters' stalls^ £very one was inquir- 
ing the cause of the assemblage of which he himself fornoed a part, 
seemingly unconscious that the question would be best resolved in 
the motive which indtiCed the questioner to stir abroad. 

About the hour of ten, there appeared a gradual concentration 
towards the Hdtel»de- VUle ; .eveii the epace underneath the Immze 
e^tue on the Pont-Neuf, ithed^ily resort of orators^ baUaii^inoogers, 
find venders of ready-made dinners and destirli, was abandoned, ^e 
mob^ without knowing why, acted by a common impulse, and felt 
Itself impelled towards the formerstation, juid the simple ioit^pKrand 
active Frand^jur were cairied alon|(^ with the stieenu The emissariea 
of the factiou^were so well disciplined as to bfr enabled^ by unos- 
tentatiously heading the various groups, to^direct (heir movenentSi 
and lead them to Jha intended scene ot o^mtion. ^ 

St Maur, who at the above-named hour was crossing the bndge, 
found himself in the slowly-mpving crowd, and as his progxsss was 
ccmsequently much retarded, he amused himself in atodyaig the 
department of the compatriola, and lialening to the medley of their 
discourse* A chanson was struck np, in whu^ his own name oc- 
curred. I^ smiled, as the words brought to mkid the event on 
which it was founded, and which had excited both the attention 
and ridicule of the Pari«ans». It related to the condliatory, but 
iaiaX, overture which he carried f roin Maaarin to the Prince of 
Coad4 ; the words» which several timeS' caught his ear from the 
group now singing* were 

Btkfife a manches de velottrs iioir> 
BortoH le grand Monslenr 8t. Maur. 

These were the initiatory lines of the song, but formed also the 
chorus to the followmg vefKe8;«nd as the Secretary heard his 
Aame» ever and aaon» echoing over the quiet waters of tha Seine> h« 



190 tat mjkis rotaXh 

was ID gieat doiAt whetitor it ymre intended as com^ftimentary to 
bis prefienee, or the remit of accident He eould not determine 
whether he Were leoogilfBed or not, and was only recalled from the 
dilemma, by a voice shouting from behind, in tones once very fami- 
liar, and not yet foi^^en, 

Conde. rentre dans ton devoir. 
Si tn ne Teiix qa^ te devore. 

He look^ back, and Ibe extended hand of Goarviik was already 
on his shoulder. As they saluted each other, to all appearanoe 
very cordially, the master of the horse conti^tted in his loud .rongh 
voice, 

C^t an tigre aflbaig de Mnff, 
Quand il combat aa |premi«r raog^ 
Que c« brave Monsieur St. Maur. 

*< Silence I GourviHe,** cried 'the youth angry at the publicity of 

the rencontre, '^ or by St. ^* and* the Secretary paused, imwill- 

ing to indulge in. the oath already on his lips; 

** By St Maur, you would say," rejoined the master of the horse ; 
** as good a saint to swear by as any in the calendar ; that is," he 
continued, dropping his voice, " tfsuch a saint be found there.** 

After a few words of explanation, as their route was the same, 
they agreed to accompany each other, and St Maur was not sorry 
to walk under convoy of this formidbUe and enthusiastic officer of 
the Prince of Cond6^ * He pushed aside the htggtng passengers, 
called to others to make^room, a&d opened a much quicker path for 
himself and his ^^oung* friend, than the latter would ever have at- 
tempted on his own behalf, had the emergency been ever so pressing. 

The arms and equipment of the desultory tram called forth con- 
stant remarks from Gourville. It looked as though the bearers had 
{ducked them at hazard from walls and cupboards, where they had 
lain rustiBg for many a year ; lances which had graced the tih-yani, 
axes of M date, and swords and matchlocks of all eras and fash* 
ions — a formidable array to encounter the Marshal Tnrenne, should 
he assault the city, as the master of the horse observed. 

" And look, St Maur," he continued, " at that boy with the gilt 
cuirass, and the figuie of an angel or his breast. Depend upon it 
he is the contingent furnished by your old host. La Motte» of the 
Golden Angel." 

And the Secretary did take the trouble of looking, for he was 
dose to tha wearer of the caimss; hut what <3oqit^ had mlstft- 
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Wti for kti angfel; wsdi Ae lieatiii^ reHero of si monir, «hd linder* 
toeath, in liirge letters, were the words, J^ques Clement. 

This ij^as the nlime of a Dominican monk, who kOled Henry 
tbe lUtrd for his supposed apostacy, as St. Mferart knowledge of 
history enabled hin\ to inform Gonmlle, an<! wfio, faa^g been put 
to death by Henry's miccesdor, was canonhred b}* the catholic- party. 

"Ifs a reliqne of the Lea^ej^'said the master of the horse, 
laughing; "wait awhile, and we shall «ee the swoid of Charie- 
liiagne or the lanc^ of Sfrl LouiSi** 

Milliners and taifors had invented articles of dress d la Froride 
without number^ tbese -^ere left to tfie taste and discretion of the 
wearer t but th^ Ftondc hn posed on all its members, the assump- 
tion of Cdnd^s favourite colour, the Isabflle-Mue, which might be 
esthibitied in eiliier scarf , featber; or mantle. > 

It wasihe ludhtcm of the day lor people of quality — ^asffae phrase 
wentthen-^-towear a short cloak or mantle, fastened closely round 
the neck, and hanging in folds around the body, selddm reaching 
86 low as tiie knee. Orer it was worn a tiollar of Tich fece, open 
in fit)nt, and fastened with a jewel,* whMtrom beneath fell the tas- 
sels of the cloak, ft wtis a chosen mode with the gallants of the 
Fronde to have the strings and taseefe Of Conde's eolour ; and a 
blue-tinted feather mingling with' the white oStridi-wteath which 
dung round the hat. The burgesses, and others of similar rank, 
fcdlowing the "same fashion of garments, likewise adoptefd the emble- 
matic colour in tbetassdsand cloak^buttons, but making little or no 
display of lace and feathers, and the colour of the doak being gene- 
rally of black, or some other sober hue — contrasting unfavourably 
with the wiiite toid diab doth of the noblesse: ^ in^rint of the 
Fronde was. net «o legible in ' their ensaniie. Ail daases, even to 
the water<4!9rriers and charcoal-burBeis, wfth their tatteeed cloaks^ 
adopted the prevailing cotoiir^ m. some ebape. 

Gourviile and St. Maur, habited in iaght-colomed mantles; were 
yet fvrther dia^agniahed, as doseiy altied to Ocmd^, by the broad: 
Utts seacfs wUclh iiiey wore across the breast, and which were 
conspicuous under the opening of the upper gannent.- This g^ 
j^hunage- aided vary mnah the exertions of the jnaater of the horse 
in forcing a way through the crowd ; the populace very pditdy 
riiraak fkom soiliag-tSie dodKsvf l!ie gaUbntsby contact with their 
own dirty ha^ShaeaiB. There was a self-expressed inferiority in 
tkfiee revdteis, sack as might be imagined of haiaMe delf in dia^ 
Ipresence of pomdaiiii/iHiiisk easteifited ftingulaily mth tiie c«odi^ 



tkm f4 i^Ms^ arms o^aiiiBt a dgmwCy qU 4S the city itBoIf. B^l 
the Fienck peoj4e bad n«t then lost their respect for geutle bkth 
and aiusestial authority ; . anoth^ ceotary aad a hall of. ucoewaided 
toil and bard^%^ was wanting to grind Ihe Jeeiiag out ol their hearts^ 

Alter ciQsaifig the bri<^ the t>'ro couqtamoos eontinoed along 
the qua^B^ walking with Jiuwe £ieed<»x^.as the crowd was not m> 
denae* ti^ the turuin^^ which opeos into the Flace ol the Hotel-de- 
Tille, hiursl upon the view. On many occasions, daring the FroDde^ 
the auditory had been addressed f rooQi the windowa of this ancient 
pile, but now, a stage of rostnim waa erected in front of the hotel, 
and accoounodatjon prepared lor the orato|^ With wach ejurtion^ 
and c(ffilinttal applicalipo of hisibetodcal powers^ GoinnFille.ioiced 
a way for hifosell and St Maiur^ to within a short distance of ther 
stage. The Secretary, during their walk', bad anfprbinately con- 
fessed that he had aever heai;! de Beaalort address the people, 
thougb he had often been spmised, by the stvaogf». remaidLs and odd 
sayings of the princely orator in connoil^ 

** You ere but a milk-and-wate^ Frondear after att l" eried Ckrasr 
TiUe, when he had succeeded in dragging his companioQ> tor the spotr 
fie afiecled to treat the youth in precisely the saDQe|Nitronu(ing styla 
adopted when St Manr was a haflg»-oi> at the Hoilel de CosM ^ 
but this was an error of jadgmenty as well as want ci, oooslesy and 
politsneas, and the Secietary was indignant, tbQi^ silent. *< Yoo 
lave foigotten my lesson on the Quai dcs Otfhn» with the gold-* 
smith,. QV it woaid aevei have been written, as dw soqg saya^ 

Moasietn' Sk Mafur ceiis«nt & Is pejx>* 

These wonb, which formed part of the efUnuim avofteard by 
tfia-yoath on the bridge of the Fbnt Neol, were song by Gonnriller 
in the off>ha&d, careless tone assomed by the lower giadtf ol the 
FrondeurS) and St Mnr was provofced ^ ^outnaue. 

** I mli wtit lor Monsieur de Beaufort, as it is your pleasure,?^ 
ttid Ibe SeoKtaty , endeayoasing to assume a cakuness wli^ be dii 
M)t leel ; •* but when the'oomedy is oivevr we wiil mUnrmd setder 
the ceikhtiona mi our figure inleieouise;'' 

•« Are you angry ?" asked GiQ«ir?iUe> caetiBg. 9 caKtesB glnce af 
iie youth. 

St. BfeNrr fraaangry ; hup j%ht glava haA beevdisWB' ftom hiar 
land n oridP B iU d ly , and when GbunriUeqMikerhrwaa about totlrwar 
it^; hot the cool iasoknce of Condt^ crfkial wee so provokiiic^ 
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„ Whe&er Gourville anticijiated the action or not, hk ready fingera 
caught the uplifted arm, and |irerented the blow. . 

<* It is well done, St« Maiur, and I ask your foi^givoiessf'* said the 
Gascon m an altered tooe* " Till now I never had faith in you^ 
^e Prince had, and it ^eems he has more distcemment than I. If 
your honcrttr be notaatlsfied with le«0, Jean 6otiri^« will feel happy 
in the distinction of meas&ripg swofdB with M (msieur St* Maur ; 
but now, or hereafter, I am ready to eonfeoe the wrong, and ehall 
ieel proud of yottr friendship.*' 

St. Maur was well pkaaed to accept- the amende^ though he cer« 
^nly could not perceive the wisdom of the proceeding of kisulting 
a man as a prelude to a closer intimacy or frieiidshi|i. But he te* 
fleeted, compassionately, that the nature of GoorviUe was so insolent 
and overbearing, that he could not easily associate courage, or a 
sense of honour, with a qiiiet demeanour. Tliey were, therefore, 
through the forbearance of the youth, friends agiun ; and the appear- 
ance of the Duke of Beaufort on the roiftriim or hustings, put an end 
to farther excuses and apologies. 

The vast assemblage which thronged around the speaker was 
composed of fearful materials ; men, whose saynge, discontented 
looks, and n^iged df^s», bespoke poverty and crime. Among ihiB 
class might be recognised the disbanded soidief; accustomed to ra«^ 
pine in war, and in peace too indolent to woric, lurking after the 
footsteps of honest industry, and ready to pounce on spoil wherever 
the chance o^red. By his side stood the timid, though mover adroit 
vagabond of the metropolis, accomplished id the whole art andmys« 
lery of petty, larcenies and pilfering8« ^ 

The gentier sex were not absent when Beaufort showed his face« 
More honest than the m€fn, their passions were more violent^ 
Mazarin they Would have torn in pieces, the Palais Hoysd they 
Would have burnt to ashes ; and the Queen— there is no divining 
what they would have done with her Majesty ; but £^e was detest' 
ed«.a^a fsdse, disloyal woman, heaping favours upon a foreigner, 
whilst the children of the soil were starving. 

Les iames des haUes, or market- wom^ii, the pmssonniirtiSf or fish-* 
Tenders, to use the most polita.£!ngUah term, have heen ever a dau" 
gerous class, and were as much dreaded at Uiat period by Anne of 
Austria, as they afterwards wese by Marie Arrtoinetto. Vet these 
female furies were the afoet delighted of de Beaufor^is auditory, the: 
most easily led by his ^coraitric elo^tfenee, and with whom he would 
iBOfe leadily have tvagledhiflUfa, thaa with the adviseis andcowM 

1% 
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©illors of the polite Court of Anne. If hi© success with this claas 
were at all a secret, it is a secret easily mastered. They were hard* 
working women, often with large families to support, perhaps in- 
dolent husbands to maintain, the labours of the day being mostly 
Undergone whiJst people of condition were still asleep. They felt 
the burden Of the task ; there was no help, no relief, no prospect 
that years of penury and labour would afford repose. The feelings 
might be blunted to the want of daily necessaries ; but tjie heart 
was tremblingly alive to the inequality of fortune, to the oppression 
which ground to tie dust the families of the poor, exempted' the 
clergy and noblesse from taxation, and which caused the entire 
burthens of the state to fall upon the lowest and weakest classes. 

No wonder that the voke of the Buke of Beaufort-^the grand- 
son, though illegiti»ate, of the good King Henry-^should be wel- 
come, when pteaching good tidings to the poor. Distressing only 
is it to reflect that he had no sympathy with the feelings he created. 
To obtain the miaetable poist'bf the Admirality, he was willing to 
awaken vain hopes in the bosoms of his victims; to delude one 
class, whil^ he su^red interminable ridicule at the hands of his 
own. 

But these are the refleotions of posterity; Let tis return to the 
man as he stood before the Parisian populace, the attractive hero of 
Ae Fronde, the orator par excelltnce of the people, h Roi des 
halleSy'Of King of the market-places, as he was called. 

As we have elsewhere said, Beaufort was of commanding Btature, 
with features which corresponded with his height ; a nobleman in 
all the outward marks of jiobility; condescending, familiar, and 
alive to the habitB of life, the manners, necessities, and peculiar 
language and dialect of the Parisian lower Masses ; but deficient in 
true nobility of soul, and even deficient, when in contact with his 
compeers, of many of the habits and ways of speech of honourable 
and civilized society. 

*' My friends,** he exelaimed, looking around, and saluting the 
female portion of the audience, ** the blessings of a July morning 
upon your sweet faces ! Pftris is our own, from the Arsenal to die 
Cour de la Reine. No Insolent whippere-in to ilogus from the' 
path of a wanton woman when she choosee to take the air!** 

" But we want bread for our children !** cried one oi the female 
auditors ; ** tell us, Beaufort, where we can get that V* 

** You do want bread," continued the Duke, " and be witness io 
mj effiuts at Chaieoton, where we lost so many good 
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..die city; i^ straitened, it 19 not my. fault But yon will want bread 
as long as that infamous Italian has foot on French ground. Tlie 
Parliament put a phee on his head, but he is stiU alive — fifty thou- 
sand croNvns 1 The same sum did Charles the Ninth award to 
whoever should bring the head of the traitor Coligni ; and that 
amount has our good Parli£^nent prockumed for the skull of that Ita- 
. lian wolf, Mazarin.'* 

f • J would do it for fifty crowns/* shouted a desperado. 

*' What oredit has he with foreign Courts ?" continued the orator ; 
" about Ss much as a chance cur at a butcher*s shop ! And what 
good does he do for you at home ? You all take your dinner, as 
the be^er does, under his cloak, instead of asking friends to par- 
take. My royal grandfather — may the Saints protect his soul ! — 
hoped the day would come when every Frenchman, and every 
Frenchwoman too, would have a pot on the hearth, and a fowl to 
put in it I" 

** Long live the memory oi the good Henry, and long live his 
grandson \^ was echoed in reiterated plaudits from the crowd. 

" And long live King Louis ! 1 would say/* cried the Duke. 
. << Let us hope he may prove a second Henry .* And death to the Ita- 
lian who keeps him in bondage !'* 

He then proceeded to expatiate in a similar strain upon his own 
and their loyalty to the youthful Louis& deprecating the reproach 
thrown oi;t by the Court, that they were at war with their rightful 
Sovereign. It was the object', he said, of the Italian to instil into 
the mind of the young Monarch, that they were traitors and rebels ; 
and he was sorry to declare to his friends that there was a consider- 
able party in the parliament who were anxious to enter into a con- 
8ultatioi\ with the Court, even while Mazarin was still in office ; 
and finally to buy their peace, by delivering up the city to the ven- 
geance of the Italian, and the spiteful Regent. 

" Give up the names of the traitors !" was shouted by a hundred 
voices. 

Beaufort declared that he would riot brand -them so publicly, 
through motives of compassion ; for he feared, if he did, his fair 
friends, les dames des holies, would go to their houses and infiict 
summary vengeance. But he pointed out what would prove a far 
more effectual mode of proceeding, which was to surround the pa- 
lace-house of the parliament, and by the demonstration of their an- 
ger, ovemwe the disaffected t<^ the Fronde, that is, the Court party, 
into compliance with the wish of the majority, which was to keep 
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no tenns with the Court, so long as the Italian had a footing In ihft 
kmgdom> ' 

" My friends*" he continued, •« a little bird flx)m St Cloud came 
iflying to me this morning with a new trick of the Italian. Signor 
Faqiunoeo has persuaded his master to send a hemld in his habit of 
war, with a trumpet, this very morning, to the gates of the city. 
Jour de Dieu ! are we at war with our King ? A man must have 
a faith as gaping as the middle arch of the Pont-Neuf to believe 
that. But mark the cunning of the Scaramouche ! He ]^ows the 
Parliament and the loyal people of Paris will be anxious to receive 
With joy and humility a message from &eir liege lord ; and now 
this cheating vagabond will trium{)h ! It would go abroad that a he- 
rald had passed and repassed between the tCing and the people of 
Paris ; and we shotQd hove the odium allachedto traitors flung upon 
us all. 

** No, Messieurs ! much as we love the King, we must not re- 
ceive the herald, or entertain his message ; but send him back with 
protestations of fidelity^ and a message to Faquin6so> to grease his 
boots for a long journey !'* 

He then regretted that the Court party in the Parliament would 
advocate the reception of the herald, unless the long aims of his 
friends could reach them. 

The single object of the address was how apparent to the com- 
prehension of all \ it was that the populace should invest the old 
palace in vrhich the parliament held its sittings) and by intimidation 
and threats of violence, overawe those members of the corps, who 
were either partisans of the Queen, or whose disinterested opinions 
inclined them to snatch at every chance of peace which oflfeted* 

St. Maur, who had received orders to be near the person of the 
Coadjutor, while the Prelate was in the chamber of parliament, fore- 
saw the approaching storm in that direction, and resolved to reach 
his post while the path was still open. He therefore took a hasty 
leave of Gourville, and* before the latter had time to question or 
Withhold him, mingled in the crowd and disappeared. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Am •je w1m)#o judgment no allbci eonld blind ^ 
Fliendi to allure^ and foes to reconcile; 
Whose piercing look did repre s ent t mind 
l^llh Ylctiio Iranghft, rapoiad, ToM ofgnite. 

8onnsr» 

* 

Tbs fli'ttiogB of the parliament, as we have elsewhere intimated* 
were held in the Palace 0! Justice^ known generally hy the simple 
appeUation of le Palats; a very ancient and irregular edifice, con- 
tainii^ halls 9^ chambers of surpassing architectural skill and 
beauty, yet the taut'ensgmble of the building was deficient in pro* 
peitioR and design. Both the exterior and interior were also dis- 
figured hy the petty shops reared against its yenerable walls, and the 
appropriation of many of the gallerisa within to the purposes of traffic 
and debauchery. It was in fact an assemblage of towers and buildiga 
of all srasf to .the antiquary teeming with historical interest ; every 
lower, erery chamber, with its legend or tale, recalling personages 
and events of othei^ days. Many of these apartments were now 
converted to base and mercenary purposes, and occupied by a claia 
who were strangers to the romance which yet hovered over the 
scenes of their eariy history. La grande taUe, as it was called, 
was a vast apartment, composed of two imqiense parallel naves, 
vaulted with stone> and separated by a row of arcades which rested 
on piUaiSf and were decorated with Doric pilasters, and lighted only 
1^ aiehed windows at the extremity of each nave. Here resorted 
advocates^ procureura, clients, venders of every description of por- 
table merchandise; thegaysoubrette to attract the admiration of the 
youthful covocillor in his passage to the a^'oining pourts ; the pro- 
vincial seigneur wasting his means in the prosecution of a law-suit ; 
and the squalid ruined client, loitering moodily in the scene of his 
early hopes. It had acquired, pro1»bly in relation to its being 
haunted by the last-named class, the soubriquet of the hall of Lost 
Footsteps, It was also used as a place of assignation, by those who 
could not ofiord to wait^the hour of a^^intment in a house of en- 
tertaiuHient From it are entrances into the different courts of jus- 
tice, the court of xequesta, the court of aids^ and of the grand cham- 
ber of paiiiament 

Since the eonneiiGWient of the tipublesof the Fronde, there had 
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been hnt few pnvsEte dectsions promulgated by the courts. They 
bad all united for politkal purposes, foTming what was called the 
GivncI Chamber, to whiefar the peers and dignitaries of the church 
bad the privilege of access, and of joining in the deliberations. 

It >vas on this assembly that de Retz intended to operate, with the 

mme motive^ liioiigfa in a different style, as de Beaufort in address- 

in^ bis aoditoiy in the public plaees. The majority were certainly 

FrondetfTs, and the general feeling was excessivel}'- bitter against 

Ma^ariii and his intendant of finances, d'Emeri, for creating and 

celling so many new offices, and thereby lessening the profits of the 

old fanctionaries ; but there were members of good reputation and 

^Wacter, who desired to act independently of faction, aird these 

were feared for their persumed leaning towards peace and itseond- 

Hation. 

When St. Maur entered the old hdl, there were evident tokens 
that the Parliament was sitting. It was occupied by eerrants, lac- 
queys, and retainers of the dignitaries, spiritual and temfponi], who 
were engaged in the Grand Chamber, for it was already past the 
hour of meeting. Occasionally there was seen a president, or mas- 
ter of requests, in his robes of office, eiideavottring with the aid of 
servants, to force a passage through the idle crowd; anxious te 
make up by bustie for lost time, yet evincing the utmost care to 
prevent the flowing robes and permque suffering by contact with 
the mob. 

The liveries of the house of Retz de Gohdi were conspicuous in 
the throng ; the men well armed as was the custom, and headed by 
the Italian valet, Jocoso, a tall, thin, datk-e^d fellow, whose face 
indicated more pretensions to cunning than honesty, and who, as 
soon as he saw St. Maur, informed him that Montwigneur had 
charged him to tell Monsieur the Secretary to wait in the retiring^ 
room behind the Grand Chamber, till the sitting was concluded. 
For himself, he added, that he was commissioned by the Coadjutor 
on a service which would require the assistance of two of the lae- 
queys, and he only waited St. Maitf*B appearanee, to depart on the 
errand. The other men, fae said, were all in attendanoe, with or- 
ders not to leave the hall, and to be ready if occasion served. 

The apartment appointed by de Betz as the post of St Maur, 
was used as a waiting-room for the friends of the digiiitarieB, and 
was far removed from the confusion of the outer-hall. It was con- 
trary to etiquette for strangers to be admitted to the deliberate ait- 
Itogs of the parliament, and Ae teeretary wbb IhomlMe diprifid of 
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the opportunity of witnessing what passed within, fint the con- 
stant egress and ingress of members of the corps summoned to a 
momentary conference with some friend or partisan, and the occa- 
sional appearance of the tishers, and other officers; afforded the 
secretary and others similarly circumstanced,' the (^ahce of gather- 
ing a detail of the proceedings from time to time. 
* The Coadjutor, it v^is ascertained, had not spoken ; his hour had 
not arrived. By and by, there was obserrable a bustle and stir 
among the officials, and it was whispered that a messenger had ar- 
rived from St. Cloud with orders from his majesty. St. Maur,who 
of course was in the secret, smiled at this verison of the a£&ir; pre- 
sently, however, a more correct detail of the occurrence circulated 
from mouth to mouth : — ^thi& King^ herald, tabardfed and accompa- 
nied by a trumpet, was at the gate St Antoine, awaiting permission 
to deliver his message to the parliament. His arrival, as one of the 
usheite informed the Secretary, had caused a great stir aihong the 
members, and a violent debate was commencing.' 

After the lapse of an hour, news came that it was expected the 
herald would be received — for the chief president, de MoU, had, in 
a speech of niuch firmness, declared for bis reception, which had 
strengthened and encouraged the peace-party and the friends of the 
court. 

' For awhile, all was quiet in (he retiring-room, and its occupants 
loitered about, or sought amusement in the outer-hall. But it was 
toon evident that all Was not so quiet in the Otand Chamber ; shouts, 
cries, clapping of hands, and other demonstrations of excitement, 
were audible, even where St. Maur and his fellow-listeners stood. 

Word was brought that de Reiz had made a display of eloquence, 
vehement and revengeful; ffitigjng defiance' at the chief President, 
and all who sided with hinii^ He had, it was supposed, lost temper 
at the unexpected and vigorous opposition to the views of the 
Fronde; and it wad now talked <^, that the Court must have secret- 
ly communed with its adherents, as they acted in concert, and with 
address, receiving every encouragement fr6m de Mol^, whose up- 
r^htness of character, and high station, carried great weight 

There was another interval, and after awhile, cries were again 
heard ; but they came from another quarter ; they were from with- 
out, from the court-yards of the palace, and from the surrounding 
streets. It was the united cry of thousands, uttering threats of ven- 
geance upon the Pai^iament. The news spread rapidly through the 
palace, Bui soon eame to the ears of St. Maur^— realizing his appie- 
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hensioDS whilst listening to de Beaufort— that the edifice was com- 
pletely iavested, and the lives of sJl within at the mercy of the 

mob- 
In the Chamber of Parliament, it was said, the confasion and 
violence were quite as great ; angry bickerings, challenges, and 
open insults, were bandied between the two parties ; whilst the 
more timorous were beseeching the chief President to grant the peo- 
ple their demands. 

Tenor began to seize upon those who, like the Secretary, weie 
connected with the Parliamentary corps, and many left the chamber, 
mingling with the lacqueys and attendants in the hail of the Lost 
Footsteps* afiaid of sharing the fate of the gentlemen of the robe* 
and hoping for some loo|>-hole to escape. Others, and among this 
class we must include St Maur, stayed for the purpose of succour- 
ing their friends. 

The Secretary knew that his master had nothing to fear at the 
hands of the populace; but he might be struck down in the miliep 
or receive his fate from the weapons of the court party. He there- 
fore left the retiring-room, and gave orders to the Coadjutor's people 
to keep together, and avwding brawls with any one, be on the aleit 
to assist Monseigneur in case of emergency. On his return he as- 
certained that Beaufort's mob had caught several members of the 
Robe, and had sent them to the chamber, with a plain intimation 
that if the Parliament did not immediately come to the conclusion of 
dismissing the herald unheard, the palace should be fired, and the 
obnoxious members* if they escaped, put to the sword. 

It was evident that Mazarin's gold had been flowing plentifully 
in certain quarters, and that the Court had been operating secretly 
and strongly with a view to a division in its favour on this daji 
for when de M0I6 declared, on receivii^ the message, that he would 
not take the law from the canadUt but would die on his seat rather 
than submit, the party adverse to the Fronde had the hardihood to 
second the resolve, and even to menaca personally de Betz's friends. 
St Maur*s experience confirmed this opinion : for he observed 
that of those about him, there was scarcely a friend of the Coadju- 
tor present, and many remarks were let drop inimical to the party ; 
whilst in the outer-hall, retainers qi those supposed to be attached 
to the Court, !Prere mustered in great numbers. It was very evident* 
he thought, that both Mazarin's pcuty and thatof de Betz hadeach, 
unknown to the other* spared for the occasiont and that the Co- 
adjutor stood io the wqise position^ lor aUhoui^ he had pUumed 



de Beattfdrf» proceedings') and had conflnned sereral wayering 
Frondeurs by promises, yet as he wished it to remain a secret that he 
had anticipated the arriyal of the herald, the prepamtions for his per- 
sonal safety, in the midst of enemies, were necessarily very limited* 

The report of fire-arms was heard, and intelligence flew from the 
outer'hall to the apartments and lobbies adjoining the Qfrand Cham- 
ber, that the mob had lighted torches in their hands, and were be- 
coming Very impatient- St. Maur cast an eye on the assemblage 
present to observe the effect of the news. Several declared 
that if they fell, de RetK, who was the author of all these cala- 
mities, should not fescape. "fhc error of tis own party, in not 
better providing for the safety of friends within the palace, was 
every moment growing more evident, and St. Maur was debat- 
ing whether it werfe not the wisest course to throw of! restraint, 
and muster the lacqueys of the Coadjutor within the apartment^ 
when an usher made his appearance, having just quitted the Grand 
Chamber, and said that de MoW, at the earnest entreaties of many 
of the members, desirous of saving their own lives, and of preserv- 
ing the edifice, had consented, at the last moment, to depute an usher 
to the mob, to assure the people that the herald should be dismissed 
Unheard ; but he first required that the Coadjutor should go forward, 
and induce his friends to lay aside their arms, and ensure a safe 
conduct for the officials of the Parliament in their way to the Porte 
St. Antoine. 

Whilst comments were passing from mouth to mouth on these 
proceedings, the folding doors of a lobby, which divided the retir- 
ing room from the grand chamber, were partially opened, just suffi- 
cient to allow the Coadjutor to protrude his dark head, his body 
and shoulders remaining in the lobby. Casting his eye round, he 
called aloud to St. Maur to approach. The youth quickly obeyed 
the summons, but before he reached the doors, he perceived that 
some one in the lobby was jamming them together, and caught the 
neck of dc'Retz, as in a vice. 

«« Haste I haste ? St. Mauf , or I am lost," cried the Pelate, his 
dark visage growing blacker; "they will strike at my back." 

ITie youth flung himself forward; and essayed with all his. 
strength to release the Coadjutor, but in vain ; the doors were held 
fast by a superior force to his own, and he heard a voice crying to 
others to come and poignaM de Rctz in the back, for he bad caught 
him in a trap. 

«* Once again— good friend— help," cried the Coadjutor, in a 
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voice ecarceiy ^rUcnlate ; push the left-hand- door. La Roch6lcni-< 

cauld has pinned me tight ; — ^he cannot use his dagger — ^there is yet 
time — hut I hear frK)tsteps — now I" . . 

St. Maur, half frantic, threw his shoulder against that part of the 
door indicated hy de Iletz ; hut It yielded not to his efforts. He «^ 
pealed to the spectators, if they would see murder committed in open 
day, hut theP appeal had no effect; they were not the Prelate's 
friends; whilst La. Rochefoucauld from within "was continually 
swearing and calling down curses on his party, lor their delay in com- 
ing» and making an end of the arch-enemy. 

St. Maur, on his side, made another appeal, and this time it was 
answered by ^ shout of i^scue, which came from Jules Martin, who 
struggling forward, added his strength to that of the Secretary, whilst 
de Ketz, his dimmed eyes beaming again with hope, shouted faintly— 

"One more push, good friends, get the doox open ; and we will 
drown in hell parliament, blood-hounds apd all." 

The double effort was successful ; the half-door •against whick 
they had carried their weight flew bacl^, and St. ^aur, Jules, thQ 
Coadjutor, and the herculean La Rochefoucauld, were flung fpr\irard 
almost at the feet of those who, at length attracted by the cries of 
murder, were rushing to the rencontre. But ^^ith the foes of de Retz 
came friends, for the noise attracted attention, even in the Grand 
Chamber. Swords were drawn, and crossed ; the glittering breviary, 
of the Coadjutor was displayed; whilst many a concealed weapon 
emerging from the bosom or side of the grave gentlemen of the Robe, 
gave note of bloody fray. But a few moments, and carnage would 
have been rife throughout the sacred precincts of justice, when de 
Mole, leaving the canopied chair^ Hung himself among the comba* 
tants, and by entreaties, prayers, and appeals to their humanity^ suc- 
ceeded in gaining a truQ«}. 

The cowardly action of La Rochefoucauld, on other occasions 
a man of honour and courage, and who had recently deserted the 
Fronde, doubtless for no mean consideration at the hands of the 
Court, {fovfie was a nobleman who set a high value on his services) 
was very justly condemned. 

De Retz» \irho had intended St. Maur should accompany him :ia 
his visit to quiet the populace, and was in ,the act of calling .his 
Secretary for that purpose, when La Rochefoucauld espied the 
chance of doing Mazarin and the Queen*Regent a mighty service, 
was again besought by the Parliament to go forth, an^.cabn t(^e 
storm without. .. , 



, He was cooduoted ]fy St ^ur« pud dye oi six £riBodflia and kA- 
lowed by the kuq^bk Julea Martin, wbe was continually endea- 
vonring to gaiQ tbe priva^ ear of the Secretary, ea^ng be. had an 
affair ol tbb utinost iinportance to commonieate i bat^the youth was 
too intent on objects oi higlier interest, to listen to the barber's 
tales. , . - 

The appearance of the place in front of the Palais dejbstice was 
imposing 4 one vast sea of heads — ^aU Paris^ bristling, smd armed to 
the teeth ; .capsj bonnets, pikes waving tp and fro^ as a iorest sha- 
ken by the wind, fiut when the Cga^jntor appearedi every motion 
.was stilled, every sound hushed; calmness reigned in the presence 
of the Prelate, silence such as was ever felt in Notre Dame when 
the choir ceaqed,, and the last notes dying on the air, the Coadjutor 
ascended the pulpit in the midst pf the expectant congregation 

He had recovered from the disorder occasioned by the unmanly 
attempt on his life ; he spoke not of it tp the populace ; but iu a 
few words assured ihem that the Parliament would dismiss the her- 
ald without audience ; that the usher and sergeants were now wait- 
ing with the chief President's commands to that effect, and he craved 
of them a safe passage to the Porte St. Antoine for ^e officials. 
. The populace answered in loud shouts of approval, mingled with 
the customary war-notes of the Fronde : " Long live King Louis ! 
Long live our Coadjutor — and death to the Mazarin !" 

Whilst de Retz was addiessing the people, Jules found the oppor- 
tunity of acquainting St. Maur with the discovery he had made, of 
a projected attempt to carry ofi Mademoiselle de Broussel, and which 
possibly,, as so much tune had been lost in iinding the Secj»tary« 
w^ accomplished. It was from a discourse he had overheard be* 
tweep two men who met .at his shop, and began their conference 
while he was engaged in the back-room. Believing themselves 
alone, a desultory conversation took place, from which he gathered 
that a coach was waiting in readiness in the avenue of the Church 
of St. Paul and St. Louis.; and that thoy anticipated no difficulty in 
their project, as all the world would be engaged elsewhere, and they 
had force sufficient to beat off a solitary passenger or two, who 
might be disposed to interfere. The lady's name he did not hear ; 
but from all circumstances, had no doubt that they referred to the 
fair daughter of the President ; an opinion m which St Maur,- who 
listened attentively to the recital, coincided. 

The hoi;r was at hand in wl^^^l^ ^^^ attempt was to be e:tecu^d ; 
the opportunity being afforded by the l^y attending prayers. She 
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'w^ io be seized and hurried intone eoaeh at fhe mtxnent of her 
turning^nto the areirae, and carried oflT, he could not hear where. 

" My good Iriend I you were my defiterer from that cowardly 
aseafisiui" exclaimed de Refit, who having fiaiehed his miflaion« 
came upon Jules and St. Maur ere they were aware v •* What re- 
compense j^ 1 make you ? Will you enter into the aenrice of the 
palace .'•* 

Jules replied^ that if Monse^esr would permit him to enter the 
eeryice of St 'Maur, he should feel grateful. The Coadjutor smiled 
at the forbearance of the barber ; he very willingly, he said, eon- 
eented to the re(iuest,and would give him in addiUon, whatever he 
demanded. 

.The barber, brightening up, replied that urgent business called 
Monsieur St Maur away from the duty he owed Monaeigneur, and 
it would detain him several hours. If he could be spared, it was 
all he asked of the Prelate's gratitude. 

" Go, St. Maur! He is an odd fellbw,'* said de Rets laughing, 
*<and lets me oil more easily than either friends or enemies are dis- 
posed to da* 

*♦ But — Monseigneur," cried St Maur expostulating. 

"My peril is over now,'^ rejoined flie Coadjutor. **lBee you 
are in deep c6nference tc«;ethcr, and I will not spoil the affiur." 

So saying, de Retz passed on with his friends, and returned to 
the interior of the palace. At the portal he paused, turned once 
more to the Assembled groiTps, and making the sign of benedietioo, 
amidst the murmured prayers of the people, disappeared. 

"He is a very holy man," whispered Jules to St Maur x *« but 
be is one of the two cavaliers who watched Mademoiselle whilst 
she was at prayers. I thought they were people of conditioa. I can 
Always distinguish a gentleman. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

J^wrab aa jour an valtt de Ome&gubt 
Oourmand, ivrogns et assure meateitft 
Pipeur, larron, jurouf) blasphematenr, 
Sentant la hart de cent pas i la xonde ; 
Aa desie vaat la flMillear aif da mond*. 

ICaaet. 

Akd are you sure, Jules, that it was the Coadjutor whom *yoiu 
MW in the choidi ?** aaked the youth* 
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. The.qbj^ of St Italic in addDg the qoeg^ iras to detntnlott 
whether Jules had anyBuspicion.of de Betz being concemed jn tlw 
abduction f but his^ «uft6wer afioided no indkatioik to any fluch belief; 
it served only to eoa^im bje pFevioaa amertion, .d Uie identity ol 
t]^e.illnatrio,us peivonagewbo bad that day addreased him» witb the 
persoi^ of >one of the gentlemen who waiobed de Bionsael in die 
chufch. The Secretary .was forced, therefore, to renew the attafik 
in an(Hher abape, by asking the - barber if he had «ny suapicioM 
who were, the parties eiiga^ in the expkat He eould form no 
idea, he said, unless it were thoee who eaiployed thfe man occapied 
k^ watching. Ihe* Ckadfitor and his friend $ but the conversation 
overheard, w«s carried on ia so low n 4one^ and consisting chiefly 
of interjectional remarks and hints, such as would pass between 
two confederates whose plans were matured, that it was impossible 
to afibrd> Monsieur the information he desired. h 

St.. Mf^ur, determined to probe to the bottom of his tbonghts, adc- 
«d plainly, if he suspected the Coadjutor. Jules looked at the Sec* 
letary very knowingly, but mede no reply ; but being E^jun pressed, 
be said JV^nseigneor had a great reputation for gallantry, but that 
he could not run away with the lady and be at his post in the Fof 
lace of Justice at ^ ttuaae time : it was a suispicious ciicunstanee, 
and he dared not trust himself to qpeak to any one else about it J 

" And so you think, Jules/* observed St Maun " that he oooM 
not employ his tall friend to act for him in the aflair ? But .ke^ 
your suspicion in your own breast, if you value your life.** i 

** We are now in the Rue St Antoine, Moi^ieor,'* replied the 
sagacious barber, answering the question aftei: his cMirn mode 4 ** and 
seel we are close upon the chureh. Theooech^if onebe theie,i8 
round the corner. " 

St. M^ur found that JuW opinion coindded with his own, which 
was streng&eaed by his calliag to mind the commieuoa entrusted 
to Jocoso, and by that arch valet requiiing &e aid of the two lac* 
queys. The whole prooeeding flashed upon his mind ; and he found 
himself, a gentleman of Oauphiny, of ancient and honourable de- 
scent running tilt with his master, the Coadjutor of Paris, fix a lady, } 
to whom he had >no pretens i on s a nd, mirabiU diUu / at the inati- | 
gation of a petty barber of the Hotel-de-ViUie. n 

They wem. now in front of 4ie avenue, and the majestic Chmch 
of St Paul a|ui St Louis stoodbefoie them- They looked aiound, 
but no .coach was visible. It was beyond the hour of prayer; 
Mademoiselle^ as Jules nmaikedt wan either et her derotioA9» or 
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had been efiilled away ; if Mdnneof Wodd 'wat, he ^mnli enter 
the ehiSFch Bod see if she ireie theie* 

Jfile» lan f(»Mfa]d,a&d was entering the forth, when bis steps 
weve aitesfed by a ery from a woman, who suddenly i^peared from 
Miiad the angle of tbe cbmcb. The beAber nnihed to meet her ; 
attheeame time making a sigiial for St Maur to s^proaeb. On 
tiie Secietary reaching the spot where they stocd, Joks infonned 
him that it w«s the dame Josephine i and the pfioor woman, in great 
distress, commenced wee}»ng and telling her tale; that whilst leisure- 
ly walking with Mademoiselle de Br6«eeel s^ng the avenue, they 
were seized by two men from behind, and despite their tries and 
■tmgi^s, Louise de BiOQssel was forced into a coach in waiting, 
and which drove 00* rapidly, Aie moment the door was elcoed ttpon 
the fair piisoiier. The maft who held Jobephine was cabled cff by 
a.third comrade, a tail dark'man» and tbey sdl ran away in the di- 
lection of the rdistant coach. The exploit had been managed eo 
adroitly, and they were taken so unexpectedly, and by nnrprise, that 
Josephine was^ ld)C3rty, and her lair chaige lifted into the coacli 
aad driven off, beferer the dame well knew what she wa» aboat, 
aafl what it all mehnt 

. To the in^iries ol St. Maur, why she<t«d not rettrm home; an9 
raise an alarm, rater than remain Hngerin^ abdul the chmch, she 
Replied that she was afraid -of going home witboat Mademoisella. 
^, in fact, knew not what she was aboot, ot whom to apply to ; 
the Piesideait was at te Falace of Jastice; his servants were therer 
kt atfendamae, as the times were perilous*; and no males were left 
in the honse. No one witnessed Aie outrage, that fshe was aware 
of, as the street was almost deseittd, and wili^ tie cfanch' theie 
was, doabtleas, bat a spriakling of fenRdes, the nsiiGd oongregaCioB 
on lay-days* She toncMed by beseeching Jdles, and Monsieur 
bis frtend, to assist her in thia extremity, and break the news to 
Monsieur de.BroasseU lor she wa» incajMbte of the efibrt ; and she 
begged tbemt if poesiUer to take sone steps 1o track tbe villains. 

The baiber looked tepnmchfaDy at St Maori end whispered that 
be bad all along been fearful that they should arrive too laie ; and 
thal.in saving the life of the Coadjator; be had, peibaps, lost the 
ncbest and most beautifoi heiress in Fans. 

St' Maur was eonsidering only the consequences of a quarrel 
vkh the Coadjutor ; but he had gone toefaar, he* thought, to retrace 
bis steps, for it WouldiU become a gentleman of %hth, and a FVon- 
dnu»io tomutef *eM4Mid witk away, on hearingtrf (heiMictirai 
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t>! ihft danghter of one of the chi^&of the faction, the ally of Moa* 
Beigneor. He was bound to afford aid> even without Jules' impor- 
tunitieB; and con^c^ing himself with this leflectioat that he was 
performing oniy his duty, though conscience whispered that every 
thought bestowed on another was a crime to the lost Isoline» and 
prudenee suggested that his aympathies bekg engaged, though ever 
so Blightly» in &e welfare of a 8liai^^> was dangerous to his peace, 
he resolved to use every endeavour to trace the prison, of the 
damsel. 

Nor were the scruples of St AJaur the result of fastidiousness or 
of selfish feelings $ they wete founded on a knowledge of his own 
thaiacter ; be knew his own weakness. It was evident to himselly 
that he was too much liable to be influenced by circumstances, oc 
tather to be acted on by= other mindS) even when his judgment did 
not yield assent to their reasoning. Bitter experience taught him 
to khow his own facings, and where he could not, f^nquer, it 
waa wisest toilee. It seemed fated that each day should draw 
him nearer an intimacy wi& the iMuily of de Broussel ; and there 
Was danger in the society of Lo«»e; :Wid)ol|t lo^ng hope of lao^ 
line, he might be drawn into a^iraticm of Mademoiseile de Brous- : 
sel, which the President, with his weakness for ancient birth* 
would encourage. ' ^ 

tt was this more than the Coadiutor's aiiger> which St Maur feared. 
Of Isoline he had heard nothkig, could leam nothing; her hotel in (he 
Plase Royaie was cldsed, and untenarited even by a solitary domestic i 
as indeed, was the case with many other mansions, whose owners . 
had fled with the court. In the P^UaisBoyaJ) no intelligence 
tDOUld be gathered, even from domestics who weie knpwiv to be ia 
receipt of occasional secret iBtelligence-ftom i$t Gloud* And by 
his latest inquiries, he ielt almost certain that she was not at the. 
court. He suspected, that by «ot flying to her seecue when the 
PGdais Royal was assaulted, and she knew he was within its pie« 
cincts, added to his taking up his quarters at thetarchiepiscopal pa- 
lace, and which would, be noised abroad, would confirm her opinion, 
that her attempted) and- to a certain extent, successful influence over 
his inctions, new thai it had. ended so 'disastiously to the Fdnee 
of Cond^, had so diiigusted.hkn as to induce: him to quit her fov 
et«r. ■'■ 
.'When he/refleded oh hiH own conduct; that when the. palace. 
was attacked by an infuriated > rabble, >and she ^^^Eutiag hembling^f 
torfSoeive diaiaid>whidl a gentleman wonU gMly.l»iidef evwft to 
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a sftahger ; whilst Ihe cleaT dalcet notes of her voke, etpressed ill 
the tenderness of their last interview, were ^11 ringing in bis ear, 
hie was skalking behind the guard-room ; When he reflected on this 
he felt ashamed, degraded, and maddened. 

With these feelings, he reaolved that his etertion« to discover the 
retreat of the agents engaged in this abduction of Mademoiselle, 
should ori no consideratron h>idtt<se hinn into eloeer acquaintance with ' 
the family. The officious bairter he Would eithef filehce or dis« 
miss. '' 

This course of action revived on, he bade Jules lead home 
the dame Josephine, and refnfn immediaiely; and he would in the 
meanwhile endeavoiir to gain some clue to the itmte taken by the 
coach. 

The dlsconsohle hottseke^per was too tionMed^ fa render him 
many thanks; she fdlow^ ai Jules' bidding, whilst the Secretary 
p!T>ceeded t§ mako inquiries of Itie chance passengers, if they had 
seen such an equipage as he described. It was a daring act to pe- 
netrate duiing the bioekdde/as therfe was no possible egress from the 
city, and her place of detention must, therefore, he within the wallsy 
and more liable to be discovered, although tbeie were many unfre* 
quented, and almost unkifown, lanes tmd alleys, difficult and4an- 
gerous of access. If the Coadjutor were the chief agent in the ad- 
venture, thef« was svery chance ol the restoration of Mademoiselle 
to the bosom of her family y at least so thought St. Maur. And if 
he were guiltiest, the power Of the Fronde would be laudably exer- 
cised in discovering hef forced retreat. ^ 

From a mendicant who was hegging at the comer of the Rue 
des Barres, St. Maur learned that the equipage had proceeded in 
the direction Of the Quay Pelletier ; and on the quay, his inquiries 
were further rewarded by the intelligence that the coach Itad been 
seen crossing the Pont Notre Dame. 

With this news he judged it prudent to return, as a sing^ 
knight-errant, however diivalrous, oDuld not hope for success in 
further search without aid. In repassing the Rue des 6arres» he 
lAetthe barber, accompanied by several laequeys of the family well 
alfmed,> and prepared to reoov^ ^eir oMttefls at al^ hazards. He 
lAras mformed that M.dei Broussel had returned from the Parlia* 
ment, which broke up after replying in the negative to the demand 
Of the King's htrald; hnd was distmcted at his loss. Monsieur, da 
Tremblay had been- sent for, -and meesengeni' despatched to Fehipvt, 
th« yrevot^oi ^e <iify, MqaamtiBg him witfc tftepartioalan of the* 
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' OQtnige/and requesting the aid ol his services, which Jules thought 
•he would be very rukewarm in aflbrdhig, as they were bitter party 
enemies ; the pr^vot being a staubch supporter of Mazarin, and de 
' firouBsel:, as it is known to the reader, a Frondeur of eminence, and 
•who had this very day been more than usually active in support- 
ing the Coadjutor: 

With thfs Deinlbrcernent, St. Manr thought he might at least 
venture on a seamh through the purlieus of the Isle de la Cit^, where 
it was most probable, from- the character of the place, that the lady 
had been conveyed. 

In crossing the Pont Notre Dame, the wheels of a carriage were 
heard following in their track, and although he bad no suspicion 
that it was the vehide he was in search of, ^vhich had been seen 
crossing the bridge in the same -direction so long before, yet his at- 
tention was very naturally aroused, and he looked back. It was a 
hired equipage, the driver and lacqueys without liveries. St. Maur, 
however, was exceedingly surprised, as the carriage came abreast 
cf his pftrty, to leeognlze the well-known face of de Retz within. 
The coachman was ordered to stop, and the Secretary beckoned to 
enter, while in the same breath, the Coadjutor etdered out hk only 
companion, the valet Jocoso^ 

« We are well met, St. Maur V* exclaimed the Coadjutor ; «« for- 
tune pEOves again my friend. P<isqtte» Dku! Would you be- 
lieve it ? I am now in a worse perdicament than when 1 had De 
Mal^, or even La Rochefoucauld, upon my hands ! That villain 
JocosD !" 

The Secretary assared de Retz that he might leekon on his zeal 
and fidelity ; but begged for an explanation of his distress. 

The Coadjutor, without farther prelude, reminded him that he 
had ocdfered Jocoso to keep an eye on the fair saint of the Chuith 
of % Paul, ajid that the valet, who was an Italian, and equalled 
hia fellow-countryman, Mazaria, in finesse and intrigue, thinking 
to render the Prelate good service, had so far gone beyond the letter 
of bis instructions as to take advantage of the sitting of Pnrliament, 
and carry off the lady by force. To the Coadjutor's infinite astonish- 
ment he had just been informed by his knave, that the damsel 
whom he so much admired was now safely encaged in the Rue de 
la Reine ; and what rendered the affair infinitely worse, was the 
strange and provoking circumstance that the lady was no other than 
the unmarried daughter of his good ally de Broussel. 

The Fielate observing that this communication produced not the 



eflfect he h»d ontieipatedy seized the Secretary by the cloak* and 
demanded to kfi0W;if he were in the eon&piracy to diahonour him. 

St. Maur admitted that be knew of the abduction of Mademoi- 
fielle de BrousseU and was even now engaged making iDqairiea le- 
apecting the a&ur, hianew servant, JaJes Martin, being connected 
with the family, and the housekeeper, in the absenee of de Broas- 
sel, having besoi^gbl the aid of ihe Secietary : and he |6dged it po- 
litic to show a zeal for the President, connectied as he was with 
Monsei^ltur; bttt neither himself nor Jules' was avrare of Jocoso's 
agency. 

*^ It is well — as it will end welU" said de Retz rubbing his hands. 
*< I am g]ad you follow my advice respecting the family — ^but^ mon 
DieuJ — to think of the villain Jocoeo! 1 should have been quite 
mined with the Fronde ! He ought to know me better than to sup- 
pose I would run aws^ with a damsel before I knew she would 
like my society? Only fancy me, St. Maur, the. jailer of a fair 
obstinate, spending hours in trying to soften her obduracy, whilst 
leally 1 know not where to< turn tcvescape the impoitunitiea of the 
lair Parisian dames ! This Italiaxi, cunning as he is, is absolutely 
bite, not to understand me better i" 

The Coadjutor continued his relation. As soon as the valet ao- 
quainted him with his enterprise, and the name of the lady, he lost 
no time in procuring a hired coach, intending to set the damsel at 
liberty as soon aa.he reached tha place where- she was detained ; 
and he was obliged to sufier the mdignity of riding with Jocoso, as 
the rascal's face was so well known, and might lead to suspicions, 
if he were seen in his proper station* outside the equipage. : » 

The Coadjutor then. added that since he had proved ao fortunate 
in meeting with the Secretary, .he should change hia plans; and he 
therefore imposed upon St Maur the agreeable task of proceeding 
with the carriage, accompanied by Jocoso, to the Rue de la Reine, 
there to liberate the imprisoned damsel, and convey her to the Pre- 
aident's house, only taking caie that the agency t)f the Coadjutor 
and his people should be. unknown in the affiur, which might he 
easDy managed. 

St Maur, through personal motives, lemonstrated very stitrngly 
against this arrangement ; but the Coadjutor would not listen to his 
arguments. 

" You know the proveib about an ill wind,*' said he smiling; 
« the aflikir will be a lucky adventure for your fwtunes. Yon will 
have all the ci«4it ofbdii^ing home the lost fair om; ki&d looks 



9mA sigfa&|it)m MedttjnoiteHe ; aiid aheatty welcome ton' old. gre^r. 
beard! Be sure you lei himkaow of the iantiqttityof the S^ 
iMaurs* He has alnady keard of yoar good iiaaliliea:" 

The ^Prelate: was in ahamoar Aat oouid not be denied; he 
seemed to enjoy the relief which the meeting \tdth Bt Maur affoid- 
«d; and .confessed* that although he was bent on the immtdiate 
release of Jiiad&Hioiselie* ke had been poodering voryunaatisiado- 
rily how ke.ehoald eflect it and have ker. conveyed > borne safe, 
without it being known to. whom she owed either • her <a|>ttvity or 
her rescue. 

Seeing die nien» with Jvies atthesr head, waiting for the Secre- 
tary, the Prelate desiredhijii'to say that it was a lieutenant of the 
municipal corps whom kekadbeen talkwg toiaiiie ooaoh.and 
who had. gained a dne to the lady's |»lace of detentioB. St Maur 
was, thereforev to despatdli him and the others,, in a contrary direc- 
tion, on a lalse scent, while he rode with the Coadjutor till a con- 
venient opportunity and place occurred where he might alight aiod 
depart Ainobserved, leari»g.the valet to act as guide. 
. This was accomplished by Jules being coramissianed, at the civic 
functionary's wish, as St. Maur told the barber, to make the circuit 
Af the. Isle towards the Pont Neufi while he praoeeded eastward: 
Uie place of rSunitm to be the Hdtei iMea. 

The carriage drove rapidly along the Quai de la Cit£, and tum^ 
ing up a side street, de Eetz alaghled» and was speedily out of sight, 
wearing his mantle 8o:as to shade his face. 

&U Maur and the Italian knave sat face to laoe« mneh to the an- 
noyaneo .of the Secretary^ who had conceived a great antipathy tt> 
itim ; but' what the Coaidjutor was forced to euduie, it was not for 
tm to complain of. Afteru while, Joeoso^ wkoK failing was not 
Arant ofeooiidettee,ssudc 

** When I told Monsieur^ this morning, that i had a charge on my 
bands, I did not expect my labour would be my reward. Corpodi 
BaccoJ Monsignor has so mncii'-poBtics' in his head, h^ has no 
kisure to admire a bdta donna like Signora Broussel !" ' * 

The youth was very ill -pleased «t having to reply to this rogue; 
it was bad enough he thought, for a servant to be obliged to do ttit 
ungracious <^ces expecHed by a dissolute master; but to outrun hink 
in the career of profligacy, and cater gratuitoudf to his depraved 
taste, diapJai^ed' an innate love of viliany which Qxdted.his abhor- 
rence. • ' . ' 

' ^ You hare certainly not leceired the xaward >yoa expected^ iof 
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coflo,** obseiTed St Manr; ^^but i trust Menseigheur hie not beeo 
lilind to yow merits in striving to embioii him with his friends." 
f ** Corpo di Bactn! When 1 lived at Borne with the Gudinal 
Albertini,'* said the valet, «' he would have given me a cap full of 
crowns for such — ^** 

'< Silence» JocosoF* exdaimed St Manr, stamly, *» and do not 
utter another word unless necessary to our present basineBS.'* 

The man was silenced; and the thoughts of the Seeietarj dwelt 
on the aj^nnching /interview. In what conditmn should he find 
the lady ? He was tempted to ask Jocoso how she bore up against 
the cmdl treatment she had received ; but his feelings revested from 
farther converse, and he indulged in his own reflecticms. 

The coach turned into a quiet sequestered street, in wnich tiie 
houses were of i^ character superior to the generality in this quarter 
of the city ; it had piobably, in some former period* been a favourite 
location of people of condition, but was now abandoned for a more 
lashionable neighbourhood. T^e mansioos wore a gloomy exterior, 
each with its aidied carriage-entrance under the body of the build- 
ing. In some instances the gates were falling to decay, and dis- 
closed to view a spacious ywd, er gaiden in the rear ; or a dilapi- 
dated fountain was visible> through a broken gate, seen for a moment, 
as the coach drove rapidly by, conv^ring a feeling of ancient graii' -^ 

deur and present dentation. 

* The carriage stopped befoie cme of thes^ old houses. Itsexterior 
was in better order and repair than many of- the othcn^ but it was 
without any signs of life or habitation. Like the street, it boie a 
lorioni aspect, of itself enough tof righten a maiden of sixteen, gen- 
tle and simple-minded as L^iuise de Bvoussel. The indiffeience, or 
taUier the repugnance which St Maur felt to the adventure, melted 
into deep sympathy when his imagination pictured the damsel torn 
Buddenly away kirn, her iriends» and hurried into such a desolate , 

fM place. ^ 

Immediately the coach stopped, the gates were opened — the Se- I 

cretidy could not see by whom ; and as it wheeled wider the heavy 
]iortad, disturbing the dreary silence of the neighbourhood with the 
unusual clatter, be saw that the street was without thoroughfare at 
the ujqaer end. Casting his eyes on Jocoso, his glance was so keea 
jnnd indignant, th^teven that prince ol valets quailed beneath it 
» The coach stopped at a door under the aichway, and Joooso^ 
begging pardon for breaking silence, said they were now at their 
liaoe of destination. A« they desoraded ia ths §^oom» 9t Maur 
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QOiiM dtttingiuBh yery little of th^ bouse, or t)f &e 'offices in the tear. 
An anceot of seveial steps led into the haU, which was richly adorn- 
ed With piling and slatualy, and. from which rose a staircase of 
grand proportions. The whole had an surof magnificence, but was 
gl^my, OBOomfbrtable* and desolate* Before the Secretary had 
tii&e to'ieoover from the surpoae occasioned hythe unexpecie.l con* 
trast of the interior with the general dilapidation of th^ street, they 
were met by a domestic in livery — a man about forty-five or fifty, 
well-clothed and fed, but with a downcast, uneasy look, very dif- 
ferent from the usual gay, impudent bearing of lacqueys of people 
of quality, 

•* Well, Jacques !•* cried the Coadjutor's valet, " you lead a quiet 
life here ! Has Monsignor returned from his lands ?" And with- 
out waiting for the man's reply, he continued, " Corpo di Bacco ! 
Never mind ; if you cannot introduce your company to your mas- 
ter, let us have the society of the guests of this dreary old castello r* 

St. Maur could aot well understand the drift of this address ; but 
divined, that Jocoso was not unwilling to give a better colour to 
the character of the old ceutello, as he called it, than,^ from the use 
he had madex>f it, ii really deserved. 

>Be it as it may, the other seemed to understand Jocoso ; and bow* 
ing awkwardly ta St. Manr, and at theJsanetiBietakmgaMy, quiet, 
j^t seaiching glance a]t the Secretary's figttie*->viewing him as it 
were, from head, to foot^ — h6 led the way up the staicease. The 
eorridor above terminated abruptly by a closed door ; and the man 
paused, as if unwilling to enter. 

" I understand !" cried Jpooso, ** it is quke as well. Modesty, 
becomes you, Jacques ; — ^it fits as close as your doublet You may 
leave us.*' 

The man retired, without having uttered one word throughout 
the scene ; but at parting he gave the vaJet a look, which seemed 
to say, that on other ground, and on a different service, the Italian' 
should not have all the discourse to himself. 

Jocoso took the trouble to see that the fellow went down the 
staircase, and returning to the Secretary, who all the while had been 
a silent, wondering spectator, he exclaimed, 

"Ben trpvato, SignorJ I hear my friends talking; they are 
gaming to pass time ; I hear the rattle of the dice. It is a vicious, 
failing* which I am never guihy of. I often wonder at the de- 
pravi^ of these French — ^I bi^ patdon. Monsieur, I forgot you im- 
posed sikoce !" 
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We& ! thought St. Maw, the Coadjnfof extols hnnflelf to «ch 
briety, the Taiet for bis horror of gambling, and I am praised for 
my modesty ; eoy taking the toond of the^ archiepiscopal houeehoidf 
ve might muster all the cardinal Tirtoes*. 

Jocoso put a slop to bis refleetionis by opening the doop; the 8e« 
ctetary entered, and the Talet followed> closing it earefvUy altet 
him. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

A sergefoA of the lawie, ware and wise, 
. That often had ybeaft at (he panrkt* 
There was alSQ, f«U fieh of exc«Ueac« f 
Discreet he was, and of great reverence ; 
He seemed such, his wordes were so wise. 

OlIAUCCK. 

Srr. Mavr foand himsdf in an ante«cbamber of gallery, famish* 
ed in the same profuse yet gloomy style as the hail beneath. 11^ 
"Was lighted by two w1]^o<wb, in dieep recesses, fitted with benches 
or window«seatSy one of which served a»a board for the two senti- 
nels, who, seated, or ralher squsttm^ on the floor, were engaged 
Tjery earnestly in rattling the dice-box, in imitation of-the prevailing 
Txce of their superiors* 

They started to their feet on seeang the Secretary and Jocoso,. 
pocketed the box and dice, and boked abashed, like boys detected 
by their pedagogue plapng at unlawful hours. 

♦* Sweet notes for a lady's ears, you scelUraii !" cried the valet j 
•« but up, and make ready to begone." 

He spoke ia few words totbem in an under tcme, which St. Mamr 
did not hear ; but, by the direction of their eyes to the door at the 
far end of the gallery, be concluded that the discourse related to 
ffaeir fair prisoner. 

The Secretary, who had hitherto acted under the tutelage of the 
Talet, deeming it wisest in such a strange and dangerous abode, 
was secretly burning with indignation at the villainous proceedings 
of Jocoso, and the coohiess he displayed in being forced to undo 
all he had done, assuming the air of ^ msth whose seirices were 
not appreciated, and who saw the fruits of his toil thrown away;. 

He resdved now lo interfere ; and calling the valet aade, told- 



hhn hnefiyt' fh&t every mofnetit lost iir delay tras fid much rolbte m 
lorttue added to MadettiotBelk'B sofierings, and oomnonded him in- 
stanfly to aet her free. 

"I should be most happy,' Mem wcw," replied Joeoab; "bat 
Monflignor ekarg|edine'thatthat was Monsieur's task. I aftinot 
V> see the Signora again. I wish," continued the man, "that it 
was my lot ; the smileB f ahovid have for sack a service would com- 
pensate me (or all the hard words tile Signora'— ^' 

St. Maur coald eudutie the effrontery no longer; hut vnsfaeathihg 
his rapier, he advanced towards Jocoso, who in great terror skipped 
txcck several paces, «nd ialting on his knees, produced « key, ex- 
iclaiming, 

" Petdoneae^ Monsieur ! ttere is the key— *fcere is Ac door: 
the lady is within.'* 

** Do what remains for you to do, Jocoso, and begone !" sadd the 
Secretary, taking Ike key from him. 

The valet arose, and in a very humble tone, acqua^ted St. Maar 
Ih'at his Orders were to give up the key, and retire from the house 
with his two comrades, leaving the equipage «t the tx)mmand of 
Monsieur. It was, he said, a hired vehicle, and the men did not 
know by ^iiom they were employed. He Would ^Tso leave such 
orders below, that no impediment would be offered to St Maur ta- " 
king away the lady ; and, for udditional security, he would remain 
with the two men i« the vicinity of the house till the carriage de- 
parted ; bat, fdr t>bvious reasons, the Coadjutor did aoit w^sh his* 
people to be seen mope than could be helped. 

When Jocoso und his associates bad departed, ^nd St. Maur 
found him«elf alone, he felt the embarrassing nature of his position, 
<uid the difficulty of accounting for his presence^ he knew not what 
he should say:, or in what state he should find the poor dantseL 

The key Admitted him into an apartment richly furnc^d, adorn* 
cd with mirrors and paintings, enclosed in rich frames, wh?ch the 
light of declining day left in partial ohscurity. The darkness was 
increased by a irellice-work of wood outside the building, perhops' 
intended as support for a vine, or for some creeping shtub. 

St. Maur did not linmediately observe the fair occupant of die' 
Biiaitment, and began to faiicy that locoso had i^yed him false.. 
At the far end, bcneafli one of the wmdows, was a couch, on which 
the youth discovered Mademoiselle de Brouseel, her he^ rest* 
ing on her hands, which were clasped and thrown across the back 
of the seat. On approachiogr he iaaud that she w«s in « swoon; 
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lier fawid/ wliich he took* was cold and iaBBimale. He vmM bmfe 

called lor assistaace, bat loathed contact with the soiir-looking fel- 
low who had given him admittance, and knew not what othet be- 
ings, if any» weie dwelling in the house. 

He opened the window* and laying hex head so aato vest on the 
back of the couch» snfi^d the fresh eyening breeze to fall upon 
the cheeks and tem^ea. The disordered tieases were blown aside 
by the zephyr, which played gently on her face ; but theie was no 
aign of life. The raya of the setting sun, breaking thK>ugh the in- 
. lerstices of the txellice, fell upon the head and dreasy covering her 
with bare of golden light; whilst the lace being in the shade, hid- 
ing the traces of grief, presented somewhat of a beautiful and an- 
gelic character. He contemplated her in silence* inesolute what 
to do. ^ 

B^sently she stined, moTed a hand slowly to her biow, opened 
her eyes, and seeing a stranger bending over her> started, and scream- 
ed faintly. He drew back to remove the cause of alarm ; but see- 
ing the extreme terror she was in, and the wildness of her gazer 
hastened to say that he was come to restore JVIademooseUe to the 
aims of her father. 

• She shook with alarm» and was still silent, on. which he repeat- 
ed his assurances, adding that dame ,b)sepbifie was safe in the^. 
President's house. 

( At this she looked around, as though in expectation of seeing 
another face ; and he fancied that, she felt relieved on finding that 
no other party was present 

** Wheie ismy father ? Why does he not come to me 2 Am 1 still 
in this honid place r* said Louise^ making an eSbii to speak, in a 
voice much impaiied by weeping. 

Joyful at her reeoveiy» St. Maur did not at first know how to 
xeply, but thought it best to say» that on returning from the Parlia- 
ment, and discovenng his bereavement,, her father was seized with 
an illness which only her presence could relieve. He begged her, 
if she had yet strength » to lose no time iii quitting the house ; 4hat he 
had a coach at the door, and in putting herself under his guordian- 
flhip, he should quickly have the -pleasure of restoring her to home. 

The mention of the coach was unlucky ; it seemed to renew all 
ber fears, and she asked in a broken voice why her father did not 
come, or, if he were sick, why could not M. du Tiemblay, or even 
Josephine, appear. If ahe could but see the lace, of ODefdend^ she 
should feel great relief. 
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> The eflbrt in spea^wg eeem^d too much for hes weak st«ie, 4nd 
she fell back on the couch exhausted, thieatening to relapse into a 
state of insensibility. 8t. Maur rushed to her support, and this 
movement^ whilst it frightened the damsel, had the beneficial efleet 
q| preventing a relapse. He. now reiterated his assurance* that in 
him she saw a friend, though personally a stranger. 

*< That wicked man-*-I hope he is not here ! — a foreigner I think 
he was» by his speech," said i^ouise, making another efiort to speak ; 
*' he attempted to console me with the prospect of a visit from his 
lord. Surely you are not he !" 
. The Secretary replied, with a smile on his lips, that be wasthe^e 
to serve her» and that his name was St. Maur, a name well known 
to her father. 

"But," continued he, *<if I were totally unknown to Made- 
moiselle, to her father, or Monsieur du Tremblay, I do hope that 
the voice of sincerity can never be distrusted; that it has a power 
of its own to calm and reassure innocence." 

The impression produced by St. Maur's words and appearance 
was as favourable as he could wish j for she replied after venturing 
to glance for a moment at his face, 

" I will — ^I think I may put trust in you !" and she burst into «| 
flood of tears. 

St. Maur took her hand, saying reproachfully, as he assisted her 
to rise and walk across the darkening chamber : 

'* 1 fear you have but little confidence in me, and only accept my 
services from believing that you cannot be in worse pliglit." 

"I do assure Monsieur," replied the damsel, **1 place great 
confidence in him, and only wonder at my courage." 

As they left the chamber, crossed the ante-room, and descended 
the stair-case, the maiden cast hurried and fearful glances al every 
object, as though recalling painful recollections. No obstruction 
was offered to their passage^ and the Secretary was congratulating 
himself that they should pass without coming in contact with any 
of the inmates, if there were other than the villainous-looking mor- 
tal who escorted him up stairs ; when, beside a gigantic case*clock 
in the hall, stood the veritable Jacques, bolt uprightagaijist. the wall 
like a sentinel, or mounted suit of armour. His head alone bent 
forward in salutation as they passed, and the youth, endeavouring 
to shield the wretch from her gaze, jerked him a piece of gold, and 
the next moment they were on the steps under the portal. 

St. Maur felt the maiden shudder as he assisted her intQ the coach> 

^14 
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and uttering a few words to reassure faer courage, be t6ok the scat 
op})osite. As they emerged from the archway, he saw her look 
both up and down the street, and then at hrni ; but she said nothing. 
On traversing the* Quai de la Cit^, the lights on the <^posite bank 
of the Seine were visible, which revived her courage, as she now 
knew where she was» 

Over the Pont Notre Dame would have been the nearest route, 
but St. Maur suddenly reedlecting the orders given to Jules, and 
the appointed place of meeting after the search, and dreading lest 
the barber, left too long to his own agency, should take any steps 
which might compromise the Coadjutor in this untoward aftair» re- 
solved to drive to the Hotel Dieu before returning to the Hue St. 
Antoine, and g^ve orders to the coachman to that eifect He was, 
however, presently sorry for what he had done, as the maiden; who 
knew her home lay on the opposite side of the river, became dread- 
fully agitated ; and on his pressing her as to the cause of her alarm, 
she confessed her fears that he was practfsing a deception. He as- 
sured her to the contrary, and explained the cause why he chang- 
ed the route; but, fortunatelyj to add effect to his argumeAts, 
the coach was hailed by the barber himself, who, approaching 
the window, was delighted beyond bounds at thie success of St. 
Maur. 

The Secretary immediately ordered his horses' heads homeward, 
and he had the satisfaction to observe a marked difleilence in the 
condiict of the maiden. No lonojer taciturn, and careful to avoid 
discourse, unless obliged in replying to his remarks, she uttered her 
thanks in a low, sweet voice, which bespoke her inward gratithde 
to her deliverer, and joy at her own rescue. His name, she said, 
was familiar, was often mentioned by her father when talking of 
the Fronde, and she heard it from Josephine, the housekeeper, 
when chatting with a barber who frequented the house, the same 
man whom Monsieiir had just spoken to. 

It was full time, Ae Secretary reflected, that he shonld put a stop 
to the barber's actions ; it was not through mere idleness and love 
of chat that he would introduce his name in discoursing with Jose- 
phine ; Jules had a motive for every action and every word. With 
respect to himself, it was his intention to conduct Mademoiselle to 
the door of her father's house, that he might safely acquit himself 
of the trust, and then retire without farther intrusion. He would 
gladly have performed the office without its being know fo de Brous- 
ael to whom he was indebted ; but thier was unpracticable, through 
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file eonnexion of Jules with the iamfly, and bis own declaration to 
the inatd<h), which he had made to encourage her. 

The confidence of Louise increased trith her proximity to home, 
and ^e vVBiitared to ask Sti Maur who that 'monster was whom 
tiiey had padeed in the hall $ he frightened' her, 8he>MRd, ftitilElng 
it was a spectre* He answered that he did not know ; that he sup- 
posed it was a domestic ; and- finding that her mind had gained suf- 
ficient strength to talk ahout the place of her captivity, he easily 
led the dlamsel to narrate the history of the outrage, which was as 
follows: ' 

The separation from Jos^hine was so sudden, that she found 
herself lifted into the coach before 4she had time to raise an- alarm, 
and the rapidity with which, the rehicle was driven, convey ing the 
•dreadful impression of being hurried from her friends, she knew not 
whither, so frightened Louise, that she iiainted and did not recover 
till she found herself in the- saloon, resting on a couch, and a tall 
dark man walking about the room, muttering words in a foreign 
language, and a very ancient femdle bending over the couch, and 
applying restoratives. Finding her sensible, the man approached 
very respectfully, and said the house and all it contained was at 
her service ; but Louise answ^ered only by cries and entreaties to be 
restored to her father. She was met by a promised visit from Mon- 
seigneur his master; Jocoso, whom the reader will raadily recog- 
nise, assuring her that his seigneur, the 'richest nobleman in Paris, 
was dying of love, and was momentarily expected to throw himself at 
her feet and propose marriage. This threatened visit only added to 
her distress, and redoubled her alarm ; but to all entreaties Jocoso 
turned a deaf ear. As a last appeal, she requested to be left alone ; 
and the valet, who apparently had undertaken more than he knew 
well how to go through with, consented, and said he should go to 
his seigneur, who would probably, if it were her wish, conduct her 
■ home. She requested it, even as a favour of the valet, that he 
would not allow the old woman to visit her while he was away. 
' He said that she might fully depend on this^ and, to make the mat- 
ter sure, he should lock the Signora in the chamber, and take the 
k^ with him ; and his master who was a nobleman of very gene- 
rous spirit, would doubtless obey her wishes^ With this consolation, 
if consolation it Were, he left Louise, who had no other resource 
but to make an appeal to the master of this cruel, unfeelmgnian. 

Left to herself, she essayed the window ; it opened to her hands, 
but a strong wooden liellice veadered escape trnposenble^ and* she 
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letvnied io the oottch iorkini and dnolafe. Alter a wUfe, clie 
heard a noise in the outer chamber, of men talking; she approach* 
ed the door and listened ; the lattle of dice was heard, and money 
was flung down by the ioser. One of the {dayeis said he should 
stake no mpie money, but proposed that the winner should receive 
a kiss Iffofkn the damsel, who could be got at by the window in the 
yvd. This proposal, probably jocular, and made without any in- 
tention of carrying it into eflfeet, so horrified poor Louise, that she 
had difficulty to support herself to the ooneh, where she swooaed, 
and in which condition she was discovered by St Maur. 

This tale, narrated artlessly by the fair maiden, deeply excited the 
sympathies of the youth, and he was pleased for a moment at his 
lot ia being chosen as the insbument of her seiease. They weie 
now in the Rue St Antoine, and St Maur was scheming how he 
should hest execute his resolve, when the carriage stopped, and a 
gentleman opening the door, Louise, recognising M. du TremUay, 
and uttering his name, threw herself into his arms. 

Gently disengaging himself from the maiden, he made himself 
known to St Maur, and said that Jules Martin had outstripped the 
speed of their vehicle, that he might be the bearer of the wdcome 
news ; and he was charged by the President on no account to return 
to the house without the Secretary, that he might receive a Cither's 
thanks in person. St Maur endeavoured to excuse himself on the 
plea thAt the Coadjutor required his services ; but du Tremblay still 
pressed, and Louise joining In the entreaties, her sweet voice earned 
victory, and led captive the strong resolves of the poor Secretary. ' 

It was quite dark when St IVIaur entered the house of de Broussel. 
He was not immediately ushered into the presence of the President, 
hut detained a while by M. du Trembiay, who pretended an extreme 
anxiety to learn the particulars of tbe abduction and of the rescue. 
He was obliged to conceid many of the facts, that de Retz might not 
be suspected, and attributed his success to information received from 
an agent of the mimicipal force, who had gained it in an underhand 
way from one of the lacqueys of the party implicated ; but how or 
in what'iQode he would not declare, nor the name of the party. It 
was, indeed, under jaromise of not making further inquiries, as St 
Maur averred to du Tremblay'-^'and he blushed seeretly in being 
obliged to equivocate to save the reputation of -his patron — ^that the 
officer afforded him the clue, and he was obliged to comply, as it was 
(he price the man set on his information* 

Du TiemUay e^pmsed .hii»40iigiiatkm at the occunence; hut 
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igreod it was vriaest, m the pceaeDt unsettied timesi not to make 
enemies of any of the DHinicipal ofiloers, aa would be the case if 
they pushed their inquiries in contiayention of St. Maui's promise ; 
and he should advise the Firesident toiestiiot himself to pieeautionary 
measures to prevent a second attempt. 

The youth construed the delay inmeetinii; the President, and perhaps 
nghtly, the wish of the family that he should not be present at the 
first meeting of the father and daughter. 

After^ being overwhelmed with ^anks by the son-in law, he was 
ushered by this gentleman to a spacious old-fashioned apartment in 
the story above, where the family were assembled. 

As he stepped across the polished oaken floor, matted only in the 
centre, whereon stood a table, his eye bad leisure to^ survey the 
group* De Broussel, who rose at his approach, had been sitting 
near the wide. chimney-place, in axuriously carved chair, lined with 
tapestry. He was a man of about sixty years of age, with gray hair, 
which straggled from beneath a black velvet cap. His features 
were of a pleasing, benevolent cast, with the exception of the eye, 
in which there was an uneasy, restless twinkle, at variance with 
Ihe eomposure of serene old age, and indicating that vanity and the 
love of popular applause were not yet dead. The walking dress 
had been thrown aside for a loose, flowing, silken robe ; slippers 
were on his feet, and a laige gold-headed cane resting against the 
chair stood leady for present service. 

The Secretary's entrance had also disturbed Louise from her low 
seat on an ottoman at the President's feet, her head resting against 
his knees, whilst his hand occasionally strayed among her tresses. 
She was indeed happy; her countenance displayed a seriousness* 
and playfulness by turns, heightening the beauty of youth ; she 
felt herself the petted heroine of the family circle, and the s«ule of 
delight was only chased away for an instant, when a passing re- 
collection of the dangers she had escaped stole upon hec memory. 

Her sister, Madame du Tremblay, was a few years older, and 
had already acquired a matronly seriousness which contrasted un- 
favourably with the playful , laughing expression of Louise. There 
was, as St Maur imagined, a touch of the father*s unquiet glance ^ 
in the dder dattgbter,.though the features were as regular and beau- 
tiful as those of the. younger child. 

M. da Trembhiy, the husband, was of a mould which indicated 
courage and intelligence, but his manners betrayed indolence and 
pcide. He might» as the Secretary thought, hav^ shone in the camp. 
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or in civil afiatrs, if ifoitufi9<had prored fanrourable; but pride ioB* 
bidding tkim to feloop in order to r^^ he had vegetated in partial ob* 
Beniity till tb« mardage with ^ elder de.BroasBel had> brought in- 
dependence, and a few petty cared, which occupied the mind with- 
oat strengthening the iaculties. in pereoa he wa& handsome, well 
proportioned, and -about thirty years'of age. 

Dame Josephine, the housekeeper, who 'was continually in and 
out of the apartment, had been, aince the. death of Madame de 
Bfoussel/as St. Maur learned, a privileged person, mistress of the 
household, and usurping all the offices which of right belonged to 
Louise, since the marriage of her sister. 

The President hastened to meet the Secretary, and embiacing him 
s^ectionately, while the tears flowed down his cheeks, he thanked 
him, in broken sentences, for the services rendered to Louiae; to 
himself ; to all the family. Madame du TremUay, seeing her father 
60 affected, and fearing that the emotions would be too much for his 
strength, came forward to his assistance, and adding her thanks to 
those of the President, he was re^-condueted by them to his chair ; 
6t. Maur occupying a place by his side. 

An interesting conversation ensued, which gradually grew m(»e 
enlivened, whilst the bright eyes of Louise, who had resumed the 
atation at her father's feet, were ever encountering the gaze of htx 
deliverer. 

In the intervals of discourse, St. Maur's glances wandered round 
the chamber, for his curiosity was excited, as k ^vas the first Hme 
he had visited a family of the same class as that of the President 

The apartment was decorated in a plainer style than the saloons 
*of the Hotel de Cbevreuse, or the houses of the noblesse of similar 
lank. The articles of furniture were iew, and disposed in veiy 
formal order. The walls were hung with paintings, the subjects 
principally chosen from Scripture. The 'genealogical tree of the 
Presidents fiamily was also there, and on it was observable, in fresher 
colours than the rest, the blazonry of du Tremblay. A beaoHful 
Madonna was suspended 0¥%r the chimney. Between the windows, 
which overlboked the Rue St. Antoine, was a mirror with braaches 
to support tapers; on the opponte side stood the -massive boffet, 
groaning with its array of silver and glass. Jt being now the mid> 
die of summer, the wide chimne}' was dear and vacant, glistening 
vith its lining of varnished tiles, depicting the tale of Joseph and 
his brethren ; a pair of bright silver supportsior embers stood oa 
the hearth. The whole was nea^ and eieanlyi hut aeemad fornoi 



•* 
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i8iid«ntfi|uated to the taste of theSecretar^/aoenstoined tolbe style 
and mode c4 life of a gayer class of society. 

An occasional seriousness stole over the conversation, M^ken by 
ekance a casual remaik^ through association* brought to mind the 
BtratUge incident which had intrbdneed the yonth to the family cir* 
cle; and even Louise, miithfal and joyous as she was at intervat% 
and luxuriating in the feelings which Md rendered her, all at once, 
an object of deep sympathy with her friends, could not wholly dis- 
sipate tha vision of that hated 'chamber, wbire she had been detain- 
ed prisoner. 

At the supper board, Dame Jos^hine occupied a 8eat,«ad by her 
loqtfacity enlivened the discouree. A short prayer, before and after 
the meal, had a touching interest communicated to it by the appro- 
priate appeal to Divine Mercy for escape from peril ; aiear glisten- 
ed in the father's eye a&he uttered the words, and all heads were 
kowed in ihanklulfiiess. • 



CHAPTER XX. 

Fake hope, ab ! whjther now so ipeedy Meat 1 

la vain thy winged feet ao fast thou plieit } 

Hope, thou art dead, and joy, in hope relying, 

Bleeds in his hopeless wounds, and in his death lies dying. 

FLKTctasa. 

In the solitude of his own chflonber^ St. Maur lelt the fatigue^ 
both of body and mind, which a long and arduous day's toil and 
excitement could not fail of producing. His reflections. were not ol 
tinmixed satisfaction. He had, indeed, won golden opinioafl. of 4h» 
de Broussel family, and had adroitly rescued the Coadjutor from the 
awkward predicament occasioned by Jocoso's gratuitous villany ; 
but all the danger to his own peace of mind, which he had antici-: 
^ted from aa intimacy with the President, was,, he. thought, i^out 
to be realized. 

How to escape from the p^il was tiie subject of his cogitations 
as he fell asleep ; and when he awoke, it seemed as .though the, 
tiiread of the reverie had been present to his mind through the night, 
so intendy was it occupying his attention at the moment of' return- 
ing consciousnesa Gradually his thoughts resolved a eouise of 
action, which would satisfy Us aideat knigiog to kiiow the fate of. 
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Isdiine, and be attended, with ih» beneficial aervioe of renetk^ 
Jules from a sphere, ia which his love of intenneddliag |iromiacd 
tf» be exceedingly tronUesome. 

It was the intention of the Secretary to procure a pass, or sale 
conduct for the barber, permitting him to leave the city. By these 
means, he. might easily, and without molestation, lepaif to St. Cloud, 
and there make inquiries respecting the abode of Madame du Plea- 
sis; and if she were not at the court, he mig^ use every available 
means of gaining intelligence of her residence, or if mishap had be- 
fallen her, of her fate. This was a mi&sion which would perfectly 
suit the character and scope of the barber*e(. mind ; and in which his 
curiosity and love of prying into secrets would tend to St Maor's 
benefit. 

As Jules had now entered openly into the service of the Secre- 
tary* he was lodged in the archiepiscopal palace, near the apartment 
of his master, who after dressing, in which he needed no other as- 
sistance than his own hands — and indulged not in the growing luz- 
nry of the age — summoned the barber — barber, indeed no more — 
to his presence. 

It was no part of St. Maor's plan to naloe Jules acquainted with 
the motives of the proposed inquiry, although he conjectured, that 
as his attachment to du Plessis was to a certain degree matter of 
public notoriety, his new servant might not be altogether ignorant 
of it 

Jules showed less zeal for the task than might have been ex- 
pected from his character ; still he professed willingness to run all 
hazards incidental to traversing a country in arms, to serve his be- 
neSacior. But short notice was essential for his equipment, and St 
Maur left him to make the necessary preparations, while he resort* 
ed to the archiepiscopal closet to procure the pass,- and leport his 
adventures to the Coac^utor. 

De Hetz was extremely pleased at the manner in which he had 
extricated him from the consequences of the scrape, and closed np 
the avenue to inquiry, without involving a deadly quarrel with de 
Broussel, or compromising his clerical dignity widi the public 

** But,** continued de Retz, « though I am deeply indebted for 
avoiding a quarrel with the old man, and that springald, du Trem- 
blay, yet believe me. Monsieur, I do not shrink from the affair as 
telales to yourself. You have done me such excellent service,** 
added the Coadjutor, rising irom his chair, " and aftoided such proofs 
of diuntaieiiediEieiidahip, that I shwdd be woiae thau OQgralefal. 
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n&t to wsuve all Considerations of our relative positions, in afibrding 
Monsieur the satisfaction he must undoubtedly require at my hands ; 
and terminate the quarrel how it' may, I feel, from my knowlec^ 
of his character, that it will he no interruption to our friendship, or 
his advancement." • ^ 

Thiar speech was uttered with more mannerism than usual with 
de Ketz, whose style of converse was in general adroit, easy, and 
polished. It brought colour to the cheeks of the Secretary, arising 
both from thfe feelings of the high consideration with which he had 
been treated, and of Ibe erroneous ideas entertained by the prelate 
with respect to his connexion with the de flroussel family. 

He hastened to assure Monseigneur that he was deeply penetrat- 
ed by these marks of kindness and condescension ; but th^ it was 
impossible he could place himself in the fattnburable position allud- 
ed to by the prelate. He had no claim on the Coadjutor, inasmuch 
as he had no interest or sjrmpathy ^ith the family, save such as 
wcmld naturally arise from the distre^ brought on a young niaiden 
b)r the' gratuitous error of Jocoso. 
, **I«^ it indeed so ."* exclaimed de Ret* 

St. Maur, in reply, related how unsought on his part had been the 
office of preux chevaiier on the occasion.' He felt pity for the 
maiden, and his sympathies were excited when he had once entered 
on the senrice, which would he thought, be feelingly appreciated by 
a brother Frondeur, and do no harm tq the cause. But there ter- 
minated the matter so far as he was concerned ; though he was 
much surprised at the discovery, that the very Mademoiselle de 
Broussel who had been carried off, was the same lady who had ex- 
cited the admiration of Monseigneur. 

«• And whom:! advised you to seek in marriage, you would say!* 
cried th^ prelate^" and which I still advise, and would therefore re- 
commend Monsieur St. Maur to reflect ere he foregoes his clapi at 
my hands. I foresee the delicacy in which he will tmd his honour 
placed, if he should hereafter prosecute his suit." 

The youth agahi thanked the Coadjutor, and assured him that it 
was impossible he could entertain any affectbn for the lady ; he 
must, therefore, respectfully decline the prel&te'fe oflfer: ' 

« Then our buisiness is concluded," cried de Retz, cxteilding his 
hand. He added, after a pause, ** du Plessis, th^, is stOl triumph- 
ant ; but I fear ahe ie lost to you forever." 

St Maur blushed deejay, whil((t the Coadjutor, who observed the 
effect, proceeded in his^iistial/haif-seriaos/hidf j6cttiar mode, to in- 
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§om him tliatNoinDoatier, gained orer byde Clueneiise's e}>isde8t 

bad jil5t deserted from St Cloudy aad anived safely in Puis. Froni 
a conversation with this gentleman, the prelate had ascertained that 
da Pleaais* influence over the Qneen and the Caidinal was gone — 
that she herself had quitted the court, and it was currently reported^ 
that chagrin at losing the royal favour hlul indooed her to take the 
yeil» in a convent in one of. the provinces. 

St Maor heard this in death^like silence ; he felt that the de- 
spair-of his heart most be vivble in his face ; still he behaved with 
apparent composure, afraid to ask questions, yet anxious not to Ion 
a particle of the narration* Nothing certain was known by the 
Coadjutor oi the place of her retxeat, or whether she had actually 
taken the veil, or was only peifonning her noviciate. Hie aewa 
had been oommunicated by Noiimoutier, as matter of court-gossip, 
and the incident of her taking the veil was ill-naturedly comment- 
ed on at St Cloud) as the usual refuge of despairing faic ooes die* 
graced at court, and hopeless of xegaining influence, or offonoing a 
matrimonial allianoe. 

The prelate continued retpling Noirmoutier's budget of n^ws ; 
but obstfving the blanched cheeks of St. Maur, he changed the 
ml^ect, and reverting to the de Brousnel family, reiterated his thanksi 
assuring the youth that although his untamed spirit led him into 
admiration of MademoiseUe, and would possiblyi if forno other mo* 
tive than spite to de Chevreuse, have engaged in a wild adventure, 
ill befitting his profession, still he was innocent of Jocoro^s attempt 
He, however, felt it incumbent on him to assume the lesponsibili* 
ty, as the artful rogue had been a confident of his love^fit, and was 
his companion in watching the maiden in the church. <* He doubt> 
less thought," added ^ Hetz, *< that be was doing important service, 
and expected a laige rpwaid lor extra diligence and promptitude. 

.«< I aee by your indignant looks," continued the prelate, " your 
notion that he pays a very bad* though perhaps a deserved, eompli« 
ment to my morality .** 

It was now. St Maur*s turn to change the discourse, which be 
eflacted by requiring a pass for h^ servant, which the Coadjutor 
immediately complied witb» smiling very mysteriously and archly, 
as he handed' the document He then pressed upon the youth, in 
spite of his reluctaace to receive the present, an enamelled:miiuatare» 
studded with diamonds, of Lorenzo de Medici, the gift pf that wise 
prince to. an ancestor, of de Ketz, whose family were of Italian ori- 
gin ; their otigml name, of de Gondl being maw meifod in.the ter- 



titoeial appellatioii of de Retz. On retiring) the prelate requested 
jthat as aofm-BB lie had despatched hid own private affairs, he would 
repair to the Hotel de Chevreuse, as there were maUers of moment 

to.be diaciis394- . . 

. St. Maur returned to his chamber with a heavy heart; even 
the polite ofer of de fietz to measure swords with him^ could not 
«Kcite A smile, He was annoyed at not Unding J ttles^ who at length 
making his appearance, did not seem much inclined to account for 
the delay in his absence. The. youth, careless of the matter, has- 
tened to provide him with money, arms, and pass. He had, as 
he bitterly rejflected) additional cause for hurrying o# the man, and 
reiterated his instructions, that afikirs of state required a knowldge 
of Madame du Plessis's present abode, and what communication, if 
any, now existed between her and the court. He then saw his 
trusty aide 'de-camp safe beyond the barriers; and recommending a 
circuitous rout& to avoid the scouts of Turenne's army^ repaired to 
the domicile of the Dtichess de Chevreuse. 

It was the fashion of the age for the Queen to receive her minis* 
ters, officers of state, and other iuncti^aries, in her bjod*chamberi 
lirhich at a certain hour of the mornings after breakfast, was usu« 
a}]y crowded. Whether the custom originated in indolence, or not, 
we cannot say; but it involved no breach of decorum^and the 
morning levee in the bed-chamber ^'as as fully attended as a meeting 
in the council-room. 

The mode prevailed with Madame la Duchease, or Madame la 
Comtesee, as the case might be, who, in imitation of courtly autho* 
rity, received the train of flatterers and admirers-^artist^, poets tseek* 
ing a patroness, and even the minor world, of dancing and qi^usic- 
masters. Many of the comedies of Moliere have been recited by 
their author to an admiring group circled round the couch of some, 
languishing duchess, dissipating the fatigues of the previous even- 
ing with cqf4 noir, that she might be in a conidition to listen to the 
poet's scones. 

Our readers must i^ot, therefore, be startled on finding that St. 
Maur, on his arrival at the Hotel de Chevreuse, was ushered into 
the bedchaoD^ber of the Duchess, where were assembled de.Hetz, 
Beaufort, and other. Frondeurs of quality^ both gentlemen and of 
the fair sex. It was in faet a cabinet-council of the Fronde. ,: 
. The chamber, was on the principal floor^ at the termination of a 
suite of reception-rooms; it was spacious in its proportions,, carpet- 
ed, the wails wainscotted, apd divided into rich,ly-bordered panels. 
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6n which the aitist had exerct^ hki skill in depicting ifiTythologicai 
grcraps. The hangings and coverlet of the bed •were of roarooiik 
velvet fringed with lace, and the Uniiiigs of white satin ; the posts 
were surmounted with piumes of ostrich feathers. An open door, 
(for on these oCcattons feverylhing was adapted for display, not pri- 
vacy) disclosed a dressing-closet and magniticent toilet-table, the 
costly appendages of which cannot be bettef described than by our 
own Pope, making due allowance for several newly invented 
articles of luxury, unknown to the Dudiess de Chevreuse ^— 

Asd now uQveil'd the toilet stands displsty'd^ . 
Each silver vase in mystic order laid. 
Unnnmber'd treasures ope ftt once, and here 
The various offerinffs of the world appear. 
This casket India's glowing gens unlocks, 
And all Arabia breathes froti yonder box. 
The tortoise here and elephant unite, 
Transform^ to oombs, the speckled and the white. 
Here files of pins extend their shining row8« 
Puffs, powdery, patohes, bibles, billet-doiuc 

The duchess, as may be gppposed, had received the usual care 
at the hands of her tire-Women, arid appeared to St. Maur still 
more intereRiting and engaging, as she reclined against the soft pil« 
lows, which were so disposed as to allow of her turning to address 
her friends standing or. sitting on either &de than' when moving ma- 
jestically through the saloon, or along the gay parterre. One of 
her beautiful bands, of which she was justly very proud, was oc- 
casionally, with pardonable vanity, stretched ovier the velvet cover- 
let ; and, as in the case of returning the salutation of the youth, 
drew attention to the slender jewelled fingers of the high-born dame. 

The dark-featured Noirmoutier, a handsome man about forty years 
of age, her latest triumph, whom she had enticed from the court of 
her rival, Anne of Austria, was the hero of the hour, engaging most 
of her attention, as he sat by the bedside. St. Maur looked around 
for fsabelle de Chevreuse, but she was absent 

He soon discovered, that there were, as de Retz had informed him, 
important afBiirs to discuss. The Duchess, as well as 'the Fronde 
generally, had found by experience, that as long as they remained 
cooped up in Paris, and the open country was in possession of the 
King's army, they could do nothine: eflecfUal with tiie court, and ran 
great risk the while of dissensions in their own body, which might 
cause a dissolutiott of the faction.' 

The Duchess, who had much at stake i& thesuocess of the Fronde, 
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ind of kte become mncb ci^agrined at ihfi proln^ilecl psatsrc of the 
contest Her Kopes^ m the coniraenceinent» rested in the expecta- 
tion that the court would he forced into the demands of the Fronde, 
and that she should gain what she required for her family, as well 
as triun&ph over the Queen. Now that the prospect of accommoda- 
tion appeared remote, she resolved to bring foreign aid to bear upon 
the quarrel; and by her influence with the Court of Spain, and v^ith 
the Duke of Lorraine, she had induced the latter Prinoev if the 
Fronde consented, to march his well-discipline<f army to Biris. 

There w'ere, in addition, certain forces attached to the Prince of 
Cond^ ; his regiment pf hody-gi3ards, and a large dis|N»able body 
of newly-raised and half-disciplin^ soldiers in the provinces, at ihfi 
fiervice of the Fronde, raised chiefly on the Wince's estateS) and 
equipped at his expense. The city of Bordeaux had alao sent as- 
'^urance of its adhesion to the Fronde, and other cities and towns in 
the south were disposed to follow the example ; so that if a well 
«trranged plan of operations were attem|^te4> it would have every 
chance of success. 

A leader was required^ a well-skilled and acoomplished general, to 
turay and discipline the provincial army, and conduct it to Paris, to 
act in concert with the forces of the capital, and the expected foreign 
■Lilies. The absence of the imprisoned Condi was severely felt, for 
his presence alone in Bordeaux, or other cities of the provinces in 
his government, would have been suflicient to raise an army. 

TTie debate that ensued, though vitally interesting to titie person- 
ages concerned, would have but little atbuction for our readers ; it 
is sufficient, therefore, for us to say, diat after much discussion* 
Beaufort was dedared on the whole the best fitted for tiie post of 
Creneral. He had shown considerable ability in conducting the war 
raging round the capital, and he could be spared, asde Retz possess- 
ed equal influence with the various claims of citizens. 

The question of accepting or rejecting the proffered foreign aid 
was not so easily disposed of ; and it was remarked that St. Maur, 
who seldom joined in the debates, confining himself almost wholly 
to the duties of registering the proceedings of their various meetings, 
on this occasion spoke out openly and vnurnly, a^nst having te^ 
course to a measure which would be the means of introducing for- 
eign mercenaries into the kingdom, who would pillage their lapds 
and houses, without consideration of party ; making UQ distioctipii 
between Fronde ur and Mazarinian; doing the work of Spain, the 
common enemy of , Fraace, and undoing all the glorious victo- 
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lies obfained By his Rojral Highness over their ancient and io* 
yeterate foe. 

) The reasoning was good and patriotic, and met with sympath/ 
from de Retz, Gourville, and the others; hut the fear of losing all 
the promised spoil they had toiled for^and the chance even of heing 
deprived, if ihe court were socce^ful, of their present possessions, 
prevailed over patriotism; and that reasoning was held strongest, 
which promised the strongest aid. 

The condition of their future operations were at length definiti«Iy 
settled, hy the Duke of Beaufort accepting the commission of Cen- 
eral of aill the forces which were, or could he, raised out of Paris; 
his instructions were to conduct the levies to the capital without 
risking a hattle with the royal army. 

■ The Dnchess de Chevreuse also gained her point in Being allow- 
ed to write to the Duke of Lorraine, that hfs army should B^ per- 
mitted to enter the city of Paris, provided he did not make his ap* 
pearance Before the return of de Beaufort with the native forces. 
This last proviso was the fruit of de Retz's sagacity, who had an 
eye to the Parliament, and knew from the trouBle he had already 
experienced in his dealings with that cbrps^ that the introduction of 
forces would Be a sore suBject, and ditfcult to reconcile to precedent. 
Grourville had produced a commission signed in Blank By the Prince 
of Cond^, conferring on whomsoever might Be designated hj the 
council, the command of all the forces raised in his name, or under 
his sway. This had Been filled up with the titles of the grandson 
of the fourth Henry ; and de Retz considered, that when he return- 
ted with the army raised in the south, the Parliament, Being then un- 
der the protection of their own countrymen, would have less scru- 
ple in permitting the approach of foreigners. It would Be also a 
guarantee of security to all the Fh)ride ; for no citizen, or French- 
man, could view, without at least some jealousy as well as alarm, 
the capital partially occupied by armed strangers. 
» The Duchess was playfully chiding St. Maur on his audacity in 
venturing to (hwart her plans with the Duke of Lorraine, regretting 
the want of gallantry displayed in his first attempt to influence the 
Pronde, when their discourse was interrupted By the entrance gI 
one of the tire- women, who spoke to Madame in a whisper. 

The Duchess changed colour ; But continued the conversatTon on 
the departure of the woman. A few moments only elapsed, and 
the same person returned, speaking as Before, in a very low voice. 
De Chevreuse started in alarm, ||&d taming to her friends, entreated 



tiwir mdidgence^ «b Mademouftlle h^ daughter bad heax taken 
fladdenly and daqge^usiy iUf ' 

This communication immediately broke up tbe cabinet-council; 
and her friends, briefly <x)ndoling with Madame*8 djdt):e6$, retired. 
De iietz, after requesting the Secjcetarynpt to quit the hotel, left hint 
lo make inquiries after the health <^l laabelle de Chevreuse. 
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If erer fltftertknet Aoiild hflir 
Of <9iir fatt-knit aflecUons, tiiough pep:liaps 
The laws of conscience and of civil use 
May justly blamo'av, yet when they bnt'knoW 
Out ioreg, that love wSl wipe vmy thatTigoor. 
• ,, Fobs. 

Tax ab&nce of Madeipoie^Ie from the levee of the puchess had 
been remarked by St Maur as rather extraordinary, but not so much 
19(0 as to le^d to any inquiries. It might have been, he thought^ 
out of pique against de, Retz. But the alarm manifested byhec 
mother, on receiving the intelligence of her ilbesSi, led him to believe 
that, whatever might have be^a the original cause of her staying 
away on an occasion in which it is natural to suppose she would 
have been desirous of assisting — ^whether it were slight indisposition* 
or jeajious feeling^— she was now in a state (A ^vere or dangerous 
illness. 

Musing alone in a picture-gallery which formed a part of the 
suite of state chambers of the hotel, his mind was occupied iii con- 
trasting its present solitude with the gay appearance it exhibited 
when tilled with the visitors of Madame. Often he tkpught of Iso- 
line, of the disastrous news of Noirmoutier, and of the result 
awaiting Jules's inquiriea ; occasionally his thoughts strayed to de 
Betz : the influence exercised by Isabelle de Chevreuse over the 
prelate, and how his s^ts would be aflected by her illness or death. 

Finding solitude irksome, yet obliged to wait the pleasure of th« 

^ Coadjutor,, he made inquiry of the domestics respecting Mademoi- 

jB^lhb apd each report received was of more alarming import. She 

"hao, he learned, been seized with a strange and unaccountable ill- 

ness, without warning or previous indication, and in afew moments, 

from a state of sound he^th, ha^een brought to the point of death. 



Tiie skill of the physusionswab baffled in accounting ftxtliedbeMy 
and in attempting the cure ; it was whispered through the hotel tluit 
Iier life was despaired, of. 

De Hetz was in the chamber, watehiag orer the stdSerer ; no 
longer ther gallant, g^y ecclesiastic, b«( the mioiater of religion; 
praying for the repose of ihe '• parting soidr minktering tlie lites of 
the church, his o^ grief and despair subdued by the effort to afiord 
spiritual assistance to the sufierer, and consolation to the distracted 
mother. 

St. Maur, whose own tiooblcsB were great; could not refuse sym- 
pathy to de Bfiiz, and in this softened mood, yiewed him, as the 
Tictim of circumstances, placed ia a lalse position, from which there 
was no extrication. He was the priest (A aiel^ion whose sacred- 
ness he felt in. his heart, though Jbe knew his temperament wholly 
unfitted him for the doti^of his oAice, : JFalilagdesiierately in love 
with Isabelle, instead of deserved rebuke» he had met with encour* 
agement from this self-willed and uncontrolled fair one, and had 
been permitted the Society of the damsel by her mother, wfeo looked 
only to the worldly advantages derivable from the prelate's^ political 
power, and weighed not the evil and nnhappiness Which must be 
the fruit of hopeless ^flectiOh, opposed both to religion, and to the 
moral notions of the world. 

A terrible retribution had now fallen on the Duchess, and blame- 
af^le, ailpable as ^he was, Stl Maur reflected thsft she was never* 
theless becoming herself an object of pity. 

Deep silence reigned throughout the mansion; carriages were 
forbidden the street ; the servants within walked on tiptoe and spoke 
in whispers ; doors opened and closed noiselessly ; and every face 
betrayed anxiety and gloom. St. Maur felt himself forgotten by the 
Coadjutor, yet did. not feel at liberty to leave the house, and felt 
still more delicacy in sending a message to the prelate whilst enga« 
ged at the bed-side of the dying girl. 

From this unpleasent predicament he was at length relfcTed, br 
a re(juest from the Coadj'utor that he would follow the messenger, 
a female upper servant of the household. St. Maor obeyed m 8i« 
lence. ' The domestic opened and closed upon him the door of the | 
sick chamber. On the bed, which stood opposite, lay Isabell^e 
Chevreuse, her pallid features rendered more ghastly by tWM^w^ 
linen and drapery which surrounded her. The dark eye v^ stilf 
brilliant and restless, g^eamipg for a moment on the intrudir, and 
tonung c<^dly away as from a Jhp^r> * Tk^ Duchess sat «t tbe , 
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bed-side, ngardlFSS of St. Msiur's entrance ; twd ladied, kinswomen, 
ikovered ahovt the couch, their attention divided betweeh Isabeiie 
and her mote distressed mother. De fietz, in his canonicals, calm, 
tearless, yet pale as death, stood at the foot of the bed, watching 
the movements of the poor lady ; his chaplain, who had assisted 
him in administering: the eictceme unctsDn^ stood apart, looking oa 
infdlehce.' 

St Maw -ptnatA^- usxiotts not to attmct attention by approaching 
near» l^- bed ; and as the Coadjator came forward, he saw the 
damsel's eyes follow his steps. The youth, with pardilinable pre- 
sumption^ if it were such, extended his hand, which Ae Coadjntor 
grasped in sHenoe. Rjeoovering himself in a few moments, he told 
•8t Matir, in a low voice, that he saw them all in affifetiOn ; that ha 
felt, for -himsell, that he deserved the retribution. He should not, 
he said, leave the hotil tiH Mademoiselle was either released ^ora 
her flttfiedngs, or, what be had scarce hope of, had passed the crisis 
of her fate. ^ He should, therefore, make the Secretary the deposit 
tory of the kejrs of his treasure, that he might' disburse what was 
essential to the daily craving intei-ests of the Fkondei and his owii 
•establishment. • He "v^ot^M htiteBlso at his disposal the private 
fiaperB and docaihentsof the faction, that he might to a certain extent 
act in the place of the Coadjutor. For himself, de Retz added that 
he cOttld hear nothing of temporal concerns till the soul of Isabelle 
had fled, or that the family wereWessed beyond their hopes. 

"Monsieur de Ret*,^ said the moribund, in a voice which startlei 
them, " why have you forsaken me after so many vows?* 

«* Peace, Isabelle !*» tjried the Prelate ; « rem«lmher you have Jwr- 
4aken di the last holy rites of the church ; after them, (here should 
he no thought of earth." ' ' 

*< But do 3'0«[ detiy the v^s P' rejoined the damsel, ekhibkin|{ 
somewhat of her fbrmer pertinacity. 

« ^ter Isabeik I" said the Coadjutor, ** I wilf not forsake yot 
till you fall asleep, and will watch over your sleeping ; but if my 
jM^sencerecsdlk wor^y thoughts, ['bust, lor your soul's sake, quit 
tiie cbamber." 

The youth understood by'the prelate's responses, if such evidence 
^Me ^nting, that all hope of the damsel's ree6very had been gtvea 
ti^the extreme unction having been administered, theUt remained 
only to compose the parting soul to meet death serenely; all 
<rorldly -discourse, all interviews with patties fending to wtthdravr 
Ae mind Irom tike dontemjjilatltt^ tli6 ap^ioadimg a#fttt efatiDge.' 
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were forbidden by the diflciplme of the cbnich. He saw 6iat te 
task of the Coadjutor waa hard and aeyeie; feeling that each paas- 
ing moment might carry on its wings the soiil of her he lored, }git 
forced to aflBume a Feienity and com^iosiue befitting his ptiesdy 
functions. 

Knovt'ing that the only motiTe for bis being admitted a witness of 
the sad scene was the relactance of de Retz to entrust the keys of 
his archives to any third party, he wasanxioas tawididnw. The 
Coadjutor walked with kin to the door^.ha» hand was an the 
handle, when IsabeUe, whose mind was far f lom being compoeed, 
cried, in a sepulchial tone which thiilled duough his frame, 

" Stay ! It is ^t Maur ! I wish to talk with him." 

A shade passed over the pale iaee of de Bets ; he slightly knit 
his brows with vexation, but more in sonow than in anger; and 
whispering to the youth th^ it was. wrong to indulge her wander- 
ing fancy, yet beyond his nature to taluse, he led the Secittary to 
the bedside. 

Her htfge dark eye rested on him as she said slowly, and with 
a voice which seemed to be le-echo^d in the still chamber, 

" It used to be talked of and laughed at~*hut never by me — that 
yon were in love with Madame du Flesais> and she jetttxned your 
affection — was that the Uuth-l" 

This was a very plain question^ and he felt all the awkwaidnesB 
which a youqg man would natumUy feel in being so questioned ; 
but he could not bring himself to any equivooation with one in the 
state of the damsel, and answered thi^ the report was true. 

« And would you ever break faith with her ?*' iaquhed Isabeile. 

This stroke was so unexpected, and came with such force, like a 
voice from the dead, that he was fairly staggered* His countenance 
became deadly pale,, he trembled, and could not speak. 

Isabeile rose from her pillow, crying, ** B^oSfP i begone !" then 
adding in. a lower tone, as she saik back exhausbed, *< They are 
aU alike r 

The Coadjutor, his eyes filled with tears, hwried the youth to the 
door, and bidding him act up to the spirit of the Fronde^ as a^freed 
in the morning conference^ returned tcrthe bed-side. 

tSt. Maur quitted the hotel, ^nd found himself ii> bis own cYm^ 
ber in the aichiei»scopai. palace, ere be could recover his scatlmd 
thoughti^ or shake off the horror of the scene. He had that very 
ipoming, in his own mind, sat in judgment on the. actions of tl^ 
Coadjutor, and judg^ hjm, ik th^j^ue spirit of chaaty, leniently; 



He now stood himself judged, condemned, and was not disposed to 
Urge the same leniency for himself as he had felt for hia patron. 
The words of ihe dying; Isabelle haunted him ; he tried to shake off 
tlie melancholy impression, but could not They were, he told 
himself, again and again, but the wilu thoughts of one who in her 
short earthly career had proved untameable; and who in dying 
could not be brought to throw off the consideration oi her earthly 
affections, upon which she still lingered, and which was scarcely 
to be wondered at, as their object was ever in her presence. Still, 
with his weakened spirits, he was awed by the circumstance, 
which spoke to his fears almost supernaturally. 

The long hours of a summer's day liad slowly rolled away ; night 
was at hand ; lie was restless, but could not sleep, and went to the 
' library, intending to read, or watch through the darkness. He tried 
several books^ but could not fix his attention long ; he felt drowsy, 
hut would not return to his chamber ; and placing the taper on a 
small table, he reclined in the capacious library-chair, watching the 
^me stirred gently by the wind, till he fell asleep. 

* He knew not how long he had slept; but wating with the cold, 
he found his own taper burnt ou^ but was startled at beholding a 
stream of light issuing from the closet. As he approached, he heard 
a voice praying, and on reachipg the closet, beheld the Coadjutor on 
his knees. The noise of St. Maur*s footsteps was heard by the 
Prelate ; lie sprang startled to his feet, as though he expected to 
confront something mpr-e than mortal. ). 

" Ah ! who is that ?** he cried. " St. Maur i — your presence re- 
lieves me "' 

The Secretary had not courage to inquire how fared Isabelle ; he 
saw by the Coadjutor's looks that her earthly struggles were 
over, and felt regret in breaking upon his privacy. He "was pro- 
ceeding to explain the accident of his appearance, but was stopped 
abort hy de Retz* who told him that Isabelle de Cheyreuse waa no 
more. t 

The aspect and aj^arance of de Retz betrayed the deepest afflic« 
tJon ; he could not have been himself aware of the depth of his 
^2>^iAsion for the deeeased damfseL But it was not alone her death, 
which he now bewailed ; there was mixed with his grief remorse 
foriihe irregularities of a dissolute life. . Her sudden dissolution had 
awakened him to the reality of truths which he had often preached but 
never felt. He experienced all the sinfulness of his passion, and 
upblaid^d himself for th^ recidfiasaess of bi3 easier. , Bitterly he 
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reproached the memory of bis Mher, and mveighed againsf the oli 
ArchbiBbop, hi? unde, now Hving secluded in a cloister. 

**Had they not exercised this tyranny o^t me, StMaar,** ex* 
claimed the Ptelarte, ^ I dlltoidd have ran the xsbvtd covrse of vrild* 
Bess : — fought, gambled, spent my blood and my moRey, till riper 
years brought repentance and an orderly life ^ Bot ivhal can purify 
me Bo\T ? I have disgraced the priesthood/' 

Continuing in this strain, it was eridenlly uselesB Ibr St Maar 
to attempt to afford him consolation f be, tb^refoie, besought the 
Coadjutor to se^k reposew It was new near morning ; the ghastly 
white light of opening day^ peering through the Matters, ao hateful 
to revellers and the solitary student, warned them to letire^ 

In i^te of his grief, de Retz could not avoid AOticing- the hag* 
gard, disordered look of St. Maur, and smiling faintly, told hint 
that he stood much more in need ol'the advice he profleied ; and 
vk commanding the Secretary to letire, he spoke aa hie physician, 
Bot as the Coadjutor cff Paris. 

When St Maur, after a few howrs' repose, again met the Coad- 
jutor» the prelate's grief wa» more serene, bat the change it had 
wo&ed ic his character, and was still working, was yet more ap- 
parent than in the previous interview in the library. 'It seemed to 
press heavily on his conscience that.Isabelle had died — not, indeed, 
earless ol fte. awful change awaiting her — but as one whose life 
had been so pure and innocent that preparation was unnecessary* 
To the very last moment he co^d not bring her mind to dwelt 
wholly <Hi the contemplation ol hopes beyond the pKseat world; 
penitent and contrite sfaeexpreseed herself, but her fancy ever wan* 
dered to the happiest scenes ol her short Hfe; and she continually 
— to the prelate^s horror— gneralottsly upbtsuded him Ihat baa aflec- 
tions were changed. 

** She wovld,'* contrnoed de Retz, gra^m^ the arm, of St. "M&xu, 
and the youth li^t him tremble vidently ae^ he spoke, '* have had 
me talk to her as 1 have when she was in health, responding to 
her protestations <tf love — ^kneeling M her bedside^ her ebbing, sin- 
fut sool drinking the sounds of earthly BQ^Oioa I This wiU be my 
life's sorrow, St Mbuir ! I, who ought tn have been her guide, her >i 
adviser — ^ j. 

Bis emotions were too powetfol to control, and he burst from 
tte Secretary, unable to endure the weight oi his veflectioas. 

For some da3rs after this event there was little alter^on in the 
iortUAeft of the Fiance. FoOr Iqibdle had been caBB%Dtod to h» 
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JjHrent tordi, and ietf gloom reigned in the once gay UStel de 
Chevimiae. Bektifort had departed for the soath, to array, discdpline, 
«uid conduct the loites of CoadI to Paris. The Coadjutor conduct* 
ifid tbeBfoars^t the faction with his usual skM rbut ^e tenor of 
his private life .^)raB Whoiiy changed ; saving its political bias, it 
was pnfsi'fadlyi and even austere ; and his manners were chasten* 
tod by (ft grief which was lelt moite than seen. 

<St Maur, who had imbibed a portion of the Coadjtttoi^s melan- 
febnly* was daily expecting the'retum of Jtiles, }^t fearing that the 
^lay aiose from some mdschance, and there were maity to be ap- 
l^headedt which might hare befallen that eccentric petsonage. 

In the meantime, with all' his reserve, the Secretary had been un-* 
Hbte to escape the pressing hospitalities of da Broussel ; the more 
|iatns he took lo avoid ccmlact with the President's family, the more 
tdMaoe or fete worked opposite to his wishes. 
. . Julee came at length to (ermtnate the fears of his patron. St 
Maur-lottndhim in his chamber one momiog, as he returned from 
fei sortii made by the Pari»aB forces, to cover the approach of a large 
vupply o£ provisions^ of which the city stood much in need. 

St Maw could not avoid expressing his wonder at the long ab- 
sencie of Juies, cooaderin^ the ^ort distance of St Cloud from 

Paris. 

So Josqphineaays,^ cried the man ; ** but if Monsieur knew—** 
Josephine t** exdaimed- St Maur, in a tone of displeasure. 
*« You went there before paying me a visit r* 

Jutes coloured in confusion. This was the first occasion on 
which St MMr had aver witnessed him at fault. The absence of 
las servant previous to the jdumey, when he ought to have been 
waiting the youth's return to the palace, rushed to kis memory, 
«onfinning his impressioas that this quondam barber would prove a 
Iroubiesome retainer. It was evidendy an unintentional and an- 
lioying slip, in sutfering the visit to Josephme to escape his Slips. 
Jules did %ot readily recover himself, and the account olf his mis- 
sion was at first confused and ipiperiect. 

It appesfred^ according lo his nairatloa, fkat he had reabhed St 
Cloud without hdng deapoSed "Of his equipments by any of the 
%oving troops of Tttrermc's «irmy ; o,nd die time had been since 
9peat in gaining an access to the under servants of the court, pick- 
ing .up ad wi^U^is ihe could^ and ^m whatever quarter oifered, all 
the ifilbimation aUaio^&Iet It would have been, he admitted, very 
ttMoqflete «i4«a8dMMtoryvif chaaoehad «ot ^kiomik lahis v^ 
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the opportunity of perfonning some, slight serrieeB to tbe l^etfr fltf- 
tholin» wjhom^ he discoveied, kad been maitre d'h$tel to Maiamer 
dtt,Plefi»is, and was now ip the bo*iisebold of Mozaiih. * 
; At the mention of Bartholin's name St. Maar felt that Some ^w- 
dence might bejittaphed to JnleeCs infonijfiitionr, as the maUft^k^tdt 
Baspected.hy Isolioe to h& placed in eontrcd ever he/hbuseliDld in 
the secret capacity of spy, would know the trnt&of the nunoiiT re^ 
fipecttng her. . . " ..■■'*'. 

Jules had been asst^r^' he said, hy the Sienr Bartboliii« that 
Madame du Fleasisliad taken the veil at a cenyent in AvigBon, 
whose abbess wa» a distant kinswoman ; that a dispensatioQ hal 
been procured to dispense with the usuaA novieiate term. 

With great efibrti S^^ Maur mastered ki» emotions sufficiently te 
listen to the recital of a history which was the death-blow ef long 
cherished hopes. He neveitheJkss suspected artifice ia Judes ; aadt 
telling the Dauphiaese that the news k& brought agreed not with 
intelligence received frm other sources^ and that if he were di8> 
covered to have played false hid, life should oelfainly psy the forfeit ; 
but if heitow eenfeesed the design hie shoukl be icHrgiven^-^e waldi* 
ed the e0^ of this threat iipon Julea 

The v^w, .bowevei^ solemniy asswed St Maar that he had le^ 
ceived the news as he gave it, from Bartholin ; and offered to wait 
in safe keeping in the Cdneiergerie, while the. Sacisetairy despatched 
another envoy to the late maUr(^ d^hStei o£ Makaseto, to deiermine 
the veracity of the report 

This ofier appeared so reasonable and convincing to St. Maur, 
that his judgment could no longer leiuae assent to tli« honesty of 
the talej and he dismissed his servant, to .brood in silence over his 
ruined hopes. ,> . . 



CHAPTER XXlt. 

Full little kno'vrest thoii that hast pot tride', 
^ •. . Wlififb^ it i» in suing long tofbide*; 

To lose good days tbat mi^t t>e b«ltc» uppai 9 
- To waste long nights in yensivb disconteak. 4 

t 

T^ Qeaditttpr's regiment of horse, the firM of the CorifithfeuiSV 
had .taken pslrt In the varied warfave of the Fronde, but 9t Maar, 
though holdtfii^.tfas post of Capt^» wa» nMeBy eh»tt% l^eing en- 
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Pg6d ill hh moie kaportant cml duties^ But now li«m was a 
marked chanj^e : he sought every opportunity of performing mflitary 
service* e^n to the negkct of the epuacils o^ the Fronde ; and there 
w$s a rashness in bis behaviour which, while it gained him the 
<ep«itatio;i of cooiage and. daring fwith tj»e BatisiaDS, exposed the 
regiment* 0n*mor^ than one occasion, to severe loss, as well as his 
own life to the exireaiily of peril. At the bridgis of Chi^nton, 
being ordered by Noirmoutier, Geneml of the Frende in the absence 
of Beaufort, to make a feint with tluee. UOfxps of &e Coadjutor's 
legjment^ he led Jiis little foicey a. compact, weH-moonled body (^ 
ftboiut two hundred troops^ far beyond the line iadioated, convertiiig 
the intended f^int of Nwmoutier into e real attack) and» by theirp- 
petuosil^^ of. the assault on the enemy's artiUery> droye t^m from 
their canuoa> two pieces of which weie ca{)tured) though at the loss 
of.maay men and horses, slaughtered in the approach, and to the 
derangment of the General's plan of battle. , His other military ad^ 
ventures were of the si^e character, comreying to the multitude an 
impression of gallant daring, but to the leaders of the factioa the 
idea that. he had become careless of life. . . . ( 

Meanwhile^ as the warm summer months were rolling away> aiid 
autumn displayed its sadder livery, the entire nation had become 
engaged in the quarrel of the eapstal { cities^ provinces, towns, ^and 
nobles taking part with the Fronde^ or the Court, ^as suited the rul- 
ing passion. The provincial Parliaments sided with that of JPaas ; 
the large cities, as Bordeaux, Marseilles, Orleans, Lyons, took up 
the quarrel m the light of a struggle for reduction of taxation, and 
equaJizalioA of Imposts* and assisted Beaufort in his efforts to raise 
an amy, with supplies of men and money. Many of the Gover- 
nors of fortresses reduced their garrisons^ in order to increase the 
royal afmy^oatbe field>.and indiiK^ arrays of the proviAcial no* 
blesse. The struggle grew more deadly every day. ; 

The Marshd Turenne, second lOnly to Cond4 in militaxy genius, 
and move than his ^ual in experience, commanded the royal camp 
which occupied St. Cloud and its. neighbaurhoody in the palace oL 
which name the court had been lodged since its forced tiight from 
Paris. His army was not strong epough to besiege the capital in 
form 9 andthoughihe troops were generally well-disciplined veterans^ 
and had, as might.be expected, the advantage over the raw Pansiaa 
levies, yet he could not reduce the place, by famine ; the area was 
too extensive to be strictly blockaded, aad Noirmoutier, following 
Beaufqpfs piaas, whicU wjbsq to .confine his cfgsmtixm to {i dashinip 
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t^i fb ]^¥Ofiecf th^ convoys of proVisiohd, 6iieceis(Min hiSSs^ ^ 
cekbfate^ marshal. 

£k Jlets^ v^ds in the occasional receipt of mten%6nee^fro(n Ae iof 
pisaitefi CaaAi^ whv constiftUly \rrg«d the Coaditftof to atfempt hi^ 
lescue",- 6y ^beai^e iir^ Welt^^nllRYged stidden- Eessamlt, tskmg esNf 
Id find obcitf^on' for tnimne in m oppbdffe^aaitef. ' IThe Frelatitf 
bad tte et^ qtfiter as mt^ at heart aer tire ftioonet, bctt be had 
Aot the qnedity of troOps essential fo the emevj^iser, add Was 6bliged 
to defer the sdiEtim tSS. ^ksLnfxt^stiovild arrive fifbm tfi^ ddilth. 

He wa^ af^il/ htf^v%r^ aa fre expfeased hmreelf to St. Maufy 
that the Princef would be remedied to a distanff mi mate secare for* 
tttssfe ere the E^Jtie awiv^d. tf t^fecs only pride hi 1* ordttne ^hiah 
jiidticed Mn to thef gtatiiifotis task of k^ping constant ^cateh otf 
Tmceilines, thai if nright not be said he h^ removed Cond^ throngb 
inability fo hold the fortress cq^nst the assadtts otf the portt^o^ 
Mresf, artJ othef citiJiten-tf iteps. * 

Those who jtAlglid ^. Maor rtcMciSs of fiffe wfere Jtot fai* from th» 
mark. Isoline*» Irretrievable seclusion front the World,- Which he 
bdievedf to have beifttt produced by his deserfibn, preyed oti hh mind^ 
Ming* it Wx& r^ihorse and despaif . The Violence c^ these feelings^ 
Ifowever, parti^dly wbrked their own care f H wais adtantageons to^ 
iis ftftu#& peatee of mhid that the hof raging of war afforded anlimif' 
ec^sicope fo the dnnattoBl and forced Jotte of danger; the passiorf 
heeSBotit the' sooner eithatxeted^ and yielded mtich fo thner. 
* In the ififetvals of warfere, the society of St. Manr was conrtedl 
ty de fironssel ,' and ab Monsfeifr du Tremblay was fcis compan-' 
lon-in-anns, offeft in his societyy h^ could not fldways avoid accept' 
mg the constantfy ptoflered hospitdities of the family. He may 
Ifave pexcaived the tendency of thesa cottrtesises; but hfs spirits be' 
!bg' broken, hNii £d ncC cfppckfe if with his {<mnet strcfngth ol leso' 
Itttibn. ... 

It added toftm danger, that lomVaaw fn fAnt a benefactor, ttf 
trhomshe^owedthanis^nd graiitadeVand thus their mtercoursef 
was more famiBar than Would otherwise have been permitted bf 
the sh3mess <^ St. Manr, and the maidenly t&setrt of the damsel. * 

WhiFst all the family, with oiie exception, were apparently ea-» 
g8^ in a confederation against the Ifberlj' of the Secretary, the 
Jh^sident, by the smooth courtesy Which became hisstdtion, witf* 
ning the yoirth to repeat his risffs by attemions flattering from age 
tityouth—du TVemblay and his wife, prdfcably more in accordance 
wiHi ae BtottMh^Wtt&isa &m Imbi ttitir 6#a iiiGlii«ti«iaLi«il(nr^ 
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ii^ ifl ibe same etmili-HCid Jbeephiae and Jtilee Maitia^ in liiiffer^ 
tat sphere, workifig to the seme end, the former throiigh her respect 
lot thet^iecttdecit'ft wi»hes^alld partkiUty for 8ft. Matt^tod the latter^ 
Ja the tt^tadon that if hia mtiater married an beir»Ms the beoefit of 
such an-aUiance i^lroilld he yety taflg^bly k\t by himself-^tbere re' 
Chained only the ^r I>otlleei who exhibited aa ittdiffetence to> or# 
to apeak more precisely, iUi tuieoftaeiottsDett of, cltltivlktiD|; aught 
heyoiid a slftefly t^gani and fondness f6r4he yat)th. 

Sut it was ttii very drtlessness which ]>rovad peiiiotis to the Se« 
6ietary» he £elt not, or«t least dresided not^ the danger, ao long aa 
the maiden herself exhibited no allurement.of co^uetiy. Had she 
been enticifllg^ he might have been wise knd fled. Kb tookoo ac<* 
eount of the inthible miracles worked by^ time, and was gradually, 
led on^ till h6 became coaadoiis by hia QWif dnHXtt)iis that youth 
eannot jstaod fat ever pirodf s^galnst beauty and innocence ; and yet 
be had not the conrsee to analyse hils state. of ttiind< One thing, 
tiBs oeifam) that ke ^t not the refatgnnnce heh^ onee entertained 
tO'Vishifigthe family of* the President; it seq^ured not so much 
pressing on the port of da l^f^blay to draw htm thither ; he sought 
latto thanvatroided conveitetion with Louise in the family cirde* 
llieete were symptoms which he could not trust hiinself to think of f 
fhoagh he did. not taice th6 only fiAep» that of inst^t^i^t» to aroii 
the catastrophe which they too plainly indicitted. 

There might ladeAi have arisen in the mind of St. Wmr aom« 
surprise, that the maiden held herself proof against the cQnaequen4, 
ees of frequent interconrse with a person of his age and in his posi.* 
tion. To s^ the trttthi it looked a lit^ ifiysteriotts^ and if he had 
tiot been rather anxioua to banish than en^urage UioMghti would 
hara aifiscded subject for refiectten. ^ showed pleasure in 
his society $ but it WUs not progressive; it was the .sfiune in thetf. 
tiarly meetinga as now ; its hue wore a semblance more gay tioin 
tender^ whilst the feelings of th« youth Wete gradually aseimikiting 
toihe latter class. What was ^e magic oharm or tajisman she 
Wore^whkh bofte her appateuily safe through da^rs which St<. 
Manvi as it might be supposedj better armedi was falling a prey to I 

Not in the direct and positive manner which we have pointed 
mtt was thid wondermesit eirprepsed by the Secretary ; lot so far aa 
he was conscious of die maideU's iadlfterence, he fek piqued at th0> 
circumstance. It W!as, indeed, the reverse of flattering ; not palatef 
able to a youth of St< Maur*s pretensionSi though very far front 
halpipir to eiEtii>|ii>ah'<iB>ipfli»>iiingwawitii ottbia.ow»ladlMi^* .* 

la 



c« 
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• Sacli^'was the position of afiairs^ wben St Mkuir, fetmiiilgiroiil 
a skirmish in company with da 'Hretnblayi repaired with the latter 
to the house of the t^«sident The family beia^ all assembled, the 
converBation itatnrally turned to the events of the day; the perils 
escaped by the two citie didrnpions in the morning^ campaign. 
Alluding to the constant necessity of sorties to t^Onvoy supplies of 
food and fiiel,\he President remarked, that not <mly the family^ bat 
all Paris, was deeply indebted to the warriorS) who iideed worked 
very hard for their daily breads 

<*For some^ing more th£Hi our daily bread," said Madame du 
TremUay, sigaificantiy. 

" Why^ yes,** rejoined the President, smiling, «* du Tcembiay is in 
expectation of the Bastille.** 

" I ^un quite certain of it, Monsieur,** cried du Trembiay, " which 
ever way the war termmates ; the otdy doubt is, whe^r I ahali 
have a cell or the Governor's house.** 

Do not talk so frightfttUy^ Philippe,** sdd Looise, shndderisgi 

I would rather you were brought home i^^unded from battle, than 
imagine you a captive in th^ dismal place. What is Monsieur St» 
Maur to have when the war is over ? I never hear him mentioa 
what he has been promised.** 

** The Coadjutorship when de Retz*s old uncle dies t it will suit 
his melancholy tempemmeflt,** said du Trembiay. 

** St Maur, Louise,*' said the President, " is more diskiteiesfed 
&an most of us. He fights only for ladies' love and minstiela' 
praise.*' 

"I should be better thought of by the ladfes," said St. Maar^ 
** if I fought for what du '^mbtay has gamed. Let the President 
see the trophy of his valour, Madame,** added the youths taming to 
the wife of d\i Trembiay. 

Hie lad^ produced a massive gdd «haitt, alaoa flmdler chain of 
dislicate workmanship, to which was appended a wateh. As te 
glittering dpoil Wa» held up to the admiring view of the old- muif 
Louise cried out, that she too had received a wateh fronrPhilippe^ 
Which she produced; it was smaller than the one given by da 
TremblAy to his wile. 

Having first examined the costly articles, the future Governor of 
the Bastille was requested by his father-in-law to relate the exploit' 
which put him in possession of the treasure. Theie was but little 
romance in the history, which was as follows. He had wounded 
aadtokiMi pitioiMra oouitier of ihy Qwwii ifcul'inoiyii»g> <«» hold*: 
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Iff *1i]M)^ lb her hoosdiold* anci who had gtfea him the artjcit a 

'In qaedtion, «kTid& kn^ mm «f gMi as mnsoiD. The gold -he 

bad dhrided between thettedsiBy of the Fionde/ aad a munieipal 

toUecttonfortiie -benefit ol the poor and wounded of the city; 

'the jeweilry be ^ad diqaoead 'of m the iBamier already related. 

* St. Mfiur was mllied OR his want of'godd fortona') he b^d taken 

nothing of cooseqaence, du 'TieiDhlay aeserted, since the attack on 

-the eanftOft at! Chaventoa ; > no^hig worthy of a gift ta a lady. 

The- (Beoretary laughingty aflseated- to the tnith of the lemark ; 
the. two ^ecee^i cannen^ takeni weie at ihe ladjteap service ; they 
'weie npw gtacing the couTt*yard of the palace, thg Fronde beii^ 
'deetittiM oi artUleryniea. He promised, howeTer» to.hwre a quick- 
er eye in future for the steay vmis of militasy fortune) 'and if he 
eouldbat capture the Count de Nogent,<or even the court-poet, 
Voiture, or^me anhappy ohambeilaiAy whose war-horse» disdain- 
ing ci^lian contiol,>had escaped from the ran]cs» the prisoner should 
not depart widuml: a laaaoar outvying dn Ttombiay*9 gilts to the 
faklieei' - 

' The 'BfiHem of peempt ransom in the case of capture had become 
very much the fashion duiing the Parisian war. Money was seaice 
on both sides; and it was a mueh more agreeable process to. extract 
an immediate equivaleBt for. the release ol an unfortunate gentle- 
: mam or If he had not the gold or valuables upon his prason, tedce the 
parcie d^himfUurt for payment within oae-or more days, than con- 
veyitlg the prisoner to the eainp, and awaiting the result of a tardy 
negotiation with his friends. BesidieB, asQourviUe reroarhed tothe 
bouncii ol the Fffonde, if one took mAsom of a gentleman on the 
spot, whether he gave- peesent gold or his VFoid of honour, the same 
•party might be chughl again in activti ilParfate on the morrow, sub- 
jecting himself to the payment of a second ransom ; which conld 
' not be the case if he were lying, in durees tili his relatives raised 
^the mottey« - As lisends and kinsmen had in maay uistances tak^ 
opposite sides, Ifaexe waa much room for the interabai^ o£ eourte- 
HBSf.and exhibition of poliMnesB towards opponentsi. 

The President, who viewed the incseasing partiality oi St Maur 
lor the society of hie daof^t^ wi^ raoie than complaeeacy, took 
every possible pains to impfo^» their intimacy. The social evening 
were eriivened by the cbarm^bf Louise's sinking, in which she was 
a proficient ; and. opportunities vrore afforded of their being left ofltan 
alone together* a|i|)aiendy the reanltof chance. 
The evening amusements were usually terminated by a^ 
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' concertf mach in Togue then 'vrith PlanaiBa iaiiiiies. 1^ male Kfw 
Vants weregeneraUy selected for Aeir ikill in uudtnunental Toamt^ 
us well as the tisUal ^nayUes e9]ieet0d of th« elMB» la the Fiesi* 
dent's establkshment^ the iftdttfip 4VUM ^teyed ivell <m ^he bftee^ 
Viol; thepnnci[Md eficmr m the depaftelent of the ^cfim» waaa 
tolerable performer on Ihe flalert indrsevsecalof the iacquejM acquit* 
ted themselves very ctodilably tin >^ violifl. 

Of en ev«nin^,.the bond Wollkl ttlkititB stttkm ilk the corridor out- 
nde the saloon, accompanying fbe v«oe of Lonise or her sister ; and 
dttring sapper they played otmoened pieeeli. In i^te taf the gcim 
thiA-ior Tnveniad,.theie was mltch tfiiirth in thecity» which proiaiaed 
to last BO iotig as he couid not stop'the food which found its way to 
the mottths of die miisidans, and' their audience. 

On die plwsent occasion) the conveiaation dttdng^stippetttiinied on 
the apathy of the Dtikeof Otleans, who» fdvoiii«hk touthe views of 
the Fronde, yet stifled not in its behalf) bntiemahiad.inaetiveatthe 
palace of the Luxembdntg. Two legbt^tsrof hone which he com* 
tnanded, and which at the commencement of the troubles were ea* 
camped at Obatanton, badniared-byhisord^to^becftyof Orleans» 
It was sapposed that his inteati^dn wasj.if the disorder Qf iriw king* 
dom increased) to retlm to that city for protsctkm^ 

0a KVemblay said that if Noinnoutier laid the aid dl these ttt)ops 
to keep Taremie in cheek) an assault might be made on -Vincenoes 
With every chance of saecees^ The inftuotry of die FAmdc were 
now «lcelleiit soldiei^ Mid if ikc object weie tolibera|e^lhe*Piince» 
they would ahow^ themiieives irtestvtiblek 

it was pn)poaed:that St Mattr, wboh$d iaei)aiiied aotonety by his 
ambassy to C^d4, shoold repair .to theliozemboaxg the aebct mora* 
Ing, and Wiica his Koyal Highaen torgtye to the* Fttjikdetheoaa 
of his ca^ndryi 

*' Exoelhmt !*' crited Loaisa ; *« and tha tWD'^ieteanl^caanon will 
be of service in battenag the walls of Vineettoesr . I dndi he gU 
when &e Prince is libemted \ he will make Maaaria and ITaianoe 
fly before bim^ and I shall havd die deUght of ae«ng oar ehfiteatt 
ttkie mxMi**^ • / ' ' .'1 

•« You will owe to&. Ittadr dial da%fat,n said da ^F^ettMay) «• for 
he has oftea^leclaTed that dM Prince shall 'OW»irecdoai to hkn.** 

««Mirt6 tmglit to be the task/' ertedihe 8eeretary,««' since I waa 
die oceasion of his impiisonmtnt 'r and if I do^saoeaed in ea|itafi9g 
Vincennes, die Govfnurs laaaom shdl ba laid aibthalhetal Mafla* 
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** Th£ ebanee of tfddng^ our dtkUtaxL and little ]ake again will be 
quite enongli for siie," rejokied Looise. 

At this moment, Jules enteied mth the news (hat there was 
waiting one of the Ooadjutofe p^ple, with a request from Monseig* 
neur that St. Maur would instantly retara to the palace. The 
request vns couched so pressingly^ that the Secretary was forced to 
com|^^ and taking leave of his friends, returned with Jules and the 
Messenger. * • 

He found Gourville and Noirmouti^r eloeeted with de Retss; The 
former had just amved from Antwerp, whither he had been to 
negotiate a lciaii;-and some papers were requiied of which the 
Secretary had the custody* GoutTtUe had been suceessf ul, which 
wasusUaUythe casewiChhhn, when employed in financial miesionis; 
and when St Maur entered, he waB amusing the two Frondeilrft 
with an account of his reception^ 

Palavicini, the banker at Antweip, was reported to possess im- 
niense wealth and rSsourees. Heentertainedthe nuuster of the horse 
Bumptnoasly at lii» mansion, orie of the best in the. city. The fur* 
niture of the saloons, the wine% viands, and. suite of servants, ^r* 
responded with his wealth ; but to the Frenchman's astonishment^ 
ill discoursing of horses, the bamker confessed that he had no car* 
nage — at least no showy tAty^, equifoge ; a^ luxury in which the 
nobles and ribh-ioierchants of continental cities iaduiged to a ruinous 
extent 

** I had no cause to bompfoin," eaid €ioEnnnl]e> laughing, " lor 
he hired a^ <^rri^ to take me lonad the ci)y' to view its old 
churches, and call upoli the friends of <dd £1 Xl^rado ; but 1 could 
not help hinting at what I conceived an incdtaisleaey in hie 

** And I can well conceive," observed the hatidsc^e NoiimoUr 
tier, glanoing at de Hetz, « that whwre Mooeieajr GounriUe saw a 
defect, he would nor be aftaid to notice 4t.". 

«<He took my reeommendation as he ought to do,, m very good 
^MUt,^' rejoined the master o£ the horse; *' but said that he really 
could not ajflbrd the expensive fashion of a coach aeid\eix horses^ 
with all its train of boys and men, with their capacious stomachs, 
and swaggering liveries. You look astonished. Messieurs, but he 
spoke sincerely. He took me into his strong room, and showed 
me the weiib of ^ve hundred thousand croWns in bars of silver ; 
* this/ says he, < gives no interest at all !' Showing me his ledger, 
there was the same sum at the bank of Venice, paying only three 
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per cent--.' Thaf s not much tlung»is it> MoAbmut GeurriUe r Mud 
Palavicmi, in his broken French. Well, Messieurs i he opened thft 
book at another folio, and there pointed out one million ciowne ly- 
ing at the bank o£ Genoa, in whioh city, oid Plutus eaid he was 
bom ; and this did not pay^ eo much as three per cent He turned 
to other investments, at very poor interest, always saying, — * That 
is not much thing, is it» Monsieur GourviUe i" and when he shut 
the clasps of the old book, he said I might now understand why he 
could not afidrd an equipage." , . 

« And so be silenced you, Gourrille," said Noirmoittier. - 

** Far from it," said the master of the horae, with a smile o£ tri- 
umph ; " 1 offered to take the silTer bars at a rate of interest .which 
alone should pay the cost and expenses of the finest equipage in 
Europe." 

*' And how prospered the proposal V* asked de JRetz 

<* Well, he looked at fhe jewel which fastens my eloak," seized 
the master of the horse, *'and &eti down. to my feet; my spun^ 
indeed, are of silver, but it was as though I carried security for the 
loan on my person. But it is had policy to joke much with bank- 
ers, so I entered on business' seriously.: and when he saw the 
little dark Spanish agent, Don Josef de Ittescas, produce the guaran- 
tee of Spean, I was at liberty lo cuiy off the bam if I pleased." 

Grourrille then proceeded to deposit with the Cosdjutor copies of 
the documents which were executed on the occasion. The buUioa 
was already safely- slowed; and he fofloarked, in his dry, caustic 
manner, that he had submitted to a higher nUe of interest than ha 
would have done, if the Peinee of Gond^ wanted the moaey ; ** but** 
•'—and he paused. 

"But what?** cried de Retz. "Use the same freedom as yoa 
did with the- banker." 

** It will be a long time, in ray opinion," said Qonrvilk, " befofe 
the Fronde repays the moneyi or its bondsman the King of Spain 
either ; and I make it a practice when I negotiate for money which 
I expect the owner will never see again, qoi to dnve toohard a bar- 
gain lor the inteiest." 



^ 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

FlBifsoiM 1ft i^erre civile -, 
£t que le pain quoiidien 
Kcvienne i Parii le gftiilde tille. 

CHAKIftSr ffOB X.B MMOVn DZ ^AXl»* 

r GouEviLLS'» return mih th« eilreri.oC vrhich Spain had gQaran- 
teed the te^yment, that she might foment to the- utmost the civil 
dieordem <4 her ancient enemy, vas not the only news which 
awaited St. Maj». The Coadjutor had leceivied tetters from the 
Duket)!. Bijai^oity annoancmg theequi{mieAt of his levies, and that 
he.w»» abdutmorehing to PkiHs; de Chevrouse ako had received 
inteUigeaoe from the Duke of Lorraine that his army was on .the 
ifontiers, waiting the signal to approach. 

..Theve was every indication of a hot and sanguinary contest; the 
character of the war would, on the arrival of the aajeiliaries, be en- 
tiii^y changedyand.the Fronde find itself embarked in an adventure 
whidi would ieadilB diiefs to fortune or the scaffold. The spirit 
of duTiemblaf' s rematk, that he was certain of the Bastille in one 
«ha|ie or.the pther, was ap^Ucahle to many a gentleman besides 
himself. 

^' There is only one thing which ooncems me now," said de Ketz ; 
<* I fear Turenne will remove the Prince on the approach of our al- 
lies. > If he dOy it will be a long contest $^ if he do not, and hilfeerto 
pride has made the Marshal refrain, we will certainly release hjs 
Boyal H^hness— " 

The-argumentof ^ Goadjiitorwas heiecut short by the entrance 
of a courier or messenger, who bnmgl^t woid that a heswy tcsan ol 
Joden wagons, droves of oxen and flocks of «heep, attended^ by the 
diovers and peasants, were now lying concealed at the village ol 
Brie-Comt^Bobert, waiting escort. It was now an hour beyond 
nightfall, and if due dilligence-were used, the whole train might bo 
0alely«jConvoyed before morning..' 

' Noinacralier ordered- out all the cavahy, including tile Ceadjittor's 
QoriAthiaHa, and Gourville's Forte Cochirea. Constant skirmishing 
with the royal army had improved the forces of the Frande intora^ 
electable soldiery; they had wiped ofi with their blood, in repeated 
engagem^ts, the point of saicastic taillery and ridicule, once «t- 
taohed tQ their awkwjirdiiQW sad iooxpeiieace^ NoioBoatieioonfe 
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manded tne diviskm in penon» whidi included a body of li^t in- 
fantry. 

The force was saceesdvl m readuDg the village nnp e re ei ved of 
the enemy ; and the General, having ananged the order of match so 
as best to cover and protect, in case of sorprise, the heavy laden 
wagons, ordered his ibices homeward. Whilst returning, command 
was given to halt ; Noirmootier's soools had bioaght intelligence 
that the village which lay in their march had jnst been invested and 
oocnpied by a body of T^uenne^ cavalry. Ahet a ahort pame, a 
cifcnitoas it>nte was choten, avoiding the village and die prebaUa 
range of the enemy's pafndes, ^Kdeia being issoed at the same lime 
lor the troops to hold themsdves in readiness to act 

When the ihnkof the enemy's position was tamed, die rvgiment 
of Corinthians, and a division (k the Porte Cotkhm^ vHtb GoarviBs 
in peison, were oidered to the rear, as a corps of obsemition, to 
stand the brant of the battle should the impX troops discover fbe 
march of the Fiendeors. Thiit wonld aflbrd a fair chanoe-of the 
convoy reaching' its destination finely. 

GottrviUe took a position sheltered on one side by a'wood, and 
on the other by a high bfimk, awaiting the r^ioft of his aid-de^ 
camps, who were employed in watching both the location of the 
enemy; and the slow-moving tnmi ctf his friends; Men and hmsea 
were almost benumbed by the chill air of an antomnal night, when 
intelligenee was^rdnght that the convDy had reached the nearest 
faubourg of the capital. 

" Then we have earned ttvmonowlB dinner, gentlemen^** cried 
Gourville ; '* and now for a little diversion P" 

His object was to surprise the cavalry in the village, of which 
there was eveiy chfance of sucoess; the spbB hi horses, prisoners, 
and die equfprnents of the oAoans as fa$ instaace drmking-cups and 
dinner services of the precious metal»--for the village inns affiaded 
no aoeommodation or oomforr, and luxury reigned- in the camp aa 
well as couit--4ieing doubtless, to St Malir sunmded, CrOUnHlie^ 
object, mtborthan tire repataHon of<'the fmy. 

They marched towards the village with all secreay, bailing be* 
ybnd'view of the enemy's eentlaels, whilst Qourville despalehed a 
scout to report the ^sition of ailaiis, and where the attack oould 
be best made. After waiting impatiently a long time ia the eold^ 
Mlenee was at last broken by the noise of footsteps, and presently 
the seout came hutriedly in view, into the litde holtow, where the 
Fioodem warn concealed.^ ToX3oiBrvilie'« haaty quettioii* of Iha 
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postoro vA fltfeogdi of t^e royalists, he replied, that knowii^ weU 
the localities, he bad penetrated into the villagje as far as the inn, 
having thrown away his military eqaipijaents to prevent deteetion. 
Creeping into .the -stable-yard, be. entered the staUesy and b^an 
helping several peasants employed in cleaning ^he horses of the 
.military* Prom these men, who believed he had been piessed into 
the service like themselves, he learned that the divisipn more than 
doubly outnumbered jthat of Monsieur Gourvilley and was cpmpos- 
jed partly' of household troops, the very ilite of Tuvenne^satmy, and 
the brigade ccrnunanded hiy tba Count de N<^nt, then repoang at 
ihe inn. From the laxity of the patrbllingi Uie scput inferred that 
no danger of surprise was dreaded ; .and no vefy strict discipline 
was kept apjiarently, by the way in which the men were scattered, 
fiome sleeping oatside the cottages, others within* some hones safe* 
ly stabled, others at liberty. 

On leceiving this information, Gourvitte decided on an imme- 
diate attack, inspiriting his troops with the hope of rich i^il ; and 
that the suddenness of the assault, and the want of preparation oa 
the part of the -enemy, would compensate for the inequality of 
numbers ; and it would. doubtless have teen an easy conquest, had 
not the pistol of one. of the Corinthians been di^ohaiged by accident' 
It happened when they were close to the village, and theapise was 
sufficient to alarm the patrole, who immediately raised an alarm, by 
4Bchaiiging their pieces at the FrondfiiHre»aBd retiring under shelter 
of the cottages. 

The master of the. horse, fearing the enemy would muster too 
quickly ft>r the safety of his. little force, immediiUely gave orders to 
fire the bams, grananes^iind cottages, and under cover of the con- 
tusion drive down on the naustering loy^ists, dispersing them 
^h^ever they showed force. His orders w^re promptly obeyed, 
while the drum 'beat to arms in the village. The conflagration 
apiead rapidly, breaking out in twen^ places at once, in the rear of 
the dwellings of the poor peasants, w^ose distressing cries added to the 
confusioR. Giving the order to charge, Gourville led his menquicikiy 
jnto the long, winding irregular street formed hy the clusteringhome- 
fiteads, striking down the royalist troopers as they escaped from the 
cottages, awakened by the ponflagration and call to muster. It 
fould scarcely be called an engagement, for the lire frightened the 
tabled horses of de Npgent's troops, and they could not be led out 
either by force or caresses ; while the despairing dismounted troop- 
era were cut down^ w4 ttodden under ^ hoofs of the Fronde 
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^talry. The rout and disorder of the rbyftlfslsr lirere 6oinplet6; 
and the booty, so mnch as could be sared from the flames, was very 
great, exceeding eren Gourville*s expectations. - 

The Count ite Nc^ent saved himself by flight, escaping with his 
horses ; hut his baggage became the prey of the Frondears. St. Mam 
entering with Oourrille into the inn, the Counfs quarters, the ma<{- 
ter of the horse handed to the Secretary two richly-chased gold gob^ 
lets, embossed with the^«r-<f0-/i^, the gift,^ the yoath recollect- 
ed, of Anne of Austria to her favourite'. These, with a handsome 
black mare, by its trappings belonging to an officer, were all that 
fell to the share of -St Maur, whose disposition was averse to the 
predatory habits of' his companions, and who stood a!oof» sympa- 
thising with the poor houseless peasantry, rather than joinmg in 
the slaughter of the retreating enemy, or in the more enticing pur- 
suit of booty. 

Collecting' all he eonveniently could, and bidding the villageiB 
seize tiie remainder, as comp^msation for thehr losses, Gonrville 
ealled off his men, and commenced a rapid march, ere daybreak, for 
Paris, laden with booty and prisoners. Many of the latter were 
gentlemen, some of whom, on arrival at the faubourg, compounded 
with their captors for a consideration, payable within a certain 
BUmber of days ; others, whose finances would not permits similar 
promise or engagement of parole, were matrehed into Paris. 
• It was on the whole an afiair, which though addfaig not fo the 
laurels of Gourville as a general, for it was a surpise not a victory, 
yet was of extreme service to the Fronde, and attended with dis- 
grace and severe loss to Turenne. The Parisians were elated, and 
fancied they saw a retributive justice in Ihe defeat of one who had 
iK^n mainly instrumental in arresting their beloved Prince, at the 
hands of Gonrville and St. Maar, both attached personally to the 
Imprisoned Cond^. 

The Secretary was far from regretting the chance which fortune 
liad so opportunely oflfered, of repaying the civilities of the Count 
to himself; and as he examined the rich goblets, which Gonrville 
had almost forced upon him, and which he now contemplated as a 
fitting present to the ladies of the de Broussel family, rivaUing that 
of dn Tremblay's, he had less r^ret in the possession of treasure so 
acquired, being the loss of a mischief-making enemy, than if it had 
been exacted from the hand of an open-hearted gentleman and 
officer. 

Hearihg the knock of Jules at his chaaber doarj St Maur pat 



aside the gimlets, that the news of the intended gift n^ght not tmrd 
quicker than he d^Jgned, which would certainly be the case if the 
Dauphinese saw the treasure, and should guess its dee^inatton. 

Juks was ever ready at coi^ratulating his master on -a safe re-^ 
turn from an engagement, praising his valour, and commenting <9i' 
the glories of war ; yet he neyer evinced the slightest inclination to 
partake in the Secretary's reputadon, or acquire renown in his own 
person ; and managed very artfully, in bis own idea, to shift the 
subject, on several occasions when St. Maur had offered him* the 
arms and equipments of his corps. On the present occasion, having 
0een &e majne in the paiace stables, he was loud in praise of the 
heauty and value of the animsd, and made several indirect inqoiries 
as to its destin^tioiL His mteuster wad already so well mounted, his 
icurie so well appointed and complete, that he felt certain, hesaM, 
that Monsieur would avail himself of the fortune of war, to mske 
court in. some quarter or another, with so handsome a present. It 
' would afford Monsieur a happy occasion of paying a visit to the 
Hotel de Chevrouse. The Duchess, poor lady I had .not been 
abroad since the interment of Mademoiselle; but she might be 
tempted to ride, if Monsieur should offer the mare ; or Monseigneur, 
the Coadjutor, wh() had been rer^ gloomy since the mournful ob* 
sequies'ol Mademoiselle de Chevreuse, would feel a desire of try- 
ing the paces of the beast ; or there were other parties to whom 
Monsieur might feel desirous of paying more than ordinary" atten- 
tion ; and Juks looked very significantly at his master. 

" No ! None of those you have named, Jules," said the youth. 
" I mean to hestow th« mare elsewhere ; that is, if she will be ac- 
cepted on the conditions of the gift. 

" May I ask Monsieur, to whom ?*' said the Dauphinese, making 
ap a fit countenance to be the depositary of a secret- 

« To yourself, Jules," replied St Maur. 

^* To me. Monsieur P I am delighted," exclaimed the man. <« I 
Tode in Dauphiny, before I was a barber, often ; that is, not very 
often — sometimes. But I can ride like a trooper." 

" I am glad of it, Jules," rejoined the youth ; ** for the condition 
of the gift will in consequence prove very easy.'* 

" Yes, Monsieur, yes," said Jules, with less animation, and look^ 
ing rather puzzled ; " but what is the condition ?" 

« The .Coadjutor," replied St Maur« '* as colonel of my regiment, 
has often blamed me for permitting you, ft strong-tbodkd, valiai^ 
civilian* to perik)nn only househcdd &tfviees» when the Fronde is so 
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mfs^h in wtuit of men, active and prompt like fonndi I havt 
ezpused you hitherto» believing, as I told Monseigneur, tiat yoa 
could not ait a war*horae. I find myseif happily 'deceived, and 
will fumisk you with the other equipments, so that you will be 
prepared to march with oar next sortie^*' 

Jules' fice had been gradually lengthening during the remarks of 
his master ; and by the time he had concluded, he stood an image 
of mingled astonishment, fear, and perplexity. 

" To be sure, I can ride," he said at length, recovering himself a 
little ; " that is, I could ride twenty yean ago ; but I could not now 
sit a horse ; the custom of shaving for so many years, has given 
me a very awkward habit of stooping, and holding my head awry. 
I would gladly prove my valour ; but I could not bear to disgrace 
Monsieur in the person of his confidential servant ; for my mode 
ol riding, Jour de DieuJ wuuld be the laughter of his troops." 

** Then you will refuse the handsome maie ?*' asked the Secie- 
fary very gravely, dissembling his mirth. • 
• '* Sacre / No — ^yes — ** muttered the Oauphinese ; ** pardon me» 
Monsieur, I will retire aiid consider of it'* 
. To be quiet and alone was St Maur's object, for he was orach 
•fatigued; and, very glad to get rid of the Dauphineae, readily gave 
him permission to retire. It was now about ten o'clock in themorn- 
.ing ; but he resolved to have a few hours' repose, that he might 
present himself with renewed spirit and frediness at the President's 
house — intending to take with him the two goblets, the prize of 
his valour. 

Excluding the sunlight, he threw himself on the bed, and fell 
quickly asleep. For awhUe he slept soundly, for nature needed 
repose ; but after several hours' sleep, dreams stole across his mind. 
He found himself in an abbey church, spectator, with many thou- 
sands, of one of the imposing rites of the Catbolk worship. A lady 
•Was about to take the veil ; the altar was prepaied.for the occasion* 
many priests surrounding it The novioe, it ^-as whispered, would 
soon make her appearance, and all eyes were turned to a distant 
door. She entered, habited in white, veiled, moving slowly through 
the aisles ; no parents or weeping train of loving friends accompa- 
nied ber ; she was alone — alone save an aged priest, the superior 
canon of the abbey. Often she paused, looked round eameatly, 
seeking to recognise some one in the crowd, but in vain. The 
priest gently uiged her prpgreas ; she reluctantly moved onwaid, 
but again pauaed, again looked tfaiough the aasembled gioap, but 



With vamttimaii Sh<»a^peat«l dbtreda^dl h«r ste^yM, aH the 
aged e^non ^'as at h& side to lend Ins 'stti^KMrt.-' The jiriests at the 
a^tar sho«^ liigns of impatifeiiee';' and «t a sigaal;'tlie ot]g;sn^ pealed 
fovdi itafllowlsr sw^ing notes ^ the abbey was dUed and perme- 
9M with ^ hairntony. AH heads were thrSted^ mik the beauty 
of L^&antfaenii IC inspinefl kesh tsonAige in the hbvke; her step 
was fiimer; she \valked with eahn dignity to the altar; l^e attend- 
BiX- priests divided, and ehe fit<$dd- in the widst. l*be spedieSors iiear 
St» Maxff, who had in sim^e^'actttatioos expressed their pity for 
iht poor reluctant' victim, now began to utter their remarlra more 
freely. St Maur's eyed were chained on the ftoWce ; he oould n(A 
r^Biove (hem ; a dsep spell wks cast oVer his frame ; he trembled, : 
griered, for he felt, he knew, ^at his bwn destiny Was eennected * 

' wttb that of the iMWioe. ^e turned rovnd (o thfd people. «^it is 

her last gMtt on the Wdiid !" said a femak,' standing dose Uy the 
y^lh. ** toot MyV b4r fete nlust have been pi hiuni onie'; she is 
retaiHant aikd yet lee^ghed !** exclaimed another vt>ice. An abbess 
vAdh a train ^ ntiiis'How emerged froina door hear ih€ aitar, the 
sitperior healing the veil of the order. The canon tosisted th^ no- 
vice in removing her while veil; ISt. Maor felt his heart pg]|)itate 
vioMtiy, painfully, his bHathingiwas Su^)4^tled; hir eyeballs 

^ w«««fi»ined' in gazing.' She stood unveiled: it was Isoiinej'her 

' fade pale as the 'vAkite moJiumentaT Walls above her, where Streamed 

ift tatters, and in dust, the crusader's banner. She wte- ghastly pale, ' 

^ but looked Mund slowly, till h^ eyes rested on the spot where 

fitted St Maur: ' « i come ! Isdine 1 I come I I forbid the cere- 
mony {** gasped" the youth, rushmg forward, knd thrusting aside the 
sp^tatork' T^ priests bent on hiih an eye of anger; darkness '' 
obscurtd the abbey ; he shivered, and awoke. 

ilaSsaig hhnscflf on his elbpW, he ^w the paitiidly shaded 'light 
flickering on the polished floor ; he felt relieved, and with revi^ng 

) courage, liiighed away lh6 horror Which beSet the waking- moment 
Ityi^^ but a dream ! Was it worse* to experience^ than the si^ht of 
a village burain^; women and childl'to ruishirig distracted under 
th6 hor^s* fleet ; the men striving iii Vfe to stay the flame's ? This 
he had just seen' ; and shadoWi*r shoiild h(H fright him'. '^ 

fiis-head again isought the pSldw; and^he lay lookirtg at the dis- '' 

tant dial, listening to the vibration of the pendulum, and flie oc^ - 

fiidnal str^-eriesi^'which ever and anoii saltited the ear;' tiQ he again 

dropped od^'to^leaiiif *' ' - ' :-' ^ 

This time he dreamed that he was married to Louise 'de Bit»us-' ' 

17 
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fl^and ]iyed.h9pp3y lor wveal yea»; bnl ebe died, and flietrddl' 
dren all died, and in 4e6pair» he took boly tows^ Years passed 
osrer bis Jbead, aad ia fsooee^ of time, be became Boperiot ai the 
abbey. One nigbt.be was called to the bedsiite -of a dying rnnw 
Sbe.confeaaedyipaploring bis prayeis for bei sialid.aQii], wbichr 
thjnoogb the- many yeais^ pilgsimage to the valley ol deatb, bad 
never sbaben off its vain eartbly leelings» bQt dwig to tbem, even 
wbile assisting in the riles of tbe dimek • He pmyed for her aoni'o 
repose, administesed tbe last offices, and waited, calmly the moment 
of dissoUrtion. Suddenly she stacted ^p $ fiie gleamed in her eyes.. 
'* I caqnot rest, boly.iather. Ob ! absolve me from my thought !** 
cried tbe nun in agony. He entreated ber bistoiy, thai be might, 
know bQw be^ to administer relief. She had, she said» lov^; 
been forsake lor ajvbile, and in ber pride and aim[er, forsaok he;r 
lover ;, ior.a period be was disconsolate ; ^ kne^ he was- so, foi 
she bad emissaries who informed her of all be did ; still sdie relented 
not, but remain^ bidden dead to tbe .world. . HemaEried.; and dim 
came remorse,, and in despair and grief, she. took the veil, but eonld. 
find no quiet in the cloister, but fcetted afway in un^nrailii^ mttrmoc^ 
the years she bad vowed to dedicate to holier purposes ; and now, all 
too late, was congous of the impiety of ber life. , Tbe prior, who 
listened in awe, and with suppressed emotion, inquried her nam«r 
It was Isoline du Plessis ; now Sister Isolioe. The old maji ulierad 
a cry of horror, and St. Maur again woke. 

He could not trust himself w;ain to sleep, but qiringing in idarm. 
from the oouch, sou^t to dissips^ his dark thougbta by pacing 
hastily the chamber. He stood ias a moment befove tbe dial. It 
was, be remembered, at the hour of one, as be lay gavrag after bis 
first sleep ; a half hour had only elapsed ; the dial now pointed 
midway between que and two, and in that little lateral he had m»- 
deigone tbe experience of a life. 

He felt a strange awe as be looked at the dial ; but the import of 
fhe visions troubled him still more than tbe apparent miracles work- 
ed in so short a time. He knelt down before the little crucifix, 
wbich, as a good Catholic^ was evet suspended in Jus chamber ; be 
prayed for relief^*-that he might not be subjected to the temptationa 
of evil apiitat or if his lot were so ca9^ that he should have strength 
to leaist them. . 

He arose, believing himself refreshed, and set about pnparing 
himsBlf for once mom entering the society of his iiwds, if posaibla 
^^Ihaoompoeedq^irit . . • 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

What sounds are these 7 
R if the nitirm'riiig night-sounds of hte streets, 
Whkh the soft bteexe wafts ts fhlae ear thita ««ftl7» 
AfUU withithe.^ho^ngi^oC the distant waves. 

BaiiIlib. 

Srr. Maur found b^ could not shake off the unpleasant impres- 
sions of his dreams ; if he succeeded, for an interval, in engaging 
his attention in watchii^ the/ ever-changing animation and incident 
on the quays and on the bosom of the rivet, when he turned to his 
own chamber, there stood the dial, memento of his visions ; bring- 
ing to the imagination the pale phantom of the abbey— the djdng 
nun« 

What WBS the import of these dreadful phsM:itasie8 ? And again, 
vrhy should the words of the departing Isabelle have so oppressed 
his heart i Was he, in truths under more than mortal influence? 
Ajpd was the influence evil or good, whose spell still cast its sha- 
do.^, even in the bright sun-light, when guilt itself is brave ? 

Awe-struck, he attributed that tq supernatural agency which was 
but the excitement and disorder of his own mind. Since the sepa- 
ration from Isolihe, he had been seized with remorse, which occa- 
sionally acquired the mastery, but which latterly had been overborne 
by the constant exercise of the faculties, and by his subjecting him- 
flelf to new and pleasing influences. He had ever banished reflec- 
tion, and circumstances aiding, had gained a partial victory over 
deeply-seated feelings; but he erred in believing them van- 
quifihed. 

The fatigue of body, and mind undergone in Gourville's hurried, 
midnight-campaign, the benumbing cold suflered in the long watch, 
and the want of rest* had produced exhaustion and disorder in hia 
frame. The mind sympathised, was shaken and weakened, and 
the ever present, though almost dormant, under-curient of remorse- 
ful feelings, gained the mastery and ran riot, flUing the mind with 
distempered visions,, whose impressions could not be easily ef- 
faced. 

> • 

Under this influence, he moved, walked, and thought, in achann- 
ed circle ; the apartment, the articles disposed around, bore an im- 
usual aspect He took down his sword and examined it ;— it was 
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the saflb he had ever worn, wift its notches* 'rost-spote, and maiks 
of carnage : it was himaelf who had changed. 

He sought the old remedy fCtr ihenial didtress^thatof bodily ex- 
etcise ; he betook himself to the necessary ablutions and purifica- 
tions called for by a soldier recking Irom ihe battle-field^, before he 
is fitted to enact the gallant of the boudoir. . He dtessed elaborately, 
with unusual caie, paying attention io the miiratesr matters of per- 
sonal equipment. But in vain ; — ^the Tisions would not depart He 
would hav^ summoned Jules for the sake of company, but dreaded the 
subjects on which his valet Vould doubtless dilale. Whei) prepared 
for the visit, the mirror reflected' the rich dress, adorned with jewels 
and lace ; the hat, with its drooping, feathery fringe, shading an 
anxious haggard face, picture of the despair which reigned within. 

He took the goblets from the drawer, the war-pri2e with which 
he should triumph over du Tremblay. Hk band trembled bs he 
looked at the rich, chasing which encircled the loyal arms. He 
sighed on reflecting, with faoW much pleasure he should have pre- 
sented the offering at the feet of Isolin^ ; *twas witl:\ despair he 
sought to banish the picture of her rewarding Smiles. Whither 
was his fate tending ? He likened his destiny to that of one in a ' 
frail bark, borne by an irresistible current away from the object of 
his dearest hopes ; with eye cast back to where she stands despair- 
ing, whilst each moment the lengthening distance gradually divAs 
her from view. 

A trumpet sends its^ shrill, echoing notes over the waters of the 
Seine ; he flew to the window; it was a detachment of his own re- 
giment marching along the Quay, greeted with the applauding 
shouts of the Parisians for the late victory. He laughed himself 
to scorn to think of his own pitiable state — he, Ihe premier captain 
of the regiment, often the officer in command. Placing the goblets 
beneath his mantle, he sallied forth, resolved to dissipate the secret 
horrors which shook his soul. •• 

The sun was losing its power in declining day, and the chilliness 
of a late autumnal wind was beginning to be felt. Though leaving 
the palace with the intention olF passing direct to the house of the 
President, he lingered Irresolute ; he felt that he was taking a step 
beyond recovery ; So wavering were his feelings, that on crossing 
the Pont Notre Dame he turned tovrards the left instead of towards 
the Hotel-de-yiBe, strolling in the dhection of tiie Quay of the 
Louvre, and the garden of the Tiiileiies, before he ooold snmmoD 
courage to proceed to de Broassel*s. ' 
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W9}^iO|^ along a^noDf^ the -trees in the^ |;an[en of l3ie Toiteries, 
in a cold evening of d^eclihing autunpiiii. the lising enthusiasm inspir- 

. ed by the trumpet's nuartial sound was soon dissipated. The ^ind 
whistled through the crit^p leaves wliich fieU at his feet* or wtf^ro 
driven eddying across the path j.thQ clouds lay piled up ia their 
cold -tin ted shrouds in the far eastr and the edifices that were viai- 
ble, looked forlorn and miserabl^-T-mi^erable as the youth himself. 

' He had often walked on the.ssupe spot on bis first. arriys^ in Paris, 
braving, as Lq best could, the horrors of poverty, present and* in 
store, but he never felt till now tjie extreme of misery. And whyt 
he asked himself, should it be so ? Whilst, pining,.in the^ obscurity 
of an attic in the Golden Angel, the post ol Secretary to an arch- 

~ bishop was beyond his hopes; the prospect was. too dazzling to re* 
'alize even to the imagination. And now that he had lasted the 
sweets of office — eaten the bread of royal^— ^been connected with 
cardinals, princes, and archbi^iops, the mi^;htyof the lapd;. known 
their secrets; gained their confidence ; attained in some, degree, in 
his own person, a name and a reputation ; was jbe more happy ? 

It was with humiliation and in sorrow that he was forced to ad- 
mit that he was happier in the Golden Angel, a half -famished 
loiterer, rich only in hope, than now, pillowed to rest in a luxurious 
chamber in the well-appointed palace of the lordly de Ketz. He 
was then independent of caprice, master of himself, unhurt by love's 
shafts, the treasure of hope's golden urn aH unspent Now — a 
slave to other's biddings — obnoxious to commissions, if not of posi- 
tive jdishonour, far removed from the simplicity of conduct he desir- 
ed to pursue ; and wha^ was worse^ banknij^ of peace of mind— • 
n renegade of love — distracted with remorse. , 

Why not quit his present occupation ?--*would it not be^ prefeiap 
'ble to makegilgrima^ to Jsoline's doistial retreat — ^there kam from 
her own lip9, though bars of iron ^tood betwixt him and his for 
ever lost mistress, his doom ? It would be ooBsoUtion, it would be 
happiness, to hear her loved voice once more, though upbraiding 
and resentful. But what would avaol such a course? . It oouU 
not draw her from the cloister; it could not restore that which had 
been, but which tould n^ver be a^ain f but it might inciease her 
grief,. if it did not add to his own. 

His thoughts reverted to lK)ui8e* bappy^ gay, imioceat,.aiid as hf 
thought, a trifle unfeeling in her cheerf ubiese ; the smiling houM 
^Krhich witnessed lier mirt^, and the fond cixcle $o .w]Mfih J|i 
e?er a welcome ad(Stion. 
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These Hiotlghtg were ttartquilliBing and soothing, though ffiey did 
not reassnre him ; it was a bright oasis in the dreary menial vision 
df his present lot ; but a spell was upon his spirits, and he could 
only look back ; he hafd eyes only for the past. 

Making an cflfort to shake off his distress, he 'Quitted the gardens, 
walking briskly towards the Rue St. Antoine. He passed (he Hotel 
de Cherreuse, and caught himself lingering at the portal, as though 
wiDing to enter, and delay his appearance at the residence of the 
President. Kvery step which brought him nearer the^ ei\d of his 
journey increased his agitation ; for he could not conceal from him- 
self, or even banish for a moment, the* reflection, that the present 
"visit wotild not pass like others, but would be attended with conse- 

• quinces, irretrievable by any after-proceedings or steps of his own. 

Should he present Louise with his golden spoil;.' it. would be 
equal in het own eyes, in the eyes of the family, to a formal decla- 
ration of affection. It was this consideration, which at first lurking 
' at the bottom of his heart, speaking through conscience, in a low, 
almost ttnheeded voice, was now, by thS aid of the self-same moni- 
tor — finding its admonitions disregarded — threatening in a louder 

• tone, making itself felt till his frame vibrated, with terror 

A dreadful struggle begun to tear his soul ; each step was an 

agony, from which he sought relief. A street- quarrel occurred ; 

swoids were drawn; he threw himself in the wa}^ that his aid 

'might be sought by either party; but the combatants were separated 

and led oS by the passengers. 

He was now at the Hofel-de-ViWe ; the little shop where Jules 
'once ^elt; was in' view ; he thou^t of his loquacious valet, and 
envied him his fate : all men he thought were happier than him- 
self. ' He could see de Broussel's housfe in the darkening perspe<^ 
tiVe';"lf^t shone in the windows of the principal floor ; the family, 
lie kneW; were there assembled, perhaps expecting him ; for the 
fame of'Gonrville's exploit and his own share in the adventure, had 
been talked of, throughout Paris, all the day long. By that light 
sat Louise ; in a fefw minutes he should be hy her side ! So spake 
conscience, scorching his heart with words of fire. His face was 
hedewed with' coM petapimtion^his joints trembled, and he could 
scarcely drag himself onward.. But slowly as he moved, though 
^h house, each window he passed Was noted, engraved on his 
membiy, as never objects had been imprinted before, the distance 
was alMt ad^j^ifdked, and he stood at the gate of de Broussel's 
old mansion. 
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He lifted lip Jhisjband, hut let itis^l^ he could not summon ecu* 
jrage lo knock. Fly while there is yet lime i cried the secret moni- 
tor. 'Tig^ the eleventh hoar, and but one xhance remains 1 . 

Striving to disembarrass himself of this feverish Cixcitement, he 
praj'ed for a moment's repose, that he might commune with him- 
self calmly, andj)e no longer the sport, ^s. it were,qf unnatural,'per- 
haps, deiponiap influence. . 'VVhat Tyas. wanting UQW Id tevivje his 
droopui^ withered heart ^rrrWss there no relief at hand ^ bq trumpet's 
^und, no warlike inspiiitii^ blast to breathe fresh cottrage into a 
. sink Ing soul ^ 'T was bu^ to k;noQk at the portal, apd the ruhicon was 
passed ; aadyet his^isQ was wi^held, as by the chsnaof a talisman. 

4i the space before the old gray-hajred functionary's house h^d 
been suddenly lit up with, supernatural, gkgre, the axenaior two )a- 
'^ioQs of terrific, embodied spirits, each eoforcmg its commands with 
dreadful tortures in the event of disobedience, the pne cpunsellijig 
. his entry into the PresidantiS don^icile,. the ..other iprbidding himp— 
he could not havQ sneered more agpny thstn he djid dow» stretched 
on the racking wheel of torturing doubt. 

Powerless, enfeebled, he b^unst into tears: his softened nature 
^ave wgy in sobs and cries; and the^ agony brought its own relief. 
His heart was melted ; Isoline henself ^^emed to i^te^ bidding him 
hope, and gently enticing him away. He yielded to the ii^uence : 
without daring tg look; back, or cast one giance, at the window, of 
the chamber where the ji^ous,, innocent l^ouise was perhaps, at 
that «noment, talking of his ioilitary ex{doits» and expecting momen- 
tarily, his appearance, he xeti^u^ his ahi;i06t, tottering steps^ with 
, naind enfeebled, but not deyoid of consolation > , 

He bed gained the victo^pver doubt and irresolution ; his happi- 
ness was in ruins, for Isoline was lost; but he resolved to dedicate 
.himself to her .memory, dp penance at ^e shrine where she un- 
^ured hersell, s^ak her forgiveness, or, if not permitted, pa^ the sad 
hours in hoverino; ne^r where he knew his Isoline was lodged. . 

,i:ach mpinent his heart grew lighter* resigning' itself to, and pos- 
^sessed by«.a feelings jsaddened into inelancholyv yet not wholly em- 
, hittered. - Twas the calmipi^ of a wrecked hearty which had ma^e 
peace with its own sorrow- ., • ;< 

In spite of all, he knew not why, there was a glimmering of lu>pe, 
hut he did not dare entertain it; a jfeeling of extreme thankluln^, 
as though be baal escaped immii^ent peril ; a 4^yput gratitude for. a 
jp'rovidential rescue from ^JfOfi that.w^e d i^honoiwableytthoug^ |]|at 
ought nerer to have been encooraged. 
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He now ielt finxmess to sustain reflection, to point his tboag^1» 
inward, to probe and analyze fais mind, to dwtll' even on hfs own 
' condnct to Isoline. Ha was fa^ lecorering from the mental disease 
which had so long pteyednpcm his spirits. He walked on rejoicing; 
in- the change, ifnil to'overflowing ol gratitude to the Mercy to whom 
he had prayed lor rehef . 

On crossing the Pont Notre Dsme, the quietness of the scene ar« 
Tested the footsteps of St. Manr; he leaned over the balustrade, lis- 
tening to tine daiic waters of the Seine, which eddied voiind the but- 
' tresses with a low gurgling sound. The moon struggling through 
' the clouds, flashed on the rippling, current ; the indistinct outline of 
'tower and' paSace grew more Tisible ; the city's noise was hushed, 
save a Ibw muimur which stole upon his ear, breaking the chann 
of silence. Someiimes the' sleeping pulse of the city's life beat 
quicker'; the mmbfing of wheels, ery of l^qiieys, and datter of 
hoofs, indicated festivity arid dissipation ; whilst the distant glare of 
torches, seen fofn lew seconds On the bridges and far-stretching; 
quays, accompanying the iKxneward-boond equipage, gave momen- 
tary activity to the scene. 

The night was cold, yet he ll^t not tbe chill, but stood musing 
Ofver the events of his past life ; upbrMding himself lor weakness, 
forming wise resolves for thefnture, and seekmg to li^constract the 
shattered fome of his hopes. * Sfevetely he blamed his conduct in not 
repairing' to St Cload immecHately after the assauhonthe Fa}ai» 
Hoyal. Evoi'if he had Sncuned* th^ suspicion of deserting the 
JF^de, or been taken prisoner by M^uzarin*s forces, aird suffered 
' confinement in a fortress, or met a worse fate, he wotdd have prov- 
ed his constancy to Iflolhie, merited her sympathy, and prevented 
the rash resblution which she had sihce formed and put in exe* 
cution. 

' When he thought of Louise, h^ shuddered ip think how nearly 
h6 had been brought to losing himself idr ever in his own estlmA* 
tisn —of outra^ng the fobd memory of du Flessis. Turning in his 
emotipn, he felt the pressure of the fatal goblets : those evidences of 
perjury shouM distress his senses no ntore ; he cadt thean into the 
d^k stream;" and as he heard the i^ash, wished that he could so 
easfly bury in his own heart the emotions to which they had given 

'tlBS. 

Slowly tnovinqg from the bridge, he approached the old towers of 
^e cathednJ, whkh threw their deep shadowing |^oom over his 
faoMeps. l%edoorwaBcloBedrhiitheeateiedthepoii^»aiidie> 



]gaitDe68 of the cold winds which swept the public place, or Parvia^ 
«is it was called, in front of Notre Dame, kneli down, and was lon^ 
«ibsbTbed in pioud meditation. Hie at length arose, chilled, henumb- 
ta, but t^freshed in spirit ; humiliated, b«t not despairing. 
* On icachmg his own chnmber he dropped asleep, no more dis- 
Inthed by the mysterionsdial, or the haunting thoughts, and reposed 
tts calmly and fearless^'as ke had kud hiiaoself to rest 



• ^ow^longliaTeT been blind? YdC«%tk6'itaddeii 
• ' Jl3rt)is)>leitiAeaja9,.Heelt)i6.4ttiM«f'«ror ' 
)^a%a from my Mul!^ «y^> 

MASSmOER. 

It was tht tCakihg Tidre ol St Vb^i to devise such a plan of acp 
tion ajs ^ould permit fvU liberty and scope for his intended pilgrim- 
^ige, tl^ilhont endangering his reputation with Cond£ and the Fronde. 
He did'Udt tike, ^ the critical state of the faction, to incur the ob« 
loquy (A desertion; he might depart for the south, he thought, 
^boiigk^e instrumentality of de Ketz, whose own weakness would 
the move readily allow his sympathies to extend to the ^ef of his 
Secretary. Oftder vover of « missioft "to Bea^rfort, or to provincial 
fVondeuts, he might ^tiit ^ris wifh honour, 

" But h6tv v^ Jsoline to be discovered? He knew not the name 
t>f #e convent, or the title and quality of the aibbess her kins- 
woman; had never heard her mention such a relative; and to seek 
iDformatioR at St. Cloudy either ol Bartholin, x>r by an appeal to a 
higher ^u«eKer> was throwing himself into the lioft's jaws. Of the 
lender mercies of Anne of Ausfria, and di the croBching cat-like 
Mazarin, paiticisilaiiy since the defeat of de Nogent, he had good 
Hbson to feel diead; and to be mewed up in Vinoennes, Ham, or 
Havre, with Idofine^ fate unhkiging his mmd^, was too dreadful to 
contemplate. St. Cloud, therefore, must not be thought of, and 
Avjgtml' ought iic/t to be attempted without faifher information. 

In this dilemm^, he bethought hirafself of the Abbess of the Val-'. 
^e-Grace. ^e Was the friend, the confidant of the Queen ; but she 
"wzB of a Daap^mese family^ with whom that of St Maur had in- 
torniarned a century «nd a half ago. Hie Abbess, was, moreover* . 
tbelnettdof Zsoiinei wJio was very omoh iniavoor with this in- 
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ilnential superior. Ttie Coadjutor hsd taken especial care that thd 
•tlerg}' and the conVents should not siiifer during the trouhles.; and 
as it was not his object to provoke the Queen and Court ^ Pow 
trance, he had bestowed more than usual attention in providing for 
fhe temporal wants of the habitants <^f this royal foundaticxi, be- 
lieving that at a future day his cbnsideratioi^ would be appreciated. 
St. Maur, therefore, had every reason to betieve, that as Secretary 
to the Coadjutor of Paris, bis reception would b« gracious i and 
were it, on his introduction, to threaten otherwisCy he had plenty of 
resources to propitiate apd, bribe, the g9od^wiU and attention of the 
lady-superior ; half-a-dozen oxen, and as many sheep, be very justly 
thought, in these famishing tiines, wouJd buy ^1 ha wanted. She 
would, at least, know the name of the convent at Avignon to which 
Isoline had retired ; possibly bad been in correspondence with her i 
but this was too much to hope for, or expect 

He felt great trepidation in knocking at the well-known gate& in 
the Rue du Fauboui^g St. Jacqu^is; it brogght vividly to pnemoiy. 
the eventful night in which he had been escort to (jiisguised royalty^ 
and the laughing voice and piquant raillery of da Plesais rang in 
his ears. . . 

A decrepid lay-sister of the foundation answered his aqppeal for 
admission, received his message to the superior, and returned to con- 
duct him to the conventual padour. The lady-^abbess was a well- 
bred dame, of about fifty; seveie in mannets aiKi appsaianoe* bu| 
with an ease of speech and action becoming one accustomed to con* 
f dential intercourse with royalty. She was seated reading, ¥Pbeik 
St. Maur entered the parlour, but arose at his apprqachr 

Tremblingly alive to the nature of bis reception, he could not bat 
perceive that his visit was embarraesing. The Abbess perhaps 
dreaded the anger of the Queen, for afibrding countenance to a trai- 
tor like himself. Anxious to make a favourable impression,. he al<< 
luded, on taking the s^at pointed out for him, to the care whiob 
Monseigneur had charged himself with,, of providing for the daily 
necessities of the Val -de-Grace during the season of inefficient sap* 
plies. He added, tha^ graceful for the hospitalities which she prof*" 
fered when he occasionally waited on her Mi^esty to the Val-<fe- 
Crace, and not foi^etfui of the slight tie of blood and reiatioaship--^ 
distant though It was — he had of his own accord, having the contp^ 
over all the provisions stored for the une of tlie archiepiscopal palace, 
tdken the precaution of that morning sending tp tbe.bitiilifr-af the con* 
Yent, certain beeves and sheep, which he hoped would minister 8er« 
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Tioeably to tlielr w^ntsi He had. iatbe kust longe, added ao mncli 
to the stock, that h6 could, well afiopd lo be profuse. 

tt seemed to the youth as though ^e Abbess was much disap- 
pokited with the purport of his speech. The slight eoofusion ob- 
seryable on his enlraoce had disappeared ; the eyanescent brighten- 
ing up of her prim, st^rfihed visa^, had faded into blank yacuitj. 
Still he must uot lose. the real object of his interview. 

With spch preamble and circumlpeulaoih he- at last. approached 
ihe subject ; the superior jtelaxed in her austerity^ aad by occasional 
friendly questionings, dvew ir^m the .youth miich of his distress of 
mind. Withoat ss^ii^ how far it was in- her power to satisfy his 
inquiries respecting .Madame du :PlessiB, she began expressing 
doubts^ whether Ae. ijrere not encroaching on the discipline of the 
holy church in usurping the privileges ol his cDafeeeor. And in 
Uttering this, her fonner fiiigbtiiy confused aad isomeif^hat ooinic ex- 
piressipn of oous^teaance jeturaed, and he could scarcely dottht that 
she was. secretly lajughing at his gcief. . He .lemarhed» that he 
hoped, as she had usurped one part of his cfon^ssor^s. duties, 'iShe 
would not neglect the more important one of consolation* She 
smiled, but it. was not a. $mile of derision. 
..He was now fairly. pazsled at his. reception.. The wkih, he 
thought, unbecoming the sanctity of her pralesttm ; but then her 
constant interoouiee with the Queen and other worldly personagesi 
even with Isolino, who was the xeverse of demm»» had perhaps 
made the supciior^ hallooartier^ half redase. 

« I see by yourioeks* Monsieur St Maur," said the ]ady> ** thai* 
you deem aieue^eneroHs in Jaughtng «t your grief ;. but do you de» 
serve better treatment from oae whose s]ni]pathiei» yov have eati-- 
mated at the vahie of-^lei me npe* ni^ weU-fed Odeaimois oxen 
aad as many sheep!" - ' 

** Foigive my eiror>" cried the Secretary, abashed* 

« It is my duty to foipfive all the world,** cried the Abbess, inter* 
rupting him ; ** but the superior of the Val-de-Grace holds her good* 
will at a higher price, Monsieur St. Maur. And yet I know that 
which is weU worth your puichase.'' 

But immediately cbaogiog to a more serioas tone* she conti* . 

ntted: 

^< And 80 you are tiruly ptoitent and contrite ; would do penanee 
at Aviga<m, and: seek foigiveness, where I hope it will be given*" > 

<• If Madame be eeriojoa* aad not divectiog .herself .at my ex* 
pesae*" replied the youth. «I would do all that» and more.** 
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*^ More ! In meic}r I hope no sacrilege V* exclaimed the AhfWMr 
** What wild floheooe rails in yow head > Bo jrou'aim at eRnying 
off, like a Turk or SataceB of dd^ One of the hdfy sisterhood? 
Thank heKvens ! I hate iiot yet afforded you the clue P* 

• "You do me injiwtice !" cried the youth, liurrfedly ; bat he h^ 
came all at once so struck with the Impressioii that he was ban^ 
tefsd by the Abbess^' that he pattsed, and remained silent 

Peiceiving his embatrasemenfy and suspecting the cause; she said 
fSbib wodd desal falily with him; and Ihftt if he woaM zetom at ih9 
ifame hocHT on tha monow# cAie Would havier prepared a letter, ad-* 
dieaeed totheph<»«Ss tothe'ceftvent at Arignon, which wonld 
dcmbtless pave- the way to the aceofRpliiihnient of his Irishes ;, bat 
ftat he mjastfnoty in the meantHnd* di8dK»e the hatare of their pre<>' 
MRt iatermw to any one^ or communieate his intended journey^ 
tiU he had leeeived^ the credentials. 

St. Maxa pvomieed faithlttUy to'obey libe Abbeas^ut sought' » 
bo«i which he hoped riief woidd g^antj namfely, to' declare whether 
it Was true or not that a dispensation had been obtamed by Madame 
du Plessis toohvisfte the necessity' of the noviciate term. He had/ 
be said/ tfll Biow, put eiitire faidi in th^ truth of the report, as it 
came fiont her late maitre d^hdtely but his spirits were becoming* 
■a buoyant with hc^rthait^he^^oald not soberly contemplate such 
anirietrieyable bcr^Tumentr' Th^ Abbess, howevteir^ ref ased fuF' 
ther iBl6»matipii>» lidding him to obey her beq^uests, ahd re tarn at 
the sqppoinlsd houn ; a command be was forced to obey. 

The more St Maur .reflected Oft hia irMerwew with the superior^- 
the more ha' felt iudinied tobetiave the affitirs were not sO desperate 
as'he^had hdieved them; He even cau^^t hinnsclf 4iidli%ing in tho 
hope that Iheupvictate had iiot expired ; dMt IMiA^ hski not taken 
the fatal vows; xyr^if she had, that there waa noiBe reservation, 
some escape from the dreary waste of a land of haqfipinesa Else, 
wherefore the equivocaLing, baaitering tone of the Abbe6s» which 
would be out of plaoe, tmlesa indeed she waa the most haid-<hearted 
of woipen^ . 

£[e was forbid. speeikingol lus jbumey^ on iBJuneyon which w^' 
attended with inconvenience, for he could iiot> coneisteatly wiih hid^' 
pidmiBe, communieate his imentiotis to the Cofuljutor, nor take 
leave of du Tremblay ; the house of the President he dare not, in*^ 
deed, tsgfmadti^ Jutes, aisoi ini]8t>iemaki in ignotanceof the joar" 
n«^ and would hkvB but short notice i^r the morning's iBtavicw* 
j^ how pass the lacking hours in 4ha iatnnnd f ■- 
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fle fteieeM bojyiug himself ia the solitude of his own chamber } 
but fdtmd it tenanted by the'eyer importunate Joles Martin. Julea 
had a secret of the utmost importance to communicate^ but said he 
trottid only impdrt It an condition that if Monsieur would not em' 
bark in the adventure he proposed^ it should be left to the -valet'd 
own management This condition was so reasonable, that the Se-^ 
cretary at once agreed to it i hoping the sooner to getxld of the pre 
«ehce of the roan. 

Jules had a cousin, gardetier 2^ the chi&teau de Tincennes, thd 
fortress in ^hich the Primie of Condd was confined. In his circuit 
totm toute ta St. Cloud; he had fallen in with his kinsman, and 
during their socialities in the eiiVirons of tl^e chS,teau, had noticed 
that the fos9e was nearly dry, and that no great injury would be 
Hkdy to attend a fail from the windows from that quarter of thd 
prison where the Prince was lodged, into the fosse beneath. The 
steep, sloping bank opposite had been^ in sererai spotsi planted with 
lihrabs and plants of large growth, which would afford a ready 
means of ascending from the ditch. A sentinel, ft was true, ever 
patrolled the tterrace fronting Cond^s banqueting room, the apart-i 
ment where he dined in company wilfi the officers of the garrison^ 
They enjoyed this honoflr by turn^ if honour it were ; but the real 
object wajsr t6 prevent the Prince from ever being alone, and making 
use of opportunities of escape, which the resources of a mind fertile 
in ejqpedients would undoubtedly present 

As Jules very justly remarked, the difficulty lay in the Prince 
having the chance of dropping into the fosse, unperceived either by 
his attendants or the sentlnert But th^ difficulty was not insure 
mountable : and if Monsieur w^ould only pledge himself to join 
haartily in the adventure, without imparting it to others, or making 
0B6 confidant of the scheme-^for save Monsieur he would Have no 
one share the glory of the exploit ; he thought he saw the way 
clear to carry off the Prince in triumph. 

8t. Maur, who deemed the idea not impracticable — indeed, simi- 
lat projects had often been discussed by the Frondeurs at the coun* 
cil boatfd— lent a willing ettt to the proposal, and agreed to the pro- 
viso of secresy ciniiionally ; for as ' he tlqld Jules, the adventure 
migfht require the aid of more hands ;' and* under any circumstances, 
the Coadjutor "ought to be possessed of the secret, that he might 
have a cavaliy force premred to cover the retreat of his. Royal 
R%hnes^, should the escape be discovered as soon as made. 

' Jules felt the force of these remarks, and was willing to sUt)mit 
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the whole scheme io the consideration of. de Retz> pronrided be 
should have the honour of having originated the attempt, and tho 
ehief conduct in the execution. This was, agreed. (o,, and St. JD^aur 
and his sagacious valet went in search of the Ooa^jdtor. 

When the Prelate'had welcomed Jale$, to whom he confessed he 
V>wed his deliverance from La Kochefoucauld, he leat a willing ear 
to the plot. I'be Dauphinese said it had been brooding in his mind 
since his return from St. Cloud, aod he had at. length arranged the 
entire schemp. The soldiers of the g^rrisoA-fompl^ned bitterly of 
the hard service imposed at the chateau; while UiuBir.more.fortunate 
comrades were ifighting and plundering,^ Uv'tn^ at free quarters in all 
the towns and villages in the vicinity of P^ris, th^y were closely 
shut up, allowed very little liberty, no opportunities of plunder, ai^ 
suffered under ^ barrassing, vexatious discipline, ^n consequence of 
its being the prison of Cond^. . Desertions wer^ i^nstantly taking 
place ; and Jules proposed with the gardenef s recommendation, ta 
enlist himself and Monsieur St. Maur into the. garrison. It would 
of course arrive in the usual routine of service^ .that be or his masr 
te'r would mount guard on ,the narrow battlemented terrace ; and 
that should be the day chosen for the attempt tq escape. " MqD'* 
seigneur the Coadjutor," Jules added, "might open a communica^. 
tion with his friends in the fortress, through the gardener, and leam 
the day and hour of the attempt, and appoint a force to lie in wait- 
ing to cove^ their escape to the city." 

In reply to the Prelate\s question, the valet stated that be bad 
sounded the inclinations of his kittsman, and found him, willing to 
risk his safety in joining in the plot 

The Coadjutor turned to St. Maur, and asked if he w^re willing . 
to follow out the scheme indicated by bis servanti in, difiiguiaing 
himself sp that he might pass muster. 

The Secretary found himself in a grievous dilemma. He had 
often declared, and in more than one quarter, an anxiety to be the 
means of rescuing the Prince ; it was an exploit, he said, which of 
right belonged to him, and be had.betrayed a jealousy of others attempt- 
ing it. But nov^^ he had fully made up his mind to proceed to Av'v;* 
ii6n. Hope whispered that it was not too late to save Isoline froai 
the cloister ; it was cruel, heart-rending, to interjpose a delay, per* 
haps a fatal delay, even to assist the Prince. 

The Coadjutor, who perceived the indecision of St. Maur, ex- 
pressed surprise, stating that Jules alone, in the interior of Vin- 
cennes,' would probably be Ine&c^ifRl to the end piopoeed* 
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St. Maiir wa^ot even prepared to make a confidant of de Retz 
till after his interview with the Abbess ; he therefore requested till 
to-morrow to make up his n)ind to the adrentare. It was galliilg 
in the extreme that he, of all men, should exhibit reluctance to such 
a service ; and he could not fail noticing the surprise of the Coad- 
jutor, and even of his own servant ; but there was no help for it, 
iind he left the Prelate'el closet with Jules, vexed, annoyed, and dis- 
comfited. , , . 

At the appointed hour, he repaired to the convent of the Val-de- 
Grace, and was received by the superior in the same apartment-^ 
the parlour appropriated to the reception of visitors. She commenc- 
6d with thanking him, in the name of herself and the sisterhood, for 
his politeness and attention to their temporal and wordly wants ; even 
nuns must be fed, and the bailiff had acknowledged receiving what 
h^ would have found it very difficiUt to obtain in the markets. 

St. Maur,. who had much rather she would discourse on tsoline, 
"^as disconcerted, and e;ideavoured to lead the conversation to the 
promised letter. He wished to learn from her whether jspline had 
really taken th,e vows, and, ^f so, how she was possessed of the in- 
formation. But the superior avoided his questions, dwelling on the 
advantages of the convent of the Val -de -Grace over the other holy 
foundations in the city, in having such a ]K)iite caterer as the 
Secretary. 

Chafed and Vexed, yet deteimined not to be foiled, he informed 
her that the hour appointed for leaving Paris had arrived, and that 
he only waited the letter to the Prioress ; but if the superior had 
promised more than she found herself able to perform, if she would 
Only deckre the name of the convent and of the Prioress at Avig; 
noh wheire Madame du Plessis had taken refuge, he should feel eX- 
tremely grateful. 

The Abbess, changing her manner, said, with a grave face, that 
it was useless his proceeding to Avignon ; that Madame du Plessis 
Was hdt there ; in fact, that she "vVas much nearer home — was in 
Paris-^-m the convent of the Val-de-Grace — ^Under the same roof 
which now sheltered him- 

St Maur heard this announcement in breathless astonishment. 
He could make no reply to the superior, but stood speecliless, con- 
founded. That Isoline vas now, at this very moment, in the 
Fame house with himself, seemed as though a miracle had been 
wrought in his favour. 

When he could find speech,' he asked the Abbess to lepeat what 
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she bad ottered, that he might again hear the t^iQce-blessed woKdl» 
With grave ladicrousness» she repeated the anDOoncemeDt, word lor 
Word. 

He demanded to see tsoline. l^is request the Abl)ess absolutely 
refused. He entreated, implored her to grant it, urging the entreaty 
with all the eloquence he was master of ; but in yain ; ahe swd it 
X^as impossible^ Bespairingi lie even went so far as to threaten 
force ; to bring his troops, fire the walls, and carry c^ the lady. 

The superior, lauf)[hing at his blind, rage, asked if he Were not 
Secretary to the Coadjutor of Paris ; the avowed and constituted pro» 
tector of sdl the religious houses in Paris. If he were bent on using 
force^ instead of relying on the Coadjutor's Corinthians, had he not 
better, she asked> seek the aid of de Brouassl and the people ? 

This home-thrust staggered him» and cooled his boiling mge ; he 
Was conscience-struck and silent. The conviction flashed on his 
tnind, that the whole tenour of his actions, even his visits^ to the 
President, were known to Isoline and the Abbess. Why had not 
he thought of visiting the Val -de-Grace at an earlier period? He 
felt it might have saved him infinite humiliation and misery. Ho 
Was humbled and abashed, and dropping on one knee before the 
Abbess, took her hand) and, with tears in his eyes^ besought her in* 
tercession With the justly-ofifended feoline^ 

The superior was surprised and confused ; it Was such an unusa* 
el and extraordinary situation for one of her years and sanctity, to 
have kneeling at her feet a youthful cavalier. She b^gan stamme^ 
ing an equivocal as98nt» when the door of the parlour opened, and 
the poor lay sister made her appearance. The message which hung 
on her lips died away on beholding the situation of her revered su* 
perior ; she looked at her, and then at St^ Maur^ unable to speak. 

The personal charms of the lady superior had not all departed 
during a long and hdy seclusion. Her features were regular,, the 
complexion clear and softened, with an impress of high birth and 
breeding ; her figure was slight and upright,, and her hand« whicli 
the Secretary held> of exquisite delicacy^ The incongruity of the 
scene was not so great, save in the holy calling of the lady; but 
that the severely-austere Abbess of the Yal-de-Graice should be a 
willing listener to the protestations of a gay and jewelled gallant 
like St. Maur, seemed too mucb for the nerves of the conventual 
domestic ; she blushed to the eyes, and fled the room. 

The Abbess, scandalised to the extreme^ flung away from the 
Secretary, puiauing the setreating attendant, whilst St Maur» still 



I 



i 



THE palah botal. 209 

« 4 

.aiixio!]ft.|br his salt, followed ffae superior to the door. The poor 
lady, thus perple;ted, and dreading the consequences which would 
follow the cjtercise of the lay- sister's tongue, turned to the youth, 
and hade him wait a while in peace, and she would intercede with 
Madame du Plessis. She then hastily followed the old woman. 

St. Maur suffered a full hour of torturing impatience ere he was 
relieved by the re-appearance of the superior, who returned in a 
cheerful mood, hut pretending much trouhle and discomfort. She 
blamed herself severely for the interest she had taken in other peo- 
ple's affairs ; and declared, in a querulous tone, that every one was 
engaged in a conspiracy against her peace. She told the Secretary 
that, with much entreaty, she had prevailed on Madame du Plessis 
to grant him an interview ; but that, although she had not taken the 
vows either at the Val-de-Grace or elsewhere, he must not build 
his hopes too high, for reasons whch he was doubtless aware of^ 
or would quickly learn. 



CHAPTER XXVI- 

• Iflbxiog wlthma , 
One thought but of submission and of sorrow, 
Or nourish any hope but that your goodness 
Biby pleftie t« fligniny paixdo% nay I perUh . 
In your displeasure. 

MAisiirocH. 

* In a garden, of very confined space, appropriated to the Abbess's 
pole use, there was a little pavilion, to which she often resorted for 
meditation, as she declared to St. Maur, but which, the youth be« 
licvcd, had been generally the chosen spot of meeting between Anne 
and the Cardinal, and in which measures for balBiilg the Fronde 
were diteussed, whilst it was supposed by thet faction that the Ttaliaa 
was closely immured in the recesses of the Hotel Mazarin. Thither 
was the Secretary directed to repair by the superior, and await in 
the pavilion the approach of Madame du Plessis. 

A secret door, opening from the parlour into a narrow Te8tibule» 

led the youth to the garden, which was surrounded by very high 

walls,' and inaccessible of approach iroiti other quarters of the con- 

' vent. It had b^en planaed, no doubt, as she described it, for the 

use of the superior, in which she might indulge in exercise^ and 
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enjoy the fresh air, without being subjected to the, gaze, and per- 
haps jeering remarks, o( the younger portion bfjhe sisterhood. 
' The pavUion overlooked a little space o£ green swsfrd, in the cen- 
tre of which was a tiny jet of water. The garden was neatly ar- 
ranged, the walks wide and well preserved, but the drooping ho- 
nours of autumn at this season quickly overtook the labours of the 
■gardener; the paths were strewn with leaves, and the gurgling 
clash of the falling water — in the warm Rummer months delicious 
to the eye and the ear — now struck coldly on the senses. 

Left to himself, the youih walked slowly to the pavilion, trem- 
hling and confused ; anxious to behold the long-lost Isoline, but 
dreading the interview. Before reaching the entrance he perceive^ 
that it was tenanted ; lie stopped short, concealing himself behind a 
tree, desirous of ascertaining who was the intruder into ihe Abbesses 
private walks. By the partially -seen dress, he perceived that the 
intruder was a lady; changing her posture the face was visible ; it 
was Isoline. 

Breathless with emotion, he gazed on the face which had haunt- 
ed him in his dreams, whose sweet lineaments arose on memory, 
reproaching bis desertion, while basking in the sunny, innocent 
smiles of Louise. Unseen, he watched that face, now pale and wan, 
reminding him of the visionary phantom 6f the abbey, which bad 
so often beamed on him with delight How ardently he desired to 
rush from his hiding-place, throw hims^ at her feet, and implore 
forgiveness for his wandering steps. 

The Abbess, then, had intentionally deceived him, for he could 
not but believe tha,t the prior arrival of Isolioe at the pavilion was 
preconcerted. When he had, at length, summoned courage, to ap- 
proach, it was yet necessary ta emerge from his retreat, unperceived, 
which he could only eifect, after waiting for the opportunity ^yhich 
soon occurred, of Isoline moving to the opposite side of the pavilion. 
The noise of his footsteps in entering caused her to turn ; a vivid 
tremoi; flashed across her countenan^, she changed colour, and, for 
a moment only, her hand sought the support of the trellice. It was 
hut for a moment, for her presence of mind and courage veturning, 
she said, with an air of extreme coldness, which was however be- 
lied by the trembling tone of he^ voice, 

** You. do your kinswornan and myself. Monsieur St. Maur, much 
honour by ypur visit. I hppe so much valuable time is not lost 
[Without jpermission of Mdnseigneur the Coadjutor." > 

St Maur, who had acquired, since we first intioudoced him to 
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"ftk Notice of the reader, considerable command over his emotions 
and facuities, by constant intercourse with the leaders of the Fronde, 
&nd by participating so ofte^ in their councils, was not so much dis- 
concerted by this attack as he would have been in an earlier stage of 
his brief career. Without trusting himself with any pren^ature ex- 
pression of tenderness, he solicited that she woiild be seated, as he 
had much to say, if she would afford him a patient hearing. She 
cast on him a half look of surprise, and seated herself on a chair 
close at hand, intimating by a slight gesture that she would listen. 
' ' He spoke ot his long course of suffering since the parting on the 
mom of Condi's arrest, when the flattering reception afforded by his 
Royal Highness, the restoration to favour, and the commission en- 
trusted to his care by the imprisoned Prince, so wrought upon his 
feelings, that he felt extreme anger at Isoline for persuading him to 
desert his former patron. This anger, and consequent estrangement, 
proved, he said the cause of all his subsequent misery ; for when 
returning affection wound itself round his heart, and he sought for 
her, the search was in vain; there was no vestige or triice. of her 
movements to be found in the besieged city ; no intelligence oi her 
being at St. Cloud with the court, as. he questioned every prisoner 
brought into the city, but without avail; and when, at length, he 
found means to despatch an envoy, .he learned, with grief and re- 
norse, that she had taken the veil at Avignon, having procuced a dis- 
^iispensation to obviate the necessity of the noviciate term. Herself 
lost, his own happiness a wreck, he had been unwillingly drawn into 
visiting a certain family, where the attentions he constantly received 
rendered his life less irksome, but from which he had lately fled in 
dismay, when fully aware to what such an intimacy would lead ; re- 
solving to dedicate himself to the task of seeking out Isoline, even 
though a doistered nun, and praying for her peace and forgiveness. 

Such, he said, was his history, in which he read his own con- 
demnation. But though so culpable, he prayed her to reflect, ere 
she turned aside from his penitent steps,, or thraw away a heaii 
^khiiSh stHl loved, which clung more fondly than everto iearly hopefi, 
-which had wandered till, overcome by remorse, ft had returne4, 
even though but to^nourn qver its own ruin. . - , . 

She was silent; with eyes averted, and fixed oh the grpund, she 
seemed irrcsOhite, afraid to trust herself to speak, or to encounter 
ftie ardent gaze of St. Maur. He took courage from her silence, 
approached the chair where she yeas, seated, knelt at her feet, and 
faking a \Axid x^hfch was not withdiawh, bat whicKi lay passively 
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in his own» besought her to gnmt hhn one look^ oqe wocdof bops, 
that he might not wholly despair. He was now, h© said, about to 
engage in an adventure of great peril, but of equal honoip*; be 
might never see her more; the present hour, In which he stood 
soliciting some little token of relenting, might be the last in which 
she would behold him. If she would but speak, bid him^ prosper 
through danger, or look on him but for sl moment as her eye onoe 
beamed on his footsteps, it would be a talisman against peri}; 
would console, ehcovirage, his dropping spirits; cheer l\im in deatfc 
on the field of battle, or on the scaffold, or be the charm inspiriting 
hini to brave every stroke of adverse fortune. 

She raised her eyes, looking at him attentively, whilst aaying, 

** How can I believe these the sentiments of one who left me 
unheeded, perhaps to perish, whilst the palace was the prey of the 
market-places ?" ... 

" How, indeed, can Isoline believe it !" exclaimed the youth 
mournfully. " St. Maur himself can scarcely credit his qwq me- 
mory. But if Isoline would only blot it from recollection, it would 
light up in the heart of her fdorer an undying fil^me, which would 
end but with life.** 

<< And Louise de Broussel," said du Plessis, turning upon him a 
glance with somewhat of her former archness — ** who will be the 
consoler of that poor maiden ?*• , 

St. Maur was not so much disconcerted ;by the allusion as wh/e& 
made by the Abbess ; it then fell unexpected, creating fear and dis- 
may ; he now stood better prepared to abide the shock. Reflectioii 
On his intercouse with Louise had convinced him* that however 
much the family might regret his secession from their circle, the 
maiden herself had entertained. nought beyond a sisterly f{^;ard fete 
her deliverer. He narrated to du Plessis the circumstances which 
attended his m^oduction to the President. He had no fesff, he said 
in conclusion, for the happiness of Louise, by his absence from the 
Rue St. Antoine. , 

« Well, there is some ho^ of her happiness," said JsoHoe, ** aunof^ 
B)ie proves insensible to the allurements of the preuz chtwdier St* 
Maur." 

• » 

« And there will be some hope for him, if Madame ^u Pleasie 
prove not insensible to compassion," remarked the youth watching 
every movement, striving to elicit a ray of hope, in every change oi 
voice or jesture. 

Though so yoon^ t^e fa^4^ Ee^is had |;aiaed more ef peneofiQ 
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Asm ti^alljif !^Il t6 ladies of lier age. ' "the ever-clianging fortunes 
of the circle which surrounded Anne of Austria, ihe intrigues t^y 
which station and influence wer6 maintained, had laid open to her 
view much of the weakness and vanity of mankind. She herself 
possessed a clear, firm, and unyielding mind, which had benefitted by . 
the harsh discipline it had suffered. Her penitent lover knew and ' 
appreciated tibese qualities ; and whilst on the one band, he was fill- 
ed with alarm at the idea of her remaining firm in tlie rejection of ' 
his suit, he was convinced he should not regain her affecfion by an 
extravagant deinonstration of passion, whicb might have been more 
succe^ul with an inexperienced maiden. He thought she had 
shown some slight signs of relenting, while he was speakiij^ of 
the perilous adventure he was bound on; he theriefore again led 
her to the consideration of this subject, as eloquenky as he was 
able, petitioning for some mark of fkvour to carry on his journey. 

" And what may be th6 nature of this stfange peril ?" asked 
Isofine; ♦« since I ani no longer at liberty, after the recital of your 
history, to suppose it proceeding from a fiery l|rotbcr-in-law, 
burnii^ to aVenge a sister's quarrel?" 

«• I may yet have Monsieur du Tremblay on my hands," le-, 
plied St. Maur, attempting a smile ; " but the journey I am bound on 
is of higher import than my own poor concerns. I know not when, 
or how I shall pitjcecd ; I shall gain renown, or lose an unworthy, 
life." 

A sadden thought seemed to strike IsoHne ; she arose from her 
chair hastily, and bidding St. Maur arise,, for he was still kneeling — 

*« I know your mission ; it is not ah unworthy one ; to say only .^ 
thai St. Maur was engaged beyond the walls of Paris, would be to ' 
declafe it. Nay, look not so alarmed ; I will not betray the secret, ; 
even to the lady-superior." ' 

She paused, hesitating, doubtful, afraid, as it seemed, of giving 
utterance to her thoughts ; but at length' continued, 

«* Let us make a contract of peace, Henri ; I know what you are 
pledged to — it can be no other than to liberate his Royal Highness. I 
am now quite severed from the court ; Jiave no inclination longer , 
to withstand the malice of the Cardinal, arid her Majesty proves but 
a feeble safe-guard against his treachery. I care not whether the 
Prince be free or not, for I still love the Queen. Bat return to Paris 
witb your idol, atid you shall riot complain of my cruelty ; — it is the [ 
price I set on my forgiveness ! Farewell t»» 

She flung to him a nt^rrow scarf, axul letreated hastily from the " 
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parilioiu He attempted tp detain ber^ bat flbe b^pl^ finoai.lug 

grajsp, and forbidding him. to follow, was soon lost to 3igbt 

Kissing, again and again, the token of her leganl, he folded it in 
his bosom, and slowly retraced hia path through the garden. In 
the conventual parlour was seated the superior* poring over her 
hnge, clasped yolume« He was approaching to thank her for the 
consideration she had bestowed on his afiairs, when, in great alarm, 
dbe pointed to a distant seat. He still continued to approach ; she 
arose, clasping the large volume in her hands, as though intending 
it as a weapon of defence, and begged him on no account to come a 
step nearer ,- that he was a dangerous man to the peace either of 
convents or families. He, smiling, promised compliance, on eon- 
ditio#that she would answer his questions, which was agreed to. 
He wished to know from the Superior the motives of Madame da 
Flessis in retiring to the Val-de-Grace ; also the origin of the report 
of her having taken the veil at Avignon. 

The Abbess replied, that there was but little to add to what he 
was now most likely in possession of. When the Palais Royal 
was assaulted, Isoline escaped in great distress- to her hotel in the 
Place iloyale* from whence, fearing farther danger> and distracted 
at the absence of St. Maur, she repaired for safety to the Yal-de- 
Grace. In this seclusion, she had learned that he had joined the 
Fronde urs, taken up his abode at the Coadjutor's palace, and was 
^together employed in the afiairs of the faction, taking no care to 
make himself acquainted with her retreat, and thus confirmicg the 
opinion that she had formed on his not appearing to her rescue at 
the palace ; that either of his own deliberate free will, or through 
the persuasions of others, he had forsaken her for ever. Subse- 
quent events^, which the Superior said she need riot again allude to, 
only tended to strengthen this view of his intentions ; and poor iso- 
line, though despairing of her lover, and inconsolable at his neglect, 
had yet sufficient firmness to resist the entreaties of the Abbess, who 
wished, in pity to her friend's state of mind, to make known to the 
Secretary the secret of her abode. She had resisted this step, alleging 
that if bis affections were not evanescent, he would seek her ; and 
if they were, it was well, although to her cost and sorrow, that he 
should continue estranged. To try him still farther, du Plessis, 
through the agency of the Superior, had caused it to be circulated 
at St. Cloud, that she had taken the. veil at Avignon, doubting not 
that the intelligence would speedily reach Paris. To her grief and 
agODy, 8h« found that the only fruits of this policy \iras^ that his 
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connexion with the family of de Bronssel daily grew more close, 
destroying ihe faint Vfesfig^Js df hope which yet clung to her heartv 
Stiil duH^ssi^ wasHrih in her intention of leaving him to his own 
free course ; and was only aroused from the depth of despair by his 
ttnexp^ctfed and' stahling visit to the Val-de-Gtace. 

The Abbeds admitted that she could scarcely contain her joy ; not 
of course from any regard to 'such an unworthy cavalier as St. Maur 
(though she now averred that she had si igh^y changed her opinion 
on his conduct) but through affection for her fair charge, whose hap- 
pFmesd was compromised by his desertion. She was glad, she said, 
that he had had his share of suffering ; and n^oreover, was rejoiced 
to hear what she had just been ftiTdrmed by th6 lady herself, that 
she had held ont the myrtle and the olive-branch to the' penitent 
wanderer. 

St. Maur, dfeeply impressed with the narration, arose to take leave ; 
and foigetful of her prohibition, he was ia^in advancing, when she 
HeMnp her hand, decljbring that if he tririsgtesSed, she would undo 
aH that h^been done. Snbh another scene as that which, to her 
horror, she had witnessed in this parlour, would cause a scandal, 
she said, thdt would reach as far as Rome. 

. Afraid of trusting himself in the presence of so close an ally of 
her Majesty as the Abbess, with any expressions respecting his 
journey, lest <its-pur)pbrt mig^ht transpire, he Contented himself with 
thanking the superior at the proscribed distance, and retired from the 
convent 

Now it was time, he exclaimed, as he bounded over the roughly 
paved streets of the capital, to sC^k deKetz, and announce his readi- 
ness for the enterprise; To rescue the Prince ; to win Isoline ; 
these were deeds worthy of his name. iRare trophic3 of love and 
honour were to be won, and he bvaced up his thoughts to the high 
endeavour. ' 

Jules was delighted Af ith the changed conduct of his master, who 
seemed not the sattie being. Affair^ in l^ris were soon arranged ; 
St. Maur wrote to du Tremblay, stating that business of great im- 
portance to the welfare of the Fronde required his departure on the 
instiint to the ^uth, and begging him to tender his adfenx to the de 
Bf^ossel foihiiy. Elsewhere, at the instigation of the Coadjutor," 
who was desirous of blinding the Parisians to the real destination 
of His Secretary, the same report was set afloat ; the impression in* 
tended to be conveyed was, Uiat he had gone with instructions to 
Beaufort 
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A system of communioatioa having been arranged between St 
Maur and de Ketz, and all minor points carefully discu s se d and uzw 
derstood, the prelate bade farewell to his proLigi* , 

" I feel certain of your success, St Maur,** he exclaimed ; *< I 
can read it in ^ur eye. Since you first talked to me of the adven- 
ture, you have been charmed by some cunniQi^ witch. Never saw 
I such a sudden al^ration. Would that I could change destinies 
with you !" he conclud,ed with a «igh. . 

At night St. Maur ^d his valet, both habited in the dress osoal 
to disbanded soldiers, left Paris by the Porte St Antoine, the gate 
being opened to their egress on production of an order from de Retz, 
Passing through the faubouig, or, suburb of St Antoine, which 
was alsd protected by some loose and irregular lines of fortifiGatioD8» 
though without sentinels or artillery, they emeig^d on the grand road 
to Yincennes, but presently fiuitting it fc»r a by-path known to Jules, 
soon entered the park pr ^forest of Vincennes, and arrived without 
molestation at ;the cottage of Jiean Limier, the kinsman of Jutes, 
w^ho hsA the care of the gardens attached to the chateau. Thelittlc 
cottage was situate about a quarter of a mile from the fortress,, but 
hidden from its view by the forest growth. 

Here they found everything prepared for their reception; a cheer- 
ful fire, for the night was very cold ;. good substantial fare, in which 
the flesh of the forest's pride ai>d ornament Wjss not forgotten ; hum- 
ble, but cleanly beds, and a very ready and attentive host in Jean 
Limier. 

Before retiring to rest^ and in accordance with the suggestions of 
de Retz, St. Maur engaged the gardener in a parley respecting the 
adventure, tie told him, that if he felt the least sinking of heart, 
or desire to back out of the enterprise, he had better now say so, 
and he should not only be held free from all harm, but rewarded 
for his sincerity. He must not disgiiise from himself that his own 
life, and the lives of at least two others, must necessarily be risked 
in the adyenture ; that if he should exhibit cowardice or backward- 
ness during the plot, the lives o( his kinsman and of .St. Maur 
would ceilainly be the sacrifice. , But if he held through, with good 
heart and faith, and the Prince were freed, it would oialce the for- 
tunes of both Limier and his kinsman. 

** Monsieur need not take such pains with Jean»' cried Jules 
Martin ; <* I will engage for his fidelity ; for if he prove ialfie, I naU 
assuredly. Jour de Dieu ! cut his throat" 

« You will never be man enough, Jules," cried the gardener,. 
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*> lo cut any one's throat,. npless he ofiers it \o ypu in the way of 
yow jprofessldri.** • 

■ Then turning to St. Matir, he as9tlre4 him that "he and his kins- 
WAh, Jules Martin, had talked it oVer, and Were fnlly benlon the 
i^heine**, that for himself, he thdnght it a glorious chance for one 
ftf his poor condition to signalize hihosert ; but how friend Jule$, 
(and' he tum^ ^yly at bis kinsman,) could summon heart to ven- 
tme into the lioii*6 deii he knew hot, as he had not even stomach 
for a Parisian trooper. ^ < 

Desirous of preventing the least chance of strife, however amfcft- 
Utf, between the twoi St. Maur changed the conversation, asking 
J^.gardell^r if he <(v«i« prepared to submit them ai^ recruits at the 
diftteati, and whefter they looked comme Ufaut r nnd tiEie gardener, 
he added,' nrast be'a> ^^cx)d judge. r - . < 

Jean, thus^appetded to, said he berlsiinTy hatf h^ considerable es- 
peEUBce ofxeeniits'; he was half-sddier himi^tf; and being daily 
in the chateau, and widi the garrison, could not t^hly tell, nt a glance, 
whether a man had served, but f ron^ what province he came. Mon- 
sieur, he' said, wfas perfect in his dostsme and bearing; but his 
t«nd^aod neek were tDo>fhir, and hiis hair ffiust be knocked about 
into.a^ littile disorder. WaJnut-jukse would remedy the defect of 
hitnds and neck^ and if Monsieur woald permit, he would in the 
Homing operate upon his head^ kk the remainder of the night he 
might a0 weU remain « gentleman. His kindmaii, he said, had not 
jnuch-the air of a imlittttre ; he must pasS) tbeirefore, as a raw re- 
cruit. 

. These matteite settled, the gardener prepared- to retire to rest, and 
pointed out where his guests fvere to sleep. ' St. Maur said he should 
take a stroll in the park, and his friends need* not be alarmed at the 
noi^ of hifi return. Jean said that the fortress was psitrolled day 
aihl nighty- and if Monsieur. were perceived Iromthe walls, straying 
Qfisong the trees, eveii if it were thought he were only «*4eer-8tea)er, 
t2M would equaUy.sulject him tothe.chaneeofii biritet, as .though 
he were suspected of higher aims. The Secretary assured hinrthait 
he would not venture into the open area, but keep within shelter 
of the trees ; but he had been of late so mewed up in Paris, that a 
walk in the {ort&i would have great charms for him in his present 
mood. 

Sa3ring this, he lifted up the latch, and crossing the narrow yard, 
found himself in the old forest of Vincennes. And it was, truly, a 
delight for one long shut up in a beleaguered city, or quitting it 
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only for gk few hours on a^oraji^, to find himfielf straying at Uberff 
beneath the old oaks, almost decayed with ag?; hiale^t so long ac- 
customed to the narrow,. m-payed siteetsruow immenedhi.the de^ 
beds of drifted leaves^or strikii^ against the profecting. roots of the 
monarch of the forest. Tbe^mooB shone thvoogh the thiniy-^ldhed 
branches, and her contiaoed! strolling ov, hy aid of her 0ght> tiU, 
wholly forgetful of the gardener's caution^ he found himself beyond 
ihe line of forest, sad on te large area is the oontkeol whicbanMS 
the Ch&teau de Vinaenn,eir .. . , 

At all times an JmposiiQg ediice, it .was now esiiecaBily so^ jiie^ 
senting itself of a sudden, like a fairy<8eene» to the unexfedted gaaa 
of the solitary wandeier, vft%^ ^ jn hifr Aie^HsitidDi;. The mooa 
shone over a vast Ene or wall of bttildhifg, flsdenfcd-with massiTe 
towers, amidst which xose'one higherlfaan the <9thenK and on which 
footed the draped fleur-de-lis. IHi^ castle tras snmmdded witfa b 
deep and wide fosse or dit&h, &ced? with stette ' . . 

JletreataighaB^y within sMter of the forest, St ManrStood con* 
lemplU^ting the fortress — the prisoo-house of Cood^. ** Bfrt little/^ 
jeflected the youth, **dQes the Prince at. this neoieDt tikuil: how 
near to his abode stands the most devoted of hiv followers !^ Though 
late, there wa» yet some appearaece of life in tbe«h2tean ; lights 
yisibie in several quarters ; and sevend times there was ^hstinguish- 
able a glanca^g though feeble glinuner, possibly, as. St Maui- hna- 
ginedv reflected .tan fa9lbeidot flciew4)ayi»et ai the moving sen- 
tinel. 

: There stood, in solemn grandeur, the scene of his foture enter- 
prise i It was there, in the coarts and hadls of that easiie, which 
now lay pictured in the quietiide and repose of a visionary scene, 
that he must fif^ a way, stealdiily kad courageously, to the ear of 
the royal Cond6 ;* it was iiom those wadls he must bring him fiee; 
aid the bright teward would be the friendship of a grateful Piinee, 
the applause ol France, and» deam than alt, the heart and hand 
tkflaolinet 
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CHAPTER XXVII, 

. , WlwM btB&er kaa^t^ ipl«r the tIae-WMA towec 
So idly, that rapt faacy deencth It 
" A meteor of peace. 

THSfljaidei^erKwaed hifiiriefi^ftt fifiQ early boiar; and after the 
trio bad partaken of a heaity break£aeit> he proceeded to finJQh the* 
tFansfonnalioa of St. Af aur, fipoiltag the trim beauty of lue oioustacfae, 
and eoloatiAg bis neck nod. bands of a deeper ,bae» tbey bemg lar 
Cd» wbte and' detioale ior tboae ol a vagmat oaoipaigiier. 

Few imsiractiiNis ware aeoeaeairy, as be sbdaU* bavii^ the entrit 
of tbe castle, see tbem daily, and wottld oomiiaiiicate icoiii time to 
fiinci wbat M oaaei^aewr. Ike <Jaadj«lQr «ltoald>de«itt to b<^ conveyed ; 
faa woald also report the progiass ^ tb€u^;^v«&tiue tp tbe Fkelate* 

Tbare ^siaaiaed only togire a cfaamcter oi the proposed .recruits 
tD*ths<£rOveraor; lor altbongh tbe furiaoa serviee "ma exceedingly 
disliked since the imprisonment of Condi, fresh men were aot plac- 
ed on tbe .mnster-foU witboat a. isgid s^mliay. His word, the 
gacdeiier«aidi would be sufficient guaran(ea> partioaltdy as be^abould 
pittelaim rdbtionditp with Jaies, wjbo j^d.alod. delari^iaed to be. 
enlisted iabis awn name; it was- ao-bamble that «o saapicioii; 
would aliacbto.it, and be did not wish Co. lose any portion- of thO' 
fcinowii wbsdi would ding to tbe name if Ibe eaterprise were sac- 
oessfuL St Maar dioae tbe nom du gaettve ol Pierj«. Dubois, who 
bad served seveial years in tbe French anBy».so long, idly, aad in*i 
efficiently employed in Catalonia. He had on this acootmt become 
disgttSted with the service, and sought aiore piramoising occupation 
tbaa Bid»isting on the.atarving ratiaas dealt oat ia the Spanish pro* 
Tince, Of Jalea it was not necessary to say much, aabis connex- 
ion- wilk the gardener was safficieat 

That tbey night have a beUer. view of the fortsess* Liouer took 
his comrades tbe eatke circait of the exterior, pointing out tbe apart* 
mratappropviated to the pnnca of Copdti, stating the depth of water 
in the/etse, and where it was most easily fprdable ; also t^e best 
spot where tbey migbt clamber ap tbe sides alter crpssiag' the dit^ 
He wotfkd lake easef be said, to impcove tbe facilities lor rising out 
oiblba moat, while .vorkiag in bis vocation on the banks. He was 
Ihe^moiaaBxioiEsthat they. should tak^ advants^ of tbe pcesent 
opportunity of examining that part of tbe proposed line (^ af6i|pe»»i 
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in all probability it would be the only chance ; for after eniDlment, 
the soldiers were forbidden to. walk wheie.he, was now leading^ 
them. Even now, as he said, tliey must not appear to loiter, or 
it would very soon be noticed on the other side. 

St. Maur made inquiry respec^ini^ the gentteifian ncrw seen riding 
across the covered way or bridge which crossed the moat, and who 
was attended by seirerel lightly-armed troopers. 

" Fen{7« St.^ Chris P* cried Jean Lintier, " that is Ikfonas ur the 
Governor; and he is riding in tiiifrdilrection; he wiii certainly have 
a reckoning with us<" .^ . 

' St. Maur bad never before seen Changni^ who had» lie knesr^ 
been continued int the office of gaTeinor> merely frcHn- his hatmd <4, 
the Prince of Cond4, be being otherwise very modi dislU&ed by 
Anne and the Cardinal. Cluurigsi hed . enjoyed gteat favour during 
^ late reign^ and ia»ke4 high in the. e^itiiiiatUm ot Louis XUI t 
but now afllurfe wdre cbangedv and <^aU< his postal places; govDm- 
ments, and pensuons, there remained but the conmandantshipof 
Vihcennes; and this woidd have followed the oth«» but for .the 
above named reason. 

Cbavtgni seemed by die manner of his appraa^, loJiave madfr 
up hiff mind to challenge th6 intruders, for he. pot them between hia 
steed and the fasst. The quick eye of St. Maw, diow well praeti«edi 
in military movements, perceived that the atteodaota had taken a- 
wider circuit, that they might, without in the first instaoceaibniii^ 
suspicion of the motive^ cat otf'the retreat into the foi-estof himself 
and compank>n)if they had been disposed to puisae that course.' 
He had no longer doubt that their peregrinatioiis had idteady givaa 
ofience and suspicion. 

If this opinion needed confirmation, it vvas established by the cir* 
cumstance of Chavigni, after -having quesiioDed the gardebcr and 
learned his story, and surveyed - the two recruits, returning to^ Umt 
chateau, and bidding Jean and his friends loUow after. The toaan 
was brought up by the troopeirs, so that, as^ Jolei^irhiRpefled to St. 
Maur, lliey were ah^eady prisoners. 

Hiring Jdles speak, Limier turned 'round and by a sign awed 
him into silehce ; no more wcnrds were spoken by any one of- the 
party till they had crossed the fi3$^y and weite'-efose to the *gaaid- 
roont. There the ^Vemor dismounted, and >wae met' at the door 
byth^ ofiicer on duty, anid usheredwith the usual' mHitary wtkoBO^ 
tion info the chamber ; Jean attd his lecrnita'i^niaiiiaig ia ciiBtod3^«t 
the ts6(^ie. • » /•.''■•.'».,. V - 
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' A.ftBir seT^nAAiiittileB' delay, they were ordered in, and found the 
officer seated at« table, w»ked' oh 1]^ a soldier in undrem, and Cha- 
vi^i standing with his back to the fire-place. 

<* ^d who are these r&craits of yonrs, Maitre Jean ?" asked the 
officer. ' *^ Yo« imist recoilect well^ (he last man we took at your 
instaneewva flogged twice for staying all ni^t in -the village, and 
ran away before he had bfeon threes months in tfie garrison." 

Jean looked at the GoTemor before he made reply; and seeing 
•no 'signs of anger, ventured) being rather a favoiorite, to say, that 
fais Majesty^ derriee had not aufiered by his leciommenilation, as 
die. beating was attended with mudti good effect upon the discipline 
of the soldiers generally ; and that when his friend ran away he was 
ow^-two months' pay, the military chest* being al that time empty; 
00 -that, the lojrai tieteucy was as much benefited by the desertion 
«i the morality ef the troo^ had been improved' by the Egging: • 

The offioer frowned, but Chav^ni, who was a hian of the world, 
a courtier, and a statesman, and who could encowage familiarity in 
dependants without endangering the respect, due: to his'highlstation, 
answewd that at present ail his men were so welL behaved,' that 
they stood not in need of incentives to good behaviour; he wad not, 
therefore, at present anxious for scape-graces, but far orderly,- quiet 
soldiery in his new recruits. 

Jeaa Limier assured Monseigneur that the present pair were a 
.better sample than tha ranawsiy ; that the eider of. the twain was 
-his oousiiuwho could not earn a living at his trade asgatdener^ and 
was, therefore, very willing to ealist; but if he were not eligible, 
he, Jean, was very willing to take him as an assistant in< the gair« 
jdens'of the chateau. 

. «« No! no," cried the. officer ; ** a gardener is sure, with drilling, 
to maloe a good orderly garrisonnnan. We cannot part with hint.^ 
- ** And the other, that yooi^t aspixant ; is he your kinsman ^ 
agked the governor 

Jean reported him as had been agreed on at die cottage; but 
aaid, very cminingly taking his cne from the humour of the officer, 
that he really was not prepared to part with both ; that he wanted 
hssiatan^e in the gatdens, aud though Piierreknew little of gaiden- 
iDgi, he would prove more tractable, perhaps, than- bis co^in. His 
abject in visiting the chateau tbatmoTBing was, to present one man 
to his Majesty, and sdicit permission of Monsiair the Count de 
Chavigni to employ the other in the garden^; and he hr^i^t both, 
Ihat MdbaicvjDuig^ faavo thfl 



the eageroeas of the officei to, ealud both; and it bad the desired el* 
iect as soon as this geatlenaa had heaid the chancter aad qualifi- 
cations of Pierfe He toid Jean .that he waa oevtain that Moosieur 
the govenvor would be of his o^piniao, andwonid tetain both^ 
Pierre especially, as he could vrrite^ attd woi^d ki cp n a cqu a a ce be 
speedily proiDoted to the rank of seigeaftt* and possibly ttiU highei;. 
• Chayigni acquiesced in this leasoniBg ; and after cautioaing Jean 
not to bring stiai^is roood the /osse and lines*, bat coadaet ^m 
at once to the gates, if they had business al the feitiesa^he wished 
the officer ^cxxl moraiDg, saying he should contiBue hia side in Uke 
«B¥iroo& 

The gardener then retuined to his eeo«patiaa» leaioDg Fiene — 
jas by such naane we shaU call St. Maor whilst at VinoeiiDeB — and 
Jules^ with the officer* Ca^lain Vangiiaid, who* ai^r icMBoaliy en* 
listing both inio his own coospany, handed them ov8tt(» the care of 
the sergeant, to be clothed,, drilled, and diseijduiad. 

For two weeks after, enistment^ nothing el may iMtecial impoi' 
twice occuned^ Pierre, aa well as he waa able, though he found 
It extremely galling and distasteful, mixed- with the soMieia of the 
Ipanison* slibduinghis feelings so^as to eomport himself in langtiage» 
pursuits, and bearing to a level with his comadcs. He also ac- 
quired ai aceitrate nation oi ttie sereral warda ia the chateau, the 
tastes and habits oi the gpvsmor and thr offioerai taounted guard, 
though not as yel near the persou of Condi, ahheugh he had 
caught g^impaea of the Prince ; and -Hsnf often received kind aiea- 
sageairoBi de Beti, through the ^ithiui Jean lianer. 

The history of Pierre i» the *histosy of Julea fas the "filet t«» 
werita^ after which the foijaef,fov ^e quietude el his habita, per* 
aooal*deanliness»Mid other qualities in which he shone ccnaqpaeiioQa 
ov» hia camnides, was chosen by Gaptain Yaogincd aafais servant, 
waiting upon him at meals, and performing othes servicea apper-^ 
taininf; to the atation ; servieea whidi -Were Te^ humiliating, bu6 
irboCh bsoughl him exenptian fiom mounling guard and other mi» 
litaiy duties. 

Matters eeotinaed inthiastate, titt the Gsptaui one d^r JDionned 
Fione that on the laorrow it would fail to his tun to remain near 
the person of their iilustriotta prisoner. It was the duty of the of* 
ioer in waiting, be saii, to attend on the Pnaeedurii^ dinner; and 
hiaBoy^ Utghnesa had uauaUy^ as mattet of courtesy, iantod hha 
la a seat at the table, the oidy mode kit by whieh Coidi had ithft 



.I|i8 pomr to exhibit fegar4 ^ contempt for the officecs, Iq cases gt 
displeasure, he su^ered his companion to stand an idle spectator 
burins: the meal. 

Yandrard bad at first be^n somewhat a favourite .with the 
Pnnce{ hut lattediy had reason to suspect that he had lost ground 
.with his Royal Highness. He said that the only parties present 
were the Piince, and a single atlejidant, who was in the service of 
Chavigul ^ for the court' would not allow the royal prisoner the aiji 
of any of his own 4on)e^tics» lest means of esdape shonld b^ fur- 
nished through such hands. The officer in waiting wias attended 
by his reglmenta} servant He wished Pierre, therefore, to be ex- 
tremely circnmspect, and attend to his duties, without staring ^ 
or o^endirig his Highness by any indeoorum or extravagance, ;as it 
woidd be retaliated mn the Captain ; and the gentiiemen of the gar- 
rison were naturaH^y anxio«is to please the IVince, as ke might one 
day be again at theheaiof the French armies. .. Vaugirard proqeed- 
,«d to give his servant instructiaiis how to behave, pronusing a 
Siandsonae gratuity if he acqui'^d himself well, 

Pierre, "who trembled with conflicting emotions durmg this, di^ 
course, ventured to suggest that hi^ fiiend, Jean Limier, the 
gardener, might receive i^s^tmcticnis to bring to the table som^ choice 
fruit, on which he v^ry much prided himself. Vaugirard caught 
at the idea readily^ it woald, he said, be a very acceptable addition 
to their taMe^ and that the fruit shoyld he.fresh, he would imme- 
diately seek otrt Limier and give him the necessary instructions; 
and that he was not to gather it till the very kst moment, and then 
bring it direct to the Prince's apartment. He would give orders to 
jadmit Jean, so tha.t there might be bo delays bu2 he begged Pierre 
to keep (he thing a secret, for his brother officers were all striving^ 
by various litde arts, td gain interest with his Royal Highness. 
The addition to the dessert coming ^wiexpectedly, would be viewed 
graciously^ as a !liattering a.ttention, for Cond^ sometimes complain- 
ed of the way in which the tabje va^^ejT^^ , * : 

Pierre found he )iad made great progress ,k the good- will ^ his 
officer by jhis hint. He regretted the deception ^ but stratagems 
'were allowed .i^ war^ and as Coi>d£ had been entnipp^ by Artifice, 
thfite was no breach of honour in jisiag the same .means to effect 
his escape. His object in, suggesting the present of fruit was to 
secure the presence of the gardener, at a mon()eat when, his perr 
isonal strength might possibly decide the fortune of his ^y^ Qigbr 
aess j w^^6^]^jfL(^ ^f^MfiJ^ m % coiuage iia4 ^^^j^f ^ 



S24 me riLAis norlL.'* 

Jean than of Jules, for the impulses of the latter were from vanif^ 
lather than valour, and he had douhts of his strength of nerve at 
^e critical moment. 

With Jean and himself to aid the Prince in overpowering Vaugi- 
lard and Chavigni's hutler or domestic who waited at tahle, there 
lemained only to secure Jules as the sentinel on the terrace, without 
which the scheme, however matured m other respects, was hope* 
less. It was not Jules' turn to mount guard on that day, and if it 
had heen, it could hardly Be expected tfiat the lot would fall to him 
to parade the terrace, and particularly at the very hour required. 

In this dilemma, Pierre sought Jean Limier at the cottage — ^hiis 
freedom from the ordinary routine of service allowing the oppor- 
tunity — and fortunately, found him at home. The gardener was 
delighted with the.early chance oT putting their grand plot into ex* 
ecution. He did not tnink the difficulty of placing Jules as sen- 
tinel so great as Pierre imagined, and requested that that part of 
the scheme might he left to his care. He should, he said, first 
ascertain who would he the sentinel mounting guard from twelve 
to three oi'clock,. and the information gained, would so manage 
with the man, according to his temper, habits, and failings, as 
to contrive he should yield up his post to Jules. It was an irk- 
some station, and the men gladly shirked it ; but he must create 
some temptation to induce the one to deslie a substitute, and for tha 
other to accept the post naturally and without suspicion. 

But, as Jean Limier asked, was not the Pimce to have some 
prior information 7 and how, or in what way, were the two parties 
present to he secured without creating confusion and alarm ? Pierre 
replied, that Conde was so ^tn'ck-witted, that one half woTd would ' 
he sufficient. It only remained for the gardener to conceal about 
his person two or more carefully loaded piistols, a cofl of strong yet 
thin rope, and prepare the tacXties for ascendmg the opposite bank 
of the moat. 

Pierre had hut <me more essential order to glye, which was to the 
. effect, that the chosen body of horse which de Retz had selected for 
the enterprise, and which were Io^;ed in the Faubourg St. Antoine, 
should, during the hours from twelve to diree, advance into the 
forest, approaching the chateau as closely as possible, without be- 
mg seen ; for one quarter of an hour was perhaps the utmost time 
they could calculate upon before the alarm was given, the enterprise 
having to be executed in mid-day. 
' llie gaideoet quitted the cottage, taking die YiBage <tf TuioemKS 



in ]|i» way s and whik there he ccmtnyed to poaeess himself of a 
fitroQg silk c^rd and a pair of pistols^ with several other iraplements 
, Jeemed rtecessary . . 

Betaming'toth&ehftteaii> he tdd Jitles to put himself entirely 
niid^r the gaidaooe of his cousia, who would instruct him what to 
do. . Jules was impatient to know what was in progress ; but Pierre 
tlipught it best to refer him to the gardener^ who knew his kins- 
man thoroiigbly> aii4 would taJ^e .pains to pjrepare hinn for the ex* 
pjoit . 

« To-moifow^ then« is theeyentful day!" was the exclamation 
of Pierre, as he laid himself to rest He was too agitated to skep» 
and lay thinkiAg ov^ the details of his scheme — ^for a moment drop- 
ping to sleep, and waking with a start-r-rtill at length toward morn-^ 
ing, he enjc^ed the sound reypose.ess^tial to support him through 
a toilsome day* 

The rooms occu^d by the Prince <rf Cond^, consisted of a dining 
EKiloon, which his Royal Highness seldom used except at the hout 
of meals^ for it was the statioi^ of the officer in waiting* whose pre- 
sence was, of course* at times a restraint This apartment opened 
into a long narrow gallery, in wliich the Prince could take exercise 
wii^iin doors^ it was terminated by a bed-chamber, to which therg 
was no other approach* and which constituted the whole space of 
action permitted the Prince, with the exception of a bastion in front 
of the gallery^ its surface. formed into a little garden and tenaoe» 
protected by an embattled breast- waU. This was the sentinel's post 
night and day^ At a depth of thirty feet, the. moat oi fosse washed 
the foundation of the fortress. 

The Captain Vaugiratd, ainaying him5«lf ia his most showy ha- 
biliments, left his room at an early hour, to take up his quarters 
for the day with the Prince, bidding Pierjie come at half-past twelve 
o'clock, as dinner was placed on tt^e table exacUy at the hour of one. 
He had,not stepped many papee from the door when he retumedi 
telling Pierre that he had noticed his tremor and anxiety, but bid- 
ding him be of good courage, for the Prince of Cond4 was very af- 
i^e, and woukl, pardon any little errors he might commit StiU 
more to cheer the young, man, he added, that after he bad been a few 
minutes in the presence of the illustrious personage, hisies^s would 
vanish, and he would be as much at ease as though the Captain 
vere. the only gentleman present Pierre^ made a suitsible reply, and 
Vaugtrard again departed. , ,., . . •] 

. r Plen». waft indeed unable whoUy.tot fittbd,ue. the outwaid manif^s- 



ig» teat i^stjog moTAt^ 

lartioAs of emotkm ; not throi^ persomd fear, ov fttm &ssptlif of 
raccess, but because so meay mighty interests tnd foftHnes hxmg. 
vpoD an exploit, which the most trifling cause nrigbt disttrange. 
lie was ii> that state, thaV he could' hove wished sleep* or 
oblirioff to seal up his sen^ tiH the appmnted llour. EimyAkm^ 
was ptepaied that rested witft himself ; nothing i«mained but to* 
wvestJe with or cahn his own tftoogfats, till' ^ff thne appointed to re- 
MMt to the* Prince's quarters. His anxiety was extreme with re^ 
spect to Ihe^ success of Limier with Jules; btftas^tke gardener had 
leqDesied it to* be left tohfe msiMBgement, be restlmned huneelf from^ 
BMetfering. 

So* passed the hours, slowly indeed, but surely, bnnging'at Jast thff 
aippointed time for I^erre to wsiit xfpon tfa^ Captain aikl the iUustri-r 
oos- l^nnec. But i» Jules at the Btafidn an the terrace ? This waS' 
fhie (|uestion he often asked of himself^ but he durst not/ for feat 
' of ^reatn% suspicion ^ either by lie question itself, oir by his emotion 
w^lle asking; ity take any Open measuree^ for satisfying bis anxiety^ 

K wjte exactly midtrfey between twdve and one ©'dock/ whefr 
fhe' young man ehtered the dining apartment of the I^rihoe. Thertr 
Were pmsent only the? Cajytain ^-loitering t^ the window, and a do^ 
mesticr in- Chaivigni's liTery, eng^ed iri>etting ih order *&€ dinnef- 
tabi^ l^ene,- after the usnd milrtar)^ sal^tation^ re^eiv^ orders ta 
assist tbie setvadtr and while engaged i» this taskt,^ took the oppor^ 
ttnnty of passing to one of the wmdows, with ' the hope of seeing: 
(he sen^nel on the terrace. The bastion on whscb ^ terrace waa 
formed reached no further than. Ihe tevminatioiv of the gallery, so* 
Ihat, in the first casual glance,^ Pierre eould only disting^sh part of 
the nyn^<^t and tbecs^ (^ the sentinel through one of Ihe embra- 
aures; He was forced to return uni%itisfied tohs humiliating duties* 
— ^humfliatSng' to one of his mnk, but cheerfWly undergone for th& 
sake of the* purpose to whicb they were'etmsetralled-^tik the din ne/ 
being ptsK^ on the table, VauginHrd ifetired to the galleiy to ush^^ 
in the prisoner. 

FSerre felf U» heart pafpftrtnig x^hife the Captain v^a^ absent- 
He flew to the i^iDdow,and there to his extreme deHght,' beheld the 
ha& of JcAea looking through- the loophole or embrasure: 

One glance of recognition Was Exchanged between the confM^^ 
tales, and thcfy passed frOm each ofhet^e sight; Juies to continue 
Ilia short wtffc along the terrace, and Pierre to confront the lieio of 
Hocroi, now entering the saloon, followed by Taugirard. 

CdoA&fo^itedjNiIe and thin; but the eagte-^hmce baft tot ttdfie 



^, ipw^ts Hot% jar 

t>t tt^ fire^.and an aShhU cmile pJayed about < the mouth. He waa 
dressed ia a rich huaiiqg.euitv which h« seldom changed for aoy 
x)ther; hi^ haic \c;as mther diaotdered^ oonyejia^ the unpressioa 
0)at he had g^qwu raiher careless o^ his ajppeaiBiiee, Vaugirant 
\v^ho had aome jaisglvia^ concetniag the'niatiiEe (^ has rece|)tk)ii, waf) 
visibly delighted whe^ hivlted by the Prince to. the board. Chaj* 
Vigni'8 sertant, addressed by Cond6 by the name of Hubert, took f 
ctation at the Pdace> ^bow> >fhile .Pi^re stood behkd the chair d 
ihfi Captain, . - .- r ^ , 

^ The yofUig i^aa nqw fell the importapce aad.A^cesaity oi making 
Condi sB^f^Bi^ixA mtk his, ^eison ; bft this Qieemed impossible, i^ 
long, ail Huber,!; in^inifeaiaed his jiresent position. He wa^ jforced, 
therefore^ to ai^ait the <?hance. (^ ckeomstanc^iCODgratalatisg him- 
eeiif it^t Jean iimier had gfuxed the veiy important p^iAt.ol fixing 
)xi9 cousin as. aentind. 

To have jadged by the^to^e of &e Qdnversatton, so o^ would hara 
imagij^od t^ the Ftlnce was a pri9oiier»ao luiembaiTadsed and ket 
was hia 4isQ0arse^ so. ref^)ectfal thexiem^a^our of Va^girard. Of t^ 
did Pieitejittefnpt to .arrest the f^ya t^i Condi $ but though unseei^ 
by the Captain, his man^uvres cp;eie exposed to Ihe ga2e of Hubert^ 
Onci^or tJ^iqe Cpnd$ giauced at his face, and he tl^Qught the Prince 
wa^ stnkcic^ as. though by its casemblance io featuves iie h^ s^eu 
liefore. 

.. From a ^^eussion on the "^nes of J^rance^ the coAVersation took 
II. politica], tarn. Pierre kuew it was forbidden .by the Crovemor for 
tiie aS&fj&K^ to afford the Priaoe the slightest iat^Ugenca coneenxipg 
the actaal ^^tate of the kingdom and its internal relations. Tha 
i;a]^n, in obedl^oei to lordera* "w^as obliged to prpfesa iguotance ot 
the marcel oi Beaufort for the north, though Condi assuied him it 
Was now viery dd news; and he ?50 lajllied (he Captain, thatth^ 
iaUer was-, obliged to own that h^e was not altogether ignorant of 
Monsieur de Beaufort's movements, nor even of the <|uality aj)d 
tiamber of troops under his command. But .Vaitginu;d» though ad»> 
tiiitting thiS) had pQ. inuch prudence to be diriven to acknowledge 
^e last rectiog^j^a^e of the Duke, or where the urmy was 0qw ei^» 
^oamped. . Condi vei^ gtaciouslypromised to tell him, if he and his 
aervant, Pierre, poald keep the secret ; aa for Hubevl> he a^, he 
tould depeiad oa him* Tbia drove, the Captadn, who h«^ for a^ }png 
time submitjted.to h;^ Boyal Uigbnes^*s banter to; throw himself 9I 
his mercy> beseeching forbearance. 



Seaufort mast he at that moment matthing along the Banlbs of tiii 
feme, and was, probably, close upon St. Cloud. Vaugirard started, 
and lookcSd stirprised. The Prince, laugMn^, fliiid he should bd 
sorry if :R!ing Beaufort, ltr(n desf Hdtln, had caused any alarm tO 
her Majesty ; indeed he thought it not posmhle, whilst Turenne had 
so laTgea force at hfs commscnd-^namety, dOiAle the number of 
Beaufort's army. ' 

At this moment there was a kimekihg^af ^ doof ofiening froui 
the ante-room. Hubert went to inquire the cause, and th'<i atteii'» 
lion of Vaugirard Wia» dra^;^ tor ^hstt' direction ; he wasf probsAly 
thinking of the gardener. At this instemt I^ri^, catchmj^ the cyd 
of Gondii, pointed to the door, then to the bastion,* and^h^tilf with-* 
drawing his- hand:, placed one finger atfro^ his fiptf. 

A peculiar change; whkh TSerre couid' not tiescribe, though' hd 
nerer foigot it, passed across the face of the prisoner. Hia lips 
moted, though he spoke not, ^d he smiled. 

That smile reassured Kerre i the sstme tsfen had beamed on thtf 
Veterans who overthiew the Spaniards at RObvoi ( had mspirited 
&e troops to regain the fieH of NordHngen t^hpn aH sdemed lost f 
Could it fail W^h his' det'oted follower .^ 

The door opened,' and Jeait Lhnier enteral, beafrfn^ ^ Vftty choicef 
assortment of autumnal fruits— all that the l^omouaof Fiance couM 
offer to a Prince's table. 

Vaugirard rose aslimier approached with his burthen, and made 
an apology for f hie povterty of the dertsert; hut it wUs the best he 
could find worthy of his Royal Highness*? table. Cond^ expressed 
hirhself mtrch t)leflSed With the Captain^s attention, and begged that 
^e gardener who had brought tfa^ fruit might be detained, ds h0 
had several question? to ask the man relative to hfs oPtm occupa-* 
fions in horticultnrer on the nattow garden -strip on the terrace. It 
Was worthy of remark, he said to Vaiigimrd, that whilst' Mazarinr 
was learning to be a soldier, 4iij9 own ptrrscrits should be Tesitricted 
to rearing a few flowers. 

Did the Rittce already comprehend fhehr prq^t .^ Bid he under« 
Stand the gatdener was a confederate 4 If not, why wish to detaiit 
him ? These reflections rapidly flashed across the mind of Pierre. 
ITiat Cond6 rccogriisBd him wias very evident ; but that his slight 
jekture with referehce to the party knock mg for admissioR should 
be so cleverly construed, was another ev^lence of the Prinoe'sr 
quick-sigbtedness and tact 

Idt tb«l Ihie triite of the iiite&tite w«tt i«tf qppiM^^ 



fas PkUJH A6VAt. iu 

it was n^eesaiy itetiould be'ptt in execution htfote the gardener 
5^as dismissed, and he again sought to catch the eye of the Princd 
unperceived of Hubert. But this was now almost a hopeless task, 
for Hubert, staildin^ behind Cond6, had his eye6 often fixed on 
Pierre, who jcalled to mind the caution he had received from Jeail 
Limier, that Chdtigni's servant Was not only a spy on the Prince, 
but on the officer in waiting for the time being, and placed in hiib 
present service to p'fevettt his Rqyd Highness having secret confer- 
ence with, or ccJrrtipling, the gentlemen of the pjarrison. He was a 
very Useful menial to his employer, but despi^d and llated by every 
orte else. It was a knowledge of the fellow's cbai^cter, Pierre 
thought, that prevented the Prince seeking farther intelKgence ot 
displaying signals which would be unavoidably seen. 

It remained, therefore, for Pierre to give the cue to the gardener, 
imid strike the blow. 



u. 



. CHAPTER XXVIli* 

.Within our walls, , . , 
(though wfih the addition of our later ftien^g, 
1 cannot number ftfldicffs ev*h sfifflciedt 
To hold thia petty Aown T^ittUuchwt o4d^ 
I needi must sjaile and wear a brow of ho^. 

Baillie. 

The girdenei', wh6 hiid pre^ously cdncefted ^th Rerre fo re- 
hiain in the saloon under some preterit, if histxinfedemte were not 
prepared to strike the blow, on hearing the request of his Roysfl 
Highness, aWdited httmbly the commands of the Prince. Vaugirard 
bade him approach neai'er the Prince, and in doing so, as he wad 
passmg opposite the Captain, Pierre nodded, and }eaii Limier, draw-^ 
ing forth a pistol, presented it across the table at Vaugirard, whilst 
Pierre took the like measure with Huberf. 

The action was performed so suddenly, that Vaugirard was, for* 

the moment dumbfounded;" but Cond^ — ^his e3res gj)arkling fire — « 

rising, declared that if cither the Captain or Hubert spoke or moved, 

it should be the last instant of their Iive& He then went to the 

door, opening into the ante-ropm, and bolted it securely, Pierre and 

Jean, meanwhile, holding tbefr iveapoos prepared against their re- 

fipectiye piisonets. 

IK) 



So readily did the Prince take the . neceosarj precaQtioomry tn^l|» 
BureSk that Pierre could scarcely bring himself to believe otberwied 
thaa that his J^yal Highness h^ been ali^dy well-schooled in the 
details of their plot ; although he had every reason to b^ convinced 
that such was not the case^ 

" Well 1 my good friends^ whftt next shall I do i Are yon pro» 
Vided ?" exclaimed Condi, as he returned from the ddot. 

The gardener, Without withdrawing his aim at VaUgliard) divests 
ed himself of the coll of rope, and handed it to his Royal Highnesai 
Before .mailing any use of this implement, be approached Pierre^ 
and asked in a whisperi how a&irs stood on the terrace j and if the 
move was intended in that direction. . Pierre replied, in the sama 
low tone, that the sentinel Was their own. •» 'Tis well r said Gondii 
and immedialely addressing the crestfallen and wondering C^taitt» 
he said he should be under the painful necessity of binding his limbs 
and muffling his mouth : it was very harsh treatment he admitted} 
to a gentleman of his consideration} and one who had treated hhn 
60 politely; but there was no help; It was not a case in which he 
Could take his parole, and he hoped the day would arrive when he 
could repay the Captain'ifi hospitalities in «' more friendly maimer. 

Vaugirard objected very much to being bound ; it was treatment^ 
he said, to which a French gentleman ought not to be subjected) 
especially, at the hands of one of the princes of the blood* His 
family, he added) Were noble through very many centuries^ and in 
the reign of Charlemagne occupied 05 Wide a field in the world's 
attention as even the family of his Royal Highness. 

" it is aa old family, 1 admit,** said Conde, makipg a noose in 
the rQpe> " very old, and the first coat of arms bornej if. I recollect 
was--" 

, '* Was a bear rampant ; it is a time-honoured device," exclaimed 
Vaugirard^ " and I hope your Royal Highjness will pass no disgract 
on the bearer of iti The secoi^d of our naoie rid a whoje pro* 
Vince— *' 

" 1 know the legend Wellj'* xsried the, Princei interrupting himi 
*■ but the desoei>4a)it of the gijeaX bear-slayer must be bound notwith* 
standing* As a recompense) however^ as soon as. these troubles are 
over, t will have Montjoie make an honoUral^le Edition to the coat ; 
the bear shall have a rope gules round its neck. Monsieur Vau* 
girard." •. ^ 

On ;he PrincQ ordering him to put his hands behind his back, the 
poor Captain groaned at the indignity) whilst Coodf att^j^ sooth- 



kg his /e^fijop aslie pasaed and lepbased tfno rc^; si^ni^.^tei 
tery few men, if any« could boast, as the Captain might, of tjeing 

. inaoacled by a Piinee of 4^ Mood ^ it should be deemed aa aicces* 
lion of hoootif to the Vat^ittfiid^/ 

HairiBg exbaMed liiii ^jqaeace^ end being; iU^pIeaaed with the 
PiinOe*e jokee^ the Capfatin beceBtesuUenl)^ sflenti dartipg looks of 
iuigei et Pierre, his treacheibtte servstot, who wia etiil employed hi 
keeping Habett sileBt at the point of the mvzjde. . 

Vauii;3aM being thus vefy carefully bound/bo^th hKuds eudfeet« 

by thePtiiiee^ fais mouth ^g^, and lii» heed eo^eloped ift the ta-> 

bi&cloth, if was noWiHitbeft^s tufti.tq UAdeigo the same ceremony. 

To make a distinction la fa;irour of the Captdin'sjtttnlE^ as Ck)Dd^ 

^temai^ed, be ordered Limief,- Wko had 4ieee sitijdyiiig the pfxxsess^ 
td operate on Hubert, whilst the jfrince held the veadyoocked pift* 
td. The gafdener haYiag perfotnied the bfisiiiese tOvCond^^'s satis^ 

. iaction» the two prisonetis were then fetetened to the lege of the mas^ 
eiTe tatie al oppoeite ends, sceively a Woid pasetng be(wee& the 
ceoledeiittee. ^ey then left the apartmentf add entering the ^* 
tery, faaieited the door, and emei^ged dn the terrece. The Priaee 
was so eager (o eso^^* that he did sot ereti ventOM as tkt the bed< 

. chamber to feach his hat, or other apparel. . . 

Jules looked pale tts' death when they apipcoeehed^ «md abook ae 

..tibough frem told er the agflej but ^deapite his tremofi he had 
aot beeu idle^ but pointed to the spot wbeiie he -had contrived to in-* 
i»rt . hie sWofd or side-arm,, which stood in place of the bayonet 

. of vnote madern timcst bet^weeil the js^ones of the j^«ed temice^walJI(< 
To this Wefipan-wae quickly faetened the lilk cctid ptcHFided .1^ 
I^ierre, -trndin which be sdade laijge knots at regular ^ close in- 
tervals. Throrwlng it across the embrasure* he looked oiier to as** 
certain the lengthy «id was happy to find it hung akopst touchiii^ 

•Ibewatet^ , 

'!,The dejrth r* wid Cond^. 

''Follow: Jttui idmier exactly, and you may wade Uirtfogh»" re' 

. .(»Iied Pien«4- making a gesture lor the gaideuer to descend* Julee 
bad' tikkea cdte» in obedience to his kinemau's inetmcfiotis, to fasten 
the sword on that angle of the bastion farthest from the bridge, and 
)Whem» ol'CiKiree»;they eouki not J)e seen in that direction whilst in 
tjbeeftt%>f deeeending.- Th«s screetied* Juan let himself into the 
fossct and awaited under cover of the high walls» the deseeat of 
'}m companiepsw . Condcn, bareheaded^ mt^t the attempt next* and 
Pierre having some fear of Jolee* cooiagei bade him follow the 
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IV^ncet being hitn^f the last to €rop into -the maSSy ttegasai 
ditch r 

So far ail -was well. The^ heard n6 cries or tokeii of aiano ; 
saw no witnesses of the exploit^ Md were mtich favoured by liK 
ejecting angle of the bastion or terrace, which bid t&em horn view 
of the busiest and mO»t frequented quarter of the ch&tesa* lean was 
bidden by the Prince to make a sure but quidk transit through, the 
mud and water. ' Cond^ in ftyllowing, spoke to Pierre, who wiis 
^6s^ at band, eicymg he doubted not but that, he and his confeder- 
tttes^ who had exhibited already so much taet^ had taken care 6t 
the two remaining obstacles ; the ascent fr6m the /oase, and a rapid 
exit when th^y Were safely landed above. 

<< Follow Jean, and show yowself on the ghkas ;' it is all we 
have to do," leplied Pierre. 

Crossing in a diagonal direction, immersed sometimes only to the 
waist, then sinking into a hole tip to the very ^oat, they arrived 
iBLt the spot marked by the gardener. The tsides were laoed with 
Btone, much worh» and marked with indentations and crevices, which 
-Irfbrded ^ood hold <or the hands and feet; but unfoiftunately these 
places were above reach where they stood, and for several feet high- 
er was a smooth surface, on which there was nothing to gain a 
purchase. " We are at fault here !" said Pierre. 

«« ^Qftf eai^ Gond^, and bidding Jean rest with his face against 
the Wall, he^f^rang on his shoulders, and placing his hands in die 
Interstices and holes, which had been the gardenei's night-labonr, 
contrived to clamber up the sides, though with great difficulty; in 
t^ne instance, the entire Weight of his body being supported by one 
hand, or father by the fingers, hisfeet having missed fooling. 

The upper portion was found much easier^ it being more withfai 
teach of the gardener's tools and instrumenlst by Which be had 
broken the facing of the moat, and the Prince was already on Ae 
top, when Jean directed his attention to a plant, beneath which waa 
iSiscovered a coil of it>pe fastened round the root, and hidden by the 
the branches. Cond4 threw the end to his friends, bidding thm to 
be quick, for he heard a confused noise ffom the fortress^ which boded 
no good. 

Pierre told him to run towards the wood, and he woikld be met' 
by the horsemen ; but Cond€ shook his head, saying he sho«klmit 
desert his frienda 

The noise was ndwoudiUe to all, aad oae iStst the other; thfty 
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eOBomeAttSi flcramUihg lip the rope, iheir kn^es and handB Beldg 
much bruised against the stone-facing. 

<* Up, up, my friends !•• cried the Prince, •• I sec fusHeert on the 
hastion !• " 

• Jules was the firtt to place his knees on the surface ; and the 
same moment a musket dt^hal^ was heard Itcroes the moat ; his 
eap was knocked off by the shot, which grazed sli^tly the kfiee of 
the Prince. 

«' N*importe^ cried Condfe, «« nm and summon the horse." 

As he suceessfrely assisted in lifting over the edge of the glacia* 
Herre and Jean Limier, the shots began to fly quickly, and it was 
full time to beat a retreat ; for although the spot where they aseen* 
ded was a consideraUe distance from the bastion whence Ihe muskis- 
try was discharged, they having traced under the pilotege of thft 
gardener, a devidus, diagonal course, through the ditch, yet it was 
to be feared their retreat would be cut off by troopers crossing the 
bridge^ or heavy ordnance brought to bear from the batterie& 

They ran nimUy across the ground, obstructed only'by the plants 
and shrubs, which had been up to this period the care and pride of 
Jean, tod heard the bullets whistling about and ar6und their heads. 
The Prince was again struck, the bullet grazing his elbow, and 
tearing np the sleeve to the wridt ; and Pierre felt the blood trickling 
down his neck from a slight wound in the ear. 

*• They fire like GJerman deer-huntere," said Cond^^; ** I must 
oigaiuse a corps of marksmen. But see( our friends cAraerve 
us.*' 

And it wa9 full time the horsemen were at hand, for just as the 
corps emerged from the forest, meeting first ^with Jules, who had a 
considerable start of his friends, the sturdy Jeain Limier was stricken 
in the calf of the leg, and stumbling forward, fell powetless. 
^ He was picked up bjr Cond6 and Pierre, who attempted to carry 
him, but the troopers dashing forward, he Was hastDy placed across 
the saddle in front of. one of the men, who retreated with the 
wounded gardener under cover of the toregi.** 

'• Mount and away. Messieurs!" cried the Captain, striking' im* 
patiently his horse*s neck with the flat of the sword. *< Mount ! 
^for Chavigni has crossed the bridge." 

i Pierre thought he recognised the voice, bat this was no time for 
conjecture, for casting his ey^s towards the covered way, he saw 

• that the advance-guard of the garrison had already gamed the piais. 
WilSiCknd^ aad Jolee in eompany, he ImMf mounM, M hoiMs 
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had been prav}^ lor t^ir escaperftnd joiaing ^. tst^^^j dash* 
ed into the forest . - - 

.. Oae n^p^ look Bierre v^entured- A.vivid&t^h burst; fnun the 
walls, followed by a heavy lengthened sound» echoeil and le-echoed 
tiirough the forest, whilst the brapchea wece^cmckiag and splitting, 
riv;en by the, discharge from the batteries. ... 

. It was jK' hur/ied rfttreat, for the force in pwsuit was far # aperloi^ 
in number to Conde's escort, and there was everything to lose and 
nothing to gain in conflict. Thay rested 9ot till th^ had gained 
the line? of the fa9boarg St Martin, where the Prince was in 
liQiBp^Tatiye. safety, and where the troop halted. The men gather* 
ed ro))nd his.xoyal highness^ each c^yigmtulating him after his -own 
iashioB on escape from di;eary xxHifinementy and , receiving the 
knee's thanks £or the lescue. 

In the mai'ket-place of ^ faubouig, Cbad£ csdled'a cooi^il ol 
war. In the ha^y ride from Vinoennes he had heard enough, be 
said, to ctonvince him that their work wjas not yet finished — ^that 
tbene; was. more glory to be won. £ven wjiilst the Prince was 
i^peaking, dislant ahote and^difichaiiges^Qf mosketryweie heard-; 
and the little band cesdved itself into a body-guaid oi honour, de- 
termined to win renown under so renowned a leader.- 

Seveml scouts w&re dispatched io the direotion of the firing; mid 
in the meanwhile, the Prince was solicited by. the inhabitants of 
.thefaUbouig to retire irrta the city ; but he declined, declaring that 
hb friend Beaufoit was donblltss in conoidemble peril, as he judged 
by the news already received, and which the messengers he had 
«ent would soon report on. He recommended Jean lim^ to 
their care, and shook- hands with the wounded man, who only re? 
gretted that he eould OQt accompany his royal highness to gather 
fresh laur^ . Jutes Martin was ordered by the Prince to attend his 
JiiaanHin. He had remarked the terror of the.poor fellow, wiMxse 
.cue lay not in.fig^tingi albeit he had done good service, and to 
whom the prospect of more glory was anything but inviting, tt 
was therefore with the view of sparing Juks* leelings^tbat he waa 
cominanded to owae hia kinsman, and so escape the honors of the 
: field without imputation on his oourage. 

Pierre, or as we shall now again call him, St Maur, had reeogniseA 
in the Ci^tain of the troop, his friend Mcmsieur du Tremblay. The 
Governor in posse of the Bastille was certainly more easily recogai- 
lable than St Maur, whose discolouied ooaydexkia, way-worn, 
Uood-itauied. andioiBfaam^iiv^ pcmnM a«9itf tm^nkle.i^ 4il« 



iamiU aa du Trembla;^ s^id, Uopi the. trim monstdched gallaia ere« 
while Secretary of the palace. What would his fair young fnendy 
X/iaiee, say to such a va^»t ? . 

3t«*Maur was utterly confused at the allusion, and could not help 
iietiaying his blushes even through the discolouration to which hia * 
lace had been from time to time during his st^y at Viiicennesr sub* 
jacted. Du Tremblay,. who remarked his distress, exclaimed — 

"Why! How. is this? Sorely the iiewft never rwBched Vin- 
fMnnes^!'* . 

" What news/' asked St. Maur quickly. 
. • The tson-in-l^w of de Broussel, leading his friend aside, said he 
would be irank with <him. The family and himself* he continued* 
bad ao^ced, what they heliered in St. Maur a growing auction for 
{jouise, and were not i^-jdeased with the prospect of such an alli^r 
anee, the more especially as the maiden seemed to recipTocate the 
tender feeling. His pwn opinion, du Tremhlay said, of the depth 
of the Secretary's passion was considerably shaken by hid abrupt 
departure from Pans without taking personal leave of his lady-love ; 
hut the other laembeis of the family judged ^hat this only proceeded 
from a desire to. spare her a recital ol the dangers he was abcmt to 
incur in. the unknown and secret jpurney. Since his departure, 
however, a formal application had been made to the President for . 
the lady's lismd, by a young advocate of good family^ and fair pros* 
pacts in his professkmi. What added «o their astonishment, the gentle* 
man affirmed that the maiden was already highly prepossessed in bia 
favour; and on being questioned* she confessed to the passion, and 
that thay had had many interviews in the church of St. Paul and St 
Louis, whilst standing behind the baekof the staid Dame Jo.<^phine» 
who was more intent on spif itual watteia than on watching the pro* 
ceedings of her young charge. 

St; Maur was both glad and surprised at this narratiqn ; and yet, 
if the truth must be toM, a, little mortified- . The cold indlfi^rence 
pi Louise was now accounted for, and in a way not palatable to the 
if^ty of a young man. 

Du Tremblay, who noticed the impression made, tgokSt, • Maur 
by the arm, and pretending to peer closely into his face, «xclairae4» 

*' Pasques Visu / Are the women then right aft^r all ? Were 
yoii really dying for the false fair one» who preferred perru^na^ 
lobe to feathered cap and sword V* - 

^ Believe me, du Tkemblay," replied St Maur, laughing, <« if the 
Mj havenade a ^ood ohoioe I shall leel hiqppyt Bat e^e^ the 
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Mouts are tetommg. Tet tdl me — how came yoa in commaiid of 
this troop ?*• 

As they letiirned to the Prince, da Tremhlay replied Aat he had 
been sent for by de Setz and placed hi authority over the troop» 
which was composed of picked men, and, as the Secretary perceir* 
ed, well mounted. From their continued location in the vicinity of 
the ch&feaa, and the sudden and apparently strange orderKof march* 
ing and pafrollilig often reoeived, the object was known, or at 
least pretty safely sarmiscd by all the troop ; but da Tremblay was 
not aware that St. Maur was engaged in the exploit. 

Along with the scoots came several <^kers from Beanforf s army, 
and a messenger from de Retz, who could not leave his post in 
FEiris at the critical moment of the fortunes of the Fronde, but sent 
congratulations. AH gathering round his Royal Highness, a shoit 
consuHatioh ensued, instead of detailing which, we shall, after 
our own fashion, attempt to show the positioa of Beaufort and the 
other patties. 

Deceived by the impression that the Duke of Lomdne was pre* 
pared, Beaufort b^n his march for the north, believing that on a 
junction with the Lortainese forces, he should be a match for To- 
renne. But Lorraine was unexpectedly detained, as the troops 
Would not march without pay, and the court of Madrid bad not 
performed its promise of forwarding the necessary supplies. Beau- 
fort, therefore, on arriving near IMs, found himself and army en- 
trapped, for Tarenne*s forces were twice the number of his own. 

He took refuge at St Cloud, where the Queen-Regent and tlie 
Cardinal occupied the Royal Palace. The whole court was in a flut- 
ter, and fled hi dismay, much to the gratification of Beaufort, who 
had been once, as we stated in en early passage of our legend, a re* 
jected suitor of Anne of Austria 

Torenne crossed the river above, and prepared with his lafge 
army to drive the Duke from the preeints of the Royal Pelade ; but 
Beaufort transporting his aifny acKisB the bridge, fortified it strongly, 
and laughed at the old Marshal. Turenne crossed- below dt. Clomi, 
and advanced on the Duke, who then letumed to 2^ lonner foar- 
lere, fortifying the bridge on ^t side. 

This warlike game of chess was played sever^ thhes over ; Beau- 
foifs pdssessiMi of tiie bridge enabling hiihtd baffle aa army douUe 
the strength of his own forces. Tlie Marsha). thea paused to wmit 
fbe arrival of a now'army under the oQmmand of the^Coant de No- 
gent, eoihpesed of Ineh ncnuli^ai^doidiBft»fK)meaBh«f the fiQB* 
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lier gai^Isons; ^fmred at the.royal oid€r hom the impoMaikt seirici 
of guarding the passes of the kingdom, that the Fronde might be 
ef^nally oveirwhelmed and mined. - 

Poor Beaufort, who had been prevented' entering Paris in. the first 
instance by the inte^ention of the Marshal, now discovered that 
the Count de-Npgent would afford him no chance of escaping to the 
south. Whilst he lay encamped at St. CSond, he discovered that 
the Marshal, who haii drawn off his forces away from the river, 
yet not so far as to permit a safe march to Paris, was only waiting 
de Nogent's arrival on the opposite bonk, that they might commence 
the march together, and crus^ and overwhelm him. 

Le Roi des Halles, whq^had the blood of the fourth Henry in his 
reins, cheered his troops as he was best able, and decided for a 
hasty dash across the intervening suburbs and villages, which would 
give him the chance *(^ gaining either the shelter of Paris, or if that 
were not attainable, a strongly fortified encampment on a tongue of 
land at Charenton, running into the waters formed by the confluence 
of the Seine and the Maine. 

Breaking up the camp hastily, he crossed the bridge with his 
army, and commenced a rapid march for Charenton ; but Turenne, 
throwing all his cavalry in that direction, turned the head of Beau- 
fort's advanced guard, and drove them back in confusion. This 
movement wacs so far favoantU^ to Beaufort, as to affotd the oppor- 
tunity for his main body to gaui shelter behind the lines of Hie fau- 
bourg St Antoine. 

' Such was the dxact positioii of iaffiiirs ai reported ta the Prinee oi 
Cond^, and he was not slow in taking measuies to succour the Duke. 
Hastily equipping- himself wiih soch arms as he csvld obtain; and 
bidding St Mauc do the like, and finish the work he had begun, M 
arrayed the little body-guard^ and being joined by about the same 
number of ^htlemen,.'headed byGourvtUe, who had been attracle<i^ 
from Paris hy the report of his b^ng at laige»* he commenoed a march 
toward the scene of action, fully resolved that if he could not make 
good against' Turenne- the defences of the JF^Eaboarg St Antoine; he 
would at least make an honoural^e retreat into Paris, which Tu*' 
nnne'8 error m* eagiemeiss in dispatching the cavalry towards Chafea-o 
ton, would allow him to do. > 

As they passed through the Faubourg. St Martin, and. the adjoin*: 
iiig.Faiiboiiig of the Temple, the loud note oi proximate waj^are in-' 
cieasad. The discharges of musketry were incessant, and occasion^' 
allyj^ttK. were: seen groaps ol mfin, wobieA, and ehildien* ffyiog 
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Iron tiieif ImneS) wfaeie war vm dealing aravBd its imran. 
Wounded soldiers or citieeiis were borne away from the scene of 
conflict, taming with a faint smik to greet the band of atxdiaiies 
how advancing to Ae contest 

*< Tnrenne has not btoughttip his cavalry yet,** exclaimed Condi, 
addressing his fHends, << and wt'U make a few aolches in his tai^BS 
wkh OUT handfttl (d horBe.** 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

' . . • 

n monte an cheval superbtt 
Qni, fnritiixx aux fcombats. 
A iMina fait eonrber Ifhexbe 
Sou* ks tracM^ «ei paa. 
Son regard semble farouche ; 
L'ecnme sort d« sa bonclie ; 
Pret an moindre momwrnenC, 
II lrapp< da pied la terr^ 
Et Msnble ap]>eler la gxierre 
Far un fier henissement 

S^aftAsm. 

Upon entering the Fauboiug'St* Antoine, Condi fbcmd that Bean* 
fott had concentrated has forces, nnder shelter of theharncades and 
trenches which the inhabitants had thrown up to protect themselves 
fnfm incursions, dming the trbaUes of §ie preceding reign. Poor 
defences they were; but the biava Frondeurs preferred making a 
stand at these posts, to an ignominiotts retreat within the walls <if 
Fari& De Retz and Noirmoutier had seoft him such reinforcements 
as they could spare ; but the citizens weie in extreme alarm for the 
flfirfety of the tapital, and, not kaownig ion w^fa side or when it 
might be attacked* it was not deemed prudent -to leave the city de»* 
fenceless. 

The Faubourg was of the form of a triani^e, or latherof a quad' 
mnt On quitting Paris by the Porte St. Antoine, aad entering thia 
suburb, three principd,. roads present thestselves, branching from a 
common centre ; that in the Rue de Chaienton was the left, called 
after the tillage to which it led, Rue de Charonne ; whiii^lbe cen- 
tre street or avenue was known by the nam^ of the fiae de Faii«i 
boiiig43t Antoine.- These three street^t were cionnected byoosa^ 
akreelB and pasaa^ which ran tinoagh the Faidxxug, tenattatidg 
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ftt fk^ i^a^aad enti^htheiitsof wlikih'w^ havQ airead]^ spoken, 
fend which guarded the suburb towawls the {)lain. The Faubourg 
was also protected on the right by the Seine, and on the ieft by the 
adjoining suburb of tire Tetople. * 

Whilst riding briskly through the principal gtreet, Cond^ was re- 
ceived with acclanltationw of delight, his n^e passed from mouth 
td mouifr; from street to street, till the defenders of the faubouig be- 
came aware of the approach of the illusfrious hero. 

On reaching the scene of action, where the Frandeuis were ftfing 
from thcf entrenchments on Turenne's infantiy, one wide acclaim 
grteted the Prfnee, ' None knew better than himself how to make 
tifte of this enthusiasm. Commanding ali the Frondeur ca^ralry at 
that post, as well as his own body-guard, to follow, he made a sortie, 
throwing himself sword in hand on the Marshal's battalions. Se- 
conded by his enthusiastic troops, he broke the lines of these vete- 
ran soldiers, ehatgiUg through and through, hacking in pieces imd 
throwing beneath the horse's hoofs, Turenne's choicest infantry. 
Proudly tmd in triumph^ he returned to the entrenchments, bearing 
with him a cluster of standards, and many officers whoin he had 
laken prisoners. 

Turenne, who from a rising ground, where he stood, surrounded 
"by his staff, beheld the chedk' given to the infantry, ordered frfeh 
hattaKons to the charge, whilst his artillery was gradually brought 
into action s^inst the entire line of the faubontg. 

Foreseeing the terrible shower of destruction threatening the fau- 
bourg, he constructed fresh barricades behind the old ones, planted 
the artillery at the entrefichments, where it would prove most ef- 
fective, pierced the houses so that they might serve as loop -holes for 
the muelceteers, and disposed the infantry and caVah-y where they 
would prove most availahle against the shock. 
• Whilst engaged in these labours, intelligence was brought from 
the right wing of the.Frondcurs, commanded by Beaufort in person, 
and^which' occupied the posts at the termination of the Rue d^ 
Charenton, fhat the army of de Nogent, pouring in Ifke a wave, had 
tarried the defences, and was already in the faubourg, driving back 
"Uie Bnke and his troops. 

' Leiaving the cbmmand with Tavannes, a skilful general, and 
iieict in point of rank to de 'Beaufort, the Prince hastened with hid 
^ard to assist the Duke, and stay the progress of the ioe. 

De Nogent carried 8(11 before hhn in his assault, overpowering 
Wi& supeirior numbbrs fiie hanassed Frondeurs, driving them even 
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foot, every inch of U)e ground yielded only withdespeiale sCrugj^e. 

But when the Prince came in sight, no moie |^oimd was jrielded. 
The exhansted soldiery foigot their toil in skoating his name aod 
his war<iy» " St Louis !'' lieading them on, he .chaiged de No- 
^nt, setting the example of galloping into the midst of hia foes al- 
most single handed, cieatiQg dismay in the ranks» striking on one 
side and the other, wherever resistance oSeied. The fiery cpnta- 
g;ion was caught hy Beaufort and his friends, who rushed upon the 
Mazarinians, breathing hot war. In their f uiy they foi^ot their 
discipline, striking down with the butt-end of themusket,or throw- 
ing it into the enemies' ranks, and rushing into dose combat with 
the sword and pistol ; while others, running into the houses, dis- 
lodged the parapet-stones, overwhelmiog their enemies with ^ 
cumbrous projectiles. Even as de Nogent had forced the Frondenrs 
to retreat, in like manner was he obliged to retrograde. Nothing 
could stop the animated and daring vigour instilled into Beauforfs 
troops by the impetuous Cond6. Yielding step by step, the Count 
de Nogent was forced back beyond the retrenchments to the j^ain, 
leaving many hundreds of his men wounded or dead in the streets 
of the faubourg. . 

But the labours of Cond^ were not yet over : for while the right 
wing was thus restored by the heroic Prince, and the centre was 
preparing for the threatened brunt of Turenne and the main corps of 
his army, the left wing of the Frondeurs, under the command of 
the Duke de ffemours, had been forced to retreat through the Hue 
de Charonne, by Turenne*8 general, the Count St Maigrin, under 
similar circumstances to the retreat of Beaufort 

With unwearied f nergy, ever surrounded by the gallant band 
which brought him from Yiucennes, Cond^ flew tQ the relief of 
Nemours, aod with the same daring courage, from which even iiaint 
hearts caught valour^ he drove back the enemy, restoring to Ne- 
mours tlie same lines and entrenchments he had been in possession 
of at the commencement of the battle. 

But Turenae, the second military master spirit of the age, was 
not to be thus overcome, with an army at command almost quadr 
rupling that of bis great adversary, altoi^h he was in possession 
pf the miserable defeuces of the faubouig. Calling pfi de Nogeni 
and St Maigrin, he prepared to concentrate the entire streagth o| 
his laig^ army to bear npon the devoted faubouig.. The artillery 
were planted aloug the line, the m^antry embattle for the asaaul^ 



white hisniinietoas flqtm^Etbns of evvtfty fliobd |mipii«d, wiieb die 
mfantry had forced the d^flences, to carry destruetion fliroagh the 
ttrodib. 

Meanwhile, these prepamdons of the Marshal gave breathkis- 
tine to the FAJodenrs. Weak entrenchM^ts were cottv<»led Into 
bastions and itatnkparts, hbttses into forts. Wails and boadiiigs were 
oveithrown to east impediments in the way of adrancing cavalry-^ 
a& betokened a deadly struggle. 

Cond^, taking advantage of the patise, hastened hito Farfs to claha 
reinforcements, and despatching St Matir w^ a message to the 
poor Dnke of Orleans, -closely tl)iit up in his pakee of the Luxem- 
boui^, to meet him at the Porte St Antoine, he aeeended the tower 
of the Bastille, to gain from the eminence a better view d the ene- 
my's strength and operations. 

* ' The view was' disheartening. He saw Tutenne, de Nogent^ St 
itaigriii, and all &e generals imd the' officers of the stafi, a splendid 
liiyr^ge, surfoimding the Marshal on the heights oveilooklng the 
fitiibourg. On the lower ground Was conccnfitiliied^tlfee army, the best 
and choicest troops in the Servioe of the King drawn ^om die honse- 
hxM service, &e frontier garrisons, and the standing annies com- 
posed of veterans who had aseosted CondS in gaining his ioDme^tal 
victories, and which were now brought in battle array to criish their 
general. The change was sorrowful, and he tiimed with a sigh to 
descend the tower, to meet the Doke of Oi^eans, who was accom- 
panied byNoirmoutier, de Hetz, and many others. 
- To aH &e entreaties of Cond6, that his cousin of Orleans shovUL 
join him in the suburb with his regiment of body-guards, frerii, 
active men, weU-mountied now qtiaitered in (he Luxembouiig for the 
safety of his Ro3ral Highness, the Duke turned a deaf ear. It Was 
m vain that the Prince pointed dut that tiieir qtttirel with the court 
was the same ; that if Cond^ were yanquished, what would become 
ctf Orleans against Tufenne, Mazarin, and Anne of Austria i 
^ Be Retz, in seconding fhe arguments of Cond6, said that Anne 
Was as inveterate againM his Royal Highness of Orleans for ^ 
passive countenance he had afiorded te Fronde, as though he h^ 
taken an active p^ in the trouble& 

*<'Her Majesty is most bitter against us sH," smd Koirmontlw. 
^I have just learned that she has sent his little Majesty to the 
heii^fats of Charonne, timt he may enjoy the spectacle of tiie discom- 
fiture of his supposed enemies. Our liege lady prays the while in 
tbie CarmeUte ehuzth at St Denis !" 
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«*ll ift.mybeliel lier Majesty koavKs it," re^Ued Nakmoulici^ 
innilmg, <* far one of my trusty feUows lepoila she has sent her ctate 
ocMiek teethe ^MDf. of tfae Maiiskal*" 

' «« TotakA me bupk.to yinceaii^ik; (updiBr^wid*'! ie||lied^CeQd4} 
then tiinimg toOdtaimyh^ added^ '^ Will Ddhtf^ move yoa tohelf 
me, eoueb ?* 

Orleans, in reply, advised him Id five, up tl» cooamaad to J^jaan^ 
lolt aad Nemous, lor it was iiariesp cpnteadicig agaiost aoek aver* 
wkelmif)gfoiee»aQdian»iiiin t&eci^y. • ,, 

<< What P ga^piad the Prince, ail^noat ijoasliovtately \ «. what i i 
laliie! I abandoB my fneD^^i Ijioji.aeiec r I wiE live^ir diawxtb 
iiiem! Fai^ewelll*' ; 

Many of the gentlemen present raa ^!^et Condi, ofieriog th|ai 
serviaea as volttBteeis»'Noii»oi^er amoag the.sumber, the Cca^* 
1^ having, in the .eathaaia99n ok the momejat, a|pW to. talse te 
apfHitary commandof .^ i^y^ Th^ FriRca was a^bcted almoat to 
^im^ £aDh paauag momeni hrought itt& recsaii^, thiompi^ 
anmnd, anxioas tp share ia the gf p^r a^ the danger^ 
. ^ GenflemeBy" he exekumed, after glaociog for a moment al Or* 
knast, n^rar fraciag his way to the ii^uirioaa palace of the Ixaxem* 
-l^ottTig, '* I must not disaemble from yoc^ either the gjRatness of the 
]ieril, or the feehlea^sa el our resoucces. . We inay peridli to-day« 
lm( we will not perish without signalis^ing our vengeances. Letua 
fight, if you so wiU» to our last breathl For me, if \ aanaot ooq» 
n^pisti I knowfaow to die* Oentleipaa, I pretend to give ^ otder 
to-df^ ; kt my example be. your |^de V* 

MeB&whiJe» the jMarabal'^ pwpar^tionawere complete : hia artil* 
tei^ thundered ailoag the lina^ pouring forth ita discbai^ upon the 
aniborb, while the ji^losa battaliona-of infantry^ va^^ cover of the 
Sra, moved on tot^jieasBault. 

To Ipok upon &<|,pppaBiQ|g forcesi to reflect that the threateaa^ 
abwgltfer wa^uadairtaken to support tha inteieatsxif a stiaagee, « 
maaa, Imfty Italian* who mist be iq^held ia. his office at the expauip 
of .the boBt bkiod in the kingdom, was growing* Oa bothaidea 
floated the same standards ; fleu&4e lia<q[fp^ toilaur-de lis ;. citit 
JINX agaifist eitiwa r brother against brot|i^r . , Both, armies display- 
ed the same evolotioQs» the same arms^ even \hA same contoar ,-qI 
laae, featwes, aad camidexiQD 1 How distiaguish frieod Ieool foa 
in the onslaught I 

This thought had not escaped the laspiNtive commandiWi tW 



lOBite i0ldittt^ii«r^lftlWf '<i^ ftbilMh itf lilMW, iwlidit the 
fondMRs JiispAq^ {m toth anttaww Ay iuMjr mottmi of tbe 

. As TmKHuekkAknmim vothifig iB(nM'WilMttid4k^ weiglit of 
tdsartiUflryi ^ FmInmu^ 8t. Aii4»«ie, at Icwsl Aat portkm e«» 
poied to tbe attaok, was tooii a lri||lillal iieap ^ vtaas, HoiuM 
^mnbliBg aiididliiig4oini,^tnets Mo^ed iip»tfai liweUkigBOii 
ire, die ll«M»^biict(iii9 flawigh to'keefy wa iilBe ^wriicb caiveldp- 
«d Ae aoeae of aetkNi ; ^ntaehei^ reloiibto^ lMiitioii8» "and lorts, iSL 
pen ww^to^^tmA power wkidk soattMsd-dtedl lo ftagttieMiL 

Ai the lieadof kntreofto, Ibe lifoniial M th^'wa^* eroflsiiig tiM 
BBftOQlderaig tiiiiiB, figlMiBg iebnBiaedly, deqpeialeiy, i^;amst 1^ 
heioie defenders of the sitbiirb. Etek houee-was « lor^ess, eBUt«' 
ling lid sheip iieoi maitory ; ttiai^g. to ttie eaHk the kave ve- 
fttraas of tbe ]M&U8hid,or idanj^g them in the Ami wiii t^ 
of ialiiiig sfonee. Still Taeeuie, Mppovted by f feeh troops, pouring 
aoonelaiit sfmm tfaio^gh the shatteied48fenoee, kept 06 his Wqr> 
%htiQg, oreithiowiflg.dMpstiBg«a opposed to hita. 

Time was it for Coai^ to appear, to dieer Ike poor Frondeors, 
ksrassedlif their long awich, the leUagve of tie luAfle, and the la- 
faome aiidsqpoBe i& eatroiskieg theuMilves* Corered* with wounds* 
(hey had Bcaiee strength to cnppoit ^ Imiat of so nialiy assaults 
0^emiiaed to wk his way even to iOie gates of Paris, Taienne, 
spite of the hntire defeaee of kis loss, of the murdeions prajectiles, 
eittshing his men, ftwg ton the pampets and hoose-tops, fought 
ai» his troops backed and cheered by the advaneiBg corps ^ reserve. 
who had not yet tasted thehanoiire and perils of ^e day. 
' Condb eame^allett|^ with his body of reciwts fresh ftomPled^ 
but faeeeoid not' stop Ike leefeat ol the troops driven before the dread 
aivttkmeke of Tursfiae^ main battk. He flung himself among 
tfaeni, ealled-lo the oAeers hf name, upbraided, eittrtoted ; but stiS 
driiren,st]llifee«ig before liie ▼ietofioos enemy. Hi was. at length, 
obiig^ed to eoRtnit hioueil w^ 4^angkig his taeties. He exhorted 
Ike offioeM 1o hold ^btt men tegethw, reassured and w-lormed te 
battaUoaa, even as they fled, flew from rank to rank, no long^ ex- 
horting fliea toakoid, bnt tojnetteat in ordier. < En this office, assist- 
ed by ds fleattftat^ NninBOiitier, Nemours, GomviUe, St. Maar, du 
Tnnkhifi aad oAtersi he was so far sooeeaef*!, that oii reaching tin 
abbey of St Autoine, wkere the Iboali^ aflMed an excellent op- 
peitiiiiityiar maldngapoM dVi;)9ii> oi resi^tanoe, he commanded 
a Jiak* wkmk was iibsfadtaad Ttaime, iHtt» had expected nothmg 
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jBiBrpriaadr and liia lioo^ caMEovaM^ at tha nddm ahow.ol veaia- 
tanoe, and tbe fiim, miyieldiog, unbroken lineH of At Froodenc^ 
j Tba>atti#iiiWBiCffifttidaaaw; thahrn^ 
Jtecroits horn tkw ei^; lor Foiaa sjrmpqsdiiaed with llie beioic laadii^ 
of the Fronde^: Afisaiing ^Ma^iiQS-^iaM to fieaBlolt^i troops, they 
alitacked the Mpzaijniaae with nQfetaaeify* wliilst detBohinfiiit8» 
jnalMaga€{idlaiir,ae(Hui|[ted: the Janka of Tneme'aamiy, pQurii% 
ftroag^ Ute csoeB etieeta a heavy deetnictive fiie ; eoofao^ ap te 
icaTaky by ti^ie, efection of banrkadesyea that&eybeeana'aseleeB 
i^d iatfficieni; whiUa the deetractive miammsfroin ^e booses, 
gtSl pomiog on the heads of tbe Megaiiaaaw» taofl^ the Manhsd 
not to reckon too siir^y on vktary.. 
. Keiieabed .by the short i«f>9ite from adSan,laspifJ^ 
senceof Coad^,4he aol^enof BeaafcufsaraiyagainadvaDeedto 
the ehaxgjd ; whilst the harasned royslistij,; annoyed in iront aad 
rear* and dropping lest Irom ^ fire k^t^p^firam the windowK^ol 
the hoQses, (iior the Frondenis^ inafciag a passage through tbe walla 
whi^h sej^unted the dwelliagst lormed fine long gallery of each 
block of houses, raoaiog fronr poitft to point, wheie they conld best 
direct their fire) began to letieat . - In vma did Tmanne dismount 
from hia wBr-«teed» and pladng himatAi m Ihe foremost ranks, bat* 
tie on foot, to inspire anew tbe ooorage of his men. They warn 
driven back, yielding litde by little the nioand they had won. 

As they letieated, fresh coamge sprang ap m the breasts of the 
Frondeurs. Although, in obedience to. the command of tiie parlia* 
ment and the municipal powers, de Beta held together the nuun 
corps of vdunteeiB w)io had served throughout the war of ihe 
Fronde* that they might be ready to proteot theeity if attadBed, 'still 
numbers flew to the aid of Cond^ ; and it is lemarked of such foroes* 
that whilst none are moie prone to panic, sueoess often eszeites to 
deeds of dating which veterans would scaree attempi. . 

It was by the aid of such a force, attarking from evsiy poet and 
comer whereaboUet could reach the enemy, thalCond^ was atfength 
enablad to triumph over the whole disciplined chivaky of France. 

Turenne was gradually dnvaa beyond tiw rainaof the entrench^ 
ments, leaving his man. dying and dead in his letrogiada movements 
Towards the last, his letieat was a flight, cnly fi^tk^ to ptateci 
the men, not dispute the. ground; and lor whkh inaetivity CatM. 
Qould not acconnt, till a meflaenger front de iUta> finding the oppos* 

tuiuty to apfaowsl^wiicmed lmiliu;4faal^ 
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W9Bp ^onbtloM, ikMttwM ^ ItesM^ t|«i!(^ tetreat, and Cond«, 
who koaw tl»t hitlabooM wieie ttowtirtti ettifi affer giring the se- 
cesaary orden to repair the entienchmeiits, and h(M tet AeT postl 
Ihey hail niyiriiiri» ritiwrtd- witii- hii fiiiendB to tlte city. 
« 4tifae.talfr St.^iffll(idM»»'h0 W8B aet t)jr^ fietz, who ran for* 
iwiri, iMiiiiifinij hulttD #«iO«nfc And «tilf thd Mice needed a»- 
ijgfanfta Wonr withJtoi^iit &%ae, lunrth^t the excitement waa 
opnr, he waa^teoal hel^teM He stand uahtiined, eorered with 
Hhrveatigae of «iAok«, doit and blood; his hair stn^ling, dishe- 
velled* ittati8d,aBduidiaoider; the 'imnditaMs of his annoar1)roketi 
and hngkig laoae; faia eniiias indented With swofd-euts, the marks 
Df httttats, and th0Mliie*dtu* of powder; the sword without shea&, 
kb^en luid-floliMI ? theMiTMiieiiiMr of the hert^^ 
gomelhiBglfcbdiititiMapPftMiyc ind dignifiM hi the midst of his m»- 
taMMy and daa^led n]^peanmce. 

iii»la8sMle'wa8«xMnie» iIeMonndtone,cl08elothegate» 
annoiaried by his liieiMJb, eontetshig andsmilhig, whilst his broken 
iwmdtnMSedlftiesiathedittt- Often a tear stole to thieieye, as ^e 
poor woonded eoldiety we«^ borne past into the dty. 

A sapeih' war-horse was brought, that he m%ht make a triumph- 
al passage to the Hdtd de Cdndft; but he declined the spectacle; 
and retitad wiih a lew friends pririly to his abode, leaving the ex- 
pectant amit^ttcdledei^zens to usher in^ and greet with all the faon- 
oniaof war.lhebiavesoldiere whohad sastauied the peril of the 
hrillant bitftie of St. Antokie. 
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CHAPTER XXX. . 

Oftn yon bebold 
My tQsn^ iukd BDt oooe vdaat ? 

Shaxspsau;. 

VkmrnrxA impatient was St Maur to caity the glaid tidings of the . 
PHnce*s escape and his sobsequent victoty, to Isolin%, and claim the * 
flweet reward of success, the day was too fai advanced, -and his pre- 
8tot cQindition very ill befitting a lady's presence. His bcHrowel 
complexion, assumed at the same time as the name of Piene, had. 
been overlaid with Hie dust and smoke of falling houses, tinged al- 
flO with the blue vapour arising from exploding powder ; the ordi- 
nary doublet of a pdvate soldkr was hacked and torn in the fiery 
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till tbe morrow, and Mfiaiied to kwdid ayHa wit in tfat ^aknflf, 
ivheie saecesaife aBlii^iw «9d jpbiI itslondto dM^yooth soatowlMft 
of his ibr^BAf blooms / '-. "- " 

When all diflScnltiafl liara tamsli^^ and ifligmoeaa la ai^ 
ftuyed ^ven befoie tha aelLiiig* wban. hp|iR tntlnqiha ovwiear and 
the lover's heait no lo^ftBr lom hy WMMi^miA davM^ refwaes ift 
happy aasurano^ then th^ taak ol hini wtoe piofsiiee it ia to w* 
aofd the vieiasitwlea and perils of Uie».ia -coBcliiied. Honrind 
words to descrihe the meetingof IsQU«e«ad fit^Maor* wbea lliqr 
ooikld not find ei^praasion for the 4«pUi ctf thjsif omm leeUags? 

The lively aeai;atioA9 o{ delight of- ladlipa* thai he. whoan aha 
deemed lost, was restor«;d, ^Ktmaipg at .his 00m -ic^ a pttuleBt 
Tandarar. were felt jatlii^r than ex|NP9sqad» taher rtfiias to hk pii»* 
testations and renewals of a|9fectioB$ while St» Manr, oftim ailent» 
even from the folnees of his heart, sat wxtyi^, omrpowend 
by the tbnll of h^ own hfljppgieaBk like the^ahipwraeM manner, 
who when aU hope was gpM, is soddsi^y snatehed fiom the-deq^ 
abyss. . He felt the wiong he had cpaunitted, the toitiue be bad 
inflicted, but he felt above aU the prpyide&ti^l pad.ttmely reaene fffom 
a step which would have inetrievab^ destroyed his own hayyiaess, 
and mined the peace of her whose welfare he prized idH)ve hiaown. 

The conventual parlour, was the seene gf their meeting. The*. 
Val-de-Graoe, whose massive wails hid the laar Isoline from hie 
enraptured gaze on the night of their first interview, now witncaa* 
ed their reunion, after many a peril, m^^^y a temptatioa passed. 

The sweet confusion and embarrassment of the meeting being 
over, Isoline confeSBad to die deception she had practised on Bartho- 
lin and the court, in saying that it was.lier intention to take the vows 
at Av ignon. Still St Mam could not bring her to own what her ul • 
timalB intention was, if he had not ae opportunely sought to dis- 
eover her retreat by applying to the Abbess* Perhaps she knew 
not hemelf ; bat on this point she affected a mystery, deservedly 
tantalizing the eager, unsatisped inquiries of her lover. But i^e 
could not escape so easily from the playful yet feeliqg repioachea( 
of St Maur, for remaining so long a period ahnost a ne^bour*, 
sternly cipsing the avenues of her heart with tberesolye, that if she 
Were not sought, she would not seek ; whan a glance, a word, ages* . 
^e — ^the slightest indication that she was not buried in a far. dis- 
tant cloister, but was daily cognizant of his career, his abenatipna 
—would have brought him to her feet . With what heart could 
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pioess, from, bis peaiea «t auw^aod ioterpcMe no wamiAiff voice, 
no beacoa to .imRCH liim of < his daiig6r>,U> lacail Itia aftectionsi aa4 
bring tw 1>QCk to Ibft janctoary lie bad loisakeii? Was it |irida 
or love whkhmaaedh^ie to tflwkd aloof ? Fat bimelf, be Mt il 
cruelly^ aUboi^ b» ptibapa deservedi it 

D^.P^e9ai6»aa^^ b»fe aaiil, .wa» not «> well pi^^red to ali^ 
sver this reproach, .^e could have onswerad it lo her own 
beart^ but not so lesidily to tbe youtb wbo aat by ber aide. Theie 
aif eona.tbiii^ ^tr^ob.we do weM not to defend* lest tbe deisBce 
fiboulc^ cause ragce pain> tbaa tbe ofiendiny act iieelf . She only I9*. 
plied by an s^oston tQ the scarf bestowed at thek last meeting. 
He produced k ; it ^vws. Winiir be said, dwiag bis service at Vin-^' 
oenae8» was in bis beSQini.aiid would ,bave been louid there, if he 
bad fallen in tbe dire engagement of St. Antoine. It was s^aiar 
bee own, il ;5be redtoited'tbQ preeiona-ieiie al blAown high price. - 

There was,nD atrnggle/be^eeii lovaaod pi&fe in the anawar o£ 
dfx Ples^is to this prpposal^; it wi^ redeemed: and St. Manriift 
the oonvent. thriUed, ddighied, ccmapious that bis inttirelife and 
career WQuld, be.aseoeiated wUh the happy cate of mimstering to 
the hapiftnespof Isabn^ du Fieseis* « 

. In aoconi^tiag for the.fortones of tbe adberentvol the Fronde, wft- 
innate the iate (rf tbe faction ilseif. 

Gondii its chief, .now victariaus, backed with tbe army of tkS' 
Dnke of Lorraine^ in poseeesioD of tbe andeirt capital of ^e kmg- 
dom^ was placed ia a situAtkm to wage a sttcoessful war with hia 
bins^aaa a^d sovereign. B«t ihe xeflecHkas wllieb arose duzing tha 
imprisonment at Vincennes, taught htoi to dread tibe anarchy and 
coi^fuBion whiob would result fiom hiS' own sico^iia.. He aimed 
n{>t at ihe thrpne of France^ and was desirous ooly of driving Aia^ 
zann from the kingdom ; but finding he could not effect this with* 
out tbe recurrence of such frightful ravages and devastations as had 
fallen on the Faubourg St Antoine, now a heap of ruins, he re- 
adied to make a fair and advantageous peaeo tor his friends and 
allies, and leave France*, till such thne as the youthful menaieh 
baying taken* ith& reins of government into his own bands; there 
w^ld be no longer a competition for ponrer and sway. The court 
were but too glad to listen to his oveitures ; and the Fxonde, £ndin^ 
tbat its interest wxmld.lje liberally taken into account, made &» 
opposition to the accommodation. ' v 

This wise and patriotic^resolution was doubilefls «a webave in* 
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tiamlad, ib» freks-dt hk iiprimmmgal. Awyrii fosi IbeHtoene 
of eoBteit, Itt was pbeed for Uie tioM in tlw pot^km of a i^ieetaldr* 
could review qittedy liis own oooneof acliaB« and «(ac6 it»beiiin|^ 
OB his feitttQes andtke w^lfan of Ilift-JkHOitiy. *'He Imi been 
drawB mto tlift 8tniggle,.]K)t ihRii^ meroenarf ^iews^ bat pique 
and Bourbon pride ; and he resotred to quit it Md Mb «iti?6 kftd* 
after effecting^ kft ihe Fnonda wfa«t it daimed of tfat eowrt, and le- 
tsm^ottly when Uie Moaareh was of an age to ckin, uiMc^itat 
aad unin&ienoed, his ODuiiael andirieiiMiip. The leaideneeof the 
Prinoe, till bis ratoodiiBlioiiWitfa Louis XIV;, wiiich happened som^ 
years after the bal^ of- 9t iJitoiot» was«t Brussels and IMrid. 

The Coadjutor, de Beta, very soon beeaine afcbliishop of Pam, 
by the death of hk old usde ; and bis-ciahn ^n'the iooot being the 
Bflounatioa at Borne for tha ^Jaidiaal'to kat^ Mnariii wus dbUged %& 
anede to his rivals wishes. Caidittat de Bota, wlio aince 6ie 
death of IfobcUe dejChavfeuse had^anged biaeourseol life, lir* 
iag in the sanctity befitting a pielale^ aow^lhaibhe hadnaped Ae 
faxlto of high ambitioQ, lotsookpolitiest and eoufined Ihs dcHi and 
^neigies to the eloeidattoii ooly of eoelesiastieal loattere. Withail 
hiR yiees, ha was not, ev^n during his pioffigate ette^, d^sfitole of 
piety and a sense of religion ; and these seaUiaeRtil, aeied on by the 
eztmoidioary GircawMtances detailed in our story, aamd him from 
ultimate dL^raoe. He died an omanumt to the cha]«ih» regretted* 
efven by Louis, whoee eaiiy xeigB he had tMHnuch trouMed. 

i^ rot dtf Ao/^f, BeanfortyObtaified hisdeMrt% in the post.of the 
Admiiality, md a subsidy to iMy his debts.. He died, many years 
after the events we hareaanaled^ wkile in the MMiterfaaean, oa 
a foreign expeditioa* 

Of 4he other FioBdeais of iftot^ we mi^ stale that Nokmoutier ob» 
tiiiied the govemmsnl of a praviaoe $ de ftouseel theappointment of 
his aon-in*law, du TVemUay* to the eommandaSftBhip of the fiastffle, 
which he retained Bway yearn, living in friendship with 8t Maur. 

Gouryille had an important statiod under the superintandant i^ 
fiBeBces, and continued tiK managemeul oi the prince's estates du« 
ring his Boyal Highness's abaeocefnim France. 

JbHhe Diifce of Qrieans had aottaken aa active i^aie ia fhe af* 
fairs of the Froade, he deemed it unneceseaij thai he should beiiH 
eluded in theact of indemnity,and was soon afterwards baniehedlMi 
-^-or as the phrase is, iaformed that countpjrair was eesenltal fe 
health— and relegated to his estates at Blcfis, fit Mwaid of ii 
i^aadoowardifiCs «. 
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1)16 Xhndiita de C3MTx^Q8iB, m the ridi «kHmr of «|^T^iieh 
tibew dating FnmdsiBS iiran for thmaadfieeH did aot lose^ker. portion, 
but obtained po0l»£cn:^vtial rdativ^ and the otfveled privilegfe of 
the ^o&ottivf-rMhak is^.a stool of lunumr» aecoided to Piineefiaei^of 
^tiie bloody and a lew othen, tbil tii^ may be aestted inte presenee 
oftheQiieeiu • 

^ The aieolion of Losiselbr a gentlenMin of tberobewasa sad 
Mow to the ambition of her fa^er» and Wanced the spteadid sae- 
eesB of du Tiemblay ; bat tin»iig^ the intercesste of St Matir» 
the young lawyer was ineluded with the Fsoadeurs, and obtmned 
aeverad steps in his profession, wfaioh gratified the father-in-law. 

Of Anne of Austria, we need only say that- she was doomed to 
the bitterness of gianting all the demands of; te Fronde, save the 
exelnsion from pow» of CanHnal Mozaria. < With-some of the Froii* 
.dews* her Majesty became pertonoUy reconeSed; among tHese was 
St. Mmt' Withlsollne, friendship was renewed, and the counte- 
nance and protection of the edoit were thrown into the scale of her 
fortunes and position in 80(»ety.- 

With respect to Mazarin.he sever regained, if indeed he had ever 
possessed, die good will of the nation at hu^ge ; bnt the Frondenrs 
gaining their ends, animosity ceased so far as Uiey were concerned -; 
and in &e seventeenth centnty the people, propeiiy so called, had 
no voice or influence except when ranged under the banners of the 
noUesse, or the parliament, or in actual revolt 

When Louis attamed his majority,4ie continued tiie Cardinal in 
office, through respect for his mother, and indeed faithfulness toward 
the crown: for Mazarm was an able servant, but with personal 
qualities very distosteiul to the nation, mean, avarimus, treacher- 
ous. It was reported, as indeed we rather hinted at the commence- 
ment of our history, that he was privately married to the Queen. 
Mazarin died extremely wealthy, leaving a noble library, an extendi 
sive collection of pictures, and vast riches 4o be divided between hSs 
nieces, whom he had married into families of the highest repute. 

In our present task, we must not omit to make mention ci the 
two kinsmen with whom original^ the escape of CondS. The 
Prince ultimately learned all the particulars rriative to the expltnl^ 
pazticulary the adroit manner in which Jeaa.Limier induced the sen* 
tinel ordered on the terrace on the mom of tiiiS escape, to quit his 
post, and which was effected by the gardener bringing a pielehdfld 
message of assignAtiQii from a woman living in the village of Yin- 
oenneSi and with vrlum Jean Ipiew the man to be on taimsof gro>ir* 
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ng mUm^- ^SI»MKm^M niicspairtelaieA ifaal Itt was present- 
Igr ggiftf on idntjT to sdieve ^-eooode noiiratet^ 
teqaoei the fpanientr Q&Qid liis o«m kimman* w^ he said waold 
lake the mteflkel4«aAi^r,aiidksep % aecrety ssheibBiBgaliwIi 
fecmitiilBd a^gMt desiie toJiave a psep at tliagmd prisoiuKi iksr 
well diis Bcheme succeeded, the reader is already acquainted With^ 

It maams only tn operic ol> Oondi*9 duaie in the advenUue. 
.fplfaered from coaanumieflttjDBS to St. Mamu Aluays intent on es> 
eaping, and ever pvepaied togoaspal theincipientatlemplof friflnds 
whom he vdl knew wen as anadons lor ihe event as himsell; 
ever daily expecting reaeae in sons stcange shape or another; the 
bearing and inqntaitiTe espeet of Captain Yaaginad's servant 
•dgcii^ first hie surpdse, timt curiosity, and lasfly the moognition of 
Ihe well-iemesdiered proile^and ^faofice of -his ioQower, St Manr. 

Glancing at the tenaee thrcnlgh the windows of the long galleiy. 
whilst waiting the aanonaeeanent of dinner, be had noticed that the 
aenUnei was engsf^ in making a hde with his 8ide<«Km, between 
the stones of the paved wall close to ^ eodbatdemei^t Himking 
it a stmige circumstanee, he kept on the waleh till the man found 
^e was noticed^ and refrained in consequence*; VangiiaEd entering 
to Uflfaer him into the saloon, the sentinel was for the moment lor* 
gotten ; but on witnessing the secret signals which Pieire made, the 
matter of the rescue &shed at once upon hie mind, and enabled 
him to act up to (he spirit of the exploit, as though he had been a 
previous confederate, in such a manner as to excite the admiration 
of Pienre. How Cond^ gained his accurate infonaationy and found the 
means of despatching letters to fdends, he wpnld not« he said, at pre* 
sent divulge ; and it wasnot till several years afterwards, on the death 
oi the chaplain officiating in h aainte duiptlU in the fortress, that 
it became known that this reverend ^mctionary had been thechosen 
* and unsuspected 2dly of the Fiance, receiving the packets from him 
in the chapel xm days of -pmy^r. 

So well pleased, as we have said, was his JRoyal Highness of 
Cond^ with his two humble friends, that he gave to each a well- 
Btoeked larm in f ee» besides presents of money. Jules Martin retir* 
ed to his little estate ; whilst Jean Limier, who had both courage and 
capacity, became an officer in the foreign aervice of which Cond4 
had the command during the period of his exile, and rose to a fail 
leak under his fnend wai. general. 

The Captain Vaugirard received an open Mer fran the Prineet 
€**lPMd under oover to Chavigni, begging his pardon for the affionU 
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WtiA ^peaking in exo^ent tenns of hi* allegiBnoe to his MafecAy, 
with which the Captain; as mtcy be supposed, was well pleased. 

Of the remaining pci^nages of both sexes, as yet unnoticed with 
telation to their futate Career, &e ins^nificant parts pSayed by tiiem 
in the drama of the Fronde is, we hope, sufficient apology for our 
silence. We will therefore conclude with one a]iasion to Jocoso, 
not for his sake, but as illustrative of the character of a better man. 
He was sent back to Italy, well prorided with meqps, the Prelate ^ 
declaring to St. Maur that he was an unfitting servant fo^thearchi« 
qnscofsd palace, adding that he felt reproved whenever he saw him. 

In concluding, we may remark that the powerful^faction of the 
Flonde gained the private ends contemplated by the chiefsr through 
the obstinacy of the Qiieen in- retaining a minister hateful to the 
tiation. That It did not change the dynasty, driving Louis from the 
fhrone, and seatfng another branch of th^ Bourbons in his place, 
was owing to the roy^ leader of the faction restricting his ambition 
to the reputation of the first military genius of the age. 

The great body of the citizens, not merely of Fftris, but of the 
large towns throughout the kingdom, for the quarrel had become 

Sneial, gained less by the rebellion than any other class, although 
eir numbers had constituted the mightiest engine in carrying out 
the designs of the Fhmde. The poor peasantry gamed absolutely 
nothing ; not did the Parliament as a body gain anjrthing ; so tha:t 
the advantages might be easily summed up, in reciting the list of 
kidiTidaals to whom subsidies, poets, and governments were given. 

But it was not wholly so. The exampfe of successful resistance 
to the royal authority imprinted itself deeply on the hearts and 
memories of the people ; and the seeds were thus sown of a revolu- 
tion which in succeeding s^s reaped a harvest for the benefit of a 
]D%hty nation — ^not a mere aristocracy. 

One more adieu, before we let Isll the curtain. The Prince of 

' OoDd^ had \eft Paris, escorted bythe army of the Duke of Lorraine, 

ind which lemamed till all the conditions of the treaty were fulfilled. 

When the Count St. Maur, (fw by such quality he was now 
known, Cond6 having striated for this honour as a poor equiva- 
lent for the services which his father had rendered in favour of Anne 
of Austria, and in which he lost life and estates) — was ushered into 
the hotel in the Place Hoyale, he loitered with the fair and youth- 
ful du Plessis trough the range of saloons, erewhile the scene of 
the masquerade where he encountered the disguised Mazarin. 
Their conversation was not very lovettiike, being chiefly on mat* 
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tors of busAiiesi^ ^e. spppiatment of doneifie^ th^ d0C(Hatioii al 
'apartmeoto ; mingled wit^ aoticipations of a new cbateau rising ir&a^ 
the xtms of the old place in Dauphiny. It was «ach a disccmr^ as 
might he supposed to oe^ir a lew weeks, or perlmps days, befoff^- 
narriage betw^n affiamc^d partiea. > 

" There is on^ one request I have to makey Ifenri, and to that I 
ask your promisS of con^diaoce," «aid laoline, widi somewhat ot 
the fomer spirit with which she had attenpied to ioAuenee the ac- 
* tions of her lolfer; « and you must propise !" 

S^nracE Stress was laid on the necessity of his com^iaate, that 
St Maur half #einbled as he^gave the pledge. ' 

*< I helji^e,*' said Isoilme* "with our friend, the Cai^dinsddeKetz* 
Uiat your talents are more adapted for peace thaii for military diitie«. 
Nay [ I dottht n^ your courage, 00 you need not start If it had 
been a man who spoke, I suppose you would, have sought the hih 
of your sword. But! suspect a luricing ^^tppsllioa to join the s(aa- 
dard of the Prince at some time or another." ' 
, «« Weljl*' exclaimed St. IVIaur, smiling.. 

*' And I forbid it," replied du Pleseis. **The laige soma of mon^ 
you will receive from the Treasury in considers^on of the unjust, 
attainder^-" • .^ 

' . '* But Isoline," cried BL Maur, <* you kaow I hare <Hi2y the 
^ Cardinal*s order on P'Eraeri ; snA his orders, at the QtM» des Or* 
fhvtes would pass at a sad discount ia exchange for eoin." 

V But her Majesty has this very m^Mning toUl me very giaciousiys 
that your demands will be paid be|pte all othei%'' said du Plesais ; 
•« and you will be thus enabled to rebuild the chateau, and occupy 
a station here and in Dauphiny, far more benefieiid than campflugn* 
ing in foreign service,* 

St Maur did not reply in words, though his assent was expressed^ 
itnd they continued their wi|lfe through the suite of apartments.' 
' Anne and the youthful Louis» soon aftei the battle of St. Antoine; 
when the treaty with the Frondeurs was concluded, retuifted to 
Paris, occupying, as before, Richelieu's old mansion of 
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